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IT PREFACE. 

On the less important point of materials, which are very 
p<;)«sibljr nsed to so liltle advantage in his present effort, 
the writer does not intend to be very communicative. 
If their truth be not apparent, by the manner in which 
he has set forth the events in the tale itself, he must be 
content to lie under the imputation of having disfigured it 
by his own clumsiness. All testimony must, in the nature 
of things, resolve itself into three great classes— the positive, 
the negative, and the circumstantial. The first and the 
last are aaiversally admitted to be entitled to the most con- 
sideration ; sinoe the third ^an only be resorted to in th« 
absenoe of the two others. Of the positive evidence of the 
verity of its contents, the iM>ok itself is a striking proof. It 
is hoped, also, that theie is no want of circumstance to 
support this desirable character. If these two opening 
points be admitted, those who may be still disposed to cavil 
are left to the full enjoyment of their negation, with which 
the writer wishei them just as much success as the question 
may merit 
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CHAPTER!. 



PAR«>i-^Mar8 dote on you for his novices/' 

AW 8 Well thai Endi Wed, 

No one who is familiar with the bustle and activity of an 
Americian commercial town, would recognise, in the re- 
pose which now reigns in the ancient mart of Rhode Island* 
a place that, in its day, has been ranked amongst the most 
important ports along the whole line of our extended coast. 
It would seem at the first glance, that nature had expressly 
fashioned the spot to anticipate the wants and to realise the 
Urishes of the mariner. Enjoying the four great requisites 
df a safe and commodious haven, a placid basin, an outer 
harbour, and a convenient roadstead, with a clear offings 
Newport appeared, to the eyes of our European ancestors^ 
designed to shelter fleets ana to nurse a race of hardy and 
ex])ert seamen. Though the latter anticipation has not been 
entirely 'disappointed, now little has reality answered to 
expectation in respect to the former* A successful rival 
has arisen, even in the immediate vicinity of this seeming fa* 
voarite of nature, to defeat all the calculations of mercan* 
tile sagacity, and to add another to the thousand existing 
evidences " that the wisdom of man is foolishness.** 

There are few towns of any magnitude within our broad 
territories, in which so little change has been effected in half 
a century, as in Newport. Until the vast resources of the 
interior were developed, the beautiful island on which it 
stands was a chosen retreat of the affluent planters of the 
south, from the heats and diseases of their burning climate. 
Here they resorted in crowds, to Inhale the invigorating 
breezes of the sea. Subjects of the same government, the 
iiihabitants of the Carolinas and of Jamaica, met here is 
aiDQity, to compare their respective habits and policies, and 

9 



If^' 



2 THE RED ROVER. 

to Strengthen each other in a common delusion, which, tlie 
descendants of both, in the third generation, are beginning 
to perceive and to regret. 

The communion left, on the simple and unpractised off- 
spring of the Puritans, itt impression both of good and evil. 
The inhabitants of the country, while they derived, from 
the intercourse, a portion of that bland and graceful court- 
sey for which the gentry of the southern British colonies 
were so distinguished, did not fail to imbibe some of those 
peculiar notions concerning the distinctions in the races of 
men, for which they are no less remarkable. Rhode Island 
was the foremost among the New.England provinces to re- 
cede from the manners and opinions of their simple ances- 
tors. The first shock was given, through her, to that rigid 
and ungracious deportment which was once believed a neces- 
sary concomitant of true religion, a sort of outward pledge of 
the healthful condition of the inward man ; and it was also 
through her that the first palpable departure was made from 
those purifying principles which might serve as an apology 
for even far more repulsive exteriors. By a singular com- 
bination of circumstances and qualities, which is, however, 
no less true than perplexing, the merchants of Newport were 
becoming, at the same time, both slave. dealers and gentle- 
men 

Whatever might have been the moral condition of its pro- 
prietors at the precise period of 1759, the island itself was 
never more enticing and lovely. Its swelling crests were 
still crowned with the wood of centuries ; its little vales 
were then covered with the living verdure of the north ; 
and its unpretending, but neat anacomtortable villas, lay 
sheltered in groves and imbedded in flowers. The beauty 
and fertility of the place gained for it a name, vfbioh pro- 
bably expressed far more tnan was at that early day pro- 
perly understood. The inhabitants of the country styled 
\ their possessions the " Garden of America." Neither were 
. their guests, from the scorching plains of the south, reluctant 
to concede so imposing a title to distinction. The appella- 
tion descended even to our own time, nor was it entirely 
abandoned until the traveller had the means of contempla- 
ting the thousand broad and lovely vallies which'fifty years 
ago lay buried in the dense shadows of the forest. 

• The date we have just named was a period fraujcht with 
the deepest interest to the British possessions on this con- 
tinent. A bloody and vindictive war which had been com*^ 
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menced in defeat and disgrace, was about to end in tri- 
umph. France was deprived of the Jastof her possessions on 
the main, while the inimense region which lay between the 
bay of Hudson and the territories of Spain, submitted to the 
power of England. The colonists had shared largely in 
contributing to the success of the mother country. Losses 
and contumely, that had been incurred bv the besotting pre- 
judices of European commanders, were beginning to be for- 
gotten in the pride of success. The blunders of Braddock, 
the indolence of Loudon, and the impotency of Abercromby, 
were repaired by the vigour of Amherst, and the genius of 
Wolfe. In every quartet of the globe the arms or Britain 
were triumphant. The loyal provincials were among the 
loudest in their exultations and rejoicings, wilfully shutting 
their eyes to the scanty mead of applause that a powerful peo- 
ple ever reluctantly bestow on her dependants, as though love 
of glory, like avarice, increases by its means of indulgence. 

The system of oppression and misrule, which hastened a 
separation that sooner or later must have occurred, had not 
yet commenced. The mother country, if not just, was still 
complaisant. Like all old and great nations, she was in- 
dulging in the pleasingbut dangerous enjoyment of self-con- 
templation. The qualities and services of a race who were 
believed to be inferior, were, however, soon forgotten ; or if 
remembered, it was in order to be misrepresented and vitu- 
perated. As this feeling increased with the discontent of 
the civil dissensions, it led to still more striking injustice 
and greater folly. Men who, from their observations, should 
have known better, were not ashamed to proclaim, even in 
the highest council of the nation, their ignorance of the char- 
acter of a people with whom they had mingled their blood. 
Self-esteem gave value to the opinions of fools. It was un- 
der this soothing infatuation that veterans were heard to 
disgrace their noble profession, by boastings that should 
have been hushed in the mouth of a soldier of the carpet ; it 
was under this infatuation that Burgoyne gave, in the 
Commons of England, that memorable promise of marching 
from Quebec to Boston, with a force he saw fit to name — a 
pledge that he afterwards redeemed, by going over the same 
ground, with twice the number of followers, as captives ; and 
it was under this infatuation that England subsequently 
tJirew away her hundred thousand Jives, and lavished her 
hundred millions of treasure. 

The history of that memorable struggle is familiar to otery 
American. Content with the knowledge that his ciwiifry 
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triumphed, he is willing to let the glorious result take its pro- 
per place in the pages of history. He sees that her empire 
rests on a broad and natural foundation, which needs no 
support from venal pens ; and, happily for his peace of mind, 
no less than for his character, he feels that the prosperity of 
the Republic is not to be sought in the degradation of sur- 
rounding nations. 

Our present purpose leads us back to the period of calm 
which preceded the storm of the Revolution. In the early 
days of the month of October, 1769, Newport, like every 
other town in America, was filled with the mingled senti- 
ments of grief and joy. The inhabitants mourned the fall 
of Wolfe, while they triumphed in his victory. Quebec, 
the stronghold of the Canadas, and the last place of any im- 
portance held by a people wliom they had been educated to 
believe were their natural enemies, had just changed its 
masters. That loyalty to the Crown of England, which en- 
dured so much before the strange principle became extinct, 
was then at its height ; and probably the colonist was not 
to be found who did not, in some measure, identify his own 
honour with the fancied glory of the head of the house of 
Brunswick. The day on which the action of our tale com- 
mences, had been expressly set apart to manifest the sym- 
pathy of the good people of the town, and its vicinity, in 
the success of the royal arms. It had opened, as thousands 
of days have opened since, with the ringing of bells and the 
firing of cannon ; and the population had, at an early hour, 
poured into the streets of the place with that determined 
zeal in the cause of merriment, which ordinarily makes pre- 
concerted joy so dull an amusement. The chosen orator of 
the day had exhibited his eloquence in a sort of prosaic 
monody in praise of the dead hero, and had sufficiently 
manifested his loyalty, by laying the glory, not only of that 
sacrifice, but all that had been reaped by so many thousands 
of his brave companions also, most humbly at the foot of the 
throne. 

Content with these demonstrations of their allegiance, the 
inhabitants began to retire to their dwellings, as the sun 
settled towards those immense regions which then lay an 
endless and unexplored wilderness, but which now are teem- 
ing with the fruits and enjoyments of civilized life. The 
countrymen from the environs, and even from the ad- 
joining main, were beginning to turn their faces 
towards their distant homes, with that frugal care 
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which stilJ difttinguishcs the inhabitaiitB of ilic country even 
in the midst of their greatest abvndonnieut to pleasures, iu 
order that the approaching evening might not lead them 
Into expenditures which were not deemed germain to the 
proper feeiings of the occasion. In short, the excess of the 
houi was patit, and each individual was returning into the 
sober channels of his ordinary avocations, with an earnest- 
ness and discretion which proved he was not cJUigether on- 
mindful of the time that had been squandered in the dis- 
play of a spirit that he already appeared half disposed to 
consider a little supererogatory. 

The sounds of the hammer, the axe, and the saw, were 
again heard in the place; the windoivs of more than one 
shop were half opened, as if its owner had made a sort of 
compromise between his interests and his conscience ; and 
the masters of the only three inns in the town were to he 
seen standing before their doors, regarding the retiring coun* 
trymen with eyes that plainly betrayed they were seeking 
customers among a people who were always much more 
ready to sell than to buy. A few noisy and thoughtless 
seamen, belonging to the vessels in the haven, together with 
some half dozen notorious tavern- hunters, were, however, 
the sole fruits of ail their nods of recognition, inquiries into 
the welfare of wives and children, and in some instances^ of 
open invitations to alight and drink. 

Worldly care, with a constant, though sometimes an 
oblique look at the future state, formed the great characteris- 
tic oi all that people who then dwelt in what were called 
the provinces of New-England. The business of the day« 
however, was not forgotten, though it was deemed unneces- 
sary to digest its proceedings in idleness, or over the bottle. 
The travellers along the different roads tliat led into tlie in- 
terior of the island, formed themselves into little knots, in 
which the policy of the great national events they had just 
been commemorating, and the manner they had been treated 
by the different individuals selected to take the lead in the 
offices of the day, were freely handled, though still with 
great deference, to the established reputations of the dis* 
tinguished parties most concerned. It was every where con- 
ceded, that the prayers, which had been in truth a little con- 
versational and historical, were faultless and searching ex- 
ercises; and, on the whole, (though to this opinion thera 
were some clients of an advocate adverse to the orator, whf 
Were moderate dissenters) it was established, that a mo"" 
eloquent oration had never^ issued from the mouth of man 
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than had that day been delivered in their presence. . 
cisely in the same temper was the subject discussed by the 
workmen on a ship, which was then building in the harbour, 
and which, in the same spirit of provincial admiration that 
has since immortalised so many edifices, bridges, and even 
individuals, within their several precincts, -was confidently 
affirmed to be the rarest specimen then extant of the nice pro- 
portions of naval architecture. 

Of the orator himself it maybe necessary to say a wor4, 
in order that so remarkable an intellectual prodigy, should 
fill his proper place in our frail and short*lived catalogue of 
the worthies of that day. He was the usual oracle of his 
neighbourhood, when a condensation of its ideas on any 
great event, like the one just mentioned, became necessary. 
His learning was justly computed, by comparison, to be of 
the most profound and erudite character; and it was very 
truly affirmed to have astonished more than one European 
scholar, who had been tempted by a fame which, like heat 
was only the more intense from its being so confined, to 
grapple with him on the arena of ancient literature. He 
was a man who knew how to improve these high gifts to his 
exclusive advantage. In but one instance had he ever been 
thrown enough off his guard, to commit an act that had a ten- 
dency to depress the reputation he had gained in this manner; 
and that was, in permitting one of his laboured flights of 
eloquence to be printed ; or as his more witty though less 
successful rival, the only other lawyer in the place, 
expressed it, in suffering one of his fugitive essays 
io be caught. But even this experiment, whatever 
might have been its effects abroad, served to confirm his 
renown at home. He now stood before his admirers 
in all the dignity of types ; and it was in vain for that mis- 
erable tribe of ^' animalculee, who live by feeding on the 
body of genius,'' to attempt to undermine a reputation that 
was embalmed in the faith of so many parishes. The bro- 
chure was diligently scattered through the provinces, lauded 
around the tea-pot, openly extolled in the prints — by some 
Kindred spirit, as was manifest in the striking similarity uf 
style — and by one believer, more zealous or perhaps more 
'Oterested than the rest, actually put on board the next ship 
vbich sailed for " home,'' as England was then affectionately 
fnrmt(\, enclosed in an envelope which bore an address no 
^f%$ imposing than the Majesty of Britain. Its efibcts on 
^ti straight-going mind of the dogmatic German, who then 
meA the throne of the conqueror^ was never known, though 
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tney, who wer6 in the secret of the transmiBsion^ k)n|^ looked 
in vain for the signal reward that was to follow so striking^ 
an exhibition of baman intellect. 

Notwithstanding these high and beneilcent gifts, their 
possessor was now as unconscionsly engaged in that portion 
of his professional labours which bore the strongest resem- 
blance to tbe occupation of a scrirenger, as though natnre, 
in bestowing such rare endowments, had denied him the 
phrenological quality of self-esteem. A critical observer 
might, however, have se<»fi, or fancied that be saw, in the 
forced humility of his countenance, certain gleamings of a 
triumph that should not properly be traced to the fall of 
Quebec. The habit of appearing meek, had, however, 
united with a frugal regard for the precious and irreclaim- 
able minutes, in producing this extraordinary diligence in 
a pursuit of a character that was so humble, when compared 
with his recent mental efforts. 

Leaving this gifted favourite of fortune and nature, we 
shall pass to an entirely different individual, and to another 
quarter of the place. The spot to which we wish now to 
transport the reader, was neither more nor less than the shop 
of a tailor, who did not disdain to perform the most minute 
offices of his vocation, in his own heedful person. The hum. 
ble edifice stood at no great distance from the water, in the 
skirts of the town, and in such a situation as to enable its 
occupant to look out upon the loveliness of the inner basin, 
and, through a vista cut by the element between islands, 
even upon the lake- like scenery of tbe outer harbour. A 
small, though little frequented wharf lay before his door, 
while a certain air of negligence, and the absence of bustle, 
sufficiently manifested that the place itself was not the im- 
mediate site of the much-boasted commercial prosperity of 
the port. 

The afternoon was like a morning in spring, the breeze 
which occasionally rippled the basin possessing that pecu- 
liarly bland inflneiRe which is so often felt in the American 
autumn ; and the worthy mechanic laboured at his calling, 
seated on his shop-board, at an open window, far better 
satisfied with himself than many of those whose fortune it is 
to be placed in state, beneath canopies of velvet and gold. 
On the outer side of tbe little building, a tall, awkward, but 
vigorous and well-formed countryman was lounging, with 
one shoulder placed against the side of the shop, as if his 
legs found the task of supporting his heavy frame too griev- 
ous to be endured without assistance, seemingly in waiting 
for the completion of the garment at which the other toiled, 
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nnd with which be intended to adorn the graces of his per- 
son, in an adjoining parish, on the succeeding sabbath. 

In order to render the minutes shorter, and, possibly, in 
indulgence to a powerful propensity to talk, of which he who 
wielded the needle was somewhat tho subject^ but few of the 
passing roomoiits were suffeicd to escape wifSout a word 
from one or other of the parties. As the subject of their 
discourse had a direct reference to the principal matter of 
our tale, we shall take leave to give such portions of it to 
the reader as we deem most relevant to a clear exposition 
of that which is to follow The latter will always bear in 
mind, that he who worked was a man drawing into the wane 
of life; that he bore about him the appftarance of one who, 
either from incompetency or from some fatality of fortune, 
had been doomed to struggle through the world, keeping 
poverty from his residence only by the aid of great industry 
and rigid frugality ; and that the idler was a youth of an age 
and condition that the acquisition of an entii^ set of habili- 
ments formed to him a sort of era in his adventures. 

''Yes,'' exclaimed the indefatigable shaper of cloth, with 
aspecies of sigh which might have been equally construed 
into an evidence of the fulness of his mental enjoyment, or 
of the excess of his bodily labours ; '' yeS) smarter sayings 
have seldom fallen from the lips of man, than such as the 
squire poured out this very day* When he spoke of the 
plains of father Abraham, and of the smoke and thunder of 
the battle, Pardon, it stirred up such stomachy feelings in 
my bosom, that 1 verily believe I could have had the heart 
to throw aside the thimble, and go forth myself to seek glory 
in battling in the caase of tho king.'' 

The youth, whose Christian or *^ given'' name) as it is even 
now generally termed in New-England, had been intended 
by his pious sponsors, humbly to express his future hopes, 
turned his head towards the heroic tailor, with an expression 
of drollery about the eye^ that proved nature had not been 
niggardly in the gift of humour, however the quality was sup- 
pressed by the restraints of a very manner, and no less pecu- 
liar education. 

** There's an opening now, neighbour Homespun, for an 
ambitious man/' he said, *' sin' his majesty has lost his 
stoutest general." 

** Yes, yes," returned^the individual who, cither in his 
youth or in his age, had made so capital a blunder in& the 
choice of a profession, ** a line and promising chance it is 
tor one who counts but five-and-twenty ; most of my day 
has gone by, and I^must spend the rest of it here, where 
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you see me, between buckram aod osnaburgflis — who put 
the dye into your cloth, Pardy ? it is the best laid- in hark 
I've fingered this faH.'' 

'* Let the old woman alone for giving the lasting coloui 
to her web ; I'll engage, neighbour Homespun, provided 
you furnish the proper fit, there'll not be a hetter dress'd 
lad on the island than my own mother*8 son I But, sin' 
you cannot tea general, good-man, you'll have the comfort 
of knowing there'll be no more fighting without you. Every 
body agrees the French won't hold out much longer, and 
then we must have a peace for want of enemies." 

** So best, so best, boy ; for one who has seen so much 
of the horrors of war as I, knows how to put a rational 
value on 'he blessings of tranquillity !" 

'* Then you ar'nt altogether unacquainted, good-man, 
\^ith the new trade you thought of setting up !" 

''Ill have been through five long and bloody wars, and 
I've reason to thank God that I've gone through them all 
without a scratch so big as this needle would make. Five 
long and bloody, ay, and I may say glorious wars, have I 
liv'd through in safety !" 

'* A perilous time it must have been for you, neighbour. 
But I don't remember to have heard of more than two 
quarrels with the Frenchmen in my day." 

** You are but a boy, compared to one who has seen the 
end of his third score of years. Here is this war that is 
now so likely to be soon ended — Heaven, which rules all 
things in wisdom, be praised for the same ! Then there 
was the business of '45, when the bold Warren sailed up 
and down our coasts ; a scourge to his majesty's enemies, 
and a safeguard to all the loyal subjects. Then, there was 
a business in Garmany, concerning which we had awful 
accounts of battles fou't, in which men were mowed down 
like grass falling before the scythe of a strong arm. That 
makes three. The fourth was the rebellion of '15, of which 
I pretend not to have seen much, being but a youth at the 
time ; and the fifth was a dreadful rumour, that was spread 
through the provinces, of a general rising among the 
blacks and Indians, which was to sweep all us Christians 
into eternity at a minute's warning !" 

"Well, I had always reckoned you for a home-staying 
and a peaceable man, neighbour," returned the admiring 
countryman ; ** nor did I ever dream that you had seen such 
serious movings." 

'' I have not boasted, Pardon, or I might have added other 
heavy matters to the list. There was a great struggle in th<» 
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£ast, no longer than the year '32, for the Persian throne 
You have read of the laws of the Metlcs and the Persians : 
well, for the very throne that gave forth those tinalterable 
laws was there a frightful struggle in which blood ran 
like water; but, as it was not in Christendom, I do not ac- 
count it among my own experiences ; though I might have 
spoken of the Porteons mob with great reason, as it took 
place in another portion of the yerv kingdom in which I 
lived." 

** You must have journeyed much, and been stirring late 
and early, good-man, to have seen all these things, and to 
Lave got no harm." 

" Yes, yes, Fve been something of a traveller (xyo, Pardy. 
Twice have I been over land to Boston, and once have £ 
sailed through the Great Sound of Long Island, down to 
the town of York. It is an awful undertaking the latter, 
as it respects the distance, and more especially because it 
is needful to pass a place that is likened, by its name, to 
the entrance of Tophet." 

" I have often heard the spot calPd Hell Gate, spoken 
of, and I may say, too, that I know a man well who has 
been through it twice ; once in going to York, and once in 
coming homeward." 

''He had enough of it, as Til engage ! Did ho tell you 
of the pot which tosses and roars as if the biggest of Beel- 
zebub's fires was burning beneath ; and of tlie hog's-back 
over which the water pitches, as it \nay tumble over the 
Great Falls of the West I Owing to reasonable skill in our 
seamen, and uncommon resolution in the passengers, wc 
happily made a good time of it, tlirough ourselves ; though, 
I care not who knows it, I will own it is a severe trial to 
the courage, to enter that same dreadful Strait. Wc cast 
out our anchors at certain islands which lie a few furlongs 
this side the place, and sent the pinnace, with tlic captain 
and two stout seamen, to reconnoitre the spot, in order to 
see if it were in a peaceful state or not. The report being 
favourable, the passengers were landed, and the vessel was 
got through, by the blessing of heaven, in safety. Wc had 
all reason to rejoice that the prayers of the congregation 
were asked before we departed from the peace and security 
of our homes." 

**You journeyed round the "'Gate' on foot?" demanded 
the attentive boor. 

'' Certain i it would have been a sinful and blasphemoua 
tempting of Providence to have done otherwise, seeing that 
'^ur duty called us to no such sacrifice. But all that dan* 
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ll^er is g^one by, and so I trast will that of this bloody war, 
ia which we have both been actora ; and then I humbly 
hope bis sacred Majesty will have leisure to turn his royal 
mind to the pirates who infest the coast, and to order some 
of bis stout naval captains to mete out to the rogues the 
treatment they are so fond of giviog unto others. It would 
bd a joyful sight to my old eyes, to see the famous and long- 
banted Red Rover brought into this very port, towing at the 
poop of a king's cruiser/' 

** And is it a desperate villain, he of whom yon now make 
mention I " 

<* He I there are many he's in that one lawless ship, and 
bloody-minded and nefarious thieves are they, to the smallest 
boy. It is heart-searching and grievous, Pardy, to hear of 
their evil doings on the high seas of the king 1 ** 

*' I have often heard mention made of the Rover," return- 
ed the counCryman ; '' but never to enter into any of the in- 
tricate particulars of his knavery." 

''How should you, boy, who live up in the country, know 
&o much of what is passing on the great deep, as we who 
dwell in a port that is so much resorted to by mariners. I 
am fearful you*il be making it late home, Pardon/' he add- 
ed, glancing his eye at certain lines drawn on his shopboard, 
by the aid of which he was enabled to note the progress of 
the setting sun. '' It is drawing towards the hour of five, 
and you have twice that number of miles to go before you 
can, by any manner of means, reach the nearest bonndary of 
your father's form." 

*' The road is plain, and the people honest/' returned the 
countryman, who cared not if it were midnight, provided he 
could be the bearer of tidings of some dreadful sea robbery, 
to the ears of those whom he well knew would throng around 
him at his return, to hear the tidings from the port. '' And 
is he, in truth, so much feared and sought for as people 
say?" 

*' I9 he sought for ! Is Tophet sought by a praying Chris- 
tian ? Few there are on the mighty deep, let them even be 
as atoat for battle as was Joshua, the great Jewish captain, 
that would not rather behold the land than see the top- 
gaJlants of that wicked pirate. Men fight for glory. Pardon, 
as I may say I have seen after living through so many wars, 
but uouo love to meet an enemy who hoists a bloody flag at 
tii^ first h\oWy and who is ready to cast both parties into the 
air, when he finds the hand of Satan has no longer power tc 
help him." 
- '» WUe rogue is so desperate/' returned th# youth, straight 
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enmg his powerful iim'bs with a look bf rising pride, ** wty 
do not the Island and the Piantations fit out a coaster in or- 
der to bring him in, that he might get a sight of a wholesome 
gibbet ? Let the drum beat on such a message through our 
neighbourhood, and I'll engage that it don't leave it without ^ 
one volunteer at least/' 

** So much for not having seen war! Of what Use would 
flails and pitch-forks prove against men who have sold them- 
selves to the devil ? Often has the Rover been seen at night, 
or just as the sun has been going down, by the king's cruisers, 
who, having fairly surrounded the thieves, had good reason 
to believe that they had them already in the bilboes ; but, 
when the morning has come, the prize was vanished, by fair 
means or by foul/' 

*' And arc the villains so bloody-minded that they are call- 
ed * Red ? ' " 

" Such is the title of their leader," returned the worthy 
tailor, who by this time was swelling with the importance of 
possessing so interesting a legend to communicate; '* and 
such is also the name they give to his vessel; because no 
man whohas put foot on board her, has ever come back to 
say that she has a better or a worse — that is, no honest mar- 
iner or lucky voyager. The ship is of (he size of a king's 
sloop, they say, and of like equipments and form ; but she 
has miraculously escaped from the hands of many a gallant 
frigate ; and once, it is whispered — for no loyal subject would 
like to say such a scandalous thing openly — Pardon, that she 
lay under the guns of a fifty for an hour, and seemingly to 
all eyes, she sunk like hammered lead to the bottom. But, 
just as every body was shaking hands, and wishing his 
neighbour joy at so happy a punishment coming over the 
knaves, a Wcst-Indiaman came into port, that had been 
robbed by the Rover, on the morning after the night in which 
it was thought they had all gone into eternity together. 
And what makes the matter worse, boy, while the king's 
ship was careening with her keel out to stop the holes of 
cannon balls, the pirate was sailing up and down the coast, 
as sound as the day that the wrights first turned her from 
their hands ! *' 

" Well, this is unheard of! " returned the countryman, on 
whom the tale was beginning to make a sensible impression. 
'* Is she a well-turned and comely ship to the eye ? or is it 
by any means certain that she is an actual living vessel at 
all ? " 

** Opinions differ. Some suy, yes ; some say, no. But I 
am wqU acquainted wUh a man who travelled a week in 
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company witli a mariner, ivho passed within a hundred Teet 
of her, in a gale of wind. Lucky it was for them that the 
hand of the Lord was felt so powerfully on the deep^ and 
that the Rover had enough to do to keep his own ship froiu 
foundering. The acquaintance of my friend had a good view 
of both vessel and captain, therefore, in perfect safety. He 
said that the pirate was a man may-be half as big again 
as the tall preacher over on the main, with hair of the colour 
of the sun in a fog, and eyes that no man would like to look 
upon a second time. He saw him as plainly as I see you ; 
for the knave stood in the rigging of his ship, beckoning 
with a hand as big as a coat-flap, for the honest trader to 
keep ofif, in order that the two vessels might not do one ano- 
ther damage by coming foul.'' 

'' He was a bold mariner, that trader, to go so nigh such a 
merciless rogue.'' 

'' I warrant you, Pardon, it was desperately against his 
will ! but it was on a night so dark — '' 

" Dark ! *' interrupted the other } " by what contrivance, 
then, did he manage to see so well V* 

*' No man can say,'' answered fhe tailor ; ** but see he did, 
just in the manner, and the very things I have named to you. 
More than that, he took good note of the vessel that he might 
know her, if chance or Providence should ever happen to 
throw her again into his way. She was a long black ship, 
lying low in (he water, like a snake in the grass, with a des- 
perate wicked look, and altogether of dishonest dimensions. 
Then, every body says that she appears to sail faster than 
the clouds above, seeming to care little which way the wind 
blows, and that no one is a jot safer from her speed than her 
honesty. According to all that I have heard, she is some* 
thing such a craft as yonder slaver, that has been lying th« 
week past, the Lord knows why, in our outer harbour." 

As the gossipping tailor had necessarily lost many preci- 
ous moments in relating the preceding history, he now set 
about redeeming them with the utmost diligence, keeping 
time to the rapid movement of his needle-hand, by corres- 
ponding jerks of his head and shoulders. In the meanwhile, 
the bumpkin, whose wondering mind was by this time charged 
nearly to bursting with what ha had heard, turned his look 
towards the vessel the other had pointed out, in order to get 
the only image that was now required, to enable him to do 
fitting credit to so moving a tale, suitably engraved on his 
imagination. There was necessarily a pause, while tlie re- 
spective parties were thus severally occupied. It was sud- 
denly broken by the tailor, who clipped the thread with which 
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he had just finished the garment, cast every thing from his 
hands, threw his spectacles upon his forehead, and leaning 
his arms on his knees in such a manner as to form a perfect 
labyrinth with the limbs, he stretched his body forward so 
far as to lean out of the window, ri vetting his eyes also on 
the ship, which still attracted the gase of his companion. 

" Do you know, Pardy," he said, " that strange thoughts 
and cruel misgivings have come over me concerning that 
very vessel P They say she is a slaver come in for wood and 
vater, and there she has been a week, and not a stick big- 
ger than an oar has gone up her side, and HI engage that 
ten drops from Jamaica have gone on board her, to one from 
the spring. Then you may see she is anchored in such a 
way that but one of the guns from the battery can touch 
her; whereas, had she been a real timid trader, she would 
naturally have got into a place where, if a straggling picaroon 
should come into the port, he would have found ner in the 
very hottest of the fire.** 

"You have an ingenious turn with you, good-man,** re- 
turned the wondering countryman; "now, a ship might have 
lain on the battery island itself, and I would have hardly no- 
ticed the thing.** 

"Tis use and experience. Pardon that makes men of us 
all. I should know something of batteries, having seen so 
many wars, and I served a campaign of a week in that very 
fort, when the rumour came that the French were sending 
cruisers fVom Louisburg down the coast. For that matter, 
my duty was to stand sentinel over ,that very cannon— and, 
if I have done the thing once, I have twenty times squinted 
along tiie piece, to see in what quarter it would send its 
shot, provided such a calamity should arrive as that it 
might become necessary to fire it, loaded with real warlike 
balls.** 

"And who are these P** demanded Pardon, with that spe- 
cies of sluggish curiosity which had been awakened by the 
wonders related by the other. " Are these mariners of the 
slaver, or are they idle Newporters P ** 

"Them!** exclaimed the tailor; "sure enough they are 
new-comers, and it may be well to have a closer look at them 
in these troublesome times! Here, Nab, take the garment, 
and press down the seams, you idle hussey ! for neighbour 




under the iron, but cloth that would do to side a house with. 
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Ad ! your mother's loom, Pardy, robs the seamster of many 
an honest job.'' 

Having thus transferred the remainder of the job from hh 
own hands to those of an awkward pouting: p^U who was 
compelled to abandon her gossip with a neighbour, in order 
to obey his injunctions, he quickly removed his own person, 
notwithstanding a miserable limp with which he had come 
into the world, from the shop-board to the open air. As 
more important characters are, however, about to be intro- 
duced to the reader, we shall defer the ceremony to the 
opening of another chapter. 



CHAPTER II. 

Sir Tobt.— " Excellent ! I smell a device.'* 

Twelfth Night. 

Thx strangers were three in number $ for strangers the good-^ 
man Homespun, who knew not only the names, but most of 
the private history of every man and woman within ten miles 
of his own residence, immediately proclaimed them to be, in 
a whisper to his companion ; and strangers, too, of a myste* 
rious and threatening aspect. In order that others may have 
an opportunity of judging of the probability of the latter con- 
jecture, it becomes necessary that a more minute account 
should be given of the respective appearances of these 
individuals, who, unhappily for their reputations had the 
misfortune to be unknown to the gossipping tailor of New- 
port. 

The one, by far the most imposing in his general mien, was 
a yoQth who had apparently seen some six or seven-and- 
twenty seasons. That those seasons had not been entirely 
made of sunny days, and nights of repose, was betrayed by 
the tinges o^ brown which had been laid on his features, layer 
after layer, in such constant succession, as to have chanjj^ed 
to a deep olive a complexion which had once been fair, and 
through which the rich blood was still mantling with the 
finest glow of vigorous health. His features were rather no- 
ble and manly, than distinguished for their exactness and 
symmetry, his nose being far more bold and prominent than 
regular in its form, with his brows projecting, and sufficiently 
marked to give to the whole of the superior parts of his face 
that decided intellectual expression which is already becom- 
ing so common to American physiognomy. The mouth was 
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firm and manly, and while he mattered to himself, with a 
meaning smile, as the carious tailor drew slowly nigher, it 
discovered a set of glittering teeth, that shone the brighter 
from being cased in so dark a setting. The hair was a jet 
black, in thick and confused ringlets ; the eyes were very 
little larger than common, gray, and though evidently of a 
changing expression, rather leading to mildness than seve- 
rity. The form of this young man was of that happy size 
which so singularly unites activity with strength. It seemed 
to be well knit, while it was justly proportioned, and strik- 
ingly graceful. Though these several personal qualilieations 
were exhibited under the disadvantages of the perfectly sim- 
ple, though neat and rather tastefully disposed attire of a 
common mariner, they were sufficiently imposing to cause 
the suspicious dealer in buckram to hesitate before he would 
venture to address the stranger, whose eye appeared rivetted, 
by a species of fascination, on the reputed slaver in the outer 
harbour. A curl of the upper lip, and another strange smile, 
in which scorn was mingled with his mutteringtS, decided the 
vacillating mind of the good-man. Without venturing to 
disturb a reverie that seemed so profound, he left the youth 
leaning against the head of the pile where he had long been 
standing, perfectly unconscious of the presence of any in- 
truder, and turned a little hastily to examine the rest of the 
party. 

One of the remaining two was a white man, and the other 
a negro. Both had passed the middle age, and both, in 
their appearances, furnished the strongest proofs of long 
exposure to the severity of climate, and to numberless 
tempests. They were dressed in the plain, weather -soiled, 
and tarred habiliments of common seamen, and bore about 
their several persons all the other unerring evidences of 
their peculiar profession. The former was of a short, thick- 
set, powerful frame, in which, by a happy ordering of 
nature, a little confirmed perhaps by long hsibit, the strength 
was principally seated about the broad and brawny should- 
ers, and strong sinewy arms, as if, in the construction of 
the man, the inferior members had been considered of little 
other use than to transfer the superior to the different situa- 
tions in which the former were to display their energies. 
His head was in proportion to the more immediate members f 
the forehead low, and nearly covered with hair ; the eyes 
small, obstinate, sometimes fierce, and often dull ; the nose 
sn\ib. coarse, and vulgar ; the mouth large and vorac jous; 
the teeth short, clean, and perfectly sound j and the chin 
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broad, manly, And even expressive. This singular con. 
structed personage bad taken his seat on an empty barrel, 
and with folded arms, he sat examining the often^men- 
tioned slaver, oooasionally favouring his companion, the 
black, with such remarks as were suggested by his obser- 
vation and great experience. 

The negro occupied a more humble ipost ; one better 
suited to his subdued habits and inclinations. In stature, 
and the peculiar division of animal force, there was a great 
resemblance between the two, with the exception that the 
latter enjoyed the advantage in height, and even in propor- 
tions. While nature had stamped on his line'^ments those 
distinguishing marks which characterise the race from 
which he sprung, she bad not done it to that revolting 
degree to which her displeasure against that stricken peo- 
ple is often carried. His features were more elevated than 
common ; his eye was mild, easily excited to joy, and, like 
that of his companion, sometimes humorous. His head 
was beginning to be sprinkled with gray, his skin had lost 
the shining jet colour which had distinguished it in his 
youth, and ail his limbs and movements bespoke a man 
whose frame had been equally indurated and stiffened by 
unremitted toil. He sat on a low stone, and seemed in- 
tently employed in tossing pebbles into the air, and show- 
ing his dexterity by catching them in the hand from which 
they had just been cast, an amusement which betrayed 
alike the natural tendency of his mind to seek pleasure in 
trifles, and the absence of those more elevating feelings 
which are the fruits of education. The process, however, 
furnished a striking exhibition of the physical force of the 
negro, sin order to conduct this trivial pursuit without 
incumbrance, he had rolled the sleeve of his light canvass 
jacket to the elbow, and laid bare an arm that might have 
served as a model for the limb of Hercules. 

There was certainly nothing sufficiently imposing about 
the persons of either of these individuals to repel the inves* 
tig^ations of one as much influenced by curiosity as our 
tailor. Instead, however, of yielding directly to the strong 
impulse, the honest shaper of cloth chose to conduct his ad- 
vance in a manner that should aflbrd to the bumpkin a 
striking proof of his boasted sagacity. After making a sign 
of caution and intelligence to the latter, he approached 
slowly from behind, with a light step, that might give him 
an opportunity of overhearing any secret that should on- 
wittingly fall from either of Uie seamen. His forethought 

c3 
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was foUowed by no very important results, though it served 
to supply his suspicions with all the additional testimony of 
the treachery of their characters that could he furnished by 
evidence so simple as the mere sound of their voices. As to 
the words themselves, though the good-man believed they 
might well contain treason, he was compelled to acknow- 
ledge to himself that it was so artfully concealed as to es- 
cape even his acute capacity. We leave the reader himself 
to judge of the correctness of both opinions. 

" This is a pretty bight of a basin, Guinea," observed the 
white, rolling his tobacco in his mouth, and turning his eyes 
for the first time in many minutes, from the vessel, " and a 
spot is it that a man who lay on a lee-shore without sticks 
might be glad to see his craft in. Now do I call myself 
something of a seaman, and yet I cannot weather upon the 
philosophy of that fellow, in keeping his ship in the outer 
harbour, when he might warp her into this mill-pond in half 
an hour. It gives his boats hard duty, dusky S'ip, and that 
I call making foul weather of fair!" 

The negro had been christened Scipio Africanus by a 
species of witticism which was much more common to the 
Provinces than it is to the States of America, and which 
filled so many of the meaner employments of the country, 
in name at least, with the counterparts of the philosophers, 
heroes, poets, and princes of Rome. To him it was a mat- 
ter of small moment, whether the vessel lay in the ofiing or 
in the port, and without discontinuing his childish amuse- 
ment, he manifested the same, by replying, with great in- 
diiference of manner,— 

" I s'pose he t'ink all the water inside lie on a top." 

" I tell you, Guinea," returned the other, in a harsh 
positive tone, " the fellow is a know-nothing ! Would any 
man who knows the behaviour of a ship keep his craft in 
a roadstead, when he might tie her, head in stem, in a basin 
like this ?" 

"What he call roadstead?" interrupted the negro, seizing 
at once, with the avidity of ignorance, on the little over- 
sight of his adversary, in confounding the outer harbour of 
Newport with the wilder anchorage below, and with the 
usual indifierence of all similar people to the more material 
matter of whether the objection was at all germain to the 
point in controversy, "I never hear 'em call anchorin;:? 
ground, with land around it, roadstead afore !" 

" Hark ye, Mister Gold-coast," muttered the white, ben- 
ding his head aside in a threatening manner, though he 
-^tili disdained to turn his eyes on his humMc adversary 
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*Mfyoirve no wish to wear your shins parcelled for the 
next month, gather in the slack of your wit, and have an 
eye to the manner in which yon let it ran again. Just tell 
nie this ; isn't a port a port? and isn't an offing an offing 1" 

As these were two propositions to which even the inge- 
nuity of Scipio could raise no ohjection, he wisely declined 
touching on either, contenting himself with shaking his 
head in great self-complacency, and laughing as heartily 
at his imaginary triumph over his companion, as though he 
had never known care, nor been the subject of wrong and 
humiliation, so long and so patiently endured. 

" Ay, ay," grumbled the white, re-adjusting his person in 
its former composed attitude, and again crossing the arms 
which had been a little separated^ to give force to the 
menace against the tender member of the black, *' now you 
are piping the wind out of your throat like a flock of long- 
shore crows, you think you've got the best of the matter. 
The Lord made a nigger an unrational animal ; and an ex- 
perienced seaman, who has doubled hoth Capes, and made 
all the head-lands atween Fundy, and Horn h^s no right 
to waste his breath in teaching any of the breed I I tell 
you Scipio, since Scipio is your name on the ship's books, 
though I'll wager a month's pay against a wooden boat-hook 
that your father was known at home as Quashee, and your 
mother as Quasheeba, — therefore do I tell you, Scipio 
Africa, — which is a name for all your colour, I believe, — 
that yonder chap, in the outer harbour of this here sea-port, 
i« no judge of an anchorage, or he would drop a kedge, 
mayhap here-a-way, in a line with the soathern end of that 
there small matter of an island, and hauling his ship up to 
it, fasten lier to the spot with good hempen cables and iron 
mud^hooks. Now, look you here, S'ip, at the reason of the 
matter,^' he continued, in a manner which showed that the 
little skirmish which had just passed was like one of those 
sudden squalls of which they had both seen so many, and 
which were usually so soon succeeded by corresponding 
seasons of calm ; ** look you at the whole rationality of what 
I say. He has come into this anchorage either for some- 
thing, or for nothing. I suppose you are ready to admit 
that. If for nothing, ho might have found that much out- 
side, and I'll say no more about it ; but if for something, he 
could get it off" easier provided the ship lay hcre-a-way, just 
where I told you, boy, not a fathom ahead or astern than 
where she is now riding, though the article was no heavier 
than a fresh handful of feathers for the captain's pillow. 
Now, if you have anything to gain-say the reason of thi<f 
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why, I'm ready to hear it ag a reasonable man, and one who 
has not forgotten his manners in learning his philosophy/' 

"S'posea wind come out fresh here, at nor-west," 
answered the other, stretching his brawny arm towards the 
point of the compass he named, " and a vessel want to get 
to sea in a harry, how you t4nk he get her far enough up to 
lay through the weather reach ? Ha ! you answer me dat ; 
you great scholar, misser Dick, but you never see ship go 
in wind's teeth, or hear a monkey talk." 

** The black is right !" exclaimed the youth, who, it would 
seem, had overheard the dispute, while he appeared other- 
wise engaged ; '* the slaver has left his vessel in the outer 
harbour, knowing that the wind holds so much to the west- 
ward at this season of the year ; and then you see he keeps 
his light spars aloft, although its plain enough, by the man- 
ner in which his sails are furled, that he is strong-handed 
Can you make out, boys, whether he has an anchor under 
foot, or is he merely riding by a single cable?" 

** The man must be a driveller, to lie in such a tides>wav 
without dropping his stream, or at least a kedge, to steady 
the ship," 'returned the white, without appearing to think 
anything more than the received practice of seamen deem ne- 
cessary to decide the point* ** That he is no great judge of an 
anchorage, I am ready to allow ; but no man, who can keep 
things so snug aloft, would think of fastening his ship, for 
any length of time, by a single cable, to sheer starboard and 
port, like that kicking colt, tied to the tree by a long halter, 
that we fell in with in our passage over land from Boston." 

'*' £m gat a stream down, and all a rest of he anchors stow- 
ed," said uie black, whose dark eye was glancing under- 
standingly at the vessel, while he still continued to cast his 
pebbles into the air : ^' s*pose he jam a helm hard a-port, 
inisser Harry, and take a tide on the larboard bow, what 
you t'ink make him kick and gallop about! Golly ! I like 
to see Dick, without a foot* rope, ride a colt tied to tree !" 

Again the negro enjoyed his humour, by shaking his 
head, as if his whole soul was amused by the whimsical 
image his rude fancy had conjured, and indulged in a hearty 
laugh ; and again his white companion muttered certain ex- 
ceedingly heavy and sententious dcnunciatious. The young 
man, who seemed to enter very little into the quarrels and 
witticisms of his singular associates, still kept his gaze intent- 
ly fastened on the vessel, which to him appeared, for the 
moment, to be the subject of some extraordinary interest. 
Shaking his own head though in a far graver manner, as i. 
his doubts were drawing to a close, he added, as the bolster* 
^us mcrr;,ment of Ui>e negro erased, — 
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" Yes, Scipio, you are right : he rides altogether by his 
stream, and he keeps every thing in readiness for a sudden 
move. In ten minutes he would carry his ship beyond the 
tire of the battery provided he had but a capful of wind." 

" You appear to be a judge in these matters," said an un- 
known voice behind him. 

The youth turned suddenly on his heel, and then, for the 
first time, was he apprised of the presence of any intruders. 
The surprise, however, was not confined to himself; for, as 
there was another new comer to be added to the company, 
the gossiping tailor was quite as much, or even more, the 
subject of astonishment, than any of that party whom he had 
been so intently watching as to have prevented him from ob- 
serving the approach of still another utter stranger. 

The third individual was a man between thirty and forty, 
and of a mein and attire not a little adapted to quicken the 
already active curiosity of the good-man Homespun. His 
person was slight Ibut afforded the promise of exceeding agil- 
ity, and even of vigour, especially when contrasted with his 
stature, which was scarcely equal to the medium height of 
man. His skin had been dazzIiRg as that of woman, though 
n deep red, which had taken possession of the lower linea 
ments of his face, and which was particularly conspicuous on 
the outline of a fine acquiline nose, served to destroy all appear- 
ance of efieminacy. His hair was like his complexion, fair, 
and fell about his temples in rich, glossy and exuberant curls. 
His mouth and chin were beautiful in their formation ; but 
the former was a little scornful, and the two together bore a 
decided character of voluptuousness. The eye was blue, 
full without being prominent, and though in common placid, 
and even soft, there were moments when it seemed a little 
unsettled and wild. He wore a high conical hat, placed a 
little on one side, so as to give a slightly rakish expression to 
his physiognomy, a riding frock of a light green, breeches of 
buck-skin, high boots, and spurs. In one of his hands he 
carried a small whip, with which, when first seen, he was 
cutting the air with an appearance of the utmost indifference 
which added to the surprise occasioned by his sudden inter- 
ruption. 

" I say, sir, you seem to be a judge in these matter,*' he 
repeated, when he had endured the frowning examination 
of the young seaman quite as long as comported with his 
own patience ; ** you speak like a man who feels he has a 
right to give an opinion V 
'* Do YOU find it remarkable that one should not be ig- 
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norant of a profession that lie has diligently pursued for 
a whole life ? " 

" Hum ! I ftKd it a little remarkable, that one, whose 
business is that of a handicraft, should dignify his trade 
with such a sounding name as profession. We of the 
learned science of the law, and who enjoy the particular 
smiles of the learned universities, can say no more I '* 

*< Then call it trade ; for nothing in common with gentle- 
men of your craft is acceptable to a seaman,'\retorted the 
young mariner, turning away from the intruder with a dis- 
gust that he did not affect to conceal. 

" A lad of some metal! '^ muttered the other, with a rapid 
utterance and a meaning smile. " Let not such a trifle as 
a word part us, friend. I confess my ignorance of all mari- 
time matters, and would gladly learn a little from one as 
skilful as yourself in the nohle^profession I think you said 
something concerning the manner in which yonder ship has 
anchored, and of the condition in which they keep things 
alow and aloft?" ^ f 5 

** Alow and aloft ! '* exclaimed the young sailor, facing his 
interrogator with a stare that was quite as expressly e as his 
K;cent disgust. 
"Alow and aloft," calmly repeated the other. 
" I spoke of her neatness aloft, but do not affect to judge 
df things below at this distance.'' 

"Then it was my error; but you will have pity on the 
ignorance of one who is so new to the profession. As I have 
intimat'ed, I am no more than an unworthy barrister, in the 
service of his majesty, expressly sent from home on a par- 
ticular errand. If it were not a pitiful pun, I might add, I 
am not yet — a judge." 

"No doubt you will soon arrive at that distinction,** re- 
turned the other, "if his majesty's ministers have any just 
conceptions of modest meriti unless, indeed, you should 
happen to be prematurely—'* 

The youth bit his lip, made a haughty inclination of his 
head, and walked leisurely up the wharf, followed, with the 
same appearance of deliberation, by the two seamen who 
had accompanied him in his visit tp the place. Th« stran- 
ger in green watched the whole movement with a calm, and, 
apparently, an amused eye, tapping his boot with his whip, 
and seeming to reflect like one who would willingly find 
means to continue the discourse. 

" Hanged ! " he at length uttered, as if to complete the 
sentence the other had left unfinished. " It is droll enough 
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that saoh a fellow sliouid daro to foretell so elevated a fat 
for me ! " 

He WHS evidently prepariog to follow the retirinji^ party 
when he felt a hand laid a little unceremoniously on his arm, 
and his step was arrested. 

" One word in your ear, sir," said the attentive tailor, 
making a significant sign that he had matters of Importance 
to communicate: *' A single word, sir, since you are in the 
particular service of his majesty. Neighbour Pardon/' he 
continued, 'with a dignified and patronising air, '* the sun is 
getting low, and you will make it late home, I fear. The 
girl will give you the garment, and — God speed you. Say 
nothing of what you have heard and seen, until you. have 
word from me to that effect ; for it is seemly that two men 
who have had so much experience in a war like this, should 
not lack in discretion. Fare-ye*weli, lad I — pass the good 
word to the worthy farmer, your father, not forgetting a re- 
freshing hint of friendship to the thrifty housewife, your 
mother. Pare-ye-well, honest youth ; fare-yc-well 1 " 

Homespun, having thus disposed of his admiring com- 
panion, waited, with much elevation of mein, until the gap- 
ing bumpkin had left the wharf, before he again turned his 
look on the stranger in green. The latter had continued 
standing in his tracks with an air of undisturbed composure, 
until he was once more addressed by the tailor, whose cha- 
racter and dimensions he seemed to have taken in, at a single 
glance of his rapid eye. 

"You say, sir, you are a servant of his majesty?" de- 
manded the latter,, determined to solve all doubts as to the 
other's claims on his confidence, before ho oommilted him- 
self by any precipitate disclosure. 

** I may say more— his familiar confidant." . 

** It is an honour to converse with such a man that I feel 
in every bone in my body," returned the cripplo, smoothing 
his scanty hairs, and bowing nearly to the earth ; a high 
and loyal honour do I feel this gracious privilege to be." 

*< Such as it is, my friend, I take on myself, in his majesty's 
name, to bid you welcome." 

<* Such munificent condcsoonBion would open my whole 
heart, though treason, and all other unrighteousness, was 
locked up in it. I am happy, honoured, and I doubt not, 
honourable sir, to have this opportunity of proving my zeal 
to the king, before one who will not fail to report my humble 
efforts to his royal ears." 

«' Speak freely, interrupted the stranger in green, with an 
air of princely condescension 2 though one leas simple and 
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less occupied with his own budding honours tdan fhetaitt^r 
might have easily discovered that he began to grow weary 
of the other's prolix loyalty. "Speak without reserve, 
friend ; it is what we always do at court.'' Then switching 
his boot with his riding whip, he muttered to himself, as he 
swung his light frame on his heel^ with an indolent indiiler- 
ent air, " if the fellow swallows that, he is as stupid as his 
own goose I " 

" I shall, sir, I shall ; and a great proof of charity is it in 
one like your noble self to listen. You see yonder tall ship, 
sir, in the outer harbour of this loyal sea-port ? '' 

'*Ido; she seems to be an object of general attention 
among the worthy lieges of the place.'' 

" Therein I conceive, sir, you have overrated the sagacity 
of my townsmen. She has been lying where you now see 
her for many days, and not a syllable have I heard whis- 
pered against her character from mortal man except my- 
self." 

** Indeed ! " muttered the stranger, biting the handle o*" 
his whip, and fastening his glittering eyes intently on the 
features of the good-man, which were literally swelling with 
the importance of his discovery ; " and what may be the na- 
ture of your suspicions ? " 

" Why, sir, I may be wrong — and God forgive me if I am 
— but this is no more nor less than what has arisen in my 
mind on the subject. Yonder ship and her crew bear the 
reputation of being innocent and harmless slavers, among 
the good people of Newport ; and as such are they received 
and welcomed in the place, the one to a safe aiid easy an- 
chorage, and the others among the tavemers and shop- 
dealers. I would not have you imagine that a single gar- 
ment has ever gone from my fingers for one of all her crew : 
no, let it be for ever remembered that the whole of their 
dealings have been with the young tradesman named Tape, 
who entices customers to barter, by backbiting and other- 
wise defiling the fair names of his betters in the business : 
not a garment has been made by my hands for even the 
smallest boy." 

" You are lucky," returned the strpnger in green, " in 
being so well quit of the knaves ! and yet have you forgotten 
to name the particular ofience with which I am to charge 
them before the face of the king." 

** I am coming as fast as possible to the weighty matter. 
You must know, worthy and commendable sir, that I am a 
man that has seen much, and suffered much, in his majesty's 
lervice. Five bloody and cruel wars have I gone through 
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besides'other adventures and experiences, smch as becomes 
a humble subject to suffer meekly and in silence. 

'' All of which shall be directly communicated to the royal 
ear. And now, worthy friend, relieve your mind by a frank 
communication of your suspicions/' 

*' Thanks, honourable sir; your goodness in my behalf 
cannot be forgotten, though it shall never be said that any 
impatience to seek the relief you mention, hurried me into 
a light and improper manner of unburthcning my mind. 
Yon must know, honoured gentleman, that yesterday, as I 
sat alone at this lery hour, on my board, reflecting in my 
thoughts — for the plain reason that my envious neighbour 
had enticed all th«> newly arrived customers to his own shop 
— well, sir, the head will be busy when the hands arc idle ; 
there I sat, as 1 liave briefly told you, reflecting in my 
thoughts like any other accountable being, on the calaiiiitics 
of life, and on th« great experiences that I have had in the 
wars. For you must know, valiant gentleman, besides the 
affair in the land of the Medes and Persians, and the Por- 
teous mob in Ediubro', five cruel and bloody — " 

*^ There is that m your air which sufficiently proclnim* 
th« soldier,'' inteiropted his listener, who evidently struggled 
to keep down his rising impatience ; *' but as my time is so 
precious, I would now more especially hear What you have 
to say concerning yonder ship." 

"Yes, sir, one gets a ir ifitary look after seeing number- 
less wars; and so, happi'y for the need of both, I have now 
come to the part of my rf« cret which touches more particu- 
larly on the character of that vessel. There sat I, reflect- 
ing on the manner in v 'ich the strange seamen had been 
deluded by my tonguej neighbour — for, as you should know, 
sir, a desperate talker is tbat Tape, and a younker who has 
seen but one war at th'^ utmost — therefore was I thinking 
of the manner in which ue had enticed my lawful customers 
from my shop, when, ?.a one thought is the father of another, 
the following concluding reason, as our pious priest has 
it weekly in his reviving and searching discourses, came 
uppermost in my mind : If these mariners were honest and 
conscientious sla? «j8, would they overlook a labouring mnn 
with a large family, to pour their well-earned gold into the 
lap of a common i»abbler I I proclaimed to myself at once, 
sir, that they would not. I was bold to' say the same in 
my own mind ; and, thereupon, I openly put the (|uestton 
to all in hearing, — If they are not slavers what are they f 
A question which the king himself would, in his royal 
wi»dow^ alkw to be a question easier asked than answcicd: 
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upon which I •replied,— If the vessel be no fair-trading 
slaver, nor a common cruiser of bis majesty, it \ti as tangible 
as the best man's reasoning, that she may be neither more 
nor less than the ship of that nefarious pirate— the Red 
Rover." 

" The Red Rover !'' exclaimed the stranger in green, with 
a start so natural as to evince that his dying interest in the 
tailor's narrative was suddenly and powerfhily revived. 
"That indeed would be a secret worth having f— but why 
do you suppose the same?" 

"For sundry reasons which I am now about to name in 
their respective order.— In the first place, she is an armed 
ship, sir. In the second, she is no lawful cruiser, or the 
same would be publicly known, and by no one liooner than 
myself, inasmuch as it is seldom that I do not finger a penny 
from 'the king's ships. In the third place, the burgfarous 
and unfeeling conduct of the few seamen who have landed 
iVom her, go to prove it; and lastly, what is well proved 
inay be considered as substantially established. These are 
what, sir, I should call the opening premises of my in. 
ferences, all of which I hope you will properly lay befow 
the royal mind of his majesty," 

The barrister in green listened to the somewhat wire- 
drawn deductions of Homespun, with great attention, not- 
withstanding the confused and obscure manner in which 
ibey were delivered by the aspiring tradesman. His keen 
eye rolled quickly and often from the vessel to the counte- 
nance ofhfs companion; but several moments elapsed be- 
fore he saw fit to make any reply, The reckless gaiety with 
which he had introduced himself, and which he had hitherto 
maintained in the discourse, was entirely superseded by 
a musing and abstracted air, which sufficiently proved that 
whatever levity he might betray in common, he was far 
from being a stranger to deep and absorbing thought. Sud- 
denly throwing off his air of gravity, however, he assumed 
one in which irony and sincerity were singularly blended, 
and, layinjj; his band familiarly op the shoulder of the ex- 
pecting tailor, he replied — 

"You have communicated such matter as becometh a 
faithful and loyal servant of the king. It is well known 
that a heavy price is setpn the head of the meanest follower 
gf the Rover, and that a rich, a v, a splendid reward will be 
the fortune of him who is the instrument of delivering the 
whole knot of miscreants into the hands of the executioner. 
Indeed, 1 know not but some marked evidence of the royal 
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pleasure might follow such a service. There was Phipps, a 
man of humble origiQ, who received knighthood — ^' 

" Knighthood I " echoed the tailor, in awful admiration. 

"Knighthood," coolly repeated the stranger; "honour- 
able and chivalric Icnighthood. What may have been 
the appellation you received from your sponsors in bap- 
tism ? " 

'' My given name, gracious and grateful sir, is Hector.'* 

*' And the house itself ;-— the distinctive appellation of the 
family ? " 

*' We have always been called Homespun.'* 

" Sir Hector Homespun will sound as well as another 1 
But to secure these rewards, my friend, it is necessary to 
be discreet. I admire your ingenuity, and am a convert to 
your logic. You have so entirely demonstrated the truth 
of your suspicions, that I have no more doubt of ypnder 
vessel being the pirate, than I have of your wearing spurs, 
and being called Sir Hector. The two things are equally 
established in my mind ; but it is needful that we proceed 
in the matter with caution. I understand you to hay, that 
no one else has been enlightened by your erudition in this 
affair ? " 

'' Not a soul. Tape himself is ready to swear that the 
crew are conscientious slavers." 

" So best. We must first render conclusions certain ; 
then to our reward. Meet me at the hour of eleven this 
night, at yonder low point, where the land juts into the 
outer harbour. From that stand will we make our observa- 
tions : and, having removed every doubt, let the morning 
produce a discovery that will ring from the Colony of the 
Bay to the settlements of Oglethorpe. Until then we part ; 
for it is not wise that we be longer seen in conference. Re- 
member silence, punctuality, and the favour of the king. 
These are our watchwords." 

*^ Adieu, honourable gentleman," said his companion, 
making a reverence nearly to tlie earth, as the other slightly 
touched his hat in passing. 

" Adieu, Sir Hector," returned the stranger in green, with 
an affable smile and a gracious wave of the hand. He then 
walked slowly up the wharf, and disappeared behind the 
mansion of the Homespuns, leaving the head of that ancient 
family, like many a predecessor and many a successor, so 
wrapt in the admiration of his good fortune, and so blinded 
by his folly, that, white physically he saw to the right and 
to the left as well as ever, his mental vision was comi^Ietely 
oUcured in the clouds of ambition 
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CHAPTER m. 

Atoiiao.— ** Good boatswain, have care." 

Tempest* 

The instant the stranger had separated from the credulous 
tailor, he lost his assumed air in one far more natural and 
sedate. Still it would seem that thought was an unwonted, 
or an unwelcome tenant of his mind; for, switching his 
boot with his little riding whip, he entered the principal 
street of the place with a light step and a wandering eye. 
Though his look was unsettled, few of the individuals whom 
he passed escaped his quick glances ; and it was cftiite ap« 
parent, from the hurried manner in which he began to re- 
gard objects, that his mind was not less active than his 
body. A stranger thus accoutred, and one bearing about 
his person so many evidences of his recent acquaintance 
with the road, did not fail to attract the attention of the 
provident publicans we have had occasion to mention in 
our opening chapter. Declining the civilities of the most 
favoured of the inn-keepers, he suffered his steps to be 
oddly enough arrested by the one whose house was the 
usual haunt of the hangers-on of the port. 

On entering the bar-room of this tavern, as it was called, 
but which in the mother country would probably have 
aspired to be termed no more than a pot-house, he found 
the hospitable apartment thronged with its customary re- 
vellers. A slight interruption was produced by the ap- 
pearance of a guest who was altogether superior in mien 
and attire to the ordinary customers of the house, but it 
ceased the moment he had thrown himself on a bench, and 
intimated to the host the nature of his wants. As the latter 
furnished the required draught, he made a sort of apology, 
which was intenaed for the cars of all his customers nigh 
the stranger, for the manner in which an individual in the 
further end of the long narrow room not only monopolized 
the discourse, but appeared to extort the attention of all 
within hearing to some portentous legend he was recounting. 

" It is the boatswain of the slaver in the outer harbour, 
squire," the worthy disciple of Bacchus concluded ; " a man 
who has followed the water many a day, and who has seen 
sights and prodigies enough to fill a smart volume. Old 
Bor'us the people call him, though his lawful name is Jack 
Nightingale. Is the toddy to the squire's relish ?" 

The stranger assented to the latter query by smacking 
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his lips and bowing, as he put down the nearly an touched 
draught. He then turaed his head to examine the indi- 
vidual who might, by the manner in which he declaimed^ 
have been termed in the language of the country, the 
second " orator of the day/' 

A stature which greatly exceeded six feet ; enormous 
whiskers, that quite concealed a moiety of his grim counte- 
nance ; a scar, which was the memorial of a badly healed 
g^sh, that had once threatened to divide that moiety in 
quarters ; limbs in proportion ; the whole rendered striking 
by the dress of a seaman; a long tarnished silver chain, 
and a little whistle of the same metal, served to render the 
individual in question sufficiently remarkable. Without 
appearing to be in the smallest degree aware of the entrance 
of one altogether so superior to the class of his usual auditors, 
this son of the Ocean continued his narrative as follows, 
and in a Yoice that seemed given to him by nature as if in 
very mockery of his musical name ; indeed, so very near 
did his tones approach to the low niurmurings of a bull, 
that some little practice was necessary to accustom the ear 
to the strangely uttered wofds« 

" Well !" he continued, thrusting his brawny .arm forth, 
with the fist clenched, indicating the necessary point of the 
compass by the thumb, *^ the coast of Guinea might have 
lain here-a-way, and the wind yon see was dead olf shore, 
blowing in squalls, as a cat spits, all the same as if the old 
fellow who keeps it bagged for the use of us seamen, some- 
times let the stopper slip through his fingers, and was some- 
times fetching it up again with a double turn round the 
f nd of bis sack. You know what a sack is, brother V 

This abrupt question was put to the gaping bumpkin, 
already known to the reader, who, with the nether gar- 
ment just received from the tailor under his arm, had lin* 
gcred to add the incidents of the present legend to the stock 
of lore that he had already obtained for the ears of his kins- 
folk in the country. A general laugh, at the expense of 
the admiring Pardon, succeeded. Nightingale bestowed a 
knowing wink on one or two of his familiars, and profiting 
by the occasion, *^ to freshen his nip,'' as he quaintly styled 
swallowing a pint of rum and water, he continued his nar- 
rative by saying, in a sort of admonitory tone, — 

'* And the time may oome when you will know what a 
round-turn is, too, if you let go your hold of honesty. A 
man's neck was made, brother, to keep his head above ws^ 
ter, and not to bo stretched out of shape like a pair of badly 
fitted dead-eyes. Thoreforey have your reckoning worked 

d3 
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up in season, and the lead of conscience going, when you 
find yourself drifting on the shoals of temptation." Then, 
rolling his tobacco in his mouth, he looked boldly about him, 
like one who had acquitted himself of a moral obligation, 
and continued: "Well, there lay the land, and, as I was 
saying, the wind was here, at east-and-by-south, or mayhap 
at east-and-by-south-half-south, sometimes blowing like a 
fin-back in a hurry, and sometimes leaving all the canvass 
chafing ag'n the rigging and spars, as if a bolt of duck cost 
no more nor a rich man's blessing. I don't like the looks 
of the weather, seeing that there was altogether too much 
unsartainty for a quiet watch, so I walked aft, in order to 
put myself in the way of giving an opinion, if so be such a 
thing should be asked. You must know, brothers, that ac- 
cording to my notions of religion and behaviour, a man is 
not good for much unless he has a full share of manners; 
therefore I am never known to put my spoon into the cap- 
tain's mess, unless I am invited, for the plain reason, that my 
berth is for'ard, and his'n aft. I do not say in which end of 
a ship the better man is to be found ; that is a matter con- 
cerning which men have different opinions, though most 
judges in the business are agreed. But aft I walked, to put 
myself in the way of giving aq opinion if one should be asked ; 
nor was it long before the thing came to pass just as I 
had foreseen. * Mister Nightingale,' says he — for our captain 
is a gentleman, and never forgets his behaviour on deck, 
or when any of the ship's company are at hand — 'Mister 
Nightingale,' says he, ' what do you think of that rag of a 
cloud, here-a-way at the north-west ?' says he. * Why, sir,' 
says I, boldly, for I'm never backward in speaking when pro- 
perly spoken to, so, * why, sir,' says I, * saving your honour's 
better judgment,' — which was all a flam, for he was but a 
chicken to me in years and experience, but then I never 
throw hot ashes to windward, or anything else that is warm 
— so, * sir,' says I, * it is my advice to hand the three topsails 
and to stow the jib. We are in no hurry; for the plain 
reason, that Guinea will be to-morrow, just where Guinea is 
to-night. As for keeping the ship steady in these matters or 
squalls, we have the mainsail on her — ' " 

" You should have furl'd your mainsail too," exclaimed a 
voice from behind, that was quite as dogmatical, though a 
little less grum, than that of the loquacious boatswain. 

"What know-nothing says that?" demanded Nightingale 
fiercely, as if all his latent ire was excited by so rude and 
daring an interruption. 

"A man who has run Africa down, from Bon to Good- 
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ope, more than once, and who knows a white squall from 
a rainbow," returned Dick Fid, edging his short person 
stoutly towards Ws furious adversary, making his way 
through the crowd by which the important personage of the 
boatswain was environed, by dint of his massive shoulders ; 
** ay, brother, and a man, know-much or know-nothing, who 
would never advise his officer to keep so much after-sail on 
a ship, where there was the likelihood of the wind taking her 
aback.'*. 

To this bold vindication of an opinion which all present 
deemed to be so audacious, there succeeded a general and 
loud murmur. Encouraged by this evidence of his superior 
popularity. Nightingale was not slow, nor very meek, with 
bis retort ; and then followed a clamorous concert, in which 
the voices of the company in general served for the higher 
and shriller notes, through which the bold and vigorous as- 
sertions, contradictions, and opinions of the two principal 
disputants were heard running a thorough-bass. 

For sometime, no part of the discussion was very distinct, 
so great was the confusion of tongues; and there were cer- 
tain symptoms of an intention, on the part of Fid and the 
boatswain^ to settle their controversy by the last appeal. 
During this moment of suspense, the former had squared his 
firm-built frame in front of his gigantic opponent, and there 
were very vehement passings and counter-passings, in the 
way of gestures from four athletic arms, each of which was 
knobbed, like a fashionable rattan, with a lump of bones, 
knuckles, and sinews, that threatened annihilation to any 
thing that should oppose them. As the general clamour, 
however, gradually abated, the chief reasoners began to be 
heard ; and, as if content to rely on their respective powers 
of eloquence, each gradually relinquished his hostile atti^ 
tude, and appeared disposed to maintain his ground by a 
member scarcely less terrible than his brawny arm. 

" You are a bold seaman, brother," said Nightingale, re- 
suming his seat, *' and if saying was doing, no doubt you 
would make a ship talk. But I, who have seen fleets of two 
and three deckers — and that of all nations, except your 
Mohawks, mayhap, whose cruisers I will confess never to 
have fallen in with — ^lying as snug as so many white gulls 
under reefed mainsails, know how to take the strain off* a 
ship, and to keep my bulkheads in thfcir places." 

** I deny the judgment of heaving- to a boat under her after" 
squaresails," retorted Dick. " Give her the staysails, if you 
will, and no harm done ; but a true seaman will never get a 
bagful of wind between his mainmast and his lee-swifter, if- 
»o-be he knows his business. But words are like thunder, 
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which rambles aloft withoat coining down a spar, as I have 
yet seen ; let as therefore pat the question to some one who 
has been on the water, and knows a little of life and of 
ships." 

** If the oldest admiral in his majesty's fleet was here, he 
wouldn't be backward in saying who is right and who is 
wrong. I say, brothers, If there is a man amon^ you all 
who has had the advantage of a sea education, let him speak, 
in order that the truth of this matter may not be hid like a 
marling-spike jammed between a brace-block and a black- 
ened yard.** 

" Here, then. Is the man/' returned Fid, and stretching 
out his arm he seized Scipio by the collar, and drew him, 
withoat ceremony, into the centre of the circle that had 
opened around the two disputants. "There is a man for 
you, who has made one more voyage between this and 
Africa than myself, for the reason that he was born there. 
Now answer as if you were hallooing from a lee-earing, S*ip ; 
under what sail would you heave-to a ship on the coast of 
your native country, with the danger of a white squall at 
hand." 

" I no heave-'em-^to/' said the black ; " I make 'em scud.'* 

" Ay, boy, but to be in readiness for the puff, would you 
jam her up under a mainsail, or let her lie a little off under 
a fore course ? " 

" Any fool know dat," returned Scipio, grumly, and evi- 
dently tired already of being thus catechised. " If you 
want 'em fall off, how you'm expect, in reason, he do it un- 
der a main course? You answer me dat, misser Dick.'' 

'^Gentlemen," said Nightingale, looking about him with 
an air of great gravity, ** I put it to your honours, is it gen- 
teel behaviour, to bring a nigger, in this out-of-the-way 
fashion, to give an opinion in the teeth of a white man ? " 

This appeal to the wounded dignity of the company was 
answered by a common murmur. Scipio, who was prepared 
to maintain, and would have maintained, his professional 
opinion, after his positive and peculiar manner, against any 
disputant, had not the heart to resist so general an evidence 
of the impropriety of his presence. Without uttering a word 
in vindication or apology, he folded his arms and walked 
out of the house, with the submission and meekness of one 
who had been too long trained in humility to rebel. This 
desertion on the part of his companion was not, however, so 
quietly acquiesced in by Fid, who found himself thus unex- 
pectedly deprived of the testimony of the black. He loudly 
onstj ted against his retreat, but Hnding it in vain, ho 
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eramnied the end of several inches of tobacco into his mouth, 
swearing, as he followed the African, and keeping his eye at 
the same time firmly fastened on his adversary, that, in his 
opinion, **• the lad, if he was fairly skinned, would be found 
to be the whiter man of the two "' 

The triumph of the boatswain was now complete, nor was 
he at all sparing of his exultation. 

'' Gentlemen,'^ he said, addressing himself with an air of 
increased confidence, to the motley audience who surround- 
ed him, *' you see that reason is like a ship bearing down 
with studding sails on both sides, leaving a straight wake 
and no favours. Now, I scorn boasting, nor do I know who 
the fellow is who has just sheered off in time to save his cha- 
racter, but this I will say, that the man is not to be found 
between Boston and the West Indies, who knows^ better than 
myself how to make a ship walk, or how to make her stand 
still, provided I — " 

The deep voice of Nightingale became suddenly hushed, 
and his eye was rivetted, by a sort of enchantment, on the 
keen glance of the stranger in green, whose countenance 
was now seen blended among the more vulgar faces of the 
crowd. 

^* Mayhap,*' continued the boatswain, swallowing his words, 
in the surprise of seeing himself so unexpectedly confronted 
by so imposing an eye, ^' mayhap this gentleman has some 
knowledge of the sea, and can decide the matter in dis- 
pute." 

** We do not study naval tactics at the universities," re- 
turned the other briskly, though I will confess, from the little 
I have heard, I am altogether in favour oi scudding,'* 

He pronounced the latter word with an emphasis which 
rendered it questionable if he did not mean to pun, the more 
especially as he threw down his reckoning, and instantly left 
the field to the quiet possession of Nightingale. The latter, 
after a .short pause, resumed his narrative, though either 
from weariness or some other cause, it was observed that his 
voice was far less positive than before, and that his tale was 
cut prematurely short. After completing his narrative and 
his grog, he staggered to the beach, whither a boat was 
shortly after despatched to convey him on board the ship, 
which during all this time had not ceased to be the constant 
snbject of the suspicious examination of the good-man 
Homespun. 

In the meanwhile^ the stranger in green had pursued hia 
walk along the main street of the town. Fid had given chase 
to the disconcerted Scipio, grumbling as he went, and utter- 
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I beg pardon ; gentlemen of your profession have little to 
do with woods and crumbling stones. Yonder is the 
tower/' pointing to the tall masts of the ship in the outei 
harbour, " you love to look on, and your only ruin is a 
wreck !*' 

" You seem familiar with our tastes, sir," coldly returned 
the other. 

"It is by instinct, then! for it is certain 1 have had but 
little opportunity of acquiring my knowledge by actual com- 
munion with any of the — cloth, nor do I perceive that I am 
likely to be more fortunate at present. Let us be frank, my 
friend, and talk in amity: what do you see about this pile 
of stones, that can keep you so long from your study of yon- 
der noble and gallant ship?'' 

*' Did it then surprise you that a seaman out of employ- 
ment should examine a vessel that he finds to his mind, 
perhaps with an intention to ask for service/' 

^* Her commander must be a dull fellow, if he refuse it to 
so proper a lad ! But you seem to be too well instructed 
for any of the meaner berths/' 

'• Berths !" repeated the other, again fastening his eye with 
a singular expression, on the stranger in green. 

" Berths ! It is your nautical word for * situation/ or 
'station/ is it notP We know but little of the marine 
vocabulary, we barristers, but I think I may venture 
on Ihat as the true Doric. Am I justi6ed by your au- 
thority ?" 

•' The word is certainly not yet obsolete, and, by a figure^ 
it is as certainly correct in the sense you used it." 

** Obsolete !" repeated the stranger in green, returning the 
meaning look he had just received ; '^ is that the name of any 
part of a ship ? Perhaps, hy figure y you mean figure-head ; 
and by obsolete, the long-boat V* 

The young seaman laughed ; and, as if thlls sally had 
broken through the banier of his reserve, his manner lost 
much of its cold restraint during the remainder of their con- 
- ference. 

** It is just as plain," he said, " that you have been at 
sea, as it is that I have been at school. Since we have both 
been so fortunate, we may afford to be generous, and cease 
speaking in parables. For instance, what think you has 
been the object and use of this ruin when it was in good 
condition Y* 

"In order to judge of that/' returned the stranger in 
green, *Mt may be necessary to examine ;t more closely. 
Let us ascend* 
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As he spoke, the barrister mounted by a crazy ladder to 
the floor which lay just above the crown of the archei^ 
through which he passed by an open trap-door. His com- 
panion hesitated to foHow, but observing that the other 
expected him at the summit of the ladder, and that he very 
kindly pointed out a defective round, he sprang forward, 
and went up the ascent with the agility and steadiness pccu- 
Jiar to bis calling. 

" Here we are !" exclaimed the stranger in green, looking 
about at the naked walls, which were formed of such small 
and irr^ular stones as to give the building the appearance 
of dangerous frailty, " with good oaken plank for our deck, 
as you would say, and the sky for our roof, as we call the 
upper part of a house at the universities. Now let us speak 
of things on the lower world. A— a— ; I forget what you 
said was your usual appellation — " 

" That may depend on circumstances. I have been known 
by different names in different situations. However, if you 
call me Wilder, I shall not fail to answer.*' 

** Wilder ! a good name, though I dare say it would have 
been as true were it Wildone. You young ship boys have 
the character of being a little erratic in your humours at 
times. How many tender hearts have you left to sigh for 
your errors, amid shady bowers, while you have been plough- 
kig— that is the word, I believe— ploughing the salt sea 

ocean "''^ 

"Few sigh for me," returned Wilder, thoughtfully, 
though he evidently began to chafe a little under this free 
sort Sf catechism. " Let us now return to our study of the 
tower. *' What think you has been its object T 

« Its present use is plain, and its former use can be no 

creat mystery. It holds at this moment two light hearts ; and, 

if I am not mistaken, as many light heads, not overstocked 

with the stores of wisdom. Formerly it had its granaries 

of corn, at least, and, I doubt not, certain little quadrupeds, 

who were quite as light of fingers as we are of head and 

heart. In plain English, it has been a mill. 

" There are those who think it had been a fortress. 

*' Hum ! The place might do at need," returned he in 

green, casting a .rapid and peculiar glance around him ; 

"but mill it has been, notwithstanding one might wish it 

a nobler origin. The windy situation, the pillars to keep off 

the invading vermin, the shape, the air, the very complexion, 

prove it Whir-r.r,whir-r-r; there has been clatter enough 

here in time past, I warrant you. Hist I it is not dont 
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Stepping^ lightly to one of the little perforations which had 
once served as Windows to the tower, he cantiously thrust 
his head through the openings and after gazing there half a 
minute, he withdrew it again, making a gesture to the at- 
tentive Wilder to he silent. The latter complied, nor was it 
long before the nature of the interruption was sufficiently 
explained. 

The silvery voice of woman was first heard at a little dis- 
tance, and then as the speakers drew nigher, the sounds 
arose directly from beneath, within the very shadow of the 
tower. By a sort of tacit consent, Wilder and the barrister 
chose spots favourable to the execution of such a purpose, 
and each continued, during the time the visitors remained 
near the ruin, examining their persons, unseen themselves, 
and we are sorry we must do so much violence to the breed-^ 
ing of two such important characters in our legend, amused 
and attentive listeners also to their conversation. 



CHAPTER IV. 

" Thaiy fool me to the top of my bent.'' 

Bamiet 

The party below consisted of four individuals, all of whom 
were females. One was a lady in the decline of her years ; 
another was past the middle age ; the third was on the very 
threshold of what is called ** life,'' as it is applied to inter- 
course with the world ; and the fourth was a negress, who 
might have seen some five-and-twenty revolutions of the 
seasons. The latter, at that time, andin that country, of 
course appeared only in the character of a humble, though 
perhaps favoured domestic. 

<* And now, my child, that I have given you all the advioe 
which circumstances and your own excellent heart need,'' 
said the elderly lady, among the first words that were dls- 
tioctly intelligible to the listeners, *' I will change the un 
gracious office to one more agreeable. Tou will tell youi 
father of my continued affection, and of the promise be has 
given, that you are to return once again before we separate 
for the last time." 

This speech was addressed to the younger female, and was 
apparently received with as much tenderness and sincerity 
as it was uttered. The one who was addressed raised her 
•yes, which were gUtlering with tears she evidently struggled 
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Xo conceal, and a*8wered in a voice that sosndedin the ear* 
of the two yoathful listeners like the notes of a Sjien, so 
very sweet and musical were its tones. 

<* It is useless to remind me of a promise, my heloyed aunt^ 
which 1 have so much interest in remembering/' she said* 
** I hope for even more than you have perhaps dared to 
wish ; if my father does not return with me in the springs it 
shall not be for want of urging on my part." 

** Our good Wyllys will lend her aid/' returned the aant, 
smiling and bowing to the third female, with that mixturs 
of suavity and form which was peculiar to the stately man- 
ners of the time, and which was rarely neglected when a 
superior addressed an- inferior. *^ She is entitled to com- 
mand some interest with General Grayson, from her fidelity 
and services.'' 

*' She is entitled to everything that love and heart can 
give !" exclaimed the niece, with a haste and eamestnesa 
that proclaimed bow willingly she would temper the formal 
politeness of the other by the warmth of her^own affeotionate 
manner ; '' my father will scarcely refuse her anything.'' 

'' And have we the assurance of Mrs. Wyllys that she will 
be in our interest f demanded the aunt, without permitt- 
ing her own sense of propriety to be overcome by the strong- 
er feelings of her niece ; *' with so powerful an ally, our 
league will be invincible." 

*< I am so entirely of opinion that the salubrious air of this 
healthful Island is of gpreat importance to my young charge^ 
madam, that were all other considerations wanting the Uttia 
I can do to aid your wishes shall be sure to be done." 

Wyllys spoke with dignity, and perhaps with some portion 
of that reserve which distinguished all the communications 
between the wealthy and high-bom aunt, and the salaried 
and independent governess of her brother's heiress. Still 
her manner was gentle, and the voice, like that of tl«e her 
pupil, soft and stnkingly feminine. 

*< We may then consider the victory as achieved, as my 
late husband the Rear- Admiral was accustomed to sa>* 
Admiral de Lacey my dear Mrs. Wyllys, adopted it in early 
life as a maxim, by which all his future conduct was govern- 
ed, and bv adhering to which he acquired no small share 
of his professional reputation, that in order to be successful, 
It was only necessary to be determined one would be so ; a 
noble and inspiritingrule, and one thatcould not fail to lead 
to those signal results, which, as we all know them, I need 
not mention.'^ 

Wyllys bowed her head in acknowledgment of the tmth of 
th€ opinion, and in testimony of the renown of the deceaaed 
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Admiral, bnt not think it necessary to mak«any reply. In* 
stead of allowing the subject to occupy he^ mind any 
longer, she turned to her young pupi), and ol)|^orved, speak- 
ing in a Yoice and with a manner frofn which every appear- 
ance of restraint was banished, — 

^' Gertrude, my love, yon will have pleasure in returning 
to this charming island, and to these cheering sea breezes/' 

*' And to my aunt V* exclaimed Gertrude. ** 1 wish my 
ifither could be persuaded to dispose of his estates in Carolina, 
and come northward to reside the whole year." 

^' It is not quite as easy for an affluent proprietor to remove 
as you may imagine, my child,'' returned Mrs. de Lacey. 
'' Much as I wish that some such plan could be adopted, I 
never press my brother on the subject Besides, I am not 
certain that if we were ever to make another change in the. 
family, it would be to return home altogether. It is now more 
than a century, Mrs. Wyllys, since the Graysons came into 
the colonies, in a moment of dissatisfaction with the govein- 
ment of England. My great-grandfather. Sir Everard, was 
displeased with liis second son, and the dissension led my 
grandfather to the province of Carolina. But, as the breach 
has long since been healed, I often think my brother and 
myself may yet return to the halls of our ancestors. Much 
will, however, depend on the manner in which we dispose of 
our treasure on this side of the Atlantic.'' 

As the really welUmeaning, though, perhaps, a little too 
much-satisfied lady, concluded her remark, she glanced her 
eye at the perfectly unconscious subject of the close of her 
speech. Gertrude had, as usual, when her aunt chose to 
favour her governess with any of her tamily reminiscences, 
turned her head aside, and was now offering her cheeky burn- 
ing with health, and perhaps a little with shame, to the cool- 
ing influence of the evening breeze. The instant the voice 
of Mrs. de Lacey had ceased, she turned hastily to her com- 
panions, and, pointing to a noble-looking ship, whose masts, 
as it lay in the inner harbour, were seen rising above the 
roofs of the town, she exclaimed, as if glad to change the 
subject in any manner — 

'* And yonder gloomy prison is to be our home, dear Mrs 
Wyllys, for the next month ! " 

*' I hope your dislike to the sea has magnified the time,'' 
mildly returned her governess ; ** the passage between this 
place and Carolina has often been made in a shorter period.^ 

*^ That it has been so done, I can testify," resumed the ad^ 
miral's widow, adhering a little pertinaciously to a train qi 
thoughts which^ once thoroughly awakened in her bosom 



was not easily diverted into anotiier ohannely *< since mfM$ 
estimable and (I feel certain all who hear me will aeqnlesee 
when I add) gallant husband once oondaoted a sqaadron of 
his royal master, from one extremity of his majesty's Ameri-* 
can dominions to the other, in a time less than that named 
by my nieee : it may have made some differenee in his speed 
that he was in pursuit of the enemies of his Icing and coun- 
try, but still the fact proves that the voyage can be made 
within the month/' 

'< There is that dreadful Henlopen, with its sandy shoals 
and shipwrecks on one hand, and that stream they oali the 
Gulf on the other!'' exclaimed Gkrtrude, with a shadder, 
and a bnrst of natural female terror, which makes timidity 
sometimes attractive, when exhibited in the person of youth 
and beauty. <*If it were not for Henlopen, and its gales, 
and its shoals, and its gulfs, I could think only of the plea* 
sure of meeting ray father." 

Mrs. Wyllys, who never encouraged her pupil in those na* 
toral weaknesses, however pretty and becoming they might 
appear to other eyes, turned with a steady mien to the young 
lady, as she remarked, with a brevity and decision that were 
intended to put the question of fear at rest for ever^- 

" If all the dangers you appear to apprehend existed Iq 
reali^, the passage would not be made daily, or even hourly^ 
in safety. Tou have often, madam, come from the Caroliaaa 
by sea, in company with Admiral de Laoey?'* 

** Never,'^ the widow promptly and a little dryly remarked. 
** The water has not agreed with my constitution, and I have 
never neglected to journey by land. But then you know, 
Wyllys, as the consort and relict of a liag-oiBcer, it was not 
seemly that I should be ignorant of naval science. I believe 
there are few ladies in the British empire who are more Ai» 
miliar with ships, either singly or in squadron, particularly 
the latter, than myself. This information I have naturally 
acquired, as the companion of an officer whose fortune it was 
to lead fleets. I presume these are matters of^which you ara 
profoundly ignorant." 

The calm dignified countenance of Wyllys, on which it 
would seem as if lon?oherished and painful recollections had 
left a settled, but mild expression of sorrow, that rather tem- 
pered than destroyed the traces of character which were still 
remarkable in her firm colleeted eye, became clouded for a 
moment, with a deeper shade of melancholy. After hesitat* 
ing, as if willing to change the subject, she replied''-^ 

'' I have not been altogether a stranger to the sea. It haa 

^3 
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he0ii my lot to have made many long;, and some perilous 
yoyages/' 

** As a mere passenger. But we wives of sailors only^ 
among our sex, can lay claim to any real knowledge of the 
noble profession I What natural object is there, or can 
there be/' exclaimed the nautical dowager, in a burst of 
professional enthusiasm, '' finer than a stately ship breasting^ 
the billows, as I haye heard the Admiral say a thousand 
times, its tafirail ploughing the main, and its cut-water 
gliding after, like a sinuous serpent pursuing its shining 
wake, as a living creature choosing its path on the land, 
and leaving the bone under its fore-foot, a beacon for those 
that foUow ? I know not, my dear Wyllys, if I make my- 
self intelligible to you, but, to my instructed eye, this charm- 
ing description conveys a picture of all that is grand and 
beautiful !'' 

The latent smile on the countenance of the governess, 
might have betrayed that she was imagining the deceased 
Admiral had not been altogether devoid of the waggery of 
his vocation, had not a slight noise which sounded like the 
irustling of the 'Wind, but which in truth was suppressed 
laughter, proceeded from the upper room of the tower. 
The words, ** it is lovely V* were stiil on the lips of the 
youthful Gertrude, who saw all the beauty of the picture 
ber aunt had essayed to describe, without descending to the 
humble employment of verbal criticism. But her voice 
became hushed, and her attitude that of startled attention : — 

^* Did you hear nothing !'' she said. 

''The rats have not yet altogether deserted the mill/' 
was the calm reply of Wyllys. 

*' MiU ! my dear Mrs. Wyllys, will you persist Jin calling 
this picturesque ruin a mill ?" 

** However fatal it may be to its charms, in the eyes of 
eighteen, I must call it a milV 

*' Ruins are not so plenty in this country, my dear 
governess," returned her pupil, laughing, while the ardour 
of her eye denoted how serious she was in defending her 
favourite opinion, *' as to justify us in robbing them of any 
little claims to interest they may happen to possess." 

'* Then, happier is the country ! Ruins in a land are 
like most of the signs of decay in the human form, sad 
evidences of abuses and passions, which have hastened the 
inroads of time. These provinces are like yourself, ray 
Gertrude, in their freshness and their youth, and, com- 
paratively in their innocence also. Let us hope for both a 
iongy and useful, and a happy existence/ 



w 
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'* Thank yoa for myself, and for ray ooantry ; but still I 
can n€»ver admit this picturesque ruin has been a mill." 

*^ Whaterer it may have been, it has long occupied its 
present place, and has the appearance of continuing where 
it is much longer, which is more than can be said of our 
prison, as you call yonder stately ship, in which we are so 
soon to embark. Unless my eyes deceive me, madam, those 
masts are moving slowly past the chimnies of f he town/' 

" You are very right, Wyllys. 'I he seamen are towing 
the ve83el into the outer harbour, where they will warp 
her fast to the anchors, and thus secure her until they shall 
be ready to unmake their sails, in order to put to sea in the 
morning. 1 his is a manoeuvre often performed, and one 
which the Admiral has so clearly explained, that I should 
find little di£Bculty in superintending it in my own person, 
were it suitable to my sex and station.'^ 

*'This is then a hint that all our own preparations are not 
completed. However lovely this spot may seem, Gertrude, 
we must now leave it for some months at least.'' 

" Yes," continued Mrs. de Lacey, slowly following the foot* 
steps of the governess, who had already moved from beneath 
the ruin ; <' whole fleets have often been towed to their 
anchors, and there warped, waiting for the wind and 
tide to serve. None of our sex know the dangers of the 
ocean, but we who have been bound in the closets of ail ties 
to officers of lank and great service ; and none others can 
ever truly enjoy the real grandeur of the ennobling pro- 
fession. A charming object is a vessel cuttine the waves 
with a traffrail, and chasing her wake on the trackless welters, 
like a courser that ever keeps in his path, though dashing 
madly on at the very top of his speed ! — ** 

The reply of Mrs. Wyllys was not audible to the covert 
Hstener. Gertrude had followed her companions ;!but, when 
at some little distance from the tower, she paused to take a 
parting look at its mouldering walls. A profound stillness 
succeeded for more than a minute. 

'' There is something in that pile of stones, Cassandra,*' 
said she to the jet-black maiden at her elbow, ** that could 
make me wish it had been something more than a mill." 

*' There rat in 'em," returned the literal and simple-minded 
black ; ** you hear what Mrs. Wyllys say ?" 

Gerlrude turned, laughed, patted the dark cheek of her 
attendant, with fingers that looked like snow by the contrast^ 
as if to chide her for wishing to destroy the pleasing illusion 
•he would so gladly harbour, and then bounded down tbo 
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bill after her i;overness, like a joy<ni9 andyouthfal Atalanta. 

The two singularly consorted listeners in the tower, stood 
gazing at their respective look outs, so long as the smallest 
glimpse of the flowing robe of her light form was to be seen ; 
and then they tamed to each other, and stood confronted, 
the eyes of eaeh endeayouring to read the expression of hiii 
neighbour's cottntenanoe. 

" I am ready to make an affidavit before my Lord High 
Chancellor/' suddenly exclaimed the barrister> ''that this 
has never been a mill I'' 

** Your opinion has undergone a sudden change I** 

<* I am open to conviction, as I hope to be a judge. The 
case has been argued by a powerful advoeatCi and I have 
lived to see my error." 

** And yet there are rats in the place/' 

** Land rats or water rats?*' quickly demanded the otherf 
giving his companion one of those startling and searohing 
glances which his keen eye had so freely at command. 

'' Both, I believe/' was the dry and caustic reply ; *' cer* 
tainly the former, or the gentlemen of the long robe are 
much injured by report." 

The barrister laughed ; nor did his temper appear la the 
slightest degree ruffled at so free an allusion at his learned 
ana honourable profession. 

** You gentlemen of the ocean have such an honest and 
amusing ft'ankness about you/' he said, ^'that J vow to God 
you are overwhelming. I am a downright admirer of your 
noble calling, and something skilled in its terms. What 
apeetacle, for instance, can be finer than a noble ship * item* 
ming the waves with her tai&ail/ and chasing her wake 
like a racer on the course I" 

''Leaving the 'bone in her mouth' under her stern ^ ai a 
light-house for all that come after I" 

Then, as if they found singular satisfaction in dwelling 
on these images of the worthy relict of the gallant Admiral* 
they broke out simultaneously into a fit of clamorous mer-' 
riment, that caused the old ruin to ring, as in its best days 
of windy power. The barrister was the first to regain his 
.self-command, for the mirth of the young mariner waa 
joyous, and without the least restraint 

y But this is dangerous ground for any but a seaman's 
widow to touch/' the former observed, as suddenly causing 
his laughter to cease as he had admitted of its indulgeooe* 
** The younger, she who is no lover of a mill, is a rare aiuH 
lovely creature ! it would ^seem that she is the ateoe of 
the nautical critic/' 
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The fonng mariner ceased laughiiai^ in his turn, 
though he were suddenly convinced of the glaring impro- 
priety of mailing so near a relatiye of the lair vision he bad 
seen, the subject of his merriment. Whatever might have 
been his secret thoughts, he was content with replying, — 
*• She so declared herself. " 

" Tell me,'' said the barrister, walking close to the other 
like one who communicated an important secret in the 
question ; '* was there not something remarkable, searching 
extraordinary, heart-touching, in the voice of her the) 
called Wyllys !" 
"Did you note it r 

** It sounded to me like the tones of an oracle^-the whis- 
perings of fancy — ^the very words of truth 1 It was a strange 
and persuasive voice !'' 

" I confess I felt its influence, and in a way for which I 
cannot account!*' 

** It amounts to infatuation !" returned the barrister, pacing 
up and down the little apartment, every trace of humour 
and irony having disappeared in a look of settled and 
abstracted care. His companion appiared little disposed 
to interrupt his meditations, but stood leaning against 
the naked walls, himself the subject of deep and sorrowful 
reflection. At length the former shook off his air of thought 
with that startling quickness which seemed common to his 
manner; he approached a window, and directing the atten« 
tion of Wilder to the ship in the outer harbour, abruptly 
demanded, — 
^ Has all your interest in yon vessel ceased ? ' 
" Far from it ; it is just such a boat as a seaman's eye 
most loves to study \" 
*• Will you venture to board her I" i 

"At this hour? — alone?— I know not her commander^ 
nor her people." 

" There are other hours besides this, and a sailor is cer- 
tain of a frank reception from his messmates." 

" These slavers are not always willing to be boarded ; 
'l.ey carry arms, and know how to keep strangers at a- dis- 
lance." 

" Are there no watchwords in the masonry of your trade, 
by which a brother is known ? Such terms as * stemming^ 
the waves with the taffrail/ for instance, or soii.e of those 
knowing phrases we have lately heard V 

Wilder kept his own keen look on the countenance of 
the other, as he thus questioned him, and seemed to ponder 
long before ho ventured on a reply. 
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'* Why do you demand all tbui of me T he coldly aaked. 

'' Because, as I believe that * faint heart never won fair 
lady/ so do [ believe that indeciiion never won a ship. 
You wish a situation, you say ; and if I were an Admiral^ 
I would make you my flag-captain. At the assizes, when 
we wish a brief, we have our manner of letting the thing be 
known. But perhaps I am talking too much at random 
for an utter stranger. You will however remember, that 
though it is the advice of a lawyer, it is given gratuitously/' 

'* And is it the more to be relied on for such extraordinary 
liberality r 

'* Of that you must judge for ^^ourself,'' said the stranger 
in green, very deliberately puttmg his foot on the ladder, 
and descending, until no part of his person but his bead 
was seen. '^ Here I go, literally cutting the waves with my 
taffraii," he added, as he descended backwards, and seem- 
ing to take great pleasure in laying partidar emphasis on 
the words, ** Adieu, my friend ; if we do not meet again, I 
enjoin you never to foiget the rats in the Newport ruin/' 

He disappeared as he concluded, and in another instant 
. his light form was on the ground. Turning with the most 
admirable coolness, he gave the bottom of the ladder a trip 
with one of his feet, and laid the only means of descent 
prostrate on the earth. Then looking up at the wondering 
Wilder, he nodded his head familiarly, repeated his adieu, 
and passed with a swift step from beneath the arches, 

<* This is extraordinary conduct," muttered Wilderi who 
was by the process left a prisoner in the ruin. After as- 
certaining that a fall from the trap might endanger his legs, 
the young sailor ran to one of the windows of the place, in 
order to reproach his treacherous comrade, or indeed to as- 
sure himself that he was serious in thus desertiqg him. The 
barrister was already out of hailing distance, and before 
Wilder had time to decide on what course to take, his active 
footsteps had led him into the skirts of the town, among the 
)>uiidings of which his person became immediately lost to 
the eye. 

During all the time occupied by the foregoing scenes and 
dialogue. Fid and the negro had been diligently discnsstny 
the contents of the bag, under the fence where they were 
last seen. As the appetite of the former became appeased, 
his didatic disposition returned, and at the prepise moment 
when Wilder was left alone in the towei, he was intently 
engaged in admonishing the black on the delicate sul^CQt of 
behaviour in mixed society. 

f* And so yon see, Guinea*" hecooeluded, ^'in Q^t im 
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keep ft weather-helm in company, yon are never to throw 
aU aback, and go stern foremost out of a dispute, as von 
have this day seen fit to do. According to my Taming, 
that Master Nightingale is better in a bar-room than in a 
squall ; and if you had just luffed up on his quarter, when 
you saw me laying myself athwart his hawse in the argu- 
ment, you see we should have given him a regular jam in 
the discourse, and then the fellow would have been shamed 
in the eyes of all the by-standers. Who hails ? what cook 
is sticking his. neigh hour's pig now V 

" lior* ! Mis»er Fid," cried the black, " here Masser Harry 
with a head out of port.hole up dere-a-way in a light-house, 
singing out like a marine in a boat with a plug out ! '^ 

** Ay, ay, let him alone for hailing a top-gallant yard, or 
a flying jib boom. The lad has a voice like a French horn 
when he has a mind to tune it I And what the devil is he 
manning the guns of that weather* beaten wreck for? At 
all events, if he has to fight his craft alone, there is no one 
to blame but himself, since he has gone to quarters without 
beat of drum— or without, in any other manner, seeing fit 
to master his people.'^ 

'' As Dick and the negro had both been making the best 
of their way towards the ruin, from the moment theydis-' 
covered the situation of their ^lend, by this time they were 
within speaking distance of the spot itself. Wilder, in thoso 
brief pithy tones that distinguish the manner in which a 
sea officer issues his orders, directed them to raise the ladder. 
When he was liberated, he demanded, with a suflSciently 
significant air, if they had observed the direction in which 
the stranger in green had made his retreat.* 

<< Do you mean the chap in boots, who was for shoving 
his oar into another man's ruUock, a bit ago, on the small 
matter of wharf, here-a-way, in a range over yonder house, 
bringing the north-east chimney to bear in a line with the 
misen-top-gallant*mast-head of that ship they are warpinj^ 
into the stream '^* 
** The very same.'' 

** He made a slant on the wind unth a^ had weathered 
yonder bit of a barn, and then he tacked and stretched away 
off here to the east-and-by-south, going large, and with 
studding sails alow and aloft, as I think, for he made a devii 
of a head-way/* 

" Follow," cried Wilder/starting forward in the direction 
indicated by Fid, without waiting to near any more of the 
otfier's oharacteristic explanations. 
The search, however, was ^vain. -Although they oea* 



tinued their enquiries until long after the stin had let^ no 
one coald give them the smallest tidings of what had becitne 
of the stranger in green. Some had seen him, and marvelled 
at bis singular costume, and bold and wandering look ; but 
by all accounts, he had disappeared from the town as 
strangely and mysteriously as he h%d entered it. 



CHAPTER V. 

" Are you so biave ? Ill have you talked with anon." 

The good people of the town of Newport sought their rest 
at an early hour. They were remarkable for that tempe- 
rance and discretion which, even to this day, distinguish 
the manners of the inhabitants of New England. By ten, 
the door of every bouse in the place was closed for the night ; 
and it is quite probable that, before another hour had passed, 
scarcely an eye was open among all those which, through! 
out the day, had been sufficiently alert, not only to super- 
intend the interests of their proper owners, but to spatv^ 
some wholesome glances at the concerns of the^rest of the 
neighbourhood. 

The landlord of the '^ Foul Anchor," as the inn where 
Fid and Nightingale had so nearly come to blows, was 
called, scrupulously closed his doors at eight ; a sort of ex 
piation by which he endeavoured to atone, while he slept, 
for any moral peccadilloes that he might have committed 
during the day. Indeed, it was to be observed as a rule, 
that those who had the most difficulty in maintaining theii 
good name, on the score of temperance and moderation, 
were the most rigid in withdrawing in season from the 
daily cares of the world. The AdroiraFs widow had given 
no little scandal, in her time, because lights were so often 
seen burning in her house, long after the hour prescribed 
by custom for their extinction. Indeed, there were several 
other little particulars in which this good lady had rendered 
herself obnoxious to the whispered remarks of some of her 
female visitants. An Episcopalian herself, she was always 
observed to be employed with her needle, on the evenings 
of Saturdays, though by no means distinguished for hei 
ordinary industry. It was, however, a sort of manner the 
good lady had of exhibiting Ler adherence to the belief that 
^e night of Satvr4i^y wsis the oitkodox eyenin^ of the S^b- 
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baft. On this subject there was, in trath, a species oV 
silent warfare between herself and the wife of the principal 
cleii^yman of the town. It resalted, happily, in no rery 
striking marks of hostility. The latter was content to re- 
taliate by bringing her work on the evenings of Sundays, 
to the house of the dowser, and occasionally interrupt- 
ing their discourse by a diligent application of the needle 
for some five or six minutes at a time. Against this 
contamination Mrs. de Lacey took no other precaution than 
to play with the leaves of a prayer book, precisely on the 
principle that one uses holy water, to keep the devil at that 
distance which the Church has considered safest for its 
proselytes. 

Let these matters be as they' would, by ten o'clock on 
the night of the day our tale commences, the town of New- 
port was as still as though it did not contain a living soul. 
Watchmen there were none ; for roguery had not yet 
begun to thrive openly in the provinces. When, therefore. 
Wilder and his two companions issued, at that hour, from 
their place of retirement into the empty street<i, they found 
them as still as if man had never trod there. Not a candle 
was to be seen, nor the smallest evidence of human life to 
be heard. It would seem our adventurers knew their errand 
well ; for, instead of knocking up any of the drowsy pub- 
licans to demand admission, they held their wa5^ steadily to 
the water's side: Wilder leading, Fid coming next, and 
Scipio, in conformity to all usage, bringing up the rear, in 
his ordinary quiet submissive manner. 

At the margin of the water they found several small 
boats moored under the shelter of a neighbouring wharf. 
Wilder gave his companions their directions, and walked 
fo a place convenient for embarking. After waiting the 
necessary time, the bows of two boats came to the land at 
the same moment, one of which was governed by the hands 
of the negro, and the other by those of Fid. 

" How's this V demanded Wilder ; ** Is not one enough ? 
There is some mistake between you.V * * 

** No mistake at all,'* responded Dick, suffering his oar 
to float on its blade, and running his fingers into his hair, 
as if he was content with his achievement ; *' no more mis- 
take than there is in taking the sun on a clear day and in 
smooth water. Guinea is in the boat you hired, but a bad 
baii^ain you made of it, as I thought at the time : and so, 
as * better late than never* is my rule, I have just been 
casting an ey^ over all the craft ; if this is not the tightest 

*• 
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and fastest rowing^ clipper of them all then am I no jadg:e ; 
and yet the parish priest would tell yon, if he were here, 
that my father was a boat-bailder, ay, and swear it too ; 
that is to say, if you paid him well for the same." 

^Fellow," returned Wilder, angrily, ** you will one day 
induce me to turn you adrift. Return the boat to the place 
where you found it, and see it be secured in the same man- 
ner as before." 

"Turn me adrift!'' deliberately repeated Fid, "that 
would be catting all your weather lanyards at one blow. 
Master Harry. Little good would come of Scipio Africa 
and you after I should part company. Have yoa ever 
fairly Iogg*d the time we have sailed together?'' 

'^ Ay, have I, but it is possible to break even a friendship 
of twenty years." 

" Saving your presence. Master Harry, I'll be d d if 

I believe any such thing. Here is Guinea, who is no better 
than a nigger, and therein far from being messmate to a 
white man ; but, being used to look at his black face for four- 
and-twenty years, d'ye see, the colour has got into my eye, 
and now its suits as well as another. Then, at sea, in a dark 
night, it is not so easy a matter to tell the difference. No 
no, I am not tired of you yet. Master Harry, and it is no 
trifle that shall part us.'' 

*< Then abandon your habit of making free with the pro- 
perty of others." 

*' I abandon nothing. No man can say he ever knowed 
me to quit a deck while a plank stuck to the beams, and 
shall I abandon, as yoa call it. my rights? What is thd 
mighty matter, that all hands must be called to see an old 
sailor punished ! You gave a lubberly fisherman, a fellow 
who has never been in deeper water than his own line will 
sound* you gave him, I say, a glittering Spaniard, just for the 
use of a bit of a skiif for the night, or, mayhap, for a small 
reach into the morning. Well, what does Dick do ? He 

says to himself-*for d e if he's an;jr blab to run round a 

•ship grumbling at his officer — so, he just says to himsielf, 
* That's tod much ;' and he looks about, to find the worth 
of it in some of the fisherman's neighbours. Money can be 
eaten, and, what is better, it may be drunk ; therefore, it 
is not to be pitched overboard with the cook's ashes. I'll 
warrant me, if the truth could be fairly come by, it would 
be found that, as to the owners of this here yawl, and that 
there skiff, their mothers are cousins, and that the dollar 
will go in snuff and strong drink among the whole family — 
so, no great harm done, after aH^ 
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Wilder made an impatient gesture to ihe other to obey, 
and walked up the bank, while he had time to comply. 
?id nevet disputed a positive and distinct order, though he 
often took so much discretionary latitude in executing 
those which were less precise. Ho did not hesitate, there- 
fore, to return the boat, but he did not carry his subordina- 
tion so far as to do it without complaint* When this act of 
justice was performed, Wilder entered the skiff, and seeing 
that his companions ware seated at their oars, he bade them 
to pull down the harbour, admonishing them at the same 
time, to make as little noise as possible. 

" The night I rowed you into Lousbourg, a-reconnoiter- 
ing,'' said Fid, thrusting his left hand into his bosom, while, 
with his right, he applied sufficient force to the light oar to 
make the skiff glide swiftly over the water — ** that night 
we muffled eyer^hing, even to our tongues. When there 
is occasion to put stoppers on the mouths of a boat*s crew, 
why, I'm not the man to gainsay it ; but, as I am one of 
them that thinks tongues were just as much made to talk 
with as the sea waS made to live on, I uphold rational con- 
versation in sober society. S'ip, you Guinea, where are 
you shoving the skiff toT here-a-way lies the island, and 
you are for going into yonder bit of a church.'^ 

** Lay on your oars," interrupted Wilder; 'Het the boat 
drift by this vessel/' 

They were now in the act of passing tne ship, which had 
been warping from the whar6 to an anchorage, and in 
which the young sailor had so clandestinely heard that Mrs. 
Wyllys and the fascinating Gertrude were to embark on the 
following morning, for the distant province of Carolina. 
As the skiff floated past. Wilder examined the vessel, by 
the dim light of the stars, with a seaman's eye. No part of 
her ball, her spars, or her rigging, eseaped his notice, and 
when the whole became confounded by the distance in one 
dark mass of shapeless matter, he leaned bis head over the 
side uf his little bark, and mused long and deeply with him- 
self. To this abstraction Fid presumed to offrr no interrup- 
tloa. It bad the appearance of professional duty, a subject 
that, in his eyes, was endowed with a species of character 
that might be called sacred. Scipio was habitually silent. 
After losing many minutes in this manner, Wilder suddenly 
regained his recollection, and abruptly observed, — 

** It is a tall ship, and one that should make a long chase?" 

" That's as may be," returned the ready Fid. " Should 
that fellow get a free wind, and his canvass all abroad, it 
might worry a king's cruiser to get nigh enough to throw 
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the iron on his dedks ; but jamni'd up close faaaled, why, I'd 
engage to laj* on his weather quarter, with the saucy He — ** 

** Boys/' interrupted Wilder, " it is now proper that you 
should know something of my future movements. We have 
been shipmates, I might almost say messmates, for more 
tiian twenty years. I was no better than an infant, Fid, 
when you brought me to the commander of your ship, and 
not only was instrumental in saving my life, but in putting 
me into a situation to make an officer/' 

'' Ay, ay, you were no great matter. Master Harry, as to 
bulk, and a short hammock served your turn as well as the 
captain's berth/' 

'* I owe you a heavy debt, Fid, for that one generous act, 
and something, I may add, for your steady adherence to me 



since/' 



** Why, yes, I've been pretty steady in my conduct. Mas- 
ter Harry, in this here business, more particularly, seeing 
that I've never let go my graplings, though you've so often 
sworn to turn me adrift. As for Guinea, here, the chap 
makes fair weather with you, blow high or blow low, 
whereas it is no hard matter to get up a squall between us, 
as might be seen in that small affair about the boat ; — "^ 

'' Say no more of it,'* interrupted Wilder, whose feelings 
appeared sensibly touched, as his recollections ran over 
long-past and bitterly remembered scenes ; ''you know 
that little else than death can part us, unless indeed you 
choose to quit me now. It is right that you should know 
that I am engaged in a desperate pursuit, and one that may 
easily end in rain to myself and all who accompany me. I 
feel reluctant to separate from you, my friends, for it may be 
a final parting, but, at the same time, you should know all 
the danger." 

'* Is there much more travelling by land?'' bluntly demand- 
ed Fid. 

*' No ; the duty, such as it is, will be done entirely on the 
water." 

<< Then bring forth your ship's books, and find room for 
such a mark as a pair of crossed anchors, which stand for 
all the same as so many letters reading * Richard Fid/'' 

'< But perhaps when you know"— « 

" 1 want to know nothing about it. Master Harry. 
Havn't I sailed with you often enough under sealed orders, 
to trust my old body once more in your company, without 
forgetting my duty ? What say you, Guinea ? will you ship, 
or shall we land you at once on yonder bit of a low point, 
*uid leave you to scrape acquaintance with the clams f^ 



<« 'Em herty well off, here/' muttered the perfectly con- 
teufed negro. 

** Ay, ay, Guinea is like the launch of one of the coaflters, 
always towing in your wake, Master Harry ; whereas I am 
often luffing athwart your hawse, or getting foul, in some 
fashion or other, on one of your quarters. liowsonjever, we 
are both shipped, as yon see, in this here cruise, with the 
particulars of whioh we are both well satisfied. So pass 
the word among us, what is to be done next, and no more 
parley." 

<' Remember the cautions you have already received,'' re- 
turned Wilder, who saw that the devotion of his foUowersr 
was too infinite to need quickening, and who knew, from 
long and perilous experience, how implicitly he might rely 
on their fidelity, notwithstanding certain failings that were 
perhaps peculiar to their condition ; ** remember what I have 
already given in charge; and now pull directly for yon ship 
in the outer harbour. 

Fid and the black promptly complied,- and the boat was 
soon skimming the water between the little island and what 
might, by comparison, be called the main. As they ap- 
proached the vessel, the strokes of the oars were moderated, 
and finally abandoned altogether, Wilder preferring to let 
the skiif drop down with the tide upon tho object he wished 
well to examine before venturing to board. 

<* Has not that ship her nettings triced to the rigging?" he 
demanded, in a voice that was lowered to the tones neces- 
sary to escape observation, and which betrayed, at the same 
time, the interest he took in the reply. 

** According to my sight, she has/' returned Fid ; ** your 
slavers are a tittle pricked by conscience, and are never over- 
bold, unless when they are chasing a young trigger on the 
eoaat of Ck>ngo. Now, there is about as much danger of a 
Frenchman's looking in here to-night, with this land breeze 
and dear sky, as there is of my being made Iiord High 
Admiral of England— a thing not likely to come to pass 
soon, seeing that the king don't know a great deal of my 
merit." 

** They are, to n certainty, ready to give a warm reception 
to any boarders ! " continued Wilder, who rarely paid much 
attention to the amplifications with which Fid so often saw 
fit to embellish the discourse. ** It would be no easy matter 
to earrr a ship thus prepared, if her people were true to them* 
■elves.^' 

** I warrant ye tbert is a full quarter* watch at least sleep 

f3 
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iDg among ber guns, at this very momont, with a bright look- 
out from her cat-heads and taffrail. I was once on the wea- 
ther fore-yardarm of the Hebe, when I made, here-a-way to 
the south-west, a sail coming large upon us — ** 

" Hist ! they are stirring on her decks ! " 

*'To be sure they are. The cook is splitting a log; the 
captain has sung out for his night-cap/' 

The voice of Fid was lost in a summons from the ship, that 
sounded like the roaring of some sea-monster, which had 
unexpectedly raised its head above the water. The practised 
ears of our adventurers instantly comprehended it to be, what 
it truly was, the manner in which it was not unusual to bail 
a boat. Without taking time to ascertain that the plashing 
of oars was to be heard in the distance. Wilder raised his 
form in the skiff, and answered. 

" How now?" exclaimed the same strange voice; "there 
is no one victualled aboard here that speaks thus. Where- 
a-way are you, lie that answers ? " 

" A little on your larboard bow ; here, in the shadow of 
the ship." 

" And what are ye about within the sweep of my 
hawse ? " 

" Gutting the waves with my taffrail," returned Wilder, 
after a moment's hesitation. 

" What fool has broke adrift here ! " muttered his interro- 
gator. '* Pass a blunderbuss forward, and let us see if a 
civil answer can't be drawn from the fellow." 

^' Hold ! '' said a calm but authoritative voice from the 
most distant part of the ship ; '* it is as it should be ; let 
them approach .'' 

The man in the bows of the vessel bade them come along- 
side, and then the conversation ceased. Wilder had now an 
opportunity to discover, that, as the hail had been intended 
for another boat, which was still at a distance, he had an- 
swered prematurely. But perceiving that it was too late to 
retreat with safety, or perhaps only acting in conformity to 
his original determination, he directed his companions to 
obey. 

" * Cutting the waves with the taffrail,^ is not the civillest 
answer a man can give to a hail,*^ muttered Fid, as he drop- 
ped the blade of his oar into the water, nor is it a matter to 
be logged in a man's memory, that they have taken offence 
at the same. Howsomever, Master Harry, if they are so 
minded as to make a quarrel about the thing, give them as 
good as they send, and count on manly backers." 
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No reply wan^ m£ide to this enoouraging^ assarance, for hy 
this time the skiff was within a few feet of the ship. Wilder 
aseended the side of the Tessel amid a deep, and, as he felt 
it to be, an ominoas silence. The night was dark, though 
enough light fell from the stars, that utere here and there 
visible, to render objects saificiently distinct to the practised 
eyes of a seaman* When oar young adventurer touched the 
deck, he oast a hurried and scrutinizing look about him, as 
if doubts and impressions which had long been harboured 
were all to be resolved by that first view. 

An ignorant landsman would have been struck with the 
order and synunetry vidth which the tall spars rose towards 
the heavens from the black mass of the hull, and with Ihe 
rigging that hung in the air, one dark line crossing another, 
until all design seemed confounded in the confusion and 
intricacy of the studied maze. But to Wilder these familiar 
objects furnished no immediate attraction. His first rapid 
glance had^ like that of all other seamen, it is true, been 
thrown upward, but it was instantly succeeded by the brief, 
though keen examination to which we have just alluded. 
With the exception of one who, though his form was muffled 
In a large sea-cloak, seemed to be an oflicer, not a living 
creature was to be seen on the decks. On either side there 
WBB a dark frowning battery, arranged in the beautiful and 
imposing order of marine architecture, but nowhere could he 
find a trace of the crowd of human beings which usually 
throng the deck of an armed ship, or that was necessaiy to 
rendej the engines effective. It might be that her people 
were in their hammocks, as usual at that hour, but still it 
was customary to leave a sufficient number on the watch to 
look to the safety of the vessel. Finding himself so unex- 
pectedly confronted with a single individual, our adventurer 
began to be sensible of the awkwardness of his situation, 
and of tiie necessity of some explanation. 

'^ You are no doubt surprised, sir,'' he said, ^* at the late- 
ness of the hour that I have chosen for my visit." 

'' Tou were certainly expected earlier,'' was the laconic 
answer. 

" Expected ! " 

** Ay, expected* Have I not seen you, and your two com- 
panions who are in the boat, reconnoitring half the day from 
the wharfs of the town, and even from the old tower on the 
hill ? . What did all this curiosity foretel, but an intention to 
come on board ? " 

"This is odd, I will acknowledge," exclaimed Wilder, 
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ill some secret alarm. ** And thfln^ yon had notiee of my 
iiiteiitioiis?" 

** Hark ye, friend/' intermpted the other, indnlging in a 
short low laagh i ^ firom year oulfit and appearance, I think 
I am right in calling yon a seaman. Do yon imagine that 
glasses were foigotten in the inventory of this ship ? or do 
you fancy that we don't know how to nse them t " 

** You must have strong reasons for looking so deeply into 
the movements of strangers on the land." 

'^ Ham ! Perhaps we expect our cargo from the country. 
But 1 suppose you have not come so far in tiie dark to look 
at our manifest. Yon would see the captain ? '' 

''Dol not see him?'' 

*^ Where?" demanded the other, with a start that matiio 
fested he stood in a salutary awe of his superior. 

" In yourself? " 

** I ! I hare not got so high in the books, though my 
time may come yet, some fair day. Hark ye, friend, you 
passed under the stern of yonder ship, whioh has been haul- 
ing into the stream, in coming out to nst" 

** Certainly ; she lies, as you see, directly In my course," 

'* A wholesome-looking craft that ! and one well found, I 
warrant you. She is quite ready to be off, they tell me." 

** It would so seem ; her sails are bent, and she floats like 
a ship that is AUL'' 

*' Of what ?^ abruptly demanded the other. 

'' Of articles mentioned in her manifest, no doubt. But 
you seem light yourself; if you are to load at this port^ it 
will foe some days before you put to sea." 

^ Hum 1 I don't think we snail be long after our neigh* 
hour,'' the other remarked, a little dryly. Then, as if he 
might have said too much, he added hastily, ** we slavers 
earry little else, you know, than our shackles and a few 
extra tierces of rice ; the rest of our ballast is made up of 
these guns, and the stuff to put into them." 

*^ And is it usual for ships in the trade to carry so heavy 
an armament f ^ 

** Perhaps it is, perhaps not To own the troth, there is 
not inuch law on the coast, and the strong arm often does 
as much as the rigbt. Our owners, therefore, I believe, think 
it quite as well there should be no lack of guns or ammuid* 
tion on board." 

** They should also give you people to work them." 

" They have forgot that part of their wisdom, certainty/' 

His words were nearly drowned by the same gruff voic« 
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that had lirought-to the skifiT of Wilder, which sent another 
hoarse summons across the water^ rolling* out sounds that 
were intended to say— <- 

" Boat, ahoy ! " 

The answer was quick, short, and nautical, but it was 
rendered in a low and cautious tone. The individual with 
whom Wilder had been holding such equivocating par- 
lance, seemed embarrassed by the sudden interruption, 
and a little at a loss to know how to conduct himself. He 
had already made a motion towards leading his visitor to 
the cabin, when the sounds of oars were heard clattering in 
a boat alongside of the ship, announcing that he was too 
late. Bidding the other remain where he was, he sprang 
to the gangway, in order to receive those who had just 
arrived. 

By this sudden desertion. Wilder found himself in entire 
possession of that part of the vessel where he stood. It gave 
him a better opportunity to renew his examination, and to 
cast a scrutinising eye also over the new comers. 

Some five or six athletic looking seamen ascended from 
the boat in profound silence. A short and whispered con- 
ference took place between them and their officer, ^ho ap- 
peared both to receive a report and to communicate an 
order. When these preliminary matters Here ended, a line 
was lowered from a whip on the main-yard, the end evi- 
dently dropping into the newly-arrived boat In a moment, 
the burthen it was intended to transfer to the ship was seen 
swinging in the air, midway between the water and the 
spar. It then slowly descended, inclining in-board, until it 
was safely, and somewhat carefully landed on the decks of 
the vessel. 

During the whole of this process, which in itself had 
nothing extraordinary or out of the daily practice of large 
vessels in port. Wilder had strained his eyes, until they 
appeared nearly ready to start from their sockets. The black 
mass which had been Kfted from the boat seemed, while* it 
lay against the back-ground of the sky, to possesa the pro- 
portions of the human form. The seamen gathered about 
this object. After much bustle, and a good deal of low con- 
versation, the burthen or body, whichever it might be called 
was raised by the men, and the whole disappeared togethe 
behind the masts, boats, and guns, which crowded the for - 
ward part of the vessel. 

The whole event was of a character to attract the atten- 
tion of Wilder. His eye was not, however, so iutenily 
rivettedon the group in the gangway, as to prevent his do- 
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toeUng a dozen black objects that were saddenly tnnist for- 
ward from behind the spars and other dark masses of the 
vessel. They might be blocks swinging in the air, bat they 
bore also a wonderful resemblance to human heads. The 
simultaneous manner in which they both appeared and dis- 
appeared, served to confirm this impression ; nor, to confess 
the truth, had our adventurer any doabt that cariosity had 
drawn so many inquiring countenances from their respective 
places of ooncealment He had not much leisure, however, 
to r/eflect on all these little accompaniments of his sitaation, 
before he was rejoined by his former oompanion, who to all 
appearance was again left with himself to the entire posses- 
sion of the deck. 

<* You know tlie trouble of getting off the people from 
the shore," the officer observed, " when a ship is ready to 

sail/' 
*' You seem to have a summary method of hoisting them 

in," returned Wilder. 

'' Ah ! yon speak of the fellow on the whip ? Year eyes 
are good, friend, to tell a jack*knife from a marllng-spike, 
at this distance. But the lad was mutinous; that is, not 
absolutely mutinous— 'but drunk. As mutinous as a man 
can well be, who can neither speak, sit, nor stand." 

Then, as if as well content with his humour as with this 
simple explanation, the other laughed and chuckled, in a 
manner that showed he was in perfect good humour with 
himself. 

*' But all this time you are left on deck,'' he quickly added, 
** and the captain is waiting your appearance in the cabin ; 
follow— I will be your pilot." 

*< Hold," said Wilder; *' will it not be as well to announce 
my visit!" 

'< He knows it already. Little takes place aboard here, 
that does not reach his ears before it gets into the log* 
book." 

Wilder made no ftirther objection, but indicated his readi- 
ness to proceed. The other led the way to the bulkhead 
which separated the principal cabin from the quarter-deck 
of the ship ; and pointing to a door, he rather whispered 
than said aloud— 

'^ Tap twice ; if he answer, %o in." 

Wilder did as he was directed. His first summons was 
either unheard or disregarded; — on repeating it he was bid 
to enter. The youn^ seaman opened the door, with a crowd 
of sensations that will find their solution in the succeeding 
starts of our narrative, and instantly stood, under lira light 
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of ft powarfiil lftiii|>, in the presence of the stranger in 
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CHAPTER VI. 



■ ,. « « The grood old plan, 
Thit they should yet, who hare the pewer, 
And tfaejr abeald keep who can. 

WordtW9rtK 

The apartment in which oar adventurer now found him* 
self, afforded no bad illustration of the character of its 
occupant. In its form and proportions, it was a cabin of 
the usual size and arrangements ; but in its furniture and 
equipments, it exhibited a singular admixture of luxury and 
martial preparation. The lamp which swung from the up- 
per deck, was of solid silver ; and, though adapted to its 
present situation by mechanical ingenuity, there was that 
in its shape and ornaments, which betrayed it had once 
been used before some shrine of a far more sacred character. 
Massive candlesticks of the same jprecious metal, and which 
partook of the same ecclesiastical formation, were on a 
venerable table, whose mahogany was glittering with the 
polish of half a century, and whose gilded claws and carved 
supporters, bespoke an original destination very difTercnt 
from the ordinary service of a ship. A couch covered with 
cut T civet, stood along the transom ; while a divan of blue 
silk lay against the bulkhead opposite, manifesting by its 
fashion, its materials, and its piles of pillows, that even 
Asia had been made to contribute to the ease of its luxur- 
ious owner. In addition to these prominent articles, there 
were cut glass, mirrors, plate, and even hangings ; each of 
which, by something peculiar in its fashion or materials, 
bespoke an origin different from that of its neighbour, tn 
short, splendour and elegance seemed to have been much 
more consulted than propqety or conformity in taste, in 
the selection of most of those articles which had been, oddly 
enough, made to contribute to the caprice or to the comfort 
of their singular possessor. 

In the midst of this medley of wealth aud luxury ^ ap- 
peared the frowning appendages of war. The cabin included 
four of those dark cannon, whose weight and .number had 
been first to catch the attention of Wilder. Notwithstand- 
ing they were placed in such close proximity to the articles 
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of ease just enumerated, it only needed a seaman^s -eye to 
perceive that they stood ready for instant service, ana that 
nve minutes of preparation would strip the place of all its 
tinsel, and leave it a warm and welt -protected battery. 
Pistols, sabres, half-spikes, boarding-axes and all the minor 
implements of marine warfare, were arranged about the 
cabin in such a manner as to aid in giving it an appearance 
of wild embellishment, while, at the same time, each was 
convenient to the hand. 

Around the mast was placed a stand of muskets ; and 
strong wooden bars that were evidently made to fit in 
brackets on either side of the door, sufficiently showed that 
the bulkhead might easily be converted into a barrier. 
The entire arrangement proclaimed that the cabin was con- 
sidered the citadel of the ship. In support of this latter 
opinion, appeared a hatch, which evidently communicated 
with the apartments of the inferior officers, and which aho 
opened a direct passage into the magazine. These dispo- 
sitions, a little different from what he had been accustomed 
to see, instantly struck the eye of Wilder, though leisure 
was not then given to reflect on their uses and objects. 

There was a latent expression of satisfaction, something 
modified, perhaps, by irony, on the countenance of the 
stranger in green, (for he was still clad as when first intro- 
duced to the reader,) as he arose, on the entrance of hFs 
visitor. The two stood several moments without speaking, 
when the pretended barrister saw fit to break the awkward 
silence. 

**To what happy circumstance is this ship indebted for 
the honour of sucn a visit?'* he demanded. 

" 1 believe I may answer. To the invitation of her Cap- 
tain/' Wilder answered, with a steadiness and calmness 
equal to that displayed by the other. 

"Did he show you his commission, in assuming that 
office P They say at sea, I believe, that no cruiser should 
be found without a commission." 

" And what say they at the universities on this material 
point ?** 

** I see I may as well lay aside my gown, and own the 
marline-spike!" retuinedf the other, smiling. "There is 
something about the trade— profession ^ thouf^h, I believe, 
is your favourite word — there is something about the pro- 
fession which betrays us to each other. Yes, Mr. Wilder," 
he added with dignity, motioning to his guest to imitate his 
example, and Uikfi a seat, " I am, like yourself, a seaman 
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bred ; and happy am I to add« the commander of this gaU 
lantTessel." 

" Then, most you admit that I have not intruded with* 
out a sufficient warrant." 

*' I confess the same. My ship has filled yoar eye agree- 
ably ; nor shall I be slow to acknowledge that I have seen 
enough about your air and^person^to make me wUh to be 
an older acquaintance. Yon want service V 

" One should be ashamed of idleness in these stirring times/' 

'* It is well. This is an oddly constructed world in whicn 
we live^ Mr. Wilder. Some think themselves in danger, 
with a foundation beneath them no Jess solid than terra 
firmay while others are content to trust their fortunes on the 
sea. So, again, some there are who believe praying is the 
business of man ; and then come others who aro sparing 
of their breath, and take those favours for themselves which 
they have not always the leisure or the-^ndination to ask 
for. No doubt you thought it prudent to enquire into the 
nature of our trade, before you came hither in quest of em- 
ployment?*' 

" You are said to be a slaver among the townsmen of 
Newport." 

'' They are never wrong, your village gossips I If witch- 
craft ever truly existed on earth, the first of the cunning 
tribe has been a village innkeeper--4;he second, its doctor — 
and the third its priest. The right to the fourth honour 
may be disputed betw.een the barber and the tailor.'^ — 
Roderick !" 

The captain accompanied the word by which he so un^ 
ceremoniously interrupted himself, by striking a light blow 
on a Chinese gong, which among other curiosities, was sus- 
pended from one of the beams of the upper deck, within 
reach of his hand. 

" I say, Roderick, do you sleep ?" . 

A light and active boy darted out of one of the two little 
state-rooms which were constucted on the quarters of the 
ship, and answered to the summons by announcing his pre- 
sence. 

*^ Has the boat returned V 

The reply was in the affirmative. 

'* And has she been successful.?'' 

^The General is in his room, sir, and can give you an an- 
swer better than \*' 

** Then let the General appear, and report the result of his 
campaign." 

W ild er was by far too deeply interested, to brei^ the sud 
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dM reverfo into mhifih his oompanion had now evidentljr 
fallen, even by breathings as loud as usual. The boy descend- 
ed through the bateh like a serpent gliding into his hole, or, 
rather a fox darting into his burrow, and then a profound 
stillness reigned in the cabin. The commander of the ship 
leaned his head on his hand, appearing utterly unconscious 
ofthe presence of any strange^. The silence might have 
been of much longer duration, had it not been interrupted 
by the appearance of a third person. A straight rigid form 
slowly elevated itself through the little hatchway, very much 
in the manner that theatrical snectres are seen to make their 
appearanoes on the stage, until about half of the person was 
Tisible, when it ceased to rise, and tamed its disciplined 
countenance on the captain. 

** I wait for orders," said a mumbling voice, which issued 
from lips that were hardly perceived to move. 

Wilder started as this unexpected individual appeared ; 
nor was the stranger wanting in an aspect sufficiently re- 
markable to produce surprise in any spectator. The face 
was that of a man of fifty, with the lineaments rather indur- 
ated than faded by time. Its colour was an uniform red, 
with the exception of one of those expressive little fibrous 
tell-tales on each cheek, which bear so striking a resem- 
blance to the mazes of the vine, and which woula seem to be 
the true origin of the proverb which says, that " good wine 
needs no bush.'* The head was bald on its crown ; but 
around either ear was a mass of grizzled hair, promatumed 
and combed into formal military bristles. The neck was long, 
and supported by a black stock ; the shoulders, arms, and 
body, were those of a man of tall stature ; and the whole were 
enveloped in an over-coat which, though it had some«hingme- 
thodical in its fashion, was evidently intended as a sort of 
domino. The captain raised his head as the other spoke, ex- 
claimed — 

** Ah ! general, are you at your post P did you find the land P" 

X es. 

*• And the point—and the man P" 

*• Both." 

" And what did you P" 

** Obey orders." 

" That was right. — You are a jewel for an executive 
officer, General, and as such I wear you near my hearU— 
Did the fellow complain P*' 

•• He was gagged." 

'< A summary method of closing remonslranoe. It 14 as 
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it should be, General ; aa onuaU you have merited my ap* 

probation." 

** Then reivard me for it." 

*< In what manner? Yon are already a« hi^b in rank as 
I can elevate you. The next step must be knighthood/' 

" Pshaw ! my men are no better than militia. They want 
coats/' 

'* They shall have them* His majesty's guards shall not 
be half so well equipt. General, I wish you a good night" 

The figure descended in the same rigid spectral manner 
as it had risen on the sight, leaving Wilder again alone with 
the captaio of the ship. The latter seemed suddenly struck 
with the fact that this odd interview had occurred in the 
presence of one who was nearly a stranger, and that, in hit 
eyes at least, it might appear to require some explanation. 

'* My friend," he said, with an air somewhat explanatory, 
while it was at the same time not a little haughty, ** com- 
mands what, in a more regular cruiser, would be oalled the 
'marine guard.' He has gradually risen, by service, from 
the rank of a subaltern, to the high station which he now 
fills. You perceive he smells of the camp/' 

'< More than of the ship. Is it usual jfor slaveis to be so 
well provided with military equipments ? I find you armed 
at all points." 

** You would know more of us before we proceed to drive 
oar bargain," the 9aptain answered with a smile. He then 
opened a little casket that stood on the table, and drew 
from it a parchment, which he coolly handed to Wilder, 
saying, as he did so, with one of the quick searching glances 
of bi» restless eye, '* Yon will see, by that, we have, * letters 
of marque/ and are duly authorised to fight the battles of 
the king, while we are conducting our own more peaceable 
aflairs.'^ 

'* This is the commission of a brig I" 

''True, true, i have given you the wrong paper. I 
believe you will find this more accurate/' 

" This is truly a commission for the * good ship Seven 
Sisters/ but you surely carry more than ten guns-— and 
then, these in your cabin throw nine instead of four pound 
shot I" 

" Ah I you are as precise as though you had been the 
barrister, and I the blundering seaman I dare say you 
have heard of such a thing as stretching a commission/' 
continued the captain dryly, as he carelessly threw the 
parchment back among a pile of similar documents. Then 
vUog from his seat, he began to pace the cabin with quick 
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steps, as he continued, " I need not tell you, Mr. Wilder, 
that ours is a hazardous pursuit. — Some call it lawless ; but 
as I am little addicted to theological disputes, we will wave 
the question. You have not come here without knowing 
your errand." 

*^ I am in search of a berth/' 

'* Doubtless you have reflected well on the matter, and 
know your own mind as to the trade in which you would 
now sail. In order that no time may be wasted, and that our 
dealings may be frank, as becomes two honest seamen, I will 
confess to you at once that I have need of you. A brave 
and skilful man, one older, though, I dare say, not better 
than yourself, occupied that larboard state-room within the 
month, but poor fellow, he is food for fishes ere this/' 

** He was drowned." 

<' Not he ! He died in open battle with a king's ship V 

'^ A king's ship ! Have you then stretched your commis- 
sion so far as to find a warranty for giving battle to bis 
majesty's cruisers V 

*' Is there no king but George the Second ! Perhaps she 
bore the white flag, perhaps a Dane. But he was truly a 
gallant fellow; and there lies his berth, as empty as the 
day he was carried from it to be cast into the sea. He was 
a man fit to succeed to the command, should an evil star 
shine on my fate. I think I could die easier, were I to 
know this noble vessel was to be transjnitted to one who 
would make such use of her as should be." 

*' Doubtless your owners would provide a successor, in 
the event of such a calamity." 

"My owners are very reasonable," returned the other, 
with a meaning smile, while he cast another searching 
glance at his guest, which compelled Wilder to lower his 
own eyes to the cabin floor; *<they seldom trouble me 
with importunities or orders." 

*' They are indulgent ! I see that flags were not forgotten 
in your inventory; do they also give you permission to wear 
any one of all those ensigns, as you may please f 

As this question was put, the expressive and understand' 
ing looks of the two seamen met. The captain drew a 
flag from a half-open locker, where it had caught the atten* 
tion of his visitor, and letting the roll unfold itself on the 
deck, he answered,-^ 

" This is the Lily of France, you see. No bad emblem 
of your stainless Frenchman. An escutcheon of 'pretODoe 
without spot, but nevertheless, a little soiled by too much 
-ue. Here you have the calculating Dutchman, plain^ 
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snlistaDiial, ftad oheap. It ia a ihig I little like. If ilie 
ship be of value, her owners are not often willing to dis- 
pose of her without a prioe. This is your swaggering 
Bamburgher. He is rich in the possession of one town, 
and makes his boast of it in these towers. Of the rest 
of his mighty possessions he wisely says nothing in his 
allegory. These are the Creseents of Tarkey; a moon- 
struck nation, that believe themselves the inheritors of 
heaven. Let them enjoy their birthright ia peaee ; it is sel- 
dom they are found looking for its blessings on the high seas 
— and these, the little satellites that pJay aboat the mighty 
moon; your Barbarians of Africa. I hold but little com- 
munion with these wide-trowsered gentry, for they seldom 
deal in gainful traffic. And yet," he added, glancing his eye 
at the silken divan before which Wilder was seated, *' I have 
met the rascals ; nor have we parted entirely without com- 
munication ! Ah I here comes the man I like ; your golden 
gorgeous Spaniard ! This field of yellow reminds one ol 
the riches of her mines ; and this erown ! one might fancy 
it of beaten gold, and stretch forth a hand to grasp the trea- 
sure. What a blazonry is this for a galleon ! Here is the 
humbler Portuguese ; and ^et he is not without a wealthy 
look. I 'have often fancied there were true Brasilian 
diamonds in this kingly bauble Yonder crucifix, which 
jrou see hanging in pious proximity to my state-room door, 
IS a snecimen of the sort I mean.'' 

Wilder turned bis head to throw a look on the valuable 
emblem, that was really suspended from the bulkhead, 
within a few inches of the spot the other named. After 
satisfying bis curiosity^ he was in the act of giving his 
attenuon again to the flags, when he detected another of 
those penetrating, but stolen glances with which his com* 
panion so often read the countenance of bis assooiates. It 
might have been that the captain was endeavouring to 
discover the effect his profuse display of wealth had pro- 
duced on the mind <tf his visitor. Let that be as it would, 
Wilder smiled i for, at that moment, the idea first occurred 
bat the ornaments of the cabin had been thus studiously 
arranged with an expectation of his arrival, and with itit 
wish that their richness might strike his senses favourablr. 
The other caught the enression of his eye, and perhaps ne 
mistook its meaning, when he saiiered his construction of 
what it said to animate him to pursue his whimsical analy« 
sis of the flags, with an air still more cheerful and vivacious 
than before,— ^^ 
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** These double-headed uonsteni are land birds, and sel* 
dom risk a flight over deep waters. They are not for me. 
Your hardy, valiant Dane ; your sturdy Swede ; a nest of 
srsaller fry,'* he continued, passing his hand rapidly over 
a dozen little rolls, as they lay, each in its own repository, 
** who spread their bunting like larger states ; and your 
luxurious Neapolitan. Ah ! here come the keys of heaven ! 
This a flag to die under ! I lay yard-arm and yard-arm 
^nce, under that very bit of bunting, with a heavy corsair 
from Algiers," — 

'* What ! did you choose to fight under the banners of the 
Church P'» 

*• In mere devotion. I pictured' to myself the surprise 
that would overcome the barbarian, when he should find 
that we did not go to prayers. We gave him but a round 
or two before he swore tnat Allah had decreed he might 
surrender. There was a moment, while I luffed-up on bis 
weather-quarter, I believe that the Mussulman thought 
the whole of the holy Conclave was afloat, and that the 
downfall of Mahomet and his offspring was ordained. I 
provoked the conflict, I will confess, in showing him these 
peaceful Keys, which he is dull enough to conceive open 
naif the strong boxes in Christendom !" 

" When he had confessed his error, you let him go ! " 

"Hum ! — with my blessing. There was some interchang^e 
of commodities between us, and then we parted. I left him 
smoking his pipe, in a heavy sea, with his fore-topmast over 
the side, his mizenmast under his counter, and some six or 
seven holes in his bottom, that let in the water just as fast as 
the pumps discharged it. You see he was in a fair way to 
acquire his portion of the inheritance. But Heaven had or- 
dained it all, and he was satisfied ! " 

** And what flags are these which you have passed ? They 
seem rich and many.'' 

'* These are England; like herself, aristocratic, party- 
coloured, and a good deal touched by humour. Here is 
bunting to note all ranks and conditions, as if men were not 
made of the same flesh, and the people of one kingdom might 
not all sail honestly under the same emblems. Here is my 
Lord High Admiral ; your St. George ; your field of red and 
of blue, as chance may give you a leader, or the humour of 
the moment prevail ; the stripes of mother India, and the 
Royal Standard itself! '' 

** The Royal Standard I " 

**Why not? a commander is termed a 'monarch in his 
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ship/ Ay, this is the standard of the king ; and, what is 
more, it has been worn in presence of an admiral ! " 

" This needs explanation ! " exclaimed his listener, who 
seemed fo feel macb that sort of horror that a churchman 
woald discover at the detection of sacrilege. ** To wear the 
royal standard in presence of a flag! we all know how dilB- 
ctilt and even dangerous it becomes, to sport a simple pen- 
nant with the eyes of a king's cruiser on us—" 

** I love to flaunt the rascals ! *' interrupted the other, with 
a smothered but bitter laugh. ** There is pleasure in the 
thing ! — In order to punish, they must possess the power ; an 
experiment often made, but never yet successful. You un- 
derstand balancing accounts with the law, by showing a 
broad sheet of canvass ! I need say no more.'' 

'^And ivhich of all these flags do you most use?" de- 
manded Wilder, after a moment of intense thought. 

<* As to mere sailing, I am whimsical as a girl in her teens 
in the choice of her ribbons. I will often show you a dozen 
in a day. Many is the worthy trader who has gone into 
port with his veritable account of this Dutchman, or that 
Dane, with whom he has spoken in the oflSng. As to fighting, 
though I have been known to indulge a humour, too, in that 
particular, still is there one which I most affect." 
" And that is ?— " 

The captain kept his hand for a moment on the roll he 
had touched, and seemed to read the very soul of his visitor, 
so intent and keen was his look the while. Then, suffering 
the bunting to fall, a deep blood-red field, without relief or 
ornament of any sort, unfolded itself, as ho answered with 
emphasis — 
**This." 

*^ That is the colour of a Rover ! '* 

*' Ay, it is red, I like it better than your gloomy fields of 
black, with death's heads, and other childish scare-crows. 
It threatens nothing : but merely says, ' Such is the price at 
which I am to be bought' Mr. Wilder," he added, losing: 
the mixture of irony and pleasantry with which he had sup* 
ported the previous dialogue in an air of authority, '< we un- 
derstand each other. It is time that each should sail under 
his proper colours. I need not tell you who I am." 

"I believe it is unnecessary," said Wilder. " If I can 
comprehend these palpable sig^s^ I stand in presence of— 
of—" 

"The Red Rover," continned the other, observing that he 
hesitated to pronounce the appalling name. " It is true ; 
and I hope this interview is the commencement of a durabio 
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and firm friendship. I know not the aeoret cause, but, from 
the moment of oar meeting, a strong and indefinable interest 
has drawn me towards you. Perhaps I felt the void which 
my situation has drawn about me i^-^be that as it may» I re- 
oeive you with a longing heart and open arms." / 

Though it must be very evident from what preceded this 
open avowal, that Wilder was not ignorant of the character 
of the ship on board of which he had' just ventured^ yet did 
he not receive the acknowledgment without embarrassment. 
The reputation of this renowned freebooter — ^his daring — his 
acts of liberality and licentiousness so frequently blemled^ 
and his desperate disregard of life on all occasions, were pro- 
bably crowding together in the recollection of our more 
youthful adventurer, and caused him to feel that species of 
responsible hesitation, to which we are all more or less sub- 
ject on the occurrence of important events, be they ever so 
much expected. 

** You have not mistaken my purpose, or my suspicions," 
he at length answered, ** for I own I have come in search of 
this very ship. I acc^t the service ; and, from this mo- 
ment, yott will rate me in whatever station you may think 
me best able to dischaige my duty with credit" 

*' You are next to myself. In the morning the same shall 
be proclaimed on the quarter-deck ; and, in the event of my 
death, unless I am deceived in my man, you will prove my 
successor. This may strike you as sudden confidence. It is 
so in part, I most acknowledge ; but oar shipping lists can- 
not be opened, like those of the king, by boat of drum in the 
fftreets of the metropolis; and, then* am I no judge of tbe 
human heart if my frank reliance on your faith does not in 
itself strengthen your good feelings in my favour." 

*^ It does ! " exclaimed Wilder, with sudden and deep em- 
phasis. 

The Rover smiled calmly, as he oon tinned*— 

** Young gentlemen of your years are apt to carry no small 
portion of their hearts in their hands. But, notwithstanding 
this seeming sympathy, in order that you may have snfiicient 
respect for the discretion of your leader, it is necessary that 
I should say we have met before. I was apprised of your 
intention to seek me out, and to ofier to join me.'' 

** It is impossible ! " cried Wilder, '' no human being-^" 

" Can ever be certain his secrets are safe," interrupted the 
other, '' when he carries a face as ingenious as your own. It 
is but fourand-twenty hours since you were in the good town 
of Boston.'* 

** I admit that muoli : but—*'' 
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*' Yoa will soon admit the rest. You were too curious ia 
your inquiries off the dolt who declared he was robbed by us 
of his provisions and sails. The false-tongued villain ! It 
may be well for him to keep from my path, or he may get a 
lesson that shall prick his honesty. Does he think such 
pitiful game as his would induce me to spread a single inch 
of canvass, or even to lower a boat into the sea I " 

'' Is not his statement, then, true ? " demanded Wilder, in 
a surprise he took no pains to conceal. 

** True ! Am I what report has made me ? Look keenly 
at the monster, that nothing may escape you," returned the 
Rover, with a hollow laugh, in which scorn struggled to keep 
down the feelings of wounded pride. *' Where are the horns 
and the cloven foot? Snuff the air: is it not tainted with 
sulphur ? But enough of this. I knew of your inquiries, and 
liked your mien. In short, you were my study ; and, though 
my approaches were made with some caution, they were 
sufficiently nigh to effect the object. You pleased me. 
Wilder, and I hope the satisfaction may be mutual.'^ 

The newly engaged buccannier bowed to the compliment 
of his superior, and appeared at some little loss for a reply« 
As if to get rid of the subject at once, he hurriedly observed— 

" As we now understand each other, I will intrude no 
longer, but leave you for the night, and return to my duty in 
the morning.'' 

''Leave me ! '* returned the Rover, stopping short in his 
walk, and fastening his eye keenly on the other. '* It is not 
usual for my officers to leave me at this hour. A sailor should 
love his ship, and never sleep out of her, unless on compul* 
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** We may as well understand each other,'' said Wilder, 
quickly. '* If it is to be a slave, and, like one of the bolts, a 
fixture in the vessel, that you need me, our bargain is at an 
end.'' 

'^ Hum ! I admire your spirit, sir, much more than your 
discretion. You will find me an attached friend, and one 
who littie likes a separation, however short. Is there not 
enotigh to content you here ? I will not speak of such low 
considerations as those which administer to the ordinary ap« 
petites. But you have been taught the value of reason ; here 
are books — ^you have taste ; here is elegance-— you are poor ; 
here is wealth." 

" They amount to nothing without liberty," coldly return- 
ed the other. 

** And what is this liberty you ask ? I hope, young man, 
}ou would not so soon betray the confidence you have ju^** 
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received 1 Oar aeqaaintance is but short, and I may hare 
been too hasty in my faith." 

" I must return to the land," Wilder added, firmly, *• if it 
be only to know that I am intmsted, and am not a prisoner." 

** There is a generons sentiment, or deep villany, in all 
tills," resumed the Rover, after a minute of deep thought. 
" I will believe the former. Deelare to me, that, while in 
the town of Newport, you will inform no soul of the true 
character of this ship." 

•* I will swear it," eagerly interrupted Wilder. 

" On this cross," rejoined the Rover, with a sarcastic 
laugh ; ** on this diamond-mounted cross ! No, sir," he 
added, with a proud cur(of the lip, as he cast the jewel con- 
temptnonsiy aside, *' oaths are made for men who need laws 
to keep them to their promises ; I need no more than the 
clear and unequivocal affirmation of a gentleman." 

*' Then, plainly and unequivocally do J declare, that, while 
in Newport, I will discover the character of this ship to no 
one, without your wish, or order so to do. Nay more — " 

** No more. It is wise to be sparing of our pledges, and to 
say no more than the occasion requires. The time may come 
when you might do good to yourself without harming me, by 
being unfettered by a promise. In an hour, you shall land ; 
that time will be needed to make you acquainted with the 
terms of your enlistment, and to grace my rolls with your 
name. — ^Roderick,*' he added, again touching the gong, 
*♦ you are wanted, boy." 

The same active lad that had made his appearance at the 
first summons, ran up the steps from the cabin beneath, and 
announced his presence again by his voice. 

•* Roderick," continued the Rover, *< this is my ftiture lieu- 
tenant, and, of course, your officer and my friend. Will you 
take refreshment, sir? there is little that man needs, whieh 
Roderick cannot supply." 

** I thank you ; I have need of none." 

** Then, have the goodness to follow the boy. He will 
show you into the dining apartment beneath, and give yon 
the written regulations. In an hour you will faaVe digested 
the code, and by that time I shall be with yon. Throw the 
light more upon the ladder, boy ; you can descend without a 
ladder though, it would seem, or I should not at this mo- 
ment have the pleasure of your company.*' 

The intelligent smile of the Rover was unanswered by any 
corresponding evidence from the subject of his joke, that he 
found satisfaction in the remembrance of the awkward situ- 
ation in which he had been left in the tower. The former 
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eangbtihe dis|>leased expreasioD of the other's ooanteaaaeo, 
as he gravely prepared to follow the boy, who already atood 
in the hatchway with a light. Advanciog a step, with the 
grace and tones of sensitive breeding, he said quickly — 

*' Mr. Wilder, I owe you an apology for my seeming rude* 
ness at parting on the hill. Though I believed you mine, I 
was not sure of my acquisition. You will readily see how 
necessary it might be, to one in my situation, to throw off a 
companion at such a moment" 

Wilder turned, with a countenance from which every shade 
of displeasure had vanished, and motioned to him to say no 
more. 

'' It was awkward enough, certainly, to find one's self in 
such a prison ; but I feel the justice of what you say. I 
might have done the very thing myself, if the same presence 
of mind were at hand to help me.'' 

'' The good-man who grinds in the Newport ruin, must be 
in a sad way, since all the rats are leaving his mill,'' cried 
the Rover gaily, as Ids companion descended after the boy. 
Wilder now freely returned his open oordial laagh, and then, 
as he descended, the cabin wm left to him who, a few mi- 
nutes before, had been found in its quiet possession. 



CHAPTER VIL 

The world affords no law to make thee rich ; 
Then be not poor, bat break it^ and take thifl* 
Apoih.'^yiy poverty, bat not my will, conMnts. 

Borneo and Julioi* 

The Rover arrested his step as the other disappeared, and 
stood for more than a minute in an attitude of high and 
self-gratulating triumph. It was quite apparent he was 
exulting in his saccess. But, though his intelligent face 
betrayed the satisfaction of the inward man, it was illu- 
mined by no expression of vulgar joy. It was the coun- 
tenance of one who was suddenly relieved from intense care, 
rather than that of a man who was greedy of profiting by 
the services of others. Indeed, it would not have been diffi- 
cult for a close and practised observer, to have detected a 
shade of regret in the lightings of bis seductive smile, or in 
the momentary flashes of his changeful eye. The feeling, 
however, quickly passed away, and his whole figure and 
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xoantenance resumed the ordinary easy mien in which he 
most indulged in his hours of retirement. 

After allowing sufficient time for the boy to conduct Wilder 
to the necessary cabin, and to put him in possession of the 
regulations for the police of the ship, the captain again 
touched the gong, and once more summoned the former to 
his presence. The lad had, however, to approach the elbow 
of his master, and to speak thrice, before the other was con- 
scious that he had answered his call. 

*' Roderick/' said the Rover^ after a long pause, ^' are you 
there?" 

'' I am here/' returned a low, and seemingly a mournful 
voice. 

^' Ah ! you gave him the regulations ? " 

" I did/' 

" And he reads ? " 

" He reads." 

** It is well. I would speak to the General. Roderick, 
you must have need of rest ; good night ; let the General 
be summoned to a council, and — Good night, Roderick." 

The boy made an assenting reply ; but instead of spring- 
ing, with his former alacrity, to execute the order, he 
lingered a moment nigh his master's chair. Failing, how- 
ever, in his wish to catch his eye, he slowly and reluctantly 
descended the stairs which led into the lower cabins, and was 
seen no more. 

It is needless to describe the manner in which the General 
made his second appearance. It differed in no particular 
from his former entree, except that, on this occasion, the 
whole of his person \ias developed. He appeared a tail 
upright form, that was far from being destitute of natural 
grace and proportions, but which had been so exquisitely 
drilled into simultaneous movements, that the several mem- 
bers bad so far lost the power of volition, as to render it 
impossible for one to stir, without producing something like 
a correspondent demonstration in all its fellows. This rigid 
and well-regulated personage, after making a formal mili- 
tary bow to his superior, helped himself to a chair, in which, 
after some little time lost in preparation, he seated himself 
in silence. The Rover seemed conscious of his presence, 
for he acknowledged his salute by a gentle inclination of 
his own head ; though he did not appear to think it neces- 
sary to suspend his ruminations the more on that account 
At lengih, however, he turned short upon his companion^ 
and said abruptly-^ 
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^*<9€neral. the campaign is pot finished." 

''What remains? the field is won, and the enemy &i a 
prisoner." 

" Ay, your part of the adventure is well achieved, but 
much of mine remains to be done. You saw the youth in 
the lower cabin?" 

** I did." 

" And how find you his appearance ? " 

" Maritime/' 

" That \s as much as to say, you like him not." 

" I like discipline." 

'< I am much mistaken if you do not find him to your taste 
on the quarter-deck. Let that be as it may, I have still a 
favour to ask of you ! 

" A favour ! — it is getting late.' 

" Did I say *a favour? ' there is duty to be yet done.' 

" I wait your orders.' 

" It is necessary that we use great precaution ; for, as you 
know—'' 

" I wait your orders," laconically repeated the other. 

The Rover compressed his mouth, and a scornful smile 
struggled about the nether lip ; but it changed into a look 
half blandy half authoritative, as he continued — 

" You will find two seamen in a skiff alongside the ship ; 
the one is white, and the other is black. These men you 
will have conducted into the vessel — into one of the forward 
state-rooms — and you will have them both thoroughly in- 
toxicated." 

*' It shall be done," returned he who was called the Gene- 
ral, rising, and marching with long strides towards the door 
of the cabin. 

" Pause a moment," exclaimed the Rover ; " what agent 
will you use ? " 

*' Nightingale has the strongest head but one in the 
ship." 

*' He is too far gone already. I sent him ashore, to look 
about for any straggling seamen who might like oor service; 
and I found him in a tavern, with all the fastenings off his 
tongue, declaiming like a lawyer who had taken a fee from 
both parties. Besides, he had a quarrc^l with one of these 
very men, and it is probable they would get to blows in their 
cups." 

'* I will do it myself. My night-cap is waiting for me ; 
and it is only to lace it a little tighter than common." 

The Rover seemed content with this assurance ; for he 
^xpre^sf d his satisfactipii with a familiar nod of the head» 
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The soldier was now about to depart, when he wis ftgain 
Interropted — 

'• One thing more, General ; there is your captive—** 

<* Shall I make him drunk, too ? " 

'' By no means. Let him he conducted hither.'^ 

The General made an ejaculation of assent, and left the 
cabin. *'It were weak," thought the Rover, as he resumed 
his walk up and down the apartment, '* to trust too much 
to an ingenuous face and youthful enthusiasm. I am de- 
ceived if the boy has not had reason to think himself dis- 
gusted with the world, and ready to embark in any romantic 
enterprise ; but, still, to be deceived might be fatal ; there- 
fore will I be prudent, even to excess of caution. He is tied 
in an extraordinary manner to these two seamen. I would 
I knew his history. But all that will come in proper time. 
The men must remain as hostages for his own return, and 
for his faith. If he prove false, why, they are seamen ; — 
and many men are expended in this wild service of ours ! 
It is well arranged, and no suspicion of any plot on our part 
will wound the sensitive pride of the boy, if he be, as I 
would gladly think, a true man.'' 

Such was, in a great manner, the train of thought in 
which the Rover indulged for many minutes, after his 
military companion had left him. His lips moved ; smiles, 
and dark shades of thought, in turn, chased each other from 
his speaking countenance, which betrayed all the sudden 
and violent changes that denote the workings of a busy 
spirit within. While thus engrossed in mind, his step be- 
came more rapid, and at times he gesticulated a little ex- 
travagantly, when he found himself, in a sudden turn, un- 
expectedly confronted by a form that seemed to rise on his 
tight like a vision. 

While most engaged in his own humours, two powerful 
seamen had, unheeded, entered the cabin ; and, after silently 
depositing a human figure in a seat, they withdrew without 
speaking. It was before this personage that the Rover now 
found himself. The gaze was mutual, long, and uninter- 
rupted by a syllable from either party. Surprise and inde- 
cision held the Rover mute, while wonder and alarm ap- 
peared to have literally frozen the faculties of the other. 
At length the former, sufiering a quaint and peculiar smile 
to gleam for a moment across his countenance, said, ab- 
ruptly— 

'* 1 welcome Sir Hector Homespun I " 

The ejes of the confounded tailor — for it was no other 
than that gprmlons acquaintance of the reader who had 
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hXien ioto the toils of the Rover— the eyes of the good-man 
roUed from right to left, embracing, in their wanderings^ the 
medley of elegance and warlike preparation that they every- 
where met, never failing to return, from each greedy look, 
to devoar the figare that stood before him. 

** I say, welcome. Sir Hector Homespan ! " repeated the 
Rover. 

** The Lord will be lenient to the sins of a miserable father 
of seven small children I " ejaculated the tailor. ** It is hat 
little, valiant pirate, that can be gotten from a hard-working, 
upright tradesman, who sits from the rising to the setting 
SUB, bent over bis labonr.'^ 

*' These are debasing terms for ohivalry, Sir Hector,'' in- 
terrupted the Rover, laying his hand on the little riding- 
whip, which had been thrown earelessly on the cabin table, 
and tapping the shoulder of the tailor with the same, as 
though he were a sorcerer, and would disenchant the other 
with the touch : ** cheer up, honest and loyal subject : Foiw 
tune has at length ceased to frown : it is but a few hours 
since you complained that no custom came to your shop 
firom this vessel, and now are you in a fair way to do the 
business of the whole ship/'- 

''Ah I honourable and magnanimous Rover," rejoined 
Homespun, whose tlaencv returned with his senses, ''lam 
an impoverished and undone man. My life has been one of 
weary and probationary hardships. Five bloody and cruel 
wars— 

'* Enough. I have said that Fortune was just beginning 
to smile. Clothes are as necessanr to gentlemen of our pro- 
fession as to the parish priest. Yon shall not baste a seam 
without your reward. Behold I *' he added, touching the 
spring of a secret drawer, which flew open, and disco? ered a 
confused pile of g^M, in which the coins of nearly every 
Christian people were blended, "we are not without the 
means of paying those who serve us faithfully" 

The sudden exhibition of a horde of wealth, which not 
only greatly exceeded any thing of the kind he had ever 
before witnessed, but which actually surpassed his limited 
imaginative powers, was not without its effect on the sen- 
sitive feelings of the good-man. After feasting on the sight 
for the few moments that his companion left the treasure 
exposed to view, he turned to the em led possessor of so 
much gold, and demanded, — the tones of increased confi- 
dence gradually stealing into his voice, as the inward man 
felt additional motives of encouragement* 
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And what am I expected to perform, mighty seaman, 
for my portion of this wealth ? " 

" That which you daily perform on the land — to out, to 
fashion, and to sew. Perhaps, too, your talent at a mas- 
querade dress may be taxed, from time to time/' 

*' Xh ! they are lawless and irreligious devices of the 
enemy, to lead men into sin and worldly abomination* 
But, worthy mariner, there is my disconsolate consort. 
Desire ; though stricken in years, and given to wordy strife, 
yet is she the lawful partner of my bosom, and the mother 
of a numerous offspring." 

'* She shall not want. This is an asylum for distressed 
husbands. Your men, who have not force enough to com- 
mand at home, come to my ship as to a city of refuge. You 
will make the seventh who has found peace by fleeing to this 
sanctuary. Their families are supported by ways best known 
to ourselves, and all parties are content. This is not the 
least of my benevolent acts.'' 

''It is praiseworthy and just, honourable captain ; and I 
hope that Desire and her offspring may not be forgotten. 
The labourer is surely worthy of his hire ; and if, perad- 
venture, I should toil in your behalf, through stress of com- 
pulsion, I hope the good-woman and her young may fatten, 
on your liberality." 

** You have my word ; they shall not be neglected.'' 

^* Perhaps, just gentleman, if an allotment should be made 
in advance from that stock of gold, the mind of my consort 
would be relieved, her inquiries after my fate not so search- 
ing, and her spirit less troubled. I have reason to under- 
stand the temper of Desire ; and am well identified, that, 
while the prospect of want is before her eyes, there will be 
a clamour in Newport Now that the Lord has graciously 
given me the hopes of a respite, there can be no sin in wish- 
ing to enjoy it in peace." 

Although the Rover was far from believing, with his cap- 
tive, that the tongue of Desire could disturb the harmony of 
his ship, he was in the humour to be indulgent. Touching 
the spring again, he took a handful of the gold, and, extend- 
ing it towards Homespun, demanded — 

** Will you take the bounty, and the oath ? The money 
will then be your own." 

** The Lord defend us from the evil one, and deliver us all 
from temptation ! " ejaculated the tailor. '' Heroic Rover, I 
have a dread of the law. Should any evil overcome you, in 
the shape of a king's cruiser, or a tempest cast you on the 
land, there might be danger in being contaminated too closely 
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with yoar crew. Any little services whieh I may render, on 
compulsion, will be overlooked, I humbly hope ; and 1 trust 
to your magnanimity, honest and honourable eommandor, 
that the same will not be foi*gotten in the division of your up- 
right earnings/' 

*'This is but the spirit of cabbaging, a little distoi ted,'' 
mattered the Rover, as he tarned lightly on his heel, and 
tapped the gong, with an impatience that sent the startling 
sound through every cranny of the ship. Four or five heads 
were thrust in at the different doors of the cabin, and the 
voice of one was heard, desiring to know the wishes of their 
leader. 

''Take him to his hammock/' was the qaick, sudden 
order. 

The good-man Homespun, who, from fright or policy, ap- 
peared to be utterly unable to move, was quickly lifted from 
his seat, and conveyed to the door which communicated with 
the quarter-deck. 

*^ Pause,'* he exclaimed to his unceremonious bearers, as 
they were about to transport him to the place designated by 
their captain ; ''I have one word yet to say. Honest and 
royal rebel, though I do- not accept your service, neither do 
I refiosa it in an unseemly and irreverent manner. It is a 
sore temptation, and I feel it at my fingers' ends. But a co- 
venant may be made between us, by which neither party 
shall be a loser, and in which the law shall find no groundls 
of displeasure. I would wish, mighty commodore, to carry 
an honest name to my grave, and I would also wish to live 
out the number of my days ; for, after having passed with so 
much eredit, and unharmed, through five bloody and cruel 
wars"^— 

'* Awfty with him !'' was the stem and startling interrup- 
tion. 

Homespun vanished as though magic had been employed 
in transporting him, and the Rover was again left to him* 
selt His meditations were not interrupted, for a long time, 
by human footstep or voice. That breathing stillness which 
unbending and stem discipline can alone impart, pervaded 
the ship. A landsman, seated in the cabin, might have fan- 
cied himself, although surrounded by a crew of lawless and 
Taliant men, in the solitude of a deserted church, so suppres- 
sed and deadened were even those sounds that were abso* 
lotely necessary. There were heard at times, it is trae, the 
high and harsh notes of some reveller who appeared to break 
forth in the strains of a sea song, which, as they issued from 
the depths of the vessel, and were not very musical in them- 
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scWeSy broke on the silence like the first discordant strains 
of a new practitioner on a bugle. But even these interrupt 
tions gradually grew less frequent, and finally became in- 
audible. At length the Rover heard a hand fumbling about 
the handle of the cabin door, and then his military friend 
once more made his appearance. 

There was that in the step, the countenance, and the whole 
air of the general, which proclaimed that his recent service, 
if successful, had not been achieved entirely without personal 
hazard. The Rover, ^ho had started from his seat the 
moment he saw who had entered, instantly demanded his 
report. 

** The white is so drunk that he cannot lie down without 
holding on to the mast ; but the negro is either a cheat, or 
his head is made of flint.'^ 

'^ I hope you have not too easily abandoned the design.'* 

*' I would as soon batter a mountain ! my retreat was not 
made a minute too soon." 

The Rover fastened his eyes on the general, for a moment, 
In order to assure himself of the precise condition of his sub- 
altern, ere he replied — 

** It is well. We will now retire for the night." 

The other carefully dressed his tall person, and brought 
his face in the direction of the little hatchway so often named. 
Then, by a sort of desperate effort, he essayed to march to 
the spot, with his customary upright mien and military step. 
As one or two erratic movements and crossings of the legs 
were not commented on by his captain, the worthy martinet 
descended the stairs, as he believed, with sufiicient dignity ; 
the moral man not being in the precise state vrhich is the 
best adapted to discover any little blunders that might be 
made by his physical coadjutor. The Rover looked at his 
watch ; and, after allowing sufficient time for the deliberate 
retreat of the general, he stepped lightly on the stairs, and 
descended also. 

The lower apartments of the vessel, though less striking 
in their equipments than the upper cabin, were arranged 
with great attention to neatness and comfort. A few oflSces 
for the servants occupied the extreme after-part of the ship, 
communicating by doors with the dining apartment of the 
secondary officers ; or, as it was called in technical language, 
the " ward-room." On either side of this, again, were the 
state-rooms, an imposing name, by which the dormitories of 
those who are entitled to the honours of the quarter-deck are 
ever called. Forward of the ward- room, came the apait- 
uients of the minor officers and^ immediately in front of then\« 
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the corps of the individual who was called the Oeneral, waft 
lodged, forming, hy their discipline, a barrier between tlie 
more lawless seamen and their superiors. 

There was little departure, in this disposition of the accom- 
modations, from the ordinary arrangements of vessels of war 
of the same description and force as the ''Rover;" but 
Wilder had not failed to remark, that the bulkheads which 
separated the cabins from the berth-deck, or the part occu- 
pied by the crew, were far stouter than common, and that a 
small howitzer was at hand, to be used, as a physician might 
say, internally, should occasion require. The doors were of 
extraordinary strength, and the means of barricadoing them, 
resembled more a preparation for battle, than the usual se- 
curities against petty encroachments on private property. 
Muskets, blunderbusses, pistols, sabres, half-pikes, &c., were 
fixed to the beams and cariings, or were made to serve as or- 
naments against the different bulk-heads, in a profusion that 
plainly told they were there as much for use as for show. 
In short, to the eye of a seaman, the whole betrayed a state 
of things, in which the superiors felt that their whole secu- 
rity, against the violence and insubordination of their infe- 
riors, depended on their influence and their ability to resist, 
united ; and that the former had not deemed it prudent to 
neglect any of the precautions which might aid their compa- 
iatively less powerful physical force. 

In the principal of the lower apartments, or the ward-room, 
the Rover found his newly-enlisted lieutenant, apparently 
busy in studying the regulations of the service in which ho 
had just embarked. Approaching the corner in which the 
latter had seated himself, the former said, in a frank, en- 
couraging, and even confidential manner — 

** I hope you find our laws sufficiently firm, Mr. Wilder." 

'' Want of firmness is not their fault ; if the same quality 
can always be observed in administering them, it is well,'^ 
returned the other, nsing to salute his superior. ** I have 
never found such rigid rules, even in'' — 

'* Even in what, sir ? '' demanded the Rover, perceiving 
that his companion hesitated. 

" I was about to say, * Even in his majesty's service,' " re- 
tamed Wilder, slightly colouringt '' I know not whether it 
may be a fault, or a recommendation, to have served in a 
kiDii^'s ship." 

'* It is the latter ; at least I, for one, should think it so, 
since I learned my trade in the same service." 

*' In what ship?" eagerly interrupted Wilder. 

«* In many," was the cold reply. ** But, speaking of rii^*'* 
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lales, yoQ will soon perceive that, in a service wlMre thei« 
are no courts on shore to protect us» nor any sister-omisers 
to look after each other's welfare, no small portion of power 
is necessarily vested in the commander. You find my autho- 
rity a good deal extended/' 

*' A little unlimited/' said Wilder, with a smile that might 
have passed for ironical. 

<* I hope you will have no occasion to say that it is arbi- 
trarily executed," returned the Rover, without observing, or 
perhaps without lettmg it appear that he observed the ex- 
pression of his companion's countenance. '' But your hoar 
is come, and you are now at liberty to land.'' 

The young man thanked him, with a oourteoos iaeliaation 
of the head, and expressed his readiness to go. As they 
ascended the ladder into the upper cabin, the captain expres- 
sed his regret that the hour, and the necessity of preserving 
the incognito of his ship, would not permit him to send an 
officer of his rank ashore in the manner he could wish. 

** But then there is the skiff in which you came off, still 
alongside, and your own two stout fellows will soon twitch 
you to yon point Apropos of those two men, are they in- 
cluded in our arrangement? " 

'< They have never quitted me since my childhood, and 
would not wish to do it now." 

'' It is a singular tie that unites two men, so oddly eonsti- 
tated, to one so different by kabiti and education from 
themselves," returned the Rover, glanolag his eye keenly at 
\Ae other, and withdrawing it the instant he peroeived his 
interest in the answer was observed. 

*' It is," Wilder calmly replied; ** hot, as we are all sea- 
men, the difference is- not so great as one would at first 
imagine. I will now join them, and take an opportunity to 
let them know that they are to serve in future under your 
orders/' 

The Rover suffered him to leave the cabin, following to 
the quarter-deck, with a careless step, ss if he had come 
abroad to breathe the open air of the night. 

The weather had not changed, but it still continued dark, 
though mild. The same stillness as before reigned on the 
decks of the ship ; and nowhere, with a solitary exoeption, 
was a human form to be seen, amid the collection of dark 
objects that rose on the sight, all of which Wilder well 
understood to be necessary fixtures in the vessel. The de- 
ception was the same individual who had first received our 
adventurer, and who still paced the quarter-deck, wrapped 
<ii before, in a watch-coat. To this personage the youth 
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bow addreissed himself, annoxmcing bis intention tempo ra« 
rily to qait the vessel. H4s commuaication was received 
with a respect that satisfied him his new rank was already 
known, although, as it would seem, it was to be made to 
succamb to the superior authority of the Rover. 

*^ You know, sir, that no one, of whatever station, can 
leave the ship at this hour, without an order from the cap- 
tain/' was the civil, but steady reply. 

*' So I presume ; but I have the order, and transmit it to 
yoQ« I shall land in my own boaf 

The other, seeing a figure within hearing, which he well 
knew to be that of his commander, waited an instant to 
ascertain if w^at he heard was true. Finding that no ob- 
jection Was made, or any sign given to the contrary, he 
merely indicated the place where the other would find his 
boat. 

' ''The men have left it!'' exclaimed Wilder, stepping 
back in surprise, as he was about to descend the vessel's 
side. 

" Have the rascals run ? " 

** Sir, they have not run ; neither are they rascals. They 
are in this ship, and must be found." 

The other waited to witness the effect of these authorita- 
tive words, too, on the individual who still lingered in the 
shadow of a mast. As no answer was, however, given 
from that quarter, he saw the necessity of obedience. In- 
timating his intention to seek the men, he passed into the 
forward parts of the vessel, leaving Wilder, as he thought, 
in the sole possession of the quarter-deck. The latter was, 
however, soon undeceived. The Rover, advancing care- 
lessly to his side, made an allusion to the condition of his 
vessel, in order to divert the thoughts of his new lieutenant, 
who, by his hurried manner of pacing the deck, he saw, 
was beginning to indulge in uneasy meditations. 

'* A charming sea- boat, Mr. Wilder," he continued, " and 
one that never throws a drop of spray abaft her mainmast. 
She is just the craft a seaman loves ; easy on her rigging, 
and lively in a sea. I call her the 'Dolphin,' from the 
manner in which she cuts the water ; and, perhaps, because 
she has as many colours as that fish, you will say — Jack 
must have a name for his ship, you know, and I dislike 
your cnt-throat appellations, your ' Spit-fires' and ' Bloody- 
murders.' *' 

** Tou were fortunate in finding such a vessel. Was she 
built to your orders ? " 

'* Few ships, under six hundred tons, sail from these co- 
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colonies tliat are not built to serre my puvpotM," ntnnied 
the Bover, with a smile, as if he would cheer his eompauioii 
by displaying the mine of wealth that was opening to him 
through the new connection he had made. ''This Teasel 
was originally built for his most faithful majesty; and» I 
believe, was either intended as a present or a scourge to 
the Alfferines; but — ^but she has changed owners, as yoa 
see, and her fortune is It little altered ; though how, or why, 
is a trifle with which we will not just now divert ourselves. 
I have had her in port; she has undergone some improve- 
ments, and is now altogether suited to a running trade.*' 

'* You then venture sometimes inside the ports P " 

''When you have leisure, m^ private journal may afford 
some interest," the other evasively replied. "I hope, Mr, 
Wilder, you will find this vessel in such a state that a seaman 
need not blush for her ? " 

" Her beauty and neatness first caught my eye, and in- 
duced me to make closer inquiries into her character." 

" You were quick in seeing that she was kept at single 
anchor!" returned the other, laughing. "But 1 never mk 
anything without a reason, not even the loss of my ground- 
tackle. It would be no great achievement for so warm a 
battery as this I carry to silence yonder apology for a fort, 
but in doiuji it we might receive an unfortunate hit, and 
therefore do I keep ready for an instant departure." 

"It must be a little awkward to fight in a war where 
one cannot lower his flag in any emergency!" said Wilder, 
more like one who mused, than one who intended to express 
the opinion aloud. 

"The bottom is always beneath us," was the laconic an« 
swer. "But to you I may say, that I am, on principle, 
tender on my spars. They are examined daily, like the heels 
of a racer ; for it often happens that our valour must be weU 
tempered by discretion." 

" And how, and where do you refit, when damaged in a 
gale or in a fight P " 

"Hum! We contrive to refit, aur, and to take the sea in 
tolerable condition." 

He stopped ; and Wilder, perceiving that he was not yet 
deemed entitled to entire confidence, continued silent In 
this pause the officer returned, followed by the black alone. 
A few words served to explain the condition of Fid. It was 
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fattier that he was Ikr from unspeotitig^ any improper agency 
in bringing about bis awicward condition. 

*' You know the character of seamen too well, sir/* he 
said, ^* to impate iliis oversight to my poor fellpw as a hein« 
ons fault. A better sailor never lay on a yard, or stretched 
a ratlin, than Dick Fid ; bat I mtut allow he has the qua- 
lity of good fellowship to excess." . 

** Too are fortunate in having one man left yon f o pull 
the boat aahore/' carelessly returned the other. 

'* I am more than equal to that little exertion myself; nor 
do I like to separate the men. With your permission^ the 
black shall be berthed too in the ship to-night." * 

" As yon please. Empty hammocks are not scarce among 
tti since the last brush." 

Wilder then directed the negro to return to bis messmate, 
and to watch over him so long as he should be unable to 
look after himself. The black, who was far ft-om being as 
clear-headed as common, willingly complied. The young 
man then took leave of his companions, and descended into 
the skiff. As he pulled with vigorous arms away from the 
dark ship, his eyes were cast upward, with a seaman's plea- 
sure, OB the order and neatness of her gear, and thence thev 
fell on the frowning mass of the hull. A light-built, com- 
pact form was seen standing on the heel of the bowsprit, 
apparently watching his movements ; and, notwithstanding 
''he gloom of the clouded star-light, he was enabled to de- 
fect, in the individual who took so much apparent interes* 
iu his proceedings, the person of the Rover. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



-What is yon gentleman'! 



JVItrWi—The soft and heir of old Tiberio* 

•r«i/t«/.*^'What'8 he that follower there, that would not dance ? 

iViirM4--'Matry> I know not* 

Romeo and Juliet, 

The sun was just heaving up tmt of the field of waters in 
which the blue islands of the Massachusetts lie, when the 
inhabitants of Newport were seen opening their doors and 
windows, and pt ''.paring for the different employments of the 
day* with the fi*sbness and alaerity of people who had 
wisely adhered to the natural allotments of time in seeking 
tlieir resty or in pm^ ' ling their pleasures. The mornin«' salur 
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tations passed cheerfully from one to another, as each undid 
the slight fastenings of his shop ; and many a kind ihijuiry 
was made, and returned, after the condition of a daughter's 
fever, or the rheumatism of some aged grandam. As the 
landlord of tlie " Foul Anchor " was so wary in protecting 
the character of his house from any unjust imputations of 
unseemly reyelling, so was he among the foremost in open-, 
ing his doors, to catch* any transient customer whe might 
feel the necessity of washing away the damps of the past 
night, in some invigorating stomachic. This cordial was 
very generally taken in the British provinces, under the va- 
rious names of" bitters," "juleps," "morning-drams,^'-" fog- 
matics," &c., according as the situation of each district ap- 
peared to require some particular preventive. • The custom 
is getting a little into disuse, it is true ; but still it retains 
much of that sacred character which it would seem is the 
concomitant of antiquity. It is not a little extraordinary, 
that this venerable and laudable practice of washing a^jiray 
the unwholesome impurities engendered in the human sys- 
tem, at a time when, as it is entirely without any moral pro- 
tector, it is left exposed to the attacks of all the evils to 
which flesh is heir, should subject the American to the wit- 
ticisms of his European brother. We are not among the 
least grateful to those foreign philanthropists who take so 
deep an interest in our welfare, as seldom to let any repub- 
lican foible pass, without applying to it, as it merits, the 
caustic application of their purifying pans. We are, per- 
haps, the more sensible of this generosity, because we have 
had so much occasion to witness, that, so great is their zeal 
in behalf of our infant States, (robust, and a little unman- 
ageable, perhaps, but still infant) they were wont, in the 
warmth of their ardour, to reform Cis-atlantic sins, to over- 
look not a few backslidings of their own. Numberless are 
the moral missionaries that the mother country, for instance, 
has sent among us, on these pious and benevolent errands. 
We can only regret that their efforts have been crowned with 
so little success. It was our fortune to be familiarly ac- 
quainted with one of these worthies, who never lost an op- 
portunity of declaiming, above all, against the infamy of the 
particular practice to which we have just alluded. Indeed, 
so broad was the ground he took, that he held it to be not 
only immoral, but, what was far worse, ungenteel, to swallow 
anything stronger than small beer, before the hour allotted 
to dinner. After that important period, it was not only per- 
mitted to assuage the previous mortifications of the flesh, but, 
99 liberi^l did be ^bow b|t93elf in the orthodox indui^en9e| 
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thai he was regularly carried to his bed at midnight, fit)m 
which he as regularly issued, in the course of the following 
morning, to discourse again on the thousand deformities of 
premature drink, And here we would take occasion to say, 
that, as to our own insignificant person, we eschew the abo- 
mination altogether ; and only regret that those of the two 
nations who find pleasure in the practice, could not come to 
some amicable understanding as to the precise period of the 
twenty- four hours, when it is permitted to such Christian 
gentleman as talk English, to get drunk. That the negocia- 
tors who framed the last treaty of amity, should have over- 
looked this important moral topic, is another evidence that 
both parties were so tired of an unprofitable war, as to patch 
up a peace in a hurry. It is not too late to name a commis- 
sion for this purpose ; and in order that the question may be 
fairly treated on its merits, we presume to suggest to the 
Execative the propriety of nominating, as our commissioner, 
some confirmed advocate of the system of ** juleps/' It is 
belieTod our worthy and indulgent Mother can have no difii- 
culty in selecting a suitable opponent from the ranks of her 
numerous and well- trained diplomatic corps. 

With this manifestation of our personal liberality, united 
to so much interest in the proper, and we hope final, dispo- 
cition of this important question, we may be permitted to re- 
sume the narrative, without being set down as advocates for 
morning stimulants, or evening intoxication; which is a very 
just division of the whole subject, as we believe, from no 
very limited observation. 

The landlord of the ^* Foul Anchor," then, was early a-foot, 
to gain an honest penny from any of the supporters of the 
former system, who might chance to select his bar for their 
morning sacrifices to Bacchus, in preference to that of his 
neighbour, he who endeavoured to entice the lieges by exhi- 
biting a red-faced man, in a scarlet coat, that was called the 
" Head of George the Second/' It would seem that the 
commendable activity of the alert publican was not to go 
without its reward. The tide of custom set strongly for the 
first half hour, towards the haven of his hospitable bar; nor 
did he appear entirely to abandon the hopes of a further in- 
flux, even after the usual period of such arrivals began to 
pass away. Finding, however, that bis customers were be- 
ginning to depart on their several pursuits, he left his station 
and appeared at the outer door, with a hand in each pocket, 
as though be found a secret pleasure in the merry jingling 
of their new tenants. A stranger, who had not entered with 
the others, and who, of course, had not partaken of the 9U9« 
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tomury libations, was standing at a little distance, with a 
band tbrast into the bosom of his yest, as if he were chiefly 
occupied with his own reflections. This fig^ure caught the 
understanding eye of the publican, who instantly conceived 
that no man who had had recourse to the proper morning 
stimulants, could wear so meditatiTC a face at that early pe- 
riod in the cares of the day, and that, consequently, some- 
thing was yet to be gained by opening the path of direct 
oommunication between them. 

*' A clean air this, friend, to brush away the damps of the 
night,'' he said, snuffing the really delicious and invigorat- 
ing breathings of a fine October morning. '' It is such puri- 
fiers as this that gives our island its character, and makes 
it, perhaps, the very healthiest, as it is universally admitted 
to be the beautifuUest, spot in creation. — A stranger here^ 'tis 
Ukely»" 

*' But quite lately arrived, sir,*' was the reply. 

** A seafaring man, by your dress ? and one in search of a 
ship, as I am ready to qualify to ; " continued the publican, 
chuckling, perhaps at his own penetration. "We have 
many such that passes here-a-way ; but people musn*t think, 
because Newport is so flourishing a town, that berths can 
always be had for asking. Have you tried your luck yet in 
the capital of the Bay Province ? *' 

'* I left Boston no later than the day hefore yesterday/' 

** What, couldn't the proud townsfolk find you a ship ! ay, 
they are a mighty people at talking, and it isn't often that 
they put their candle under the bushel; and yet there are 
what I call good judges, who think Narraganset bay is in a 
fair way, shortly, to count as many sail as Massachusetts. 
There, yonder, is a wholesome brig that is going, within the 
week, to turn her horses into rum and sugar ; and here is a 
ship that hauled into the stream no longer ago than yester- 
day sun- down. That is a noble vessel, and has cabins fit 
for a prince ! She'll be off with the change of the wind ; 
and I dare say a good hand wouldn't go a-begging aboard 
her just now. Then yonder is a slaver, off the fort, if you 
like a cargo of wool-heads for your money." 

" And is it thought the ship in the inner harbour will sail 
with the first wind V demanded the stranger. 

" It is downright. My wife is a full cousin to the wife of 
the collector's clerk ; and I have it straight that the papers 
are ready, and that nothing but the wind detains them. I 
keep some short scores, you know, friend, with the blue jac- 
kets, and it behoves an honest man to look to his interests in 
these hard times. Yes, there she lies ; a well known ship, 
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the 'Royal Caroline/ She makes a regolar v'yage once a 
year, between the provinces and Bristol, touching hero, out 
and home, to give us certain supplies, and to virood and wa 
ter ; and then she goes home, or to the Garoiinas, as the 
case may be." 

' ''Pray, sir, has she much of an armament f* continued 
the stranger, virho began to lose his thoughtful air, in the 
.more evident interest he was beginning to take in the dis- 
course. 

" Yes, yes ; she is not without a few bull-dog^s to bark in 
defence of her own rights, and to say a word in support of 
his majesty's honour, too ; Ood bless him. — Judy I you 
Judo V he shouted, at the top of his voice, to a negro girl 
who was gathering kindling-wood among the chip of a ship- 
yard, " scamper over to neighbour Homespun's, and rattle 
away at his bed-room windows; the man has overslept him- 
self: it is not conunon to hear seven o'elock strike, and the 
thirsty tailor not appear for his bitters.^' 

" A short cessation took place in the dialogue, while the 
wench was executing her master's orders. The summons 
produeed no oth^r effect than to draw a shrill reply from 
Desire, whose voice penetrated through the thin board co- 
verings of the little dwelling, as readily as sound would be 
conveyed through a sieve. In another moment a window 
was opened, and the worthy housewife thrust her disturbed 
visage into the fresh air of the morning. 

•' What next! what next !" demanded the offended, and 
as she was fain to believe, neglected wife, under the im- 
pression that it was her truant husband making his tardy 
return to his domestic allegiance, who had thus presumed 
to disturb her slumbers. " Is it not enough that you have 
eloped from my bod and board for a long night, but you 
must dare to break in on the natural rest of a whole family, 
seven blessed children, without counting their mother. Oh| 
Hector ! Hector ! an example are you getting to be to the 
young and giddy, and a warning will you yet prove to the 
unthoughtful ! " 

*< Bring hither the black book,** said the publican to his 
wife, who had been drawn to a window by ihe lamentations 
of Desire ; *' I think the woman said something about start- 
ing on a journey between two days ; and, if such has been 
the philosophy of the good-man, it behoves all honest people 
to look into their accounts. Ay, as I live, Keziah, you have 
let the limping beggar get seventeen and sixpence into 
arrears, and that for such trifles as morning-drams and 
nigfai-caps ! " 
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You are wrathy, friend, without reason; the man has 
made a garment for the boy at school, and found the — '^ 

*' Hush, good-woman,*' interrupted her husband, return 
ing the book, and maJcing a sign for her to retire ; *' I dar4 
say it will ail come round in proper time, and the less noise 
we malce about the back-slidings of a neighbour, the less 
will be said of our own transgressions. A worthy and hard- 
working mechanic, sir,'' he continued, addressing the stran- 
ger ; ** but a man who could never get the sun to shine in at 
his windows, though, heaven knows, the glass is none too 
thick for such a blessing." 

** And do yon imagine, on evidence as slight as this we 
have seen, that such a man has actually absconded ? " 

** Why, it is a calamity that has befallen his betters?" 
returned the publican, interlocking his fingers across the 
rotundity of his person, with an air of giave consideration. 
We innkeepers — who live, as it were, in plain sight of every 
man's secrets — for it is after a visit to us that one is apt 
truly to open his heart — should know something of the 
affairs of a neighbourhood. If the good-man Homespun 
could smooth down the temper of his companion, as easily 
as he lays a seam into its place, the thing might not occur, 

but, Do you drink this morning, sir ?'' 

" A drop of your best." 

** As I was saying," continued the other, while he fur- 
nished his customer according to his desire, ** if a tailor's 
goose would take the wrinkles out of the ruffled temper of 
a woman, as it does out of the cloth ; and then, if, after it 
had done this task, a man might eat it as he would yonder 
bird hanging behind my bar; — Perhaps you will have occa- 
sion to make your dinner with us, too, sir?" 

** I cannot say I shall not," returned the stranger, paying 
for the dram he had barely tasted ; ** it greatly depends on 
the result of my inquiries concerning the different vessels in 
the port." 

''Then would I, though perfectly disinterested, as you 
know, sir, recommend you to make this house your home 
while you sojourn in the town. It is the resort of most of 
the seafaring men ; and I may say this much of myself, with- 
out conceit — No man can tell you more of what you want to 
know, than the landlord of the ' Foul Anchor.' " 

** You advise an application to the commander of this 
vessel in the stream for a berth ;*-will she sail so soon as 
you have named ? " 

" With the first wind. I know the whole history of the 
ship, from the day they laid the blocks for her keel, to the 



THB BIO mOVBB. ti 

minate wlien she l€t her anchor go where jon now see her* 
The great southern heiress, General Graysoa'a fine danghler, 
is to be a passenger ; she and her over-looker, government* 
lady, I believe they call her — a Mrs. Wyllys-'4ure waiting 
for the signal, ap here at the residence of Madam de Laoey ; 
she that is the relict of the Rear«Admiral of that name, who 
is full sister to the General ; and, therefore, an aunt to the 
yooog lady, according to my reekoning. Many people 
think the two fortunes will go together ; in which case, he 
will be not only a lacky man, but a rich one, who gets Miss 
Getty Grayson for a wife." 

The stranger, who had maintained rather an indifferent 
manner during the close of the foregoing dialogue, appeared 
now disposed to enter into it, with a degree of interest suited 
to the sex and condition of the present subject of their dis-* 
coarse. After waiting to catch the last syllable that the 
publican chose to expend his breath on, he demanded, a 
little abruptly^ 

*' And you say the house near us, on the rising ground, is 
the residence of Mrs. de Laeey t " 

*' If 1 did, I know nothing of the matter. By * up-here, 
] n»ean half a mile off. It is a place fit for a lady of her 
quality, and none of your elbowy dwellings like these 
crowded about us. Qne may easily tell the house by its 
pretty blinds and its shades. 1*11 engage there are no such 
shades in all Europe, as them very trees that stand before 
the door of Madam de Lacey*" 

** It is very probable,'^ muttered the stranger, who, not 
appearing quite as sensitive in his provincial admiration as 
the publican, had already relapsed into his former musing 
air. Instead of pushing the diseouise, he suddenly turned 
the subject, by making some 6ommoB*plaee remaurk; and 
then, repeating the probability of his being obliged ta re- 
turn, he walked deliberately away, taking Sie directiott of 
the residence of Mrs. de Laoey. The observing publioan 
would, probably, have found sufiicient matter for observa- 
tion, in this abrupt termination of the interview, had not 
Desire, at that precise moment, broken out of her habitation, 
and diverted his attention by the peculiarly piquant man* 
ner in which she delineated the character of iier delinquent 
husband. 

The reader has probably, ere this, suspeoted that the in« 

dividual who had conferred with the publioan, as a straa- 

ger was not unknown to himself. It was, in truth, no 

•tner than Wilder. But, in the oompletion of his own 

Ml purposes, the young mariner left the wordy war 

23 
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in tc9 rear; and, tarniBgup the gentle accent, against the 
side of which the town is built, he proceeded towards the 
suburbs. 

It was not difficult to distinguish the house he sought, 
among a dozen other similar retreats, by its '* shades/' as 
the innkeeper, in conformity to a provincial use of the 
word, had termed a few really noble elms that grew in the 
little court before its door. In order, however, to assure 
himself that he was right, he confirmed his surmises by 
actual inquiry, and then continued thoughtfully on his 
path. 

The morning had by this time fairly opened, with every 
appearance of another of those fine bland autumnal days, 
for which the climate is, or ought to be, so distinguished. 
The little air there was came from the south, fanning the 
face of our adventurer as he occasionally paused, in his 
ascent, to gaze at the different vessels in the harbour, like a 
mild breeze in June. In short, it was just such a time as 
one who is fond of strolling in the fields, is apt to seize on 
with rapture, and which a seaman sets down as a day lost 
in his reckoning. 

Wilder was first drawn from his musings b} the sound of 
a dialogue that came from persons who were evidently ap- 
proaching. There was one voice in particular that caused 
his blood to thrill, he knew not why, and which appeared 
unaccountably, even to himself, to set in motion every latent 
faculty of his system. Profiting by the formation of the 
ground, he sprang unseen up a little bank, and approaching 
an angle in a low wall, he found himself in the immediate 
proximity of the speakers. 

The wall enclosed the garden and pleasure-grounds of a 
mansion, that he now perceived was the residence of Mrs. de 
Lacey. A rustic summer-house which, in the proper sea- 
son, liad been nearly buried in leaves and flowers, stood at 
no great distance from the road. By its elevation and posi- 
tion, it commanded a view of the town, the harbour, the isles 
of Massachusetts to the east, those of the Providence Plan- 
tations to the west, and, to the south, an illimitable expanse 
of ocean. As it had now lost its leafy covering, there was 
no difficulty in looking directly into its centre, through thie 
rude pillars which supported its little dome Here Wilder 
discovered precisely the very party to wh^iSe conversatiob 
he had been a listener the previous day while caged with 
the Rover in the loft of the ruin. Though the Admiral's 
widow and Mrs. Wyllys were most in advance, evidently 
addressin|c some one who was, like himselt;. in the public 
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roady the quick eye of the youngs sailor soon detected the 
more enticing person of the blooming Gertrude, in the back- 
ground. His observations were, however, interrupted by a 
reply from the individual who as yet was unseen. Directed 
by the voice, Wilder was nv xt enabled to perceive the per- 
son of a man in a green old age, who, seated on a stone by 
the wayside, appeared to be resting his weary limbs, while 
he answered to some interrogations from the summer-house. 
Though his head was white, and the hand, which grasped a 
long walking-stick, sometimes trembled, as its owner sought 
additional support from its assistance, there was that in the 
costume, the manner, and the voice of the speaker, which 
furnished sufficient evidence of his having once been a 
veteran of the sea. 

** liord ! your ladyship, ma'am,'' he said, in tones that 
were getting tremulous, even while they retained the deep 
characteristic intonations of his profession, *^ we old sea- 
dogs never stop to look into an almanac, to see which way 
the wind will come after the next thaw, before we put to 
sea. It is enough for us that the sailing orders are aboard, 
and that the captain has taken leave of his lady." 

'' Ah ! the very words of the poor lamented Admiral ! ^' 
exclaimed Mrs* de Lacey, who evidently found great satis- 
faction in pursuing the discourse with this superannuated 
.mariner. ''And then you are of opinion, honest friend 
that when a ship is ready she should sail, whether the wind 

is—" , 

^* Here is another follower of the sea, opportunely come 
to lend us his advice '' interrupted Gertrude, with a hurried 
air, as if to divert the attention of her aunt Irom something 
very like a dogmatical termination of an argument that had 
just occurred between her and Mrs. Wyllys ; ** perhaps to 
serve as an umpire." 

" True," said the latter. " Pray, what think you of the 
weather to-day, sir? would it be profitable to sail in such a 
time, or not?" 

The young mariner reluctantly withdrew his eyes from 
the blushing Gertrude, who, in her eagerness to point him 
out, had advanced to the front, and was now shrinking 
back timidly to the centre of the building again, like one 
who already repented of her temerity. He then fastened 
his look on her who ^put the q^uestion, and so long and 
rivetted was his gaze, that she saw fit to repeat it, believ- 
ing that what she had first said was not properly under- 
Stood. ^ 

<« There is but little faith to bo put in the weather, ma- 
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dam/' was the dilatory reply. ** A man has followed the 
sea to but little purpose, who is tardy in making that diA« 
eovery/' 

There was something so sweet and gentle, at the same 
time that it was manly, in the voice of Wilder, that the 
ladies, by a eommon impnlse, seemed strack with its peon* 
liarities. The neatness of his attire, which, while it was 
strictly professional, was worn with an air of smartness, 
and even of gentility, that rendered it difficult to suppose 
that he was not entitled to lay claim to a higher station in 
society than that in which he actually appeared, added to 
this impression. Bending her head, with a manner that 
was intended to be polite, a little more perhaps in self- 
respect than out of consideration to the other, as if in defer- 
ence to the equivocal character of his appearance, Mrs. de 
Laoey resumed the discourse. 

, '< These ladies," she said, ** are about to embark in yonder 
ship for the province of Carolina, and we were consulting 
concerning the quarter in which the wind will probably 
blow next But, in such a vessel, it cannot matter much, I 
should think, sir, whether the wind were fair or foul.'' 

** I think not," was the reply. '* She looks to me like a 
ship that will not do much, let the wind be as it may." 

** She has the reputation of being a very fast sailer. — Re- 
putation ! we know she is such, having come from home to 
the Colonies in the incredibly short passage of seven weeks ! 
But seamen have their favourites and prejudices, I believe, 
like us poor mortals ashore. You will therefore excuse 
mci if I ask this honest veteran for an opinion on this par- 
ticular point also. What do you imagine, friend, to be the 
sailing qualities of yonder ship — she with the peouliarly 
high top-gallant booms, and such oonspicious round-tops?" 

The lip of Wilder curled, and a smile struggled with the 
gravity of bis countenance, but he continued silent. On the 
other hand, the old mariner arose, and appeared to examine 
the ship, like one who perfectly comprehended the techni- 
cal language of the Admiral's widow. 

'* The ship in the inner harbour, your ladyship,'' he an- 
swered, when his examination was finished, ** which is, I 
suppose, the vessel that madam means, is just such a ship as 
does a sailor's eye good to look on. A gallant and a safe 
boat she is, as I will swear ; and as to sailing, though she 
may not be altogether a witch, yet she is a fast craft, or I'm 
no judge of blue water, or of those that live on it." 

*' Here is at once a difference of opinion ! " ezalaimod 
''rg. de Lacey. ** I am glad, however^ you pronoitnee her 
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safe lor, although seamen love a fast-sai ing vessel, these 
ladies will not like her the less for the security. I presame, 
sir, joa will not dispute her being «a/e." 

*' The very quality I should most deny,'' was the laconic 
answer of Wilder. 

** It is remarkable ! This is a veteran seaman, sir, and he 
appears to think differently/' 

'* He may have seen more in his time than myself, madam, 
but I doubt whether he can, just now, see as well. This is 
something of a distance to discover the merits or demerits of 
a ship ; I have been nigher/' 

'' Then you really think there is danger to be apprehended, 
sir? " demanded the soft voice of Gertrude, whose fears had 
gotten the better of her diffidence. * '-' 

<* I do. Had I mother or sister/' touching his hat, and 
bowing to his fair interrogator, as he uttered the latter word 
with much emphasis, '^ I would hesitate to let her embark 
in that ship. On my honour, ladies, 1 do assure you, that 
I think this very vessel in more danger than any ship which 
has left, or probably will leave a port in the provinces this 
autumn/' 

"This is extraordinary!'' observed Mrs. Wyllys, "It 
;s not the character we Kave received of the vessel which 
has been greatly exaggerated, or she is entitled to be con- 
sidered as uncommonly convenient and safe. May I ask, 
sir, on what circumstances you have founded this opinion ? " 

" They are sufficiently plain. She is too lean in the harp* 
ing, and too full in the counter, to steer. Then, she is as 
wall-sided as a church, and stows too much above the 
water-line. Besides this, she carries no head-sail, but all 
the press upon her will be aft, which will jam her into the 
wind, and more than likely throw her aback. The day will 
come when that ship will go down stern foremost.** 

His auditors listened to this opinion, which Wilder de- 
livered in an oracular and very decided manner, with that 
sort of secret faith and humble dependence which the unin- 
4ti\jcted are so apt to lend to the initiated in the mysteries 
1/ any imposing profession. Neither of them had certainly 
a v^ry clear perception of his meaning, but there were, ap- 
pat«;ntly, danger and death in his very words. Mrs. de 
Lacey fbit it incumbent on her peculiar advantages, how- 
ever, to manifest how well she comprehended the subject. 

" These are certainly very serious evils!" she exclaimed. 
'^ It is quite unaccountable that my agent should have ne- 
glected to mention them. Is there any other particular 



M nn RED lOTBft. 

quality, sii, that strikes your eye at this distance, and whkh 
you deem alarming ? " 

<'Too many. You obsenre that her top-gallant-masts 
are fidded abaft ; none of herloftysails set flying; and tbcn, 
madam, she has depended on bob-stays and gammonings 
for the security of that very important part of a vessel, the 
bowsprit." 

'* Too true ! too true! " said Mrs. 4e Lacey, in a sort of 
professional horror. '* These things had escaped roe ; but 
I see them all, now they are mentioned Such neglect is 
highly culpable ; more especially to rely on bohstays and 
gammonings for the security of a bowsprit I Realiy, Mrs. 
Wyllys, I can never consent that my niece should embark 
in such a vessel." 

The calm penetrating eye of Wyllys had been rivetted on 
the countenance of Wilder while he was speaking, and she 
now turned it, with undisturbed serenity, on the Admiral's 
widow, to reply. 

<* Perhaps the danger has been a little magnified," she 
observed. *' Let us enquire of this other seaman what he 
thinks on these several points. — And do you see all these 
serious dangers to be apprehended, friend, in trusting our- 
selves, at this season of &e year, in a passage to the Garo^ 
linas, aboard of yonder ship?" 

'' Lord, madam ! " said the grey-headed mariner, with a 
chuckling laugh, '* these are new-fashioned faults and diffi- 
culties, if they be faults and difficulties at all ! In my time, 
such matters were never heard of; and I confess I am so 
stupid as not to understand the half the young gentleman 
has been saying." 

*' It is some time, I fancy, old man, since you were last at 
sea," Wilder coolly observed. . 

'' Some five or six years since the last time, and fifty since 
the first," was the answer. 

'' Then you do not see the same causes for apprehension!" 
Mrs. Wyllys once more demanded. 

'* Old and worn out as I am, lady, if her captain will ftT« 
me a berth aboard her, I will thank him for the same as a 
favour." 

" Misery seeks any relief," said Mrs, de Lacey, in an 
under tone, and bestowing on her companions a significant 
glance. ** I incline to the opinion of the younger seaaiaa ; 
for he supports it with substantial, professional reasons." 

Mrs. Wyllys suspended her questions, just as long as com* 
plaisance to the last speaker seemed to require ; and then 
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she resamed them aa follows^ addressing her next inquiry 
to Wilder. 

" And how do you explain this difference in judj^menti 
between two men who ought both to be so well qualified to 
decide right ? *' 

** 1 believe there is a well-known proirerb which will an- 
swer that question/' returned the young man, smiling : ** But 
some allowance must be made for the improvements in 
ships ; and, perhaps, some little deference to the stations we 
have respectively filled on board them/' 

'* Both very true. Still, one would think the changes of 
half a dozen years cannot be so very considerable, in a pro- 
fession that is so exceedingly ancient/' 

*' Your pardon, madam. They require constant practice 
to know them. Now, I dare say that yonder worthy old 
tar is ignorant of the manner in which a ship, when pressed 
by her canvass^ is made to * cut the waves with her taff- 
rail ! ' " 

** Impossible ! " cried the Admiral's widow ; '' the young- 
est and the meanest mariner must have been struck with the 
beauty of such a spectacle." 

*' Yes, yes,'' returned the old tar, who wore the air of an 
offended man, and who» probably, had he been ignorant of 
any part of bis art, was not just then in the temper to con* 
fessit; *'many is the proud ship that I have seen doing 
the very same, and, as the lady says, a grand and comely 
sight it is ! '* 

Wilder appeared confouuded. He bit his lip, like one 
who was over-reached either by excessive ignorance or ex- 
ceeding canning; but the self-complacency of Mrs. de Lacey 
spared him the necessity of an immediate reply. 

**It would have been an extraordinary circumstance, 
truly/' she said, *' that a man should have grown white- 
headed on the seas, and never have been struck with so 
noble a spectacle. But then, my honest tar, you appear to 
be wrong in overlooking the striking faults in yonder ship, 
which this, a — a**this gentleman has just, and so properly, 
named." 

'* I do not call them faults, your ladyship. Such is the 
way my late brave and excellent commander always had his 
own ship rigged ; and I am bold to say that a better seaman, 
or a more honest roan, never served in his majesty's fleet" 

"And you have served the king I How was your beloved 
commander named ?" 

** How should he be ! By us, who knew him well, he 
was called Fair-weather; for it was always smooth water. 
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and prosperous times, under his orders ; though, on shore, 
he was known as the gallant and victorious Rear-Admiral de 
Lacey." 

'' And did my late revered and skilful hushand cause his 
ships to be rigged in this manner ? " said the widow, with a 
tremour in her voice, that bespoke how much, and how truly, 
she was overcome by surprise and gratified pride* 

The aged tar lifted his bending frame from the stone, and 
bowed low, as he answered — 

** If I have the honour of seeing my admiral's lady, it will 
prove a joyful sight to my old eyes. Sixteen years did I 
serve in his' own ship, and five more in the same squadron. 
I dare say your ladyship may have heard him speak of the 
captain of his main-top. Bob Bunt.'' 

^' I dare say — I dare say. — He loved to talk of those who 
Served him faithfully." 

'' Ay, €rod bless him and make his memory glorious ! He 
was a kind officer, and one that never forgot a friend, let it 
be that his duty kept him on a yard or in the cabin. He was 
the saiioi^s friend, that very same admiral ! " 

*^ This is a grateful man," said Mrs. de Lacey, wiping bet 
eyes, " and I dare say a competent judge of a vessel. And 
are you quite sure, worthy friend, that my late revered hus- 
band had all his ships arranged like the one of which we 
have been talking ! " 

** Very sure, madam ; for, with my own hands, did I assist 
to rig them." 

« Even to the bobstays ? " 

*^ And the gammonings, my lady. Were the admiral alive 
and here, he would call yon ' a safe nnd well-fitted ship,' as 
I am ready to swear." 

Mrs. de Lacey turned, with an air of great dignity and en- 
tire decision, to Wilder, as she continued — 

'* I have, then, made a small mistake in memory which 
is not surprising, when one recollects, that he who taught 
me so much of the profession is no longer here to continue 
his lessons. We are much obliged to you« sir, for your 
opinion ; but we must think that you have over-rated the 
danger." 

** On my honour, madam," interrupted Wilder, laying his 
hand ci his heart, and speaking with singular emphasis, '* I 
am sincere in what I say. I do affirm, that I believe there 
will be great danger in embarking in yonder ship ; and I call 
heaven to witness, that, in so saying, I am actuated by no 
malice to her ooinmander. her owners, nor any connected 
-Uh her/* 
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''We dare say, air, you are very sincere. We only think 
you a little in error/* returned the admiraFs widow, with a 
commiserating, and what she intended for a condescending, 
smile. "We are your debtors for your good intentions at 
least. Come, worthy veteran, we must not part here* You 
will gain admission by knocking at my door ; and we shall 
talk fiirther of these matters." 

Then, bowing to Wilder, she led the way up the garden, 
followed by all her companions. The step of Mrs« de Laoey 
was proud, like the tread of one conscious of all her advan- 
tages ; whUe that of Wyllys was slow, as if she were buried 
in thought. Gertrude kept close to the side of the latter, 
with her face hid beneath the shade of a gipsy hat. Wilder 
fancied that he could discover the stolen and anxious glance 
that she threw back towards one who had excited a decided 
emotion in her sensitive bosom, though it was a feeling no 
more attractive than alarming. He lingered until they were 
lost amid the shrubbery. Then, turning to pour out his dis- 
appointment on his brother tar, he found that the old man 
had made such good use of his time, as to be entering the 
gate, most probably felicitating himself on the prospect df 
reaping the reward of his recent adulation* 



CHAPTEB IX. 

"He ran thii way, and leap*d this orchard wall.**— iS&oXsiipeartf. 

WiLDEB retired from the field like a defeated man. Acci- 
dent, or, as he was willing to term it, the sycophancy of the 
old mariner, had counteracted his own little artifice; and he 
was now left without the remotest chance of being a^in fa* 
voured with such another opportunity of effecting his pur- 
pose. We shall not, at this period of our narrative, enter 
into a detail of the feelings and policy which induced our 
adventurer to plot against the apparent interests of those 
with whom he had so recently associated himself; it is 
snoueh for our present object, that the facts themselves 
shouU be distinctly set before the reader. 

The return of the disappointed young sailor towards the 
town was moody and slow. More than once he stopped 
short in the descent, and fastened hu eyes, for minutes toge- 
ther, on the different vessels in the harbour. But in these 
frequent halts, no evidence of the particular interest he took 
Iq woj <^e 9( tb9 0hips escaped binu Perhaps bis gase at 

K 
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tlie aoathem trader wu longper, and more earnest, than at 
any other; though his eye, at times, wandered curioaslf , and 
even anxiously, over evory craft that lay within the shelter 
of the haven. 

The castomary hoar for exertion had now arrived, and the 
sounds of labour were beginning to be heard, issuing from 
every quarter of the place. The songs of the mariners were 
rising on the calm of the morning, with their peculiar, long- 
drawn intonations. The ship in the inner harbour was among 
the first to furnish this proof of the industry of her people, 
and of her approaching departure. It was only as these 
movements caught his eye, that Wilder seemed to be 
thoroughly awakened from his abstraction, and to pursue bis 
observations with an undivided mind. He saw the seamen 
ascend the rigging, in that lazy manner which is so strongly 
contrasted by their activity in moments of need ; and here 
and there a human form was showing itself on the black and 
ponderous yards. In a few moments, the fore-topsail fell, 
from its compact compass on the yard, into graceful and 
careless festoons. This, the attentive Wilder well knew, 
was, among all trading vessels, the signal of sailing. In a 
few more minutes, the lower angles of this important sail 
were drawn to the extremities of the corresponding spar be- 
neath ; and then the heavy yard was seen slowly ascending 
the mast, dragging after it the opening folds of the sail, until 
the latter was tightened at all its edges, and displayed itself 
in one broad, snow-white sheet of canvass. Against this 
wide surface the light currents of air fell, and. as often reced- 
ed ; the sail bellying and collapsing in a manner to show 
that, as yet, they were powerless. At this point the prepar- 
ations appeared suspended, as if the mariners, having thus 
invited the breeze, were awaiting to see if their invocation 
was likely to be attended with success. 

It was perhaps but a natural transition for him, who so 
closely obsen'ed these indications of departure, in the ship 
so often named, to turn his eyes on the vessel which lay 
without the fort, in order to witness the effect so manifest a 
signal had produced in her also. But the closest and the 
keenest scrutiny could have detected no sign of any bond of 
interest between the two. While the former was making the 
movements just described just described, the latter lay at her 
anchors, without the smallest proof that man existed within 
the mass of her black and inanimate hull. So quiet and mo* 
tionless did she seem, that one who had never been instruct- 
ed in the matter, might readily have beUeved her a fixture in 
the sea, some symmetrical and enormous excresoenoo thrown 



THE RED ROTIE. 00 

up bj the waves, with its maasea of lines and pointed flnf^era, 
or one of those fantastic monsters that are believed to e^uft 
in the bottom of the ocean, darkened by the fogs and ii;m<* 
pests of ages. Bat^ to the understanding eye of Wilder, she 
exhibited a very different spectacle. He easily saw, through 
ai) this apparently drowsy quietude, those signs of readiness 
which a seaman only might discover. The cable, instead of 
stretching in a long declining line towards the water, was 
*' short,'' or nearly ^* up and down," as it is equally teimed in 
technical language, just ** scope" enough being allowed out- 
board to resist the power of the lively tide, which acted on 
the deep keel of the vessel. All her boats were in the water, 
and so disposed and prepared, as to convince him they were 
in a state to be employed in towing, in the shortest possible 
time. Not a sail nor a yard was out of its plaoe» undergoing 
those repairs and examinations which the mariner is wont 
to make so often, when lying within the security of a suit- 
able haven ; nor was there a single rope wanting, amid the 
hundreds which interlaced the blue sky that formed the back- 
ground of the picture, that might be necessary in bhnsnng 
every art of facilitating motion into instant use. In aiiart 
the vessel, while seeming least prepared, was most in a con- 
dition to move, or, if necessary, to resort to her means of of- 
fenee and defence. The boardiDg-*nettings, in is true, werif 
triced to the rigging, as on the previous day, but a sufibcient 
apology was to be found for this act of extreme caution, in 
the war, which exposed her to attacks fiom the light French 
cruisers, that so often ranged from the islands of toe West 
Indies along the whole coast of the continent, and in tlbe 
position the ship bad taken, without the ordinary defences of 
the harbour. In this state the vessel, to one who knew her 
real character, appeared like some beast of prey or venom- 
ous reptile, that lay in an assumed lethargy, to delude the 
unconscious victim within the limits of its leap, or nigh 
enough to receive the deadly blow of its fangs. 

Wilder shook his head, in a manner which said plainly 
enough how well he understood this treacherous tranquillity, 
and continued his walk towards the town, with the same 
deliberate step as before. He had whiled away many miuules 
unconsciously, and would probably have lost the reckoAJog 
of as many more, had not his atlention been suddenly diveit- 
ed by a slight touch on the shoulder. Starting at this un>3X" 
pected diversion, he turned, and saw that in his dilatory pi\>' 
gress he had been overtaken by the seaman whom he had 
Jast seen in tliat very soeiet^' in which he would havegUeii; 
so much to have been included himself. 
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" Your young limbs should cany you ahead. Master/' 
said the latter, when he had succeeded in attracting the at- 
tention of Wilder, *' like a 'Mudian going with a clean full, 
and yet I have fore-reached upon you with my old legs, in 
such a manner as to bring us again within hail." 

Perhaps you enjoy the extraordinary advantage of 'cutting 
the waves with your traffrail,'" returned Wilder with a sneer. 
" There can be no accounting for the head- way one makes 
when sailing in that remarkable manner." 

" I see, brother, you are offended that I followed your 
motions, though in so doing, I did no more than obey a signal 
#f your own setting. Did you expect an old sea-dog like me, 
who has stood his watch so long in a flag-ship to confess ig- 
norance in any matter that of right belongs to blue water? 
How the devil was I to know that there is not some sort of 
craft, among the thousands that are getting into fashion, 
which sails best stem foremost P They say a ship is model- 
led from a fish ; and, if such be the case, it is only to make 
one after the fashion of a crab or an oyster, to have the very 
thing you named." 

" It is well, old man. You have had your reward, I sup- 
pose, in a handsome present from the admiral's widow, and 
you may now lie -by for a season, without caring much aS to 
the manner in which they build their ships in future. Pray, 
do you intend to shape your course much further down this 

hill ? " 

" Until I get to the bottom." 

'< I am glad of it, friend, for it is my especial intention to 
go up it again. As we say at sea, when our conversation is 
ended, * A good time to you ! ' " 

The old seaman laughed, in his chuckling manner, when 
he saw the young man turn abruptly on his heel, and begin 
to retrace the very ground along which he had just before 
descended. 

<* Ah ! you have never sailed with a rear-admiral," he said, 
as he continued his own course in the former direction, 
picking his way with a care suited to his age and infirmi- 
ties. ** No, there is no getting the finish, even at sea, with- 
out a cruise or two under a flag, and that at the mizzen, 
too ! " 

" Intolerable old hypocrite ! " muttered Wilder between 
his teeth. '♦The rascal has seen better days, and is now 
perverting his knowledge to juggle a foolish woman, to his 
profit. I am well quit of the knave, who, I dare say, ha.s 
adopted lying for his tradC; now labour is unproductive. 1 
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ifili go back. Tlie ooast is qaite clear, and who oan pay 
what may happen next ? '* 

Most of the foregoinf paragraph was aetaally uttered in 
the suppressed manner already described, while the rest wa(» 
merely meditated, which, considering the fact that our ad* 
venturer had no auditor, was quite as well as if he had 
spoken it through a trumpet The expectation thus vaguely 
expressed, however, was not likely to be soon realised* 
Wilder sauntered up the hill, endeavoaring to assume the 
unconcerned air of an idler, if by chance his return should 
excite attention ; but though he lingered long in open view 
of the windows of Mrs. de Laeey's villa, he was not able to 
catch another glimpse of it^ tenants. There were very evi- 
dent symptoms of the approaching journey, in the trunks 
and packages that left the building for the town, and in 
the hurried and busy manner of the few servants that he oc<- 
oasionally saw ; but it would seem that the principal person* 
ages ol the establishment had withdrawn into the secret re* 
cesses of the building, probably for the very natural j)urpose 
of conlldential communion and affectionate leave-taking. 
He was turning, vexed and disappointed, from his anxious 
and fruitless watch, when he once more heard female voices 
on the inner side of the low wall against which he had 
been leaning. The sounds approached ; nor was it long be- 
fore his quick ears again recognised the musical voice of 
Gertrude. 

*^ It is tormenting ourselves without sufficient reason, my 
dear madam," she said, as the speakeis drew sufficiently nigh 
to be distinctly overheard, *^ to allow any thing that may 
have fallen from such a-^suoh an individual, to make the 
slightest impression/' 

" I feel the justice of what you say, my love," returned the 
mournful voioe of her governess, ** and yet am I so weak as 
to be unable entirely to shake off a sort of superstitious feel*- 
ing on this subject. Gertrude, would you not wish to see 
that youth again V* 

<* Me, ma'am I ** exclaimed her AUve, in a sort of alarm. 
'* Why should you or I wish to see an utter stranger again ? 
and one so low— -not low perhaps-r^but one who is surely not 
altogether a very suitable companion for ''-^^ 

<^ Well-born ladies, you would say. And why do you 
imagine the young man to be so much our inferior V 

Wilder thought there was a melody in the intonations el 
the youthful voioe of the maiden, which in some measure 
excused the personality, as she answered. 

<• i am certainly not so fastidious in my notions of biitii 
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and station as aunt de Lacey," she said, laugbiog ; " but I 
should forget some of your own instructions, dear Mrs, 
Wyllys, did I not feel that education and manners make a 
sensible difference in the opinions and characters of all us 
poor mortals/' 

" Very true, my child. But I confess I saw or heard no- 
thing that induces me to belieye the young man, of whom 
we are speaking, either uneducated or vulgar. On the con- 
trary, his language and pronunciation were those of a gentle- 
man, and his air was quite suited to his utterance. He had 
the frank and simple manner of his profession ; but you are 
not now to learn that youths of the first families in the pro- 
vinces, or even in the kingdom, are often placed in the ser- 
vice of the marine." 

**But they are officers, dear madam : this — this individual 
wore the dress of a common mariner.*' 

" Not altogether. It was finer in its quality, and more 
tasteful in its fashion, than is customary. I have known 
admirals do the same in their moments of relaxation. 
Sailors of condition often love to carry about them the testi- 
monials of their profession, without any of the trappings of 
their rank." 

** You then think he was an officer — perhaps in the king's 
service ? " 

*' He might well have been so, though the fact that there 
is no cruiser in the port, would seem to contradict it But 
it was not so trifling a circumstance that awakened the un- 
accountable interest that I feel. Gertrude, my love, it was 
my fortune to have been much with seamen in early life. I 
seldom see one of that age, and of that spirited and manly 
mien, without feeling emotion. But I tire yon ; let us talk 
of other things.'^ 

'' Not in the least, dear madam," Gertrude hurriedly inter- 
rupted. <' Since you think the stranger a gentleman, there 
can be no harm — that is, it is not quite so improper, I be* 
lieve — to speak of him. Can there then be the danger he 
would make us think intrusting ourselves in a ship of which 
we have so good a report?" 

'^ There was a strange, I had almost said wild, admixture 
of irony and concern in his manner, that is inexplicable ! 
He certainly uttered nonsense part of the time; but then he 
did not appear to do it without a serious object. Gertrude, 
you are not as familiar with nautical expressions as myself ; 
and perhaps you are ignorant that your good aunt> in hoi 
admiration of a profession that she has certainly a right to 
''"^ve, sometimes qaakes" — 
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** 1 know it— I know it ; at least I often think so/' the 
other intermpted, in a manner which plainly manifested 
that she foand no pleasure in dwelling on the disagreeable 
subject. "It was exceedingly presuming, madam, in a 
stranger, however, to amuse himself, if he did it, with so 
amiable and trivial a weakness, if indeed weakness it be." 

*' It was," Mrs. Wyllys steadily continued — she having, 
very evidently, such other matter in her thoughts as to be a 
little inattentive to the sensitive feelings of . her companion ; 
— *' and yet he did not appear to me like one of those empty 
minds that find a pleasure in exposing the follies of others. 
You may remember, Grertrude, that yesterday, while at the 
ruin, Mrs. de Lacey made some remarks expressive of her 
admiration of a ship under sail." 

i' Yes, yes, I remember them," said the niece, a little im- 
patiently. 

** One of her terms was particularly incorrect, as I hap- 
pened to know from my own familiarity with the language 
of sailors." 

^* I thought as much by the expression of your eye," re- 
turned Gertrude ; " but " — 

*^ Listen, my love. It certainly was not remarkable that 
a lady should make a trifling error in the use of so peculiar 
a language, but it is singular that a seaman himself should 
commit the same fault in precisely the same words. This 
did the youth of whom we are speaking; and, what is no less 
surprising, the old man assented to the same, just as if they 
had been correctly uttered." 

"Perhaps," said Gertrude, in a low tone, "they may 
have heard that attachment to this description of conversa* 
lion is a foible of Mrs. de Lacey. I am sure, after this, 
tlear madam, you cannot any longer consider the stranger a 
gentleman." 

" I should think no more about it, love, were it not for a 
f< ellng I can neither account for nor define* I would I could 
a i^ain see him ! " 

A slight exclamation from her companion interrupted her 
^ rords, and the next instant the subject of her thoughts leaped 
* he wall, apparently in quest of the rattan that had fallen 
it the feet of Gertrude, and occasioned her alarm. After 
apologising for his intrusion on the private grounds of Mrs. 
de Lacey, and recovering his lost property. Wilder was 
slowly preparing to retire, as if nothing had happened. 
There was a softne<;s and delioacy in his manner, during 
the first moment of his appearance, which was probably in- 
teo^tv:! t^ ^nvince the younger of the ladies that ho was 



«»4»M. 



KM THI RID BOVBB« 

not entirely without some claims to the title she had so re- 
cently denied him, and which was cerlainly not withoat its 
effect. The countenance of Mrs. Wyllys was pale, and her 
lip quivered, though the steadiness of her voice proved it 
was not with alarm, as she hastily said — 

'' Remain a moment, sir, if need does not require your 
presence elsewhere. There is something so remarkable in 
this meeting, that I eould wish U^ improve it/' 

Wilder bowed, and again faced the ladies, whom he had 
just been about to quit, like one who felt he had no right to 
intrude a moment longer than had been necessary to recover 
that which had been lost by his pretended awkwardness. 
When Mrs. Wyllys found that her wish was so unexpec- 
tedly lealised, she hesitated as to the manner in which 
she shcnld next proceed. 

*' I Lave been thus bold, sir," she said, in some embar- 
rassment, '* on account of the opinion you so lately ex- 
pressed eoncerning the vessel which now lies ready to put 
to sea, the instant she is favoured with a wind." 

" The ' Royal Caroline ?"* Wilder carelessly replied. 

** That is her name, I believe." 

'^I hope, madam, that nothing which I have said, he 
hastily continued, '* will have an effect to prejudice you 
against the ship. I will pledge myself that she is made of 
excellent materials, and then I have not the least doubt but 
she is very ably commanded." 

** And yet you have not hesitated to say, that you con- 
sider a passage in this very vessel more dangerous than one 
in any other ship that will probably leave a port of the Pro- 
vinces in many months to come." 

'* I did," answered Wilder, with a manner not to be mis- 
taken. 

" Will you explain your reasons for this opinion? " 

" If I remember rightly, I gave them to the lady whom I 
had the honour to see an hour ago." 

" That individaal, sir, is no longer here," was the grave 
reply of Wyllys, " neither is she to trust her person in the 
vessel. This young lady and myself, with our attendants, 
will be the only passengers." 

"I understood it so," returned Wilder, keeping his 
thoughtful gaze rivetted on the speaking countenance of 
the deeply interested Gertrude. 

'* And, now that there is no apprehension of any mistake, 
may I ask you to repeat the reasons why you think there 
will be danger in embarking in the ' Royal Caroline?'" 

Wilder started^ and even had the grace to colour, as ho 
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met the calm and attentiye look of Mrs. Wyllys's searching 
but placid eye, 

*' You would not have me repeat, madam/' hestammeredy 
*' what I have already said on the subject ? " 

'* I would not, sir ; once will suffice for such an explana- 
tion, still am I persuaded you have other reasons for your 
words." 

" It is exceedingly difficult for a seaman to speak of ships 
in any other than technical language, which roust be the 
next thing to being unintelligible to one of your sex and 
•*.ondition. You have never been at sea, madam ? " 

" Very often, sir." 

" Then may I hope, possibly, to make myself understood. 
You must be conscious, madam, that no small part of the 
safety of a ship depends on the very material point of keep- 
ing her right side uppermost — sailors call it ' making her 
stand up.' Now, I need not say, I am quite sure, to a lady 
of your intelligence, that if the ^ Caroline ' fall on her beam, 
there will be imminent hazard to all on board." 

'^ Nothing can be clearer ; but would not the same risk ; 
be incurred in any other vessel V 

'< Without doubt, if any other vessel should trip. But I 
have pursued my profession for many years, without meeting 
with such a misfortune, but once. Then the fastenings of 
the bowsprit" — 

'' Are good as ever came from the hand of rigger," said a 
voice behind them. 

The whole party turned, and beheld at a little distance the 
old seaman already introduced, mounted on some object on 
the other side of the wall, against which he was a very coolly 
leaning, and whence he overlooked the whole of the interior 
of the grounds. 

** I have been at the water side to look at the boat, at the 
wish of Madam de Lacey ; the widow of my late noble com- 
mander and admiral ; and let other men think as they may 
I am ready to swear that the *Royal Caroline' has as well se- 
cured a bowsprit as any ship that carries the British flag. 
Ay, nor is that all I can say in her favour ; she is throughout 
neatly and lightly sparred, and has no more of a wall-side 
than the walls of yonder church tumble-home. I am an old 
man, and my reckoning has got to the last leaf of the log book; 
therefore it is little interest that I have, or can have, in this 
brig or that schooner, but this much will I say, which is that 
it is just as wicked and as little likely to be forgotten, to speak 
scandal of a wholesome and stuut ship, as it is to talk amiss 
of mortal Christian." 
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The old man spoke with energy* »»d » ?"** "^^^^ of hon- 
est indignationj which did not tail to make an impression 
on the ladies, at the same time that it brought certain un- 
gratefu lad monition to the conscience of the understanding 

Wilder. 

''You perceiTC, sir," said Mrs. Wyllys, after waiting in 
vain for the reply of the young seaman, " that it is very poai- 
ble for two men, of equal advantages, to disagree on a pro- 
fessional point. Which am I to believe V* 

** Whichever your own excellent sense should tell you 
is most likely to be correct. I repeat, and in a sincerity to 
whose truth I call heaven to witness, that no mother or sister 
of mine should, with my consent, embark.in the ' Caroline.''' 

** This is incomprehensible !" said Mrs. Wyllys, turning 
to Gertrude, and speaking only for ^cr ear. " My reason 
tells me we have been trifled with by this young man ; and 
yet are his protestations so earnest, and apparently so sin- 
cexe, that I cannot shake off the impression they have made. 
To which of the two, my love, do you feel most inchned to 
ycild your credence P" 

** You know how very ignorant I am, dear madam, of all 
these things,*' said Gertrude, dropping her eyes to the faded 
sprig she was plucking ; ** but to me that old wretch has a 
very presuming and vicious look." 

"You then think the younger most entitled to our belief?" 

<* Why not ; since you also think he is a gentleman!" 

'* I knew not that his superior situation in life entitles 
him to greater credit. Men often obtain such advantages 
only to abuse them. I am afraid sir," continued Mrs. Wyllys, 
turning to the expecting Wilder, ** that unless you see fit to 
to be more frank, we shall be compelled to refuse you onr 
faith, and still persevere in our intention to profit by the op- 
portunity of the * Royal Caroline,' to get to the Carolinas.'' 

" From the bottom of my heart, madam, do I regret the 
determination.'' 

" It may still be in your power to change it by belngexpliclt." 

Wilder appeared to muse, and once or twice his lips mov- 
ed, as if he were about to speak. Mrs. Wyllys and Ger* 
trude awaited his intentions with intense interest ; but after 
a long and seemingly hesitating pause, he disappointed both, 
by saying, — 

*^l am sorry that I have not the ability to make myself 
better understood. It can only be the fault of my dullness ; 
for I again afilrm that the danger is as apparent to my eyes 
at the sun at noon day." 

** Then we must continue blind, su'/'retimied Mia Wyllys, 
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with a oold salate. ** I thank you for your good and kind 
intentions, bat yon cannot blame us for not consenting? to 
follow advice which is buried in so much obscurity. Al- 
though in our own grounds, wc shall be pardoned the rude- 
ness of leading you. The hour appointed for our departure 
has now arrived." 

Wilder returned the grave bow of Mrs. Wyllys with one 
quite as formal as her own ; though he bent with greater 
grace, and with more cordiality, to the deep but liurried 
curtsey of Gertrude Grayson. He remained in the precise 
spot, however, in which they left him, until he saw them 
enter the \illa; and he even fancied he could catch the 
anxious expression of another timid glance which the latter 
threw in his direction, as her light form appeared to float 
from before his sight. Placing one hand on the wall, the 
young sailor then leaped into the highway. As his feet 
struck the ground, the slight shock seemed to awake him 
from his abstraction, and he became conscious that he stood 
within six feet of the old mariner, who had now twice 
stepped so rudely between him and the object he had so 
much at heart. The latter did not allow him time to give utter- 
ance to his disappointment ;forhe was the first himself to speak. 

'' Come, brother," he said, in friendly confidential tones, 
and shaking his head like one who wished to show to his 
companion that he was aware of the deception he had at- 
tempted to practise ; ** come, brother, you have stood far 
enough on this tack, and it is time to try another. Ay, IWe 
been young myself in my time, and I know what a hard 
matter it is to give the devil a wide berth, when there is fun 
to be found in sailing in his company. But old age brings 
us to our reckonings ; and, when the life is getting on short 
allowance with a poor fellow, he begins to think of being 
sparing of his tricks, just as water is saved in a ship, when 
the calms set in, after it has been spilt about decks like rain, 
for weeks and months on end. Thought comes with gray 
hairs, and no one is the worse for providing a little of it 
among his other small stores." 

** I had hoped, when I gave you the bottom of the hill, 
and took the top myself," returned Wilder, without even 
deigning to look at his disagreeable companion, ** that we 
had parted company for. ever. As you seem, however, to 
prefer tlie high ground, I leave you to enjoy it at your lei- 
sure ; I shall descend into the town." 

The old man shufQed after him, with a gait that rendered 
it difficult for Wilder, who was by this time in a fast walk, 
to outstrip him, without resorting to the undignified expedi- 
ent of an actual flight. Vexed alike with himself and his 
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tormentor he was tempted to offer some violence to the 
letter; and then, recalled to his recollection by the dan. 
gerous impulse, he moderated his pace, and continued bis 
route, with a calm determination to be superior to any emo- 
tions that such a pitiful object could excite. 

** You were going under such a press of sail, young 
Master,'' said the stubborn old mariner, who still kept a 
pace or two in his rear, '^ that I had to set everything to 
hold way with you ; but you now seem to be getting rea- 
sonable, and we may as well lighten the passage by a little 
profitable talk. You had nearly made the oldish lady believe 
the goodship, ' Royal Caroline,' was the flying Dutchman!^' 

'^ And why did you see fit to undeceive her?" bluntly de- 
manded Wilder. 

" Would you have a man who has .followed blue water 
fifty years, scandalise wood and iron after so wild a man- 
ner ? The character of a ship is as dear to an old sea-dog, 
as the character of his wife or his sweetheart." 

" Hark ye, friend ; you live, I suppose, like other people, 
by eating and drinking ? " 

'* A little of the first, and a good deal of the last," retained 
he other, with a chuckle. > 

'* And you get both, like most seamen, by hard work, great 
risk, and the severest exposure ? " 

'* Hum ! ' Making our money like horses, and spending 
it like asses V — that is said to be the wa^ with us all." 

*' Now, then, have you an opportunity of making some 
with less labour; you may spend it to suit your own fancyl 
Will you engage in my service for a few hours with this for 
your bounty, and as much more for wages, provided you 
deal honestly?" 

The old man stretched out a hand, and took the guinea 
which Wilder had showed over his shoulder, without ap- 
pearing to deem it at ail necessary to face his recruit. 

"It's no sham!" said the latter, stopping to ring the 
metal on a stone. 

"*Tis gold, as pure as ever came from the mint.** 

The other very coolly pocketed the coin ; and then, with 
a certain hardened «Aa decided way, as if he were now 
ready for any thing, he demanded — 

•* What hen-roost am I to rob for this P " 

*' You are to do no such pitiful act ; jou have only to 
perform a little of that which, I fancy, you are no stranger 
to.* Can you keep a false log P ** 

" Ay ; and swear to it on occasion. I understand you. 
You are tired of twisting the truth like a new Uid rope 

^i ypu wiib to turn Ihe job over to m«,'» *^ * 
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" Something so. Yoa must unsay all you have said con- 
cerning yonder ship, and as you have had cunning enough 
to get on the weather-side of Mrs. de Lacey, you must 
improve your advantage hy making matters a little worse 
than I have represented them to be. Tell me, that I may 
judge of your qualifications, did you, in truth, ever sail 
with the worthy Rear- Admiral P " 

/•As I am an honest and religious Christian, I never 
heard of the honest old man before yesterday. Oh ! you 
may trust me in these matters ! I am not likely to spoil a 
history for want of facts." \ 

** I think you will do. Now listen to my plan — " 

"Stop, worthy messmate," interrupted the other; 
" • Stones can hear,' they say on shore ; we sailors know 
that the pumps have ears on board a ship ; have you ever 
seen sucn a place as the 'Foul Anchor* tavern, in this 
town P " 

•^I have been there." 

" I hope you like it well enough to go a^in. Here we 
will part. I ou shall haul on the wind, being the lightest 
sailer, and make a stretch or two among these nouses, until 
you are well to windward of yonder church. You will 
then have plain sailing down upon hearty Joe Joram*s, 
where is to oe found as snug an anchorage for an honest 
trader, as at any inn in the colonies. I will keep away 
down this hill, and, considering the difference in our rate, 
of failing, we shall not be long after one another in port." 

"And what is to be gained by so much manoeuvring P 
can you listen to nothing which is not steeped in rum P " 

" lou offend me by the word. You shall see what it is 
to send a sober messenger on your errands, when the time 
comes. But suppose we are seen speaking to each other 
on the highway'— why, as you are in such low repute just 
now, I shall lose my character with the ladies altogether." 

" There may be reason in that. Hasten, then, to meet 
me ; for, as they spoke of embarking soon, there is not a 
minute to lose.'' 

." No fear of their breaking ground so suddenly," returned 
the old man, holding the palm of his hand above his head 
to catch the wind. ** There is not yet air enoagh to cool 
the burning cheeks of that young beauty ; and, depend on 
it, the signal will not be given to them until the sea-breeze 

WiWei wav«^ hit hand, ftnd stepped Ughtlv along th« 
lOttd Ihe otbir bid ladtoitt d to hm^ n^mirwUng m tli« 
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figifi^ irhlclk the iresb and ycmtlifQl charms of Gertrude 
had extorted from one eren as old And as coarse as Ms new 
ttliy. His Coxttpanfon followed bis persoti for a moTnenrt, 
with aft amused look, and an ironical cast of the eye, and 
tbeti he also quickened his pace, in order to reach Ihe place 
of utnittYimil in suflicient seastyn. 



CHAPTER XL 

^ ** FocewAmfain, titot he tue Ao soorrilous wwdf /' 

Wini€r*9 Tult, 

hu Wilder approached the ** Foul Anchor," he beheld erery 
symptom of some powerful excitement existing within the 
bosom of the hitherto peaceful town. More than half the 
wnmcfif and perhaps one fourth of all the men within a rea- 
iiofiabk proximity to that welUknown inn^ were assembled 
hefore it# door, listening to one of the former sex, who de« 
elalmed in tones so shrul and penetrating, as not to leave 
the proprietors of the carious and attentiTe countenances 
in the outer circle of the crowd, the smallest rational ground 
of ecAnplaint on the score of impartiality. Our adventure, 
hesitated with the sudden consciousness of one but newly 
embafked in such enterprises as that in which he had so 
recently enlisted, when he first saw these signs of commotion 
nor did he determine to proceed until be caught a glimpse 
of hisaged oonfedeirater elbowing his way through the mass of 
bodies with a perseverance and energy that promised to brinff 
him right speedily into the very presence of her who uttered 
Stloh Idtld and piercing plaints. Encouraged by this eiUkm- 
pie, the young man advancedi but was content to take his 
portion tor a moment in a situation that left him entire com- 
m&nd of his limbs, and consequently in a condition to make 
a timely retreat, should the latter measure prove at all ex « 
pedient. * 

*' I call on you. Earthly Potter* and yoU| Preserved Green, 
ttnd ydu. Faithful Wanton/' cried Desire, as he came with- 
in hearing, pausing to catch a morsel of breath, before she 
proceeded in her afFeotlng appeal to the neighbourhood, 
"and you too. Upright Crook, and you too, Relent Flint, and 
yoa« W #althy Poor, to be witnesses and testimonials in my 
Mh»lf. YtfiJl, and all and each df you, can qualify, if need 
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should be, that I have ever been a filAyio^ fttid loviti|; ooli- 
sort of tMs man vrbo bas desetted me in my afe^ leaving f6 
many of his own children on my hands, to feed ahd to itar 
besides * * 

" What certainty is it/' interrtiptfed the Undlord of tb^. 
" Fonl Anchor, ** most inopportunely, '* that the ^od-man hai 
absconded P It was a merry day, the one that is just gone, and 
it is quite in reason to belieye your husband t^as, like 
some others I can name — a thing I shall not be to unwise 
as to do—a little of what I call how-come -ye-so, and that 
his nap holds on longer than common. 1*11 engage we shslli 
all see the honest tailor creeping out of some of th6 baths 
shortly, as fresh and as ready for his bitters as if b^ had 
not wet hid throat with cold water since the last tiin^ of ge- 
neral rej 'icing.'* 

Alow but pretty general laugh followed thid effort of 
tavern wit, though it failed in exciting even a smile on the 
disturbed vis^e of Desire, which, by its doleful outline, ap- 
peared to have taken leave of all its risible properties for ever. 

*^ Not he^ not he/' exclaimed the disconsolate consort of 
the good-man ; " he has not the heart to get himself cour- 
ageous in loyal drinking, on such an occasion as a merry- 
making on account of his majesty's glory ; he was a man 
altogedier for work, and it is chiefly for his fiard labour thai 
I have reason to complain. After being so long used to 
rely on his toil, it is a sore cross to a dependant woman to 
be thrown suddenly and altoa^etber on herself for support. 
But I'll be revenged on him if there's law to be found in 
Rhode Island or in the Providence f'iantations ! Let him 
dare to kee]^ his pitiful image out of my sigbt the lawful 
time, and then, when he returns, he shali find himself, as 
many a vagabond has been before him, without wife, as 
he will be without house to lay his graceless head in/'* 
Then, oatehkig a glimpse of the enquiring face of the old 
seaiDAn^ who by this time had worked his way to her veiy 
side, she abraptly added, ** Here is a stranger in the place, 
a«4 one who has lately arrived ! Did you meet a straggling 
rutt<«'Way^ friend, in your journey hither!" 

** I bad too maeh tro«ble in navigating my old hulk on 

* H weald seem,fvoia this deeiamtioB, that eertain legal antiraariap 
who have contended that the community is indebted to Desire for the 
QDceremoiiious manner of clipping the nuptial knot, which is so well 
known to exist, even to this hour, m the (immunity of which she was a 
member, are cntfa^ly in the wrong. It etide»«y took its rise in her 
ezai9ple,8»eei^de«lr«Uad0* to i««B a fioettabtfovi retorted toby 

the injured innocents of her own sex* 
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dry land, to log the uame and rate of every craft I fell in 
with/' returned the other, with infinite composure ; and 
3ret, now you speak of such a thing, I do remetnher to have 
come within hail of a poor fellow, just about the beginning 
of the morning-watch, somewhere here-a-way, ay in the 
bushes between this town and the bit of a ferry that carries 
one on to the main/' 

'^What sort of a man was he?'' demanded five or six 
anxious voices, in a breath, among which the tones of De- 
sire, however, maintained their supremacy, rising above 
those of all the others, like the strains of a first-rate artist 
flourishing a quaver above the more modest thrills of the 
rest of the troupe. 

'* What sort of a man ! Why, a fellow with his arms 
rigged athwart ship, and his legs stepped like those of all 
other Christians, to be sure*, but, « now you speak of it, I 
remember that he had a bit of a sheep-shank in one of his 
legs, and rolled a good deal as he went ahead/' 

'' It was he !" added the same chorus of voices. Five or 
six of the speakers instantly stole slyly out of the throng, 
with the commendable intention of hurrying after the de- 
linquent, in order to secure the payment of certain small 
balances of account, in which the unhappy and much 
traduced good-man stood indebted to the several parties. 
Had we leisure to record the manner in which these praise- 
worthy efforts to save an honest penny were conducted, the 
reader might find much subject of amusement in the secret 
diligence with which each worthy tradesman endeavoured 
to outwit his neighbour on the occasion, as well as in the 
cunning subterfuges which were adopted to veil their real 
designs when all met at the ferry, deceived and disappointed 
in their object. As Desire, however, had neither legal de- 
mand on, nor hope of favour from her truant husband, she 
was content to pursue on the spot such further enquiries in 
behalf of the fugitive as she saw fit to make. It is possible 
the pleasures of freedom, in the shape of the contemplated 
divorce, were already floating before her active mind, with 
the soothing perspective of second nuptials, backed by the 
influence of such another picture as might be drawn from 
the recollections of her first love, the whole having a mani- 
fest tendency to pacify her awakened spirit, and to give a 
certain portion of directness and energy to her subsequent 
interrogatories. 

*' Had he a thieving look V she demanded, without at- 
tending to the manner in which she was so suddenly deserted 
by all those who had |ust expressed the strongest sympathy 
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in Iter lois. '* Was he a man t&at bad the hair of a sneaking 
mn-a-way ?" 

^ Ai fd his head-piece, I will not engaf^ to gire a yerj 
true aecoant/' retomed the oM mariner, ^* thong h he had 
the look of ime who had been kept a good deal of his time 
in the ke scuppers. If I shonid giro an oi^mon, the poot 
deyil has had too mnch^ — 

'' Idle time, yon wonH say ; yes, yes, it has been his mis- 
fortune to be ont of work a good deal latterly, and wicked- 
ness has got into his head for want of something better to 
think of. Too much — *' 

" Wife,'' interrapted the old man, emphatically. 

Another general, and for less eqnirocal laagb^ at the ex- 
pense of Desire, sncceeded this blunt declaration. Nothing 
intimidated by soch a manifest assent to the opinion of the 
hardy seaman, the undaunted Txrago resumed — 

** Ah, yon little know the suffering and forbearance I have 
endured with the man in so many long years. Had the 
fellow yoiT met the look of one who had left an injured 
woinan behind him ? " 

** I can't say there was anything abont him which said, 
in so many words, that the woman he had left at her moor- 
ings was more or less injured," returned the tar, with com- 
mendable discrimination; ^'bnt there was enongh about 
him to show, that however and whercTcr he may have stowed 
his wife, if wife she was, he had not seen Ht to leave all her 
outfit at home. The man had plenty of female toggery 
aroand his neck ; I suppose he found it more agreeable than 
her arms." 

"What!" exclaimed Desire, looking aghast, "has he 
dared to rob me! What had he of mine? not the gold 
beads ? '' 

" III not swear they were no sham?'' 

** The villain ! " continued the enraged termagant, catch- 
ing her breath like a person that had just been submerged 
in water longer than Is agreeable to human nature, and 
forelng her way through the crowd, with such vigour as 
soon to be in a situation to fly to her secret hordes, in order 
to ascertain the extent of her misfortune, *^ the sacrilegious 
▼illain ! to rob the wife of his bosom, the mother of his own 
children, and — *' 

'' Well, well," again interrupted the landlord of the 
" Foal Anchor," with his unseasonable voice, ** I never be- 
fore heard the good-man suspected of roguery, though the 
neiglibourhood was ever baekward in calling him chicken- 
hearted." 
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The old seaman looked the publican full In the face^ with 
much meaning in his eye, as he answered — 

'* If the honest tailor never robbed any but that virago^ 
there would be no great thieving sin to be laid to his ac- 
count, for every bead he had about him wouldn't serve to 
pay his ferry age. I could carry all the gold on his neck in 
my eye, and see none the worse for its company. But it is 
a shame to stop the entrance into a licensed tavern, with 
such a mob, as if it were an embargoed port; and so I have 
sent the woman after her valuables, and all the idlers, as 
you see, in her wake/' 

Joe Joram gazed on the speaker like a man enthralled by 
some mysterious charm, neither answering nor altering the 
direction of his eye, for near a minute. Then, suddenly 
breaking out in a deep and powerful laugh, as if he were 
not backward in enjoying the artifice, which certainly had 
produced the effect of removing the crowd from his own 
door to that of the absent tailor, he flourished his arm in the 
way of greeting, and exclaimed — . % 

"Welcome, tarry Bob; welcome, old boy, welcome! 
From what cloud have you fallen, and before what wind 
have you been running, that Newport is again your har- 
bour?" 

" Too many questions to be answered in an open road- 
stead, friend Joram, and altogether too dry a subject for a 
husky conversation. When 1 am berthed in one of your 
inner cabins, with a mug of flip and a kid of good Rhode 
Island beef within grappling distance, why, as many ques- 
tions as you choose, and as many answers, you know, as 
suits my appetite/' 

" And who's to pay the piper, honest Bob ? whose ship's 
purser will pay your check now ? " continued the publican, 
showing the old sailor in, however, with a readiness that 
seemed to contradict the doubt expressed by his words, of 
any reward for such extraordinary civility. 

** Who ? " interrupted the other, displajing the money so 
lately received from Wilder, in such a manner that it might 
be seen by the few bystanders who remained, as though he 
would himself furnish a sufficient apology for the distin- 
guished manner in which he was received ; " who but this 
gentleman ? I can boast of being backed by the counte- 
nance of his sacred majesty himself, God bless him ! '' 

" God bless him ! " echoed several of the loyal lieges ; 
and that, too, in a place whicl^ has since heard such very 
^iiilQrent cries, and where the same words would now excite 
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nearly as much surprise^ though far less alarm^ than a a 
earthquake. 

'' God bless him ! " repeated Joram, opening the door of 
an inner room, and pointing the way to his customer, ^* and 
all that are favoured with his countenance ! Walk in, old 
Bob, and you shall sooA grapple with half an ox." 

Wilder, who had approached the outer door of the tavern, 
as the mob receded, witnessed the retreat of the two wor- 
thies into the recesses of the house, and immediately entered 
the bar-room himself. While deliberating on the manner 
in which he should arrive at a Communication with his new 
confederate, without attracting too much attention to so odd 
an association, the landlord returned in person to relieve 
him. After castipg a hasty glance around the apartment, 
his look settled on our adventtiter, whom he approached in 
a manner half doubting, half decided. 

*' What success, sir, in looking for a ship V* he demanded, 
now reoognising for the first time the stranger with whom 
he had before held converse that morning. ** More hands 
than places to employ them ? " 

'* I am not sure it will so prove. In my walk on the hi!/, 
I met an old seaman, who — *' 

** Hum ! " interrupted the publican, with an intelligib/e 
though stolen sign to follow. *' You will find it m^re con- 
Tenient, sir, to take your breakfast in another room," 
Wilder followed his conductor, who left the public apart- 
ment by a different door from that by which he had led his 
other guest into the interior of the house, wondering at the 
air of mystery that the innkeeper saw fit to assume on the 
occasion. After leading him by a circuitous passage, the 
latter showed Wilder, in profound silence, up a private stair- 
way into the very attic of the building. Here he rapped 
lightly at a door, and was bid to enter by a voice that caused 
our adventurer to start by its deepness and severity. On 
finding himself, however, in a low and confined room, he 
saw no other occupant than the seaman who had just been 
greeted by the publican as an old acquaintance, and by a 
name to which he might by his attire well lay claim to be 
entitled — that of tarry Bob. While Wilder was staring 
about him a good deal surprised at the situation in which 
he was placed, the landlord retired, and he found himself 
alone with his confederate. The latter was already engaged 
in discussing the fragment of the ox just mentioned, and in 
qualfing off some liquid tnat seemed equally adapted to his 
taste, although sufiicient time had not certainly been allowed 
to prepare the beverage he had seen fit to order, Without 



(t 



Hi tni>Bl> ROVBB. 

altowiog hii Tisitor lebure for much ftirtker refleetioB, the 
old mariner-made a motion to him to take the oalj Tacant 
chair in the room, while he continued his cmi^ojment on 
the snrloin with as mach assiduity as though no intemip* 
tion bad taken place. 

'' Honest Joe Joram always makes a firiend of his hnt- 
cber/' he said, after ending a dranght that threatened to 
drain the mug to the« bottom. '^ There is such a flaTonr 
about his beef that one might mistake it for the fin of a 
haiibut You have been in foreign parts, shipmate, ot I 
may call yon ' messmate,' since we are both anehored nigh 
the same kid — but you have donbtiess been in foreign eoiu- 
trics?" 

Often ; 1 should else be bat a miserable seaman/' 
Then tell me frankly, have you etrer been in the king* 
dom that can furnish snch ratioBS*-^h, flesh, fowl, and 
fruits — as this very noble land of America, in which we are 
now both moorc^d ? and in which I soppose we both of m 
were bom?" 

'* It would be carrying the love of home a little too far 
to believe in suefa universal superiority," returned Wilder, 
willing to divert the conversation from his real objeet until 
he had time to arrange his ideas, and assure himself he 
had no other auditor but his visible companion. *^ It is 
generally admitted that England excels us in all these ar- 
ticles." 

*^' By whom? by your know-nothings and bold talkers. 
But I, a man who has seen the four quarters of the earth, 
and no small part of the water besides, gives the lie to such 
empty boasters. We are etrfonies, friend, we are colonies ; 
and it is as bold in a colony to tell the mother that it has 
^e advantage in this or that particular, as it would be in a 
foremast Jack to tell his officer he was wrong, though he 
knew it to be true. I am but a poor man, Mr.— by what 
name may I call your honour ? " 

** Me ! my name ? — Harris." 

'* I am but a poor man, Mr. Harris ; but I have had charge 
of a watch in my time, old and rusty as I seem, nor have I 
sqpent so many long nights on deck without keeping thoughts 
at work, though I may not have overhaul'd so much phi- 
losophy in so doing as a paid parish priest, or a fee'd hiw- 
yer. Let me tell you it is a disheartening thing to be no- 
thing but a dweller in a colony. It keeps down the pride 
and spirit of a man, and lends a hand in making him what 
his masters would be glad to have him. I shall say nothing 
of fruits and meats, and other eatables, that oome fmm the 
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land of which both you and I have heard and know too 
much, unless it be to point to yonder sun, and then to ask 
the question, whether you think King George has the power 
to make it shine on the bit of an island where he lives, as it 
shines here in his broad provinces of America ? '* 

*' Certainly not : and yet you know that every one allows 
that the productions of £ngland are so much superior^' — 

" Ay, ay ; a colony always sails under the lee of its 
mother. Talk does it all, friend Harris. Talk, talk, talk ; 
a man can talk himself into a fever, or set a ship's company 
by the ears. He can talk a cherry into a peach, or a floun- 
der into a whale. Now here is the whole of this long coast 
of America, and all her rivers, and lakes, and brooks, 
swarming with such treasures as any man might fatten on, 
and yet his majesty's servants who come among us talk of 
their turbots, and their sole, and their carp, as if the Lord 
had only made such fish, and the devil had let the others 
slip through his fingers without asking leave.'' 

Wilder turned, and fastened a look of surprise on the 
old man, who continued to eat, however, as if he had 
uttered nothing but what might be considered as a matter of 
course opinion. 

" You are more attached to your birth-place than loyal, 
friend,'' said the young mariner, a little austerely. 

*' I am not fish-loyal at least. What the Lord made 
one may speak of, I hope, without offence. As to the 
Government, that is a rope twisted by the hands of man, 
and"— 

**And what?" demanded Wilder, perceiving that the 
other hesitated. 

^' Hum ! Why, I fancy man will undo his own work, 
when he can find nothing better to busy himself in. No 
harm is saying that either, I hope ?" 

*' So much, that I must call your attention to the business 
that has brought us together. You have not so soon forgot- 
ten the earnest-money you received f 

The old sailor shoved the dish from before him, and fold- 
ing his arms he looked his companion full in the eye, as he 
calmly answered, — * 

'* When I am fairly enlisted in a service, I am a man to 
be counted on. I hope you sail under the same colours, 
friend Harris?" 

*< It would be dishonest to be otherwise. There is one 
thing you will eiccuse, before 1 proceed to detail my plans 
%nd wishes : I must take occasion to examine this closet, in 
)rde/ to be sure that we are actually alune " 
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" Toa wilt find little there exeept tke toggefy of somr of 
honest Joe's female gender. As the door is not festened wtth 
any extraordinary care, vou haTC oflly to look for yourself, 
sinee seeing is holicving. ' ..,.,. 

Wilder did not seem disposed to wait for this permission ; 
he opened the door even while the other was speaking, and 
finding that the closet actually contained little else than the 
articlesnamed by his companion, ho tamed awayUke a man 

who was disappointed. , ^ . • . ^ 

"Were you alone when I entered?" ho demanded, after 
a thoughtful pause of a moment. 

" Honest Joram and yourself," 

"But no one else f 

*^ None that I saw/' returned the other, with a manner 
that betrayed a slight uneasiness; "if you think otherwise 
let us overhaul the room. Should my hand fall on a listener 
the salute will not be light." 

" Hold ! — Answer me one quesdon ; who bade me enter?" 

Tarry Bob, who had arisen with a good deal of alacrity, 
now reflected in his turn for an instant, and then he closed 
his musing, by indulging in a low laugh. 

<^ Ah ! I see that you have got your ideas a little jammed. 
A man eannot talk the same with a small portion of ox in 
liis mouth, as though his tongue had as mueh sea-room as a 
ship four-and-twenty hours out" 

*• Then you spoke ? " 

''I'll swear to that much," returned Bob, resuming 
his seat like one who had settled the whole dOTair to his 
entire satisfaction ; and now, friend Harris, if you are 
ready to lay bare your mind, I'm just as ready to look at it" 

Wilder did not appear to be quite as well content with 
the explanation as his companion, but he drew a chair and 
prepared to open his subject, 

" I am not to tell you, friend, aft« what you have beard 
and seen, that I have no very strong desire that the lady 
with whom we have both spoken this morning, and her 
companion, should sail in the * Royal Caroline.' I suppose 
it is enough for our purposes that you should know the 
fact ; the reason why -I prefer they should remain where 
they are, can be of no moment as to the duty you arc to un- 
dertake." 

** You need not tell an old seaman how to gather in the 
slack of a running idea ! " cried Bob, chuckling and wink- 
ing at his companion in a way that displeased the latter by 
its familiarity ; ** I have not lived fifty years on blue water 
*'^ mistake it for the skies.'' 
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<<Yott then fancy, sir, that my motire Is no secret to 
youP** 

"It needs no spy-glass to see, that while the old people 
say, ' Go/ the young people would like to stay where they 
are.'' 

<'Tou do both of the young people great injustice then; 
for until yesterday, I neyer laid eyes on the person you 
mean*'' 

*^Ahf I see how it is; the owners of the < Caroline' have 
not been so civil as they ought^ and you are paying them a 
small debt of thanks P 

<<That is possiUy a means of retaliation that might suit 
your taste," said wilder, gravely; <<but which is not much 
m accordance with mine. The whole of the parties are 
utter strangers to me." 

" Hum ! Then I sum>ose you belong to the Tcssel in the 
outer harbour; and thou|h you don^ hate your enemies, 
you loYe your friends* We must contrive the means to 
coax die ladies to take passage in the slayer/ 

** God forbid f 

<<Qod forbid! Now I thinks friend Harris, yon set up 
the backstays of your conscience a little too tight. Though 
I cannot and do not agree with you in all you have said 
conoeming the 'Eoyal Caroline,' I see no reason to doubt 
but we snail have one mind about the other vesseL I 
call her a wholesom»>lookin^ and well-proportioned craft, 
and one that a king might sail m with comfort.'' 

*' I deny it not; still I like her not*" 

'^eU, i am glad of that; and since the matter is fairly 
before us. master Harris, I have a word or two to say con^ 
ceming that very ship. I am an old sea-dog, and one not 
easily nlinded in matters of the trade. Do you not find 
something that is not in character for an honest trader in 
the inannet in which thev have laid that vessel at her an- 
chors without the fort, and the sleepy look she bears at the 
same time, that any one may see sne is not built to catch 
oysters, or to carry cattle to the ishmds P ** 

" As you have said, I think her a wholesome and a tight- 
built ship. Of what evil practice, hoWever, do you suspect 
her P— ^rhapft she robs the revenue.** 

** Hum ! I am not sure it would be pleasant to smuggle 
in fltich a veMel, though your contraband is a merry trade 
after all. She has a pretty battery, as well as one can see 
from this distance.*' 

*> I dare si^y her ovnerft are not tired of her yet, and 
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would gladly keep her from falling into the hands of the 
French." 

" Well, well, I may be wrong ; but unless sight is going 
with my years, all is not as it would be on board that slaver, 
provided her papers were true, and she had the lawful name 
to her letters of marque. What think you, honest Joe, in 
this matter?'' 

Wilder turned impatiently, and found that the landlord 
had entered the room, with a step so light as to have es- 
caped his attention, which had been drawn to his com- 
panion with a force that the reader will readily compre-. 
hend. The air of surprise with which Joram regarded the 
speaker was certainly not affected ; for the question was 
repeated, and in still more definite terms, before he saw fit 
to reply. 

** I ask you, honest Joe, if you think the slaver in the 
outer harbour of this port, a true man t " 

** You come across one. Bob, in your bold way, with siich 
startling questions," returned the publican, casting his eyes 
obliquely around him, as if he would fain make sure of 
the character of the audience to which he spoke, *^ such 
stirring opinions that really I am often non-plush ed to 
know how to eet the ideas togetherto make a saving answer." 

"It is droll enough, truly, to see the landlord of the 
' Foul Anchor* dnmo-foundered,*' returned the old man, 
with perfect composure in mien and eye. " I ask you if 
you do not suspect something wrong about that slaver P'* 

** Wrong ! &ood heavens, mister Robert, recollect what 
you are saying. I would not for the custom of his ma- 
lesty's Lord High Admiral, have any discouraging words 
be uttered in my house against the reputation of any vir- 
tuous and fair dealing slayers ! The Lord protect me 
from blacking the character of any honest subject of the 
king!'* 

" jDo you see nothing wrong, worthy and tender Joram, 
about the ship in the outer harbour P** repeated mister 
Robert, without moving eye, limb, or muscle. 

** Well, since you press me so bard for an opinion, and 
seeing that you are a customer that pays freely for what 
he orders, I will say, that if there is any thing unreason- 
able or even illegal, in the deportment of the gentleman — " 

•*You sail so nigh the wind, friend Joram," coolly in- 
terrupted the old man, '* as to keep every thing shaking. 
Jittt bethink you of a plain answer: { 9ave you se^n. aay 
thing wrong nbout tUe ilaverf *» 
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'Nothing, on my conscience, then/' ftaid the publican, 
pufiug not unlike a cetaceous fish that had come to the sur« 
face to breathe ; '^ as I am an unworthy sinner sitting under 
the preaching of good and faithful Dr. Dogma^ nothing- 
nothing/' 

'* No ! Then are you a duller man than I had rated you 
at ! Do you ttupeei nothing V* 

'' Heaven protect me from suspicions ! The devil besets 
all our minds with doubts ; but weak and evil inclined is he 
who submits to them. The officers and crew of that ship are 
free drinkeis, and as generoufr as princes. Moreover, as 
they never forget to clear the score before they leave the 
house, I call them — honest ! ** 

^ And I call them — pirates I " 

*' Pirates 1 " echoed Joram, fastening his eye with marked 
distrust on the countenance of the attentive Wilder. 
^* ' Pirate ' is a harsh word, mister Robert, and should not 
be thrown in any gentleman's face, without testimony enough 
to clear one in an action of defamation, should such a thing 
get fairly before twelve sworn and conscientious men. Bui 
I suppose you know what you say, and before whom you 
say it/' 

" I do ; and now, as it seems that your opinion in this 
matter amounts to just nothing at all, you will please'' — 

'^ To do any thing you order," cried Joram, very evidently 
delighted to change the subject. 

'' To go and ask the customers below if they are dry,'' con- 
tinued the other, beckoning for the publican to retire by the 
way he entered, with the air of one who felt certain of being 
obeyed. As soon as the door was closed on the retiring land- 
lord, he turned to his remaining companion and continued, 
<' you seem as much struck aback as unbelieving Joe him- 
self at what you have just heard/' 

*' It is a harsh suspicion, and should be well supported, 
old man, before you venture to repeat it. What pirate hai 
lately been heard of on this coast 7 " 

'* There is the well-known Red Rover," returned the other^ 
dropping his voice and casting a furtive look around him, ub 
if. even he thought exti«ordiiiary caution was necesftaty in 
uttering the formidable name. 

" But he is said to keep chiefly in the Caribbean Sea.'' 

*' He is a man to be any where and every where. The 
king would pay him well who put the rogue into the hands 
of the law/' 

** A thing easier planned Xhm ^J^ecuted/' Wilder thought 
foUy ii»awQred« 

,,-.to»«... 
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** That is as it may be. I am an old fellow, and ftttor to 
point oat the way than to fp ahead. Bat yoa are like a newly 
fitted ship with all yoar rigging tight, and yoar spars with* 
oat a warp in them. What say you to make yoar fortune by 
selling the knaves to the king? It is only giving the devil 
bis own a few months sooner or later/' ; 

Wilder started, and tarned away from his companion like 
one who was little pleased by the manner in which be ex-_ 
pressed himself. Perceiving the necessity of a reply, how- 
ever, he demandedh— 

** And what reason have yoa for believing yoar suspicions 
true? or what means have yon for effecting your object, if 
true, in the absence of the royal cruisers?'' 

** I cannot swear that I am right ; bat, if sailing on the 
wrong tacky we can only go about when we find out the 
mistake. As to means, I confess they are easier named than 
mastered." 

<'Go, go; this is idle talk; a mer6 whim of your old 
brain," said Wilder, coldly ; ^' and the less said the soonest 
mended. All this time we are foi^etting our proper busi- 
ness. I am half inclined to think, mister Robert, you are 
holding out false lights in order to get rid of the duty for 
which you are already half paid/' 

There was a look of satisfaction in the countenance of the 
old tar while Wilder was speaking, that might have struck 
his companion, had not the yoang man risen while speaking 
to pace the narrow room, with a thoughtful and burried 
step. 

'' Well, well," the former rejoined, endeavouring to dis- 
gaise his evident contentment in his customary, selfish, bot 
shrewd expression, ''I am an old dreamer, and often have I 
thought myself swinuning in the sea when I have been safe 
moored on dry land ! I believe there must soon be a reckon- 
ing with the devil, in order that each may take his share of 
my poor carcass, and I be left the captain of my own ship. 
Now for your honour's orders." 

Wilder returned to his seat, and disposed himself to give 
the necessary instructions to his confederate, in order that 
ho aofht counteract all he had already said in favour of the 
aatward- bound vessel 
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CHAPTER Xf. 

■■ '' The man b, notwithstanding, sufficient ; — tbree thaauitfi 
ducats ;—I think 1 may take his bond.''—- IfercAanf qfVmiet, 

As the day ad? anced, tlie appearances of a fresh sea breeze 
setting in, gradaally grew stronger ; and with the increase 
of the wind were to be seen all the symptoms of an intention 
to leave the barboar on the part of the Bristol trader. The 
sailing of a large ship was an cTcnt of much more import- 
ance in an American port^ sixty years ago, than at the pre- 
sent boar, when a score is frequently seen to arrive and de- 
part from one haren in a single day. Although claiming to 
l»e inhabitants of one of the principal towns of the colony, 
the good people of Newport did not witness the moTements 
on board the ** Caroline " with that species of indotent regard 
which is the fruit of satiety In sights as well as in graver 
things, and with which, in the coarse of time, the evolations 
of even a fleet come to be contemplated. On the contrary, 
the wharves were crowded with bojrs, and indeed with idlers 
of every growth. Even many <tf the more considerate and 
indostrioos of the citizens were seen loosening the close 
grasp they nsnally kept on the precious minutes, and allow- 
ing them to escape uncounted, though not entirely unheeded, 
as they yielded to the ascendency of curiosity over interest, 
and strayed from their shops, and their' work-yards, to gaze 
upon the noble spectacle of a moving ship. 

The tardy manner in which the crew of the ** Caroline " 
made their preparations, however, exhausted the patience of 
more than one time-saving citizen. Quite as many of the 
better sort of the spectators had left the wharves as still re- 
mained, and yet the vessel spread to the breeze but the soli- 
tary sheet of canvass which has been already named. 
Instead of answering the wishes of hundreds of weary eyes, 
the noble ship was seen sheering about her anchor, incliniog 
from the passing wind, as her bows were attemately turned 
to the right and to the left, like a restless courser testesined 
by the grasp of the groom, chafing his bit, and with diiiculty 
keeping those limbs upon the earth with which he is shortly 
to bound around the ilng. After more than an hour of un- 
accountable delay, a rumour was spread among the crowd 
that an accident had occurred, by which some important in- 
dividual belonging to the complement of the vessel was se- 
verely injured. But this rumour passed away also, and waz 
nearly forgottea, when a sheet of flame was seen issuing firom 
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a bow-port of the ** Caroline/' driving before it a cload or 
. curling and mounting smoke, and which was succeeded by 
the instant roar of a discharge of artillery. A bustle like 
that which usually precedes the immediate announcement of 
any long intended event, took place among the weary expec- 
tants on the land, and every one now felt certain that what- 
ever might have oooorred,itwas settled that the ship should 
proceed. 

Of all this delay, the several movements on board, the 
subsequent signal of sailing, and of the impatience in the 
crowd. Wilder had been a grave and close observer. Posted 
with his back against the upright fluke of a condemned 
anchor, on a wharf a little apart from that occupied by most 
of the other spectatois, he had remained an hour in the same 
position, scarcely bending his look to his right hand or to his 
left. When the gun was fired he started, not with the ner- 
vous impulse which had made a hundred others do precisely 
the same thing, but to tarn an anxious and rapid glance 
along the streets that came within the range of his eye. From 
this hasty and uneasy examination, he soon returned into 
his former reclining posture, though the wandering of his 
glances, and the whole expression of his meaning counten- 
ance, would have told an observer that some event, to which 
the young mariner looked forward with excessive interest, 
was on the eve of its consummation. As minute after 
minute, however, rolled by, his c<Anposure was gradually 
restored, and a smile of satisfaction lighted his features,, while 
his lips moved like those of a man who expressed his plea- 
sure in a soliloquy. It was in the midst of these agreeable 
meditations tiiat the sound of many voices met his ears ; and, 
turning, he saw a large party within a few yards of where 
he stood. He was not slow to detect among them the forms 
of Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude, attired in such a manner as to 
leave no doubt that they were at length on the eve of em- 
barking. 

A cloud driving before the sun does not produce a greater 
change in the aspect of the earth, than was wrought in the 
expression of Wilder's countenance by this unexpected sight 
He was just implicitly relying on the success of an artifice 
which, though sufficiently shallow, he flattered himself was 
deep enough to act on the timidity and credulity of woman^ 
and now was he suddenly awoke from his self-congratuia^ 
tion, to prove the utter disappointment of his hopes. Mut- 
tering a suppressed but deep execration against the perfidy 
of bis confederate, he shrunk as much as possible behind 
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ikm fluke of the anchor^ and fattened bit eyee miUenly en Ike 
sbm. 

The party whkh aooompanied the traTeUen to the water- 
side waiy like all oth^ parties made to take leave of Talved 
friends, taettuni aad restless. Those who spoke, did so 
with a rapid and impatient atteranoe, as though they wished 
to hurry the jeij separation they regretted, and the features 
of those who said nothing looked full of meaning. Wildef 
heard several affeetionate and warm-hearted wishes given^ 
and piomises extorted from youthful voiees, all of whicli 
were answered in the soft and mournful tones of (Gertrude, 
and yet he obstinately reftwed to bend even a stolen look 
in the direetion oithe speakers. 

At length a footstep within a few feet of him induced a 
hasty glance aside. His eye met that of Mrs. Wyllys. 
The lady started, as well as our young mariner, at the sud- 
den reeognitioB, but recovering her self-possession, she ob- 
served, with admirable coolness, — 

** You perceive, sir, that we are not to be deterred from an 
enteri»ise once undertaken by any ordinary dangers.^' 

** I hope you may not have reas<Hi, madam, to repent 
your oourage.'' 

A short, but painfully thoughtftil pause sneeeeded on the 
part of Mrs. WvUys. Casting a look behind her, in order to 
ascertain that she was not overheard, she drew a step nigher 
to the youth, and said, in a voice even lower than before — 

*' It is not yet too late ; give me but the shadow of a rea- 
son for what you have said, and 1 will wait for mother ship. 
My feelings are foolishly inelinedto believe you young man, 
though my judgment tells me there is but too much proba- 
bility that you trifle with our womanish fears.'* 

*' Trifle ! On sueh a matter I would trifle with none of your 
sex, and least of all with you !'' 

^ This is extraordinary ! For a stranger it is inexplicable ? 
Have you a liMst or a reason which I can plead to the Mends 
of my young charge f 

** Yon know tkera already.'^ 

** Then, sir, am I compelled against my will to believe 
your motive is one that you have some powerfol considera- 
tions for wishing to conceal,'' coolly returned the disappoint- 
ed and even mortified governess. ** For your own sake, I 
hope it is not unworthy. I thank you for all that is well in- 
tended ; if you have spoken aught which is otherwise, I for- 
give it." 

They parted, with the reflraint of people who feel that dis- 
tratt exists between then* Wilder again shrank behind hi^^ 

m3 
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cover, maintaining a proud position, and a coantenance tbat 
was grave to austerity. His situation, however, compelled 
him to become an auditor of most of what was now said. 

The principal speaker, as was meet on such an occasion, 
was Mrs, de Lacey, whose voice was often raised in sage 
admonitions and professional opinions, blended in a manner 
that all would admire, though none of her sex, but they who 
had enjoyed the singular good fortune of sharing in the inti- 
mate confidence of a flag-officer, might ever hope to imitate, 

*' And now my dearest niece,*' concluded the relict of the 
Rear- Admiral after exhausting her breath and her store of 
wisdom in numberless exhortations to be careful of her 
health — to write often — to repeat the actuat words of her 
private message to her brother the General — to keep below 
in gales of wind — to be particular in the account of any ex- 
traordinary sight she might have the good fortune to behold 
in the passage — ^and, in short, in all other matters likely to 
grow out of such a leave-taking ; ** and now, my dearest 
niece, I commit you to the mighty deep, and One far migh- 
tier — to him who made it. Banish from your thoughts all 
recollections of any thing you may have heard concerning 
the imperfections of the * Royal Caroline,' for the opinion of 
the aged seaman who sailed with the lamented Admiral, as- 
sures me they are all founded in mistake — " 

"The treacherous villain !*' muttered Wilder. 

'* Who spoke?'' said Mrs. de Lacey ; but receiving no re- 
ply, she continued — " his opinion is also exactly in accord- 
ance with my own, on more mature reflection. To be sure 
it is a culpable neglect to depend on bobstays and gammonings 
for the security of the bowsprit, but still even this is an 
oversight which, as my old friend has just told me, maybe 
remedied by ' preventers and lashings.' I have written a 
note to the master, — Gertrude, my dear, be careful ever to 
call the Master of the ship Mister Nichols ; for none bat 
such as bear his majesty's commissions are entitled to be 
termed Captains ; it is an honourable station, and should al- 
ways be treated with reverence, it being, in fact, next in 
rank to a flag-officer, — I have written a note to the Master 
on the subject, and he will see the neglect repaired ; and so 
my love, God bless you ; take the best possible care of your- 
self ; write me by every opportunity ; remember my kindest 
love to your father, and be very minute in your description 
of the whales." 

The eyes of the worthy and kind hearted widow were filled 
with tears as she ended, and there was a touch of nature in 

<) tremour of her voioe, that produced a sympathetic feeling 
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Inallvv'ho heard his words. The final parting took place 
under the jpipression of these kind emotions, and before 
another minute^ the oars of the boat which bore the travellers 
to the ship were heard in the water. 

Wilder listened to the well-known sounds with a feverish 
interest, that he possibly might have found it difficult to ex- 
pleun even to himself. A light touch on the elbow first drew 
his attention from the disagreeable subject. Surprised at the 
circumstance, he faced the intruder, who appeared to be a 
lad of apparently some fifteen years. A second look was 
necessary to tell the abstracted young mariner that he again 
saw the attendant of the Rover, he who has already been in- 
troduced in olir pages under the name of Roderick. 

''Your pleasure ; **hedemanded, when his amazement at 
being thus interrupted in his meditations had a little sub- 
sided. 

*' I am directed to put these orders into your own hands/' 
was the answer. , 

'' Orders !** repeated the young man, with a curling lip. 
'' The authority should be respected which issues its man- 
dates through such a messenger.'^ , 

*' The authority is one that it has ever proved dangerous to 
disobey," gravely returned the boy. 

** Indeed ! Then will I look into the contents without de- 
lay, lest I tail into some fatal negligence. Are you bid to 
wait an answer ?" 

On raising his eyes from the note the other had given him, 
after breaking its seal, the young man found that the mes- 
senger had already vanished. Perceiving bow useless it 
would be to pursue so light a form amid the mazes of lumber 
that loaded the wharf and most of the adjacent shore, he 
opened the letter and read as follows, — 

''An accident has disabled the master of the outward- 
bound ship called the ' Royal Caroline!' Hei consignee is 
reluctant to intrust her to the officer next in rank ; but sail 
she must. I find she has credit for her speed. If you have 
any credentials of Wtaracttfi* and competency^ profit by the oc- 
casion, and earn the station you are finally destined to fill. You 
have been named to some who are interested, and you have 
been sought diligently. If this reach you in season be on 
the alert, and be decided. Show no surprise at any co-oper- 
ation you may unexpectedly meet. My agents are more 
nnmorous than you had believed. The reason is obvious, gold 
is ffsUow, though I am 

^ "BUD/' 



The sig^atare, the matter, and the style of this letter, left 
Wilder in no doaht as to its anthor. Casti ng a glance aronnd 
him, he sprang into a skiff, and before the boat of the trayel- 
lers had reached the ship, that of Wilder had skimmed th^ 
water over half the distance between her and the land. 
As he plied his sculls with vigorous and skilAil arms, he stood 
soon upon her decks. Forcing his way among the crowd of 
attendants from the shore, that are apt to cumber a departing 
ship, he reached the part of the vessel where a circle of busy 
and anxious faces told him he should find those most con- 
cerned in her fate. Until now, he had hardly breathed eiearly, 
much less reflected on the charaoter of his sudden enter-i 
prise. It was too late, however, to retreat, had he been so 
disposed, or to abandon his purpose without incurring the 
hazard of exciting dangerous suspicions. A single instant 
served to recall his thoughts, ere he demanded, — 

" Do I see the owner of the * Caroline^ " 

*' The ship is consigned to our house,'' returned a sedate, 
deliberate, and shrewd-looking individual, in the attire of a 
wealthy, but also of a thrifty trader. 

''I have heard that you had need of an experienced 
oiBcer." 

*' Experienced officers are comfortable things to an owner 
in a vessel of value," returned the merchant. '' I hope the 
'Caroline' is not without her portion.'' 

*' But I had heard, one to supply her Commander's place 
for a time was greatly needed ?" 

** If her Commander were incapable of doing his duty, such 
a thing might certainly come to pass. Are you seeking a 
berth f 

** I have come to apply for the vacancy." 

** It would have been wiser had yon first ascertained there 
existed a vacancy to fill. But you have not come to ask 
authority in such a ship as this, without sufficient testimony 
of your ability and fitness V 

" I hope these documents may prove satisfactory," said 
Wilder, placing in his hands a couple of unsealed letter^ 

During the time the other was reading the certificates 
for such they proved to be, his shrewd eye was looking over 
his spectacles at the subject of their contents, and re- 
turning to the paper in alternate glances, in such a way as 
to render it very evident that he was endeavouring to as- 
sure himself of the fidelity of the words he read, by actnal 
observation. 

Hum ! This is certainly very excellent testimony if 
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roa faYouT, yoang gentleman, and^coming, as it does, 
from two so, ^speciable and afiluent houses as Spriggs, 
Bo^s, & Tweed, and Hammer & Hacket—entitled to great 
credit. A richer and broader -bottomed firm than the 
foi^ner is not to be found in all his majesty's colonies; and 
I have great respect for the latter, though envious people 
do say that they over- trade a little.** 

"Since, then, 3roa esteem them so highly, I shall not be 
considered hasty in presuming on their fiiendship.'' 

** Not at all, not at all, Mr. a— a — *' glancing his eye 

again into one of the letteis ; **'ay, Mr. Wilder, 'there is never 
any presumption in a feir offer, in a matter of business. 
Without ofifers to sell and offers to buy, our property would 
never change hands, sir; ha, ha. ha! never change to a 
profit, you know, young gentleman.** 

" I am aware of the truth of what you say, and therefore 
I beg leave to repeat my offer." 

"All perfectly fair and perfectly reasonable. But you 
cannot expect us, Mr. Wilder, to make a vacancy ex- 
pressly for you to fill, though it must be admitted that 
your papers are excellent^-as good as the note of Spriggs, 
Boggs, & Tweed themselves — not to make a vacancy ex- 
pressly — " 

^ '' I had supposed the Master of the ship so seriously in* 
jured — '* 

'* Injured, but not seriously," interrupted the wary con- 
signee, glancing his eye around at sundry shippers, and one 
or two spectators, who were within ear-shot ; *^ injured cer- 
tainly, but not so much as. to quit the vessel. No, no, gentle- 
men ; the good ship, ' Royal Caroline' proceeds on her voy- 
age, as usual, under the care of that old and well-tried 
mariner, Nicholas Nichols." 

'^ Then, sir, am I sorry to have intruded on your time at 
so busy a moment,'' said Wilder, bowing with a disap- 
pointed air, and falling back a step as if about to'^with- 
draw 

'' Not so hasty — not so hasty ; bargains are not to be coii- 
ciaded, young man, as you let a sail fall from the yard. It 
IS possible that your services may be of use, though not, per- 
haps, in the responsible situation of Master. At what rate 
do you value the title of 'Captain?'" 

" I care little for the name, provided the trust and the an- 
tbority are mine. 

" A very sensible youth I " muttered the d.screet mer- 
chant ; ** and one who knows how to distinguish between 
the shadow and the substance. A gentleman of your good 
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sense and character must know, however, that the reward 
is always proportioned to the nominal dignity. If I were 
acting for myself in this basiness, the case would be ma- 
terially changed ; but, as an agent, it is a duty to consult the 
interest of my principal/^ 

'' The reward is of no account,^^ said Wilder, with an 
eagerness that might have overreached itself, had not the 
individual with whom he was bargaining, fastened bis 
thoughts on the means of cheapening the other's services, 
with a steadiness from which they rarely swerved, when 
bent on so commendable an object as saving : '' I seek for 



service." 



*^ Then service you shall have ; nor will you find us nig- 
gardly in the operation. Yon cannot expect an advance 
for a run of no more than a month ; nor any perquisites in 
the way of stowage, since the ship is now full to her hatches 
— nor indeed any great price in the shape of wages, since 
we take you chiefly to accommodate so worthy a youth, and 
to honour the recommendations of so respectable a house 
as Spriggs, Boggs, & Tweed ; but you will find us liberal, 
— excessive liberal. Stay — how know we that you are the 
person named in the invoi — I should say, recommenda- 
tion ? "^ 

'< Does not the fact of possessing the letters establish my 
character ? " 

** It might in peaceable times ; when the realm was not 
scourged by war. A description of the person should have 
accompanied the documents, like a letter of advice with the 
bill. As we take you at some risk in this matter, you are 
not to be surprised that the price will be affected by the 
circumstance. We are liberal — I believe no house in the 
colonies pays more liberally ; but then we have a character 
for prudence to lose.'' 

'* I have already said, sir, that the price shall not inter- 
rupt our bargain." 

'^ Good : there is pleasure in transacting business on such 
liberal and honourable views. And yet I wish a notarial 
seal or a description of the person, had accompanied the 
letters. This is the signature of Robert Tweed ; I know it 
well, and would be glad to see it at the bottom of a promis- 
sory note for ten thousand pounds — that is, with a responsi- 
ble endorser: but the uncertainty is much against your 
pecuniary interest, young man, since we become, as it were, 
underwriters that you are the individual named." 

" In order that your mind may be at ease on this subject^ 
Mr. Bale/' aaid a voice from among the little circle that 
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was liitening, with characteristic interest, to the progress of 
the bargain; I can testify, orshoald it be necessary, qualify 
to the peri^on of the gentleman/^ 

Wilder turned in some haste, and in no little astonish- 
ment, to discover the acquaintance whom chance had thrown 
in so extraordinary, and possibly in so disagreeable a man- 
ner, across his path ; and that, too, in a portion of the coun- 
try where he wished to believe himself an entire stranger. 
To his utter amazement he found that the new speaker was 
no other'than the landlord of the ** Foul Anchor/' — Honest 
Joe stood with a perfectly composed look, and with a face 
that might readily have been trusted to confront a far more 
imposing tribunal, awaiting the result of his testimony on 
the seemily wavering mind of the consignee. 

** Ah ! you have lodged the gentleman for a time, and you 
can testify that he is a punctual paymaster and a civil 
inmate. But I want documents fit to be filed with the cor- 
respondence of the owners at home." 

'< I know not what sort of testimony you think fit for such 
good company," returned the unmoved publican, holding 
up his hand with an air of admirable innocence; ^'butif 
the sworn declaration of a housekeeper is of the sort you 
need, you are a magistrate, and may begin to say over the 

words at once.'' 

« Not I, not I, man. Though a magistrate, the oath is 
informal, and would not be binding in law. But what do 
you know of the person in question T 

*' That he is as good a seaman, for his years, as any in the 
colonies. There may be some of more practice and greater 
experience; I dare say such are to be found ; but as to ao* 
tivity, watchfulness, and prudence, it would be hard to find 
his equal— especially for prudence." 

" You then are quite certain that this person is the indi- 
vidual named in these papers V 

Joram received the certificates with the same admirable 
coolness he had maintained from the oommencement» and 
prepared to read them with the most scrupulous care. In 
order to affect this necessary operation, he had to put on 
his spectacles, (for the landlord of the " Foul Anchor," was 
in the wane of life,) and Wilder fancied Hhat he stood, dur- 
ing the process, a notable example of how respectable de- 
pravity may become, in appearance, when supported by a 

reverend air ,..,., 

" This is all very true, Mr. Bale,*' continued the publican, 
f«aioving his glasses, and returning the papers* *;They 
kave forgotten to si^ any thing of the mannef in which be 
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paired the 'Lirely Nancy/ off Hatteras, and how he run the 
* Peg^y and Dolly^ over the Savannah bar, without a pilot, 
blowing great guns from the northward and eastwtird at the 
time ; but I who followed the water, as you know, in my 
younger days, have often heard both circumstances men- 
tioned among sea-faring men, and I am a judge of the diffi- 
culty. I have an interest in this ship, neighbour Bale, (for 
though a rich man and I a poor one, we are nevertheless 
neighbours) — I say I have an interest in this ship ; since she 
is a vessel that seldom quits Newport without leaving some- 
thing to Jingle in my pocket, or I should not be here to-day 
to see her lift her anchor.'^ 

As the publican concluded,*he gave audible evidence that 
his visit had not gone unrewarded, by raising a music that 
was no less agreeable to the ears of the thrifty merchant 
than to his own. The two worthies laughed in an under- 
standing way, and like two men who had found a particular 
profit in their intercourse with the *^ Royal Caroline.'' The 
latter then beckoned Wilder apart, and after a little further 
preliminary discourse, the terms of the young mariner's 
engagement were finally settled. The true Master of the 
ship was to remain on board, both as a security for the in- 
surance, and in order to preserve her reputation ; but it was 
frankly admitted that his hurt, which was no less than a 
broken leg, and which the surgeons were then setting, 
would probably keep him below for a month to come. 
During the time he was kept from his duty, his functions 
were to be filled, in efiect, by our adventurer. These ar- 
rangements occupied another hour of time, and then the 
consignee left Uie vessel, perfectly satisfied with the prudent 
and frugal manner in which he bad discharged his duty 
towards his principal. Before stepping into the boat, how- 
ever, with a view to be equally careful of his own interests, 
he took an opportunity to request the publican to make a 
proper and legal affidavit of all that he knew *' of his own 
knowledge" concerning the officer just engaged. Honest 
Joram was liberal of his promises; but as hc^aw no motive, 
now that all was so happily effected, for incurring useless 
risks, he contrived to evade their fulfilment, finding, no doubt, 
his apology for this breach of faith in the absolute poverty 
of his information, when the subject came to be duly con- 
sidered, and construed literally by the terms required. 

It is unnecessary to relate the bustle, the reparation of half- 
forgotten, and consequently, neglected business ; the duns, 
good wishes, injunctions to execute commissions in some 

^lst«Qt porli «q4 hi th« oonfwed «n4 fe^miQsljr iot«iiiiira« 
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ble duties that crowd tliemselves into the last ten minutes 
that precede the sailing of a merchant vessel, more especially 
if she IS fortunate, or rather unfortunate enough to have 
passengers. A certain class of men quit a vessel, in sucli a 
situation, with the reluctance that they would part with any 
other well-established means of profit, creeping down her 
sides as lazily as the leech, filled to repletion, rolls from his 
bloody repast. The common seamen, with an attention 
divided by the orders of the pilot and the adieus of acquaint- 
ances, runs in every direction but the right one, and perhaps 
at the only time in his life, seems ignorant of tbe uses of the 
ropes he has so long been accustomed to handle. Notwith- 
standing all these vexatious delays and customary intnim- 
brances, the ''Royal Caroline" finally got rid of all her 
visitors but one, and Wilder was enabled to indulge in a 
pleasure that a seaman alone can appreciate — ^that of clear 
decks and an orderly ship's company. 
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CHAPTER XII 

Good : Speak to the mariner's : Fall to't yarely, or we run 
ourselves aground*' ' — Tensest, 

A GOOD deal of the day had been wasted during the time 
occupied by the scenes just relatecl. The breeze had come 
in steady, but far from fresh* So soon, however, as Wilder 
found bimselt left without the molestation of idlers from the 
shore^ and the busy interposition of the consignee, he cast 
his eyes about him, with the intention of immediately sub- 
mitting the ship to its power. Sending for the pilot, he 
communicated his determination, and withdrew himself to 
a part of the deck whence he might take a proper survey of 
the materials of his new command, and where he might re- 
flect on the unexpected and extraordinary situatiou in which 
he found himself. 

Tbe^** Royal Caroline" was not entirely without preten- 
sions to the lofty name she bore«- She was a vessel of that 
happy size in which comfort and convenience had been 
equally consulted. The letter of the Rover affirmed she had 
a reputation for her speed ; and her young and intelligent 
commander saw, with great inward satisfaction, that she 
was not destitute of the means of enabling him to exhibit 
aU her finest properties. A hcalthyt active, and skilful 

orewr-JQStly proportionod apara^lUtfe top«liiiinpcr<— and aa 
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excellent trim, with a saperabandahce of light sails, offered 
all the advantages his experience eould suggest. His eye 
lighted as it glanced rapidly over these several particulars 
of his command, and his lips moveH like those of a man who 
uttered an inward self-gratulation, or who indulged in some 
vaunt that propriety suggested should go no farther than 
his own thoughts. 

By this time the crew, under the orders of the pilot, were 
assembled at the windlass, and had commenced heaving-in 
upon the cable. The labour was of a nature to exhibit their 
individual powers, as well as their collective force, to the 
greatest advantage. Their motion was simultaneous, quick, 
and full of muscle. The cry was clear and cheerful. As if 
to feel his influence, our adventurer lifted his own voice 
amid the song of the mariners, in one of those sudden and 
inspirating calls with which a sea^officeris wont to encou- 
rage his people. His utterance was deep, animated, and 
full of authority. The seamen started like mettled coursers 
when they first hear the signal, each man casting a glance 
behind him, as though he would scan the <jualities of his 
new superior. Wilder smiled, like one satisfied with his 
success, and turning to pace the quarter-deck, he found 
himself once more confronted by the calm, considerate bat 
certainly astonished eye of Mrs. Wyllys. 

'* After the opinions you were pleased to express of this 
vessel," said the lady, in a manner of the coldest irony, '* I 
did not expect to find you filling a place of such responsi- 
bility here." 

^^You probably knew, madam,*' returned the young 
mariner, ** that a sad accident had happened to her mas- 
ter ? *' 

''I did; and I had heard that another officer had been 
found, temporarily, to supply his place. Still. I should pre- 
sume that, on reflection, you will not think it remarkable I 
am ama2ed in finding who this person is.'' 

''Perhaps, madam, you may have conceived from our 
conversation an unfavourable opinion of my professional 
skill. But I hope that on this head you will place your 
mind at ease ; for — " 

*^ You are doubtless a master of the art { It tvould seem, 
at least, that no trifling danger can deter you from seeking 
proper opportunities to display this knowledge. Are we to 
have the pleasure of your company during the whole pas- 
sage, or do you leave«us at the mouth of the port?'' 

" I am engaged to conduct the ship to &e end of her 
voyage," 
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'' We may then hope that the daDger you either saw or 
imagined is lessened in your judgment, otherwise you would 
not be so ready to encounter it in our company .'' 

<' You do me iigustice; madam/' returned Wilder, with 
warmth, glancing his eye unconsciously toward^ the grave, 
but deeply attentive Gertrude, as he spoke ; '* there is no 
danger that I would not cheerfully encounter to save you' 
or this young lady from harm/' 

'<£ven this young lady must be sensible of your chi- 
valry ! *' Then losing the constrained manner with w^hlch 
until now she had maintained ^e discourse, in one more 
natural, and one far more in consonance with her usually 
mild ^d thoughtful mien, Mrs. Wyllys continued, *^ You 
have a powerful advocate, young man, in the unaccount- 
able interest which I feel in your truth ; an interest that 
my reason would fain condemn. As the ship must need 
your services, I will no longer detain you. Opportunities 
cannot be wanting to enable us to judge both of your incli- 
nation and ability to serve ns. Gertrude, my love, females 
are usually considered as incumbrances in a vessel ; more 
particularly when there is any delicate duty to perform, like 
this before us.'' 

Gertrude started, blushed, and proceeded after her gover- 
ness, to the opposite side of the quarter-deck, followed b^ 
an expressive look from our adventurer, which seemed to 
say, he considered her presence any thing else but an in- 
cumbrance. As the ladies immediately took up a position 
apart from everybody, and one where they were least in the 
way ot working the ship, at the same time that they could 
command an entire view of all her manoeuvres, the disap- 
pointed sailor was obliged to cut short a communication 
which he would gladly nave continued until compelled to 
take the charge of the vessel from the hands of the pilot. 
By this time, however, the anchor was a-weigh, and the 
seamen were already actively engaged in the process of 
nfaking sail. Wilder lent himself, with feverish excite- 
ment, to the duty ; and taking the words from the officer 
who was issuing the necessafy orders, h» assumed the im* 
mediate superintendence in person. 

As sheet after sheet of canvass fell from the yards, and 
was distended by the complicated mechanism, the interest 
that a seaman ever takes in his vessel began to gain the as- 
cendancy over all other feelings. By the time every thing 
was set, from the royals down, and the ship was cast with 
her head towards the harbour's mouth, our adventurer had 
probably forgotten (for the moment only, it is true) that he 
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was a stranger among those he was in so extraordinary a 
manner selected to command, and how precious a stake 
was intrusted to his firmness and decision. After erery- 
thing was set to advantage, alow and aloft, and the ship 
was brought close upon the wind, his eye scanned every 
yard and sail, from the truck to the hull, and concluded by 
casting a glance along the outer side of the vessel, in order 
to see that not even the smallest rope was in the water to 
impede her progress. A small ski£f occupied by a boy was 
towiog under the lee, and as the mass of Uie vessel began to 
move, it was skipping along the surface of the water, light 
and buoyanti as a feather. Perceiving that it was a boat 
belonging to the shore, Wilder walked forward a^d de- 
manded its owner. A mate pointed to Joram, who at that 
moment ascended from the interior of the vessel, where he 
had been settling the balance due from a delinquent, or 
what was in his eyes the same thing, a departing debtor. 

The sight of this man recalled Wilder to a recollection of 
all that had occurred that morning, and of the whole deli- 
cacy of the task he had undertaken to perform. But the 
publican, whose ideas appeared always concentrated when 
occupied on the subject of gain, seemed troubled by no par- 
ticular emotions at the interview. He approached the 
young mariner, and, saluting him by the title of << Cap- 
tain,'' bade him a good voyage, with those customary wishes 
which seamen express, when about to separate on such an 
occasion. 

'' A lucky trip you have made of it. Captain Wilder,'' he 
concluded, ''and I hope your passage will be short You'll 
not be without a breeze this afternoon ; and, by stretching 
well over towards Montauck, you'll be able to make such an 
ofiiog on the other tack as to run the coast down in the 
morning. If I am any judge of the weather, the wind will 
have more easting in it than you may happen to find to your 
fancy." 

*'And how long do you think my voyage is likely to 
last?" demanded Wilder, dropping his voice so low as to 
reach no ears but those of the 'publican. 

Joram cast a furtive glance aside ; and, perceiving that 
they were alone, he suffered an expression of hardened 
cunning to take possession of a countenance that ordinarily 
seemed set in dull physical contentment, as he replied, lay- 
ing a finger on his nose while speaking, — 

'* Didn't I tender the consignee a beautiful oath, master 
Wilder r 
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Toa certainly^ exceeded my expectations with your 
promptitude, and'' — 

** Information ! " added the landlord of the '' Fonl 
Anchor/^ perceiving the other a little at a loss for a word ; 
" yes, I haye always heen remarkahle for the actiTity of my 
mind in these small matters ; but, when a man once knows 
a thing thoroaghly, it is a great folly to spend his breath in 
too many words/' 

'*It is certainly a great adyantage to b^so well in- 
structed. I suppose you improve your knowleoge to a goo^ 
account/' 

** Ah ! bless me, master Wilder, what w&uld become of us^ 
all in these di£Scult times if we did not 'turn an honest penny 
in every way that offers T I have brought up several fine 
children in credit, and it sha'nt be my fault if I don't leave 
them something too besides my good name. Well, well : 
they say, ' A nimble sixpence is as good as a lazy shilling ;' 
bat give me the man who don't stand shilly-shally when a 
friend has need of his good word, or a lift from his hand 
Tou always know where to find such a man ; as our politi- 
cians say, after they have gone through thick and thin in 4he 
cause, be it right or be it wrong/' 

'' Very commendable principles ! and such as will surely 
be the means of exalting you in the world sooner or later ! 
But you forget to answer my question: Will the passage be 
long or short V* • 

** Heaven bless you, master Wilder ! Is it for a poor pub- 
lican like me, to tell the Master of this noble ship which 
way the wind will blow next ? There is the worthy and 
notable Commander Nichols, lying in his state-room below, 
he could do anything with the vessel ; and why am I to 
expect that a gentleman so well reeommended as yourself 
will do less ? 1 expect to hear that you have made a famoas 
run, and have done credit to the good word I have had 
occasion to say in your favour/' 

Wilder execrated in his heart the wary cunning of the 
rogue with whom he was compelled for the moment to be 
in league ; for he saw plainly that a determination not to 
'H>mmit himself a tittle further than he might conceive to 
be absolutely necessary, was likely to render Joram too 
circumspect to answer his own immediate wishes. After 
hesitating a moment, in order to reflect, he continued 
hastily,— * 

^ Ton see that the ship is gathering way too fast to admit 
of trifling. Tou know of the letter I received this morning V* 

'* Bless me, Captain Wilder I Po you take m^ for a post* 

n3 
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master? How should I know what letters arrive at New* 
port and what stop on the main V* 

'* As timid a villain as he is thorough !" muttered the 
young mariner. ** But this much you may surely say. Am 
I to be followed immediately ? or is it expected that I should 
detain the ship in the offing, under any pretence that I can 
devise?" 

" Heaven keep you, young gentleman ! These are strange 
questions to come from one who is fresh o£f the sea, to a man 
that has done no more than look at it from the land these 
five-and-twenty years. According to my memory, sir, you 
will keep the ship about south until you are clear off the 
islands ; and then you must make your calculations accord- 
ing to the wind, in order not to get into the Gulf, where, 
you know, the stream will be setting you one way, while 
your orders say, * Go another.' '* 

*' Luff ! mind your luff, sir !" cried the pilot, in a stem 
voice, to the man at the helm ; '* luff you can : on no ac- 
count go to leeward of the slaver V* 

Both Wilder and the publican "started, as if they found 
something alarming in the name of the vessel just alluded 
to : and the former pointed to the skiff, as he said, — 

** Unless you wish to go to sea with us, Mr. Joram, it is 
time your boat held its master .'' 

** Ay, ay, I see you are fairly under weigh, and I must 
leave you, howeyer much 1 like you company,'' returned the 
landlord of the ' Foul Anchor,' bustling over the side, and 
getting into his skiff in the best manner he could. ** Well, 
boys, a good time to ye ; a plenty of wind, and of the right 
sort ; a safe passage out, and a quick return. Cast off." 

His order was obeyed ; the light skiff, no longer impelled 
by the .ship, immediately deviated from its course ; and, after 
making a little circuit, it became stationary, while the mass 
6i the vessel passed on, with the steadiness of an elephant 
from whose back a butterfly had just taken its flight Wil- 
der followed the boat with his eyes for a moment ; but his 
thoughts were recalled by the voice of the pilot, who again 
called from the forward part of the ship, — 

" Let the light sails lift a little, boy ; let her lift ; keep 
every inch you can, or you'll not weather the slaver. Luff, 
I say, sir ; lufl." 

*' The slaver V muttered our adventurer, hastening to a 
part of the ship whence he could command a view of that 
important, and to him doubly interesting ship ; ay, the 
slaver! it may be difficult; indeed, to weather upon tbo 
*iaver {" 
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He had unconsciously placed himself near Mrs. Wyllys 
and Gertrade ; the latter of whom was leaning on the rail of 
the quarter-deck, regarding the strange vessel at anchor, 
with a pleasure far from unnatural to ber years and sex. 

^* You may laugh at me, and call me fickle, and perhaps 
credulous, dear Mrs. Wyllys,'' the unsuspecting girl cried , 
just as Wilder had taken the foregoing position, ** but I wish 
we were well out of this ' Royal Caroline/ and that our pas- 
sage was to be made in yonder beautiful ship !*' 

*' It is indeed a beautiful ship T' returned Wyllys ; '' but 
I know not that it would be safer or more comfortable than 
the one we are in.'' 

*^ With what symmetry and order the ropes are arranged ! 
and how like a bird it floats upon the water !" 

** Had you particularised the duck, the comparison would 
have been exactly nautical,^' said the governess, smiling 
mournfully ; " yon show capablities, my love, to be one day 
a seaman's wife." 

Gertrude blushed a little, and turning back her head to 
answer in the playful yein of her governess, her eye met 
the rivetted look of Wilder, fastened on herself. The colour 
on her cheek deepened to a carnation, and she was mute ; 
the large gipsy hat she wore serving to conceal both her 
face and the confusion which so deeply suffused it. 

*' You make no answer, child, as if you reflected seriously 
on the chances," continued Mrs. Wyllys, whose thoughtful 
and abstracted mien, however, sufficiently proved she 
scarcely knew what she uttered. 

'* The sea is too unstable an element for my taste," Ger- 
trude coldly answered. *' Pray tell me, Mrs. Wyllys, is the 
vessel we are approaching a king's ship ? She has a warlike 
not to say a threatening exterior." 

'*' The pilot has twice called her a slaver." 

*' A slaver ! How deceitful then is all her beauty and 
symmetry ! I will never trust to appearances agaiii, ^iinoe 
so lovely an object can be devoted to so vile a purpose." 

'* Deceitful indeed !" exclaimed Wilder aloud, under an 
impulse that he found as irrisistible as it was involuntary. 
'* I will take upon myself to say, that a more treacherous 
vessel does not float the ocean, than yonder finely propor- 
tioned and admirably equipped" — 

" Slaver," added Mrs. Wyllys, who had time to turn, and 
to look all ber astonishment before the young man appeared 
disposed to finish his own sentence. 

" Slaver ;" he said with emphasis, bowing at the same 
time, as if he would thank her for the w<>Kd, . 
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After this interruption, a profoand silence occurred* Mrs. 
Wyllys studied the disturbed features of the young man for 
a moment, with a countenance that denoted a singular 
though a complicated interest, and then she gravely bent 
her eyes on the water, deeply occupied with intense, if not 
painful reflection. The light symmetrical form of Gertrude 
continued leaning on the rail, it is true, but Wilder was 
unable to catch another glimpse of her averted and shadow- 
ed lineaments. In the meanwhile, events that were of a 
character to withdraw his attention entirely from even so 
pleafSing a study, were hastening to their accomplishment. 

The ship had by this time, passed between the little island 
and the point whence Homespun had embarked, and 
might now be said to have fairly left the inner harbour. 
The slaver lay directly in her track, and every man in the 
Tcssel was gazing with deep interest in order to see whether 
they might yet hope to pass on her weather-beam. The 
measure was desirable ; because a seaman has a pride in 
keeping on the honourable side of every thing he encounters, 
but chiefly because, fkt>m the position of the stranger, it 
would be the means of preyenting the necessity of tacking 
before the *' Caroline'' should reach a more advantage- 
ous for such a manoeuvre. The reader will, howcTcr, readily 
understand that the interest of her new commander took its 
rise in far diflfeftnt feelings from those of professional pride, 
or momentary convenience. 

Wilder felt, in every nerve, the probability that a crisis 
was at hand. It will be remembered that he was profound* 
ly ignorant of the immediate intentions of the Royer. As 
the fort was not in a state for present service, it would not 
be difficult for the latter to seize upon his prey in open view 
of the townsmen, and bear it off in contempt of their feeble 
means of defence. The position of the two ships was favour- 
able to such an enterprise. Unprepared and unsuspecting, 
the *' Caroline,'' at no time a match for ber powerful adver- 
sary, must fall an easy victim ; nor would there be much 
reason to apprehend that a single shot from the battery 
could reach them, before the captor and his prize would be 
at such a distance as to render the blow next to impotent, 
if not utterly innocuous. The wild and audacious character 
of such an enterprise was in full accordance with the repu- 
tation of the desperate freebooter, on whose caprice alone 
the act now seemed solely to depend. 

Under these impressions, and with the prospect of such a 
speedy termination to his new-born authority, it is not to be 
considered wonderful that our adventurer awaited the result 
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with an intert^st far exceeding that of any of those by whom 
he. was surrounded. He walked into the wabt of the ship, 
and endeavoured to read the plan of his secret confederates, 
by some of those indications that are familiar to a seaman. 
Not the smallest sign of any intention to depart, or in any 
manner to change her position, was, however, discoverable 
in the pretended slaver. She lay in the same deep, beauti- 
ful, but treacherous quiet, as that in which she harl reposed 
throughout the whole of the eventful morning. But a soli- 
tary individual could be seen amid the mazes of her rigging, 
or along the wide reach of all her spars. It was a seaman 
seated on the extremity of a lower yard, where he appeared 
to busy himself with one of those repairs that are so constan 
ly required in the gear of a large ship. As the man was 
placed on the weather side of his own vessel, Wilder instant- 
ly conceived the idea that he was thus stationed to cast a 
grapnel into the rigging of the '* Caroline/' should such a 
measure become necessary, in order to bring the two 
ships foul of each other. With a view to prevent so rude 
an encounter, he instantly determined to defeat the plan. 
Calling to the pilot, he told him the attempt to pass to wind- 
ward was of very doubtful success, and reminded him that 
the safer way would be to go to leeward. . 

" No fear, no fear, captain,'' returned the stubborn con- 
ductor of the ship, who, as his authority was so brief, was 
only the more jealous of its unrestrained exercise, and who, 
like an usurper of the throne, felt a jealousy of the more 
legitimate power which he had temporarily dispossessed ; '* no 
fear of me, captain. I have trolled over this ground oftener 
than you have crossed the ocean, and I know the name of 
every rock on the bottom as well as the town-crier knows 
the streets of Newport. Let her luff, boy ; luff her into the 
very eye of the wind ; loflf, you can" — 

'' You have the ship sfiivering as it is, sir,'* said Wilder, 
sternly : ** should you get us foul of the slaver, who is to pay 
the cost V 

*'• I am a general underwriter," returned the opinionated 
pilot ; ''my wife shall mend every hole I make in youf sails, 
with a needle no bigger than a hair, and with such a palm 
as a fairy's thimble !" 

** This is flne talking, sir, but you are already losing the 
ship's way ; and, before you have ended your boasts, she 
will be as fast in irons as a condemned thief. Keep the 
sails full, boy ; keep them a rap full, sir." 

* Ay, ay, keep her a good full," echoed the pilot, who, as 
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the diffoulty of passing to windward became at each instant 
more obvious, evidently began to waver in his resolation. 

" Keep her fall-and-by» 1 have always told you fuil-and- 

liy^ 1 don't know, captain, seeing that the wind has 

liauled a little, but we shall have to pass to leeward yet; but 
yoa will acknowledge, that^ in such case, we shall be obliged 
to go abonf 

Now, in point of fact, the wind, though a little lighter than 
it had been, was, if anything, a trifle more favourable ; nor 
Lad Wilder ever in any manner denied that the ship would 
not have to tack some twenty minutes sooner, by going to 
leeward of the other vessel, than if she had succeeded in her 
delicate experiment of passing on th« more honourable side ; 
but as yie vulgarest minds are always the most reluctant to 
confess their, blunders, the discomfited pilot was disposed to 
qualify the concession he found himself compelled to make, 
by some salvo of the sort, that he might not lessen his repu- 
tation for foresight among his auditors. 

" Keep her away at once," cried Wilder, who was begin- 
ning to change the tones of remonstrance for those of com- 
mand ; ** keep the ship away, sir, while you have room to do 
it, or, by the"— 

His lips became motionless ; for his eye happened to fail 
on the pale, speaking, and anxious countenance of Ger- 
trude. 

** I believe it must be done, seeing that the wind is haul- 
ing. Hard up, boy, and run her under the stern of the ship 
at anchor. Hold ! keep your luff again ; eat into the wind 
to the bone, boy ; lift again ; let the light sails lift. The 
slaver has run a warp directly across our track. If there's 
law in the Plantations, Fll have her captain before the 
Courts for this ! " 

" What means the fellow ? " demanded Wilder, jumping 
hastily on a gun, in order to get a better view. 

His mate pointed to the lee-quarter of the other vessel, 
where, sure enough, a large rope was seen whipping the 
water, as though in the very process of being extended. The 
truth instantly flashed on the mind of our young mariner. 
The Rover lay secretly moored with a spring, with a view 
to bring his guns more readily to bear upon the battery, 
should his defence become necessary, and he now proflted 
by the circumstance, in order to prevent the trader from 
passing to leeward. The whole arrangement excited a good 
deal of surprise, and not a few execrations among the olfl- 
cefs of the ** Caroline ;" though none but her commander 
had the smallest twinkling of the real reason why the kedge 
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had thiu been laid, and why a warp ^VM so awkwardly 
gtretched across their path. Of the whole number, the pilot 
alone saw cause to rejoice in the circumstance. He had in 
fact got the ship in such a situation, as to render it nearly as 
difficult to proceed in one way as in the other ; and he was 
now furnished with a sufficient Justification should any acoi 
dent occur in the course of the exceeding critical manoeuvre 
from whose execution there was now no retreat. 

*' This is an extraordinary liberty to take in the month of 
a harbour/' muttered Wilder, when his eyes put him in pes 
session of the fact just related. ^* You must shove her by to 
windward, pilot ; there is no remedy." 

" I wash my hands of the consequences, as I call all on 
board to witness,'^ returned the other, with the air of % deeply 
offended man, though secretly glad of the appearance of be*- 
ing driven to the very measure he was a minute before so 
obstinately bent on executing. <' Law must be called in 
here, if sticks are snapped or rigging parted. Luff" to a 
hair, boy; luff her short into the wind, and try a half- 
board.'' 

The man at the helm obeyed the order. Releasing his 
hold of its spokes, the wheel made a quick evolution ; and 
the ship, feeling a fresh impulse of the wind, turned her 
head heavily towards the quarter whence it came, the 
canvass fluttering with a noise like that produced by a 
flock of water-fowl just taking wing. But, met by the 
helm again, she soon fell off as before, powerless from 
having lost her way, and settling bodily down toward the 
fancied slaver, impelled by the air which seemed, however, 
to have lost much of its force, at the critical instant it was 
most needed. 

The situation of tli^ *' Caroline'' was one which a sea- 
mftn will readily understand. She had forged so far ahead 
as to lie directly on the weather-beam of the stranger, but 
too near to enable her to fall-off in the least, without im- 
minent danger that the vessels would come foul. The wind 
was inconstant, sometimes blowing in puffs, while at mo- 
ments there was a perfect lull. As the ship felt the former, 
her tall masts bent gracefblly towards the slaver, as if to 
make the parting salute ; but, relieved from the momentary 
pressure of the inconstant air, she as often rolled heavily to 
windward, without advancing a foot. 1 he effect of each 
change, however, was to bring her still nigher to her dan- 
gerous neighbour, until It became evident to the Jndgment 
of the youngest seaman in the vessel that nothing but a sud- 
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don shift of wind could enable her to pass ahead, the more 
especially as the tide was on the change. 

As the inferior officers of the " Caroline " were not deli 
cate in their commentaries on the dulness which had brought 
them into so awkward and so mortifying a position, the 
pilot endeavoured to conceal his own vexation, by the num- 
ber and vociferous ness of his orders. From blustering- he 
soon passed into confusion, until the men themselves stood 
idle, not knowing which of the uncertain and contradictory 
mandates they received ought to be first obeyed. In the 
meantime, Wilder had folded his arms with an appearance 
of entire composure, and taken his station near his female 
passengers. Mrs. Wyllys closely studied his eye with the 
wish of ascertaining by its expression, the nature and extent 
of their*danger, if danger there might be, in the approaching 
collision of two ships in water that was perfectly smooth, and 
where one was stationary, and the motion of the other 
scarcely perceptible. The stern determined look she saw 
settling about the brow of the young man excited an uneasi- 
ness that she would not otherwise have felt, perhaps, under 
circumstances that in themselves bore no very vivid appear- 
ance of hazard. 

** Have we aught to apprehend, sir ? " demanded the go- 
verness, endeavouring to concearfrom her charge the nature 
of her own disquietude. 

*'I told you, madam, the * Caroline' would prove an. un- 
lucky ship." 

Both females regarded the peculiarly bitter smile with 
which Wilder made this reply as an evil omen, and Gertrude 
clung to her companion as to one on whom she had long 
been accustomed to lean. 

*' Why do not the mariners of the slaver appear^ to assist 
us— to keep us from coming too nigh ?" anxiously exclaimed 
the latter. 

'* Why do they not, indeed ! but we shall see them, I think, 
ere long." 

"You speak and look, young man, as if you thought there 
would be danger in the interview ! '' 

" Keep near to me," returned Wilder, in. tones that were 
nearly smothered by the manner in which he compressed 
his lips. " In every event keep as nigh my person as pos- 
sible." ^ 

" Haul the spanker-boom to windward,' shouted the pilot ; 
*' lower away the boats, and tow the ship's head rounds- 
clear away the stream aochor-^-iift gib-shee^^bpard mm* 
t^cl^, «ga|n " 
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The astonished men stood like statues, not knowing whi- 
ther to turn, some calling to the rest to do this or that, and 
some as loudly countermanding the order ; when an autho- 
ritative voice was heard calmly to say — 

" Silence in the ship/' 

The tones were of that sort which, while they denote the 
self-possession of the speaker, never fail to inspire the infe- 
rior with a portion of the confidence of him who commands. 
Every face was turned towards the quarter of the vessel 
whence the sound proceeded, as if each ear was ready to 
catch the smallest additional mandate. Wilder was stand- 
ing on the head of the capstan, where he could command a 
full view on every side of him. With a quick and under- 
standing glance, he had made himself a perfect masteyr of the 
situation of his ship. His eye was at the instant fixed anxi- 
ously on the slaver, as if it would pierce the treacherous 
calm which sttll reigned on all about her, in order to know 
how far his exertions might be permitted to be useful. But 
it appeared as if the stranger lay like some enchanted vessel 
on the water^ not a human form even appearing about all 
her complicated machinery, except the seaman already 
named, who still continued his employment, as though the 
''Caroline'' was not within a hundred miles of the place 
where he sat. The lips of Wilder moved : it might be in 
bitterness ; it might be in satisfaction ; for a sm,>le of the 
most equivocal nature lighted his features as he continued 
in the same deep commanding voice as before — 

"Throwallaback— lay everything flat to the masts,, for- 
ward and aft." 

" Ay ! '* echoed the pilot, " lay everything flat to the 
masts." 

''Is there a shove -boat alongside the ship?" demanded 
our adventurer. 

The answer, from a dozen voices, was in the afiirmative. 

" Show that pilot into her." 

"This is an unlawful order," exclaimed the other ; " and I 
forbid any voice but mine to be obeyed." 

" Throw him in," sternly repeated Wilder. 

Amid the bustle and exertion of bracing round the yaids, 
the resistance of the pilot produced little or no sensation. 
He was soon riaised on the extended arms of the two mates ; 
and, after exhibiting his limbs in sundry contortions in the 
air, he was dropped into the boat, with as little ceremony 
as though lie had been a billet of wood. The end of the 
painter was cast after him ; and then the discomtiled guide 
wtw laft, with singular iiidiCTerence, tQ hip own meditation^. 



In f&e meaiif!tiie» the order of Wilder had he^ executed. 
Ihose Tast sheets of cftnyass ^ioh a moment before had 
b^ett either fluttering in the air or were belling inward or 
outward as they touched or fflledi as it is tedimcally ca^d, 
were now all pressing against their resfHeelive masts, impelling 
the Tessel to retrace her mistaken path. The manosuvre 
required the utmost attention, and the nicest delicaey in its 
direction. But her young Commander prorred himself, in 
eterv particular, competent to his tasik* Here, a sail waa 
Iift6a ; there, atiother was brought with a flatter surface to the 
air; now the lighter eanvass was epread; and now it disap* 
peared like thin rapour suddenly dupelled by the sun. The 
Voice of Wilder, throughout, though calm, was breathing with 
Authority. The ship itself seemed, like an mimated being, 
oonscious that her destinies were reposed in difierent and 
more intelligent hands than before. Obedient to the mew 
Inipulse they had received^ the immeDse eloud of csDTass, with 
all its tall forest of spars and riggings rolled to and fro $ and 
then, haTifig overcome the state of eomnarative rest in which it 
had been lying, the yessel heavily yielded to the pretsuroy and 
began to recede. 

Throughout the trhole of the time necessary to extriclite the 
'< Caroline,^ the attention of Wilder was divided between 
his own ship and his inexplicable neighbcnir. Not a sound 
was heard to issue from the imj»osing and deathiyie stiUoeia of 
the latter. Not a smg^le anxious countenance, not even one 
lurking eye, tl^as to be deteoted at any of the numerous outlets 
by which the inihates of an armed vessel can look abroad upon 
the deep. The seaman on the yard continued his labour, Dke 
a fnan tlhconscious of anything but his own existence. There 
was, however, a slow though nearly imperceptible motion in 
the ship itself, which was apparently made, like the kxy move- 
ment of a slumbering whalc; more by listless volition tlum 
through any agency of human hands. 

Not the smallest of these changes escaped the keen and 
unddrstailding examlilfltioil of Wi&er« He saw that» as his 
own ship retired, the side of the slaver was gradually expoaed 
to the "Carolicid.^ The muxeles of the threatening guns 
gaped constantly on his vessel, as the eye of the crouching 
tiger folloits the movement of its prey; and at no time, while 
iiearest, did there exist a single instant that the decks of the 
latter ship could not have been swept by a general diseharge 
from the battery of the former. As each successive order 
issued from his oWn lips, our adventurer turned his eye with 
increasing interest, to ascertain whether he would be permitted 

execute it; and iiev«r did he feel certain that he waa left to 
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the Bol& mttnagenl^nt of the " Chtc^nt," ttntil lie fdutid tbftt 
she had backed from her dangerous protitaity to the bther; 
and that, obecUlent to a new diftpositioii of her Mils, fthe Wan 
falling off before the light aif, in a place where he could hold 
her entirely at command. 

Finding that the tide was getting unfkvourable, and the 
wind too light to stem it, the tails were then drawn to het 
yards in feetoonfty and an anchor was dropped to the bottom* 
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CHAPTER XnL 

'* What hare we here ? A mao, or a fish ?' 



tJU Tmput, 



Tbb '< Caroline" now lajr within a cable's kngth of the 
supposed slaver. In dismissing the pilot, Wilder had assutted 
a reaponsibility firom which a seaman usaally shrinks ; since^ 
in the case of any untoward accident in leaving the port^ 
it would involve a loss of insurance^ and his own probable 
punishment. How far he had been influenced in taking so 
decided a step by a knowledge of his being beyond Of above 
the reach of the law, will probably be made manifest in the 
course of the narrative; the only immediate effect of the 
measure was to draw the whole of his attention, which had 
befote been so much divided between his passengers and the 
ship* to th0 care of the latter. But so soon as his vessel Was 
secured, for a time at least, and his mind was no longer 
excited by the expectation of a scene of immediate violence, 
our adventurer found leisure to return to his former, though 
(to so thorough a seaman) scarcely more agreeable occupation. 
The success of his delicate manOBuvre had imparted to his 
countenance a glow of something very Hke triumph ; and his 
step, as he advanced towards Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude, was 
that of a man who enjoyed the consciousness of having 
acquitted himself dexterously, in circumstances that required no 
small exhibition of professional skill. At least, such Was the 
construction the former lady put upon his kindling eye and ex- 
ulting air; though the latter might possibly be disposed to judge 
of bis motives with greater indulgence. Perhaps both were 
ign<Nrant of the secret reasons of his self-felicitation ; and it is 
possible that a ssntiment of a far more generous nature than either 
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oi them could imagine^ had a full share of its influence io 
hia preseut feelings. 

Be this as it might, Wilder no sooner saw that the '' Caro- 
line'' was swinging to her anchor, and that his sendees were 
of DO further immediate use, than he sought an opportunity 
to renew a conversation which had hitherto been so vague 
and so often interrupted. Mrs. Wyllys had long been view- 
ing the neighbouring vessel with a steady look ; nor did 
she now turn her gaze from the motionless and silent ob- 
ject, until the young mariner was near her person. She 
was then the first to speak. 

*' Yonder vessel must possess an extraordinary, not to say 
an insensible, crew V* exclaimed the governess, in a tone 
bordering on astonishment, '* If such things were, it would 
not be difficult to fancy her a spectre-ship/' 

'* She is truly an admirably proportioned and a beautiful 
equipped trader !'' 

** Did my apprehensions deceive me ? or were we in ac- 
tual danger of getting the two vessels entangled V 

** There was certainly some reason tor apprehension ; but 
you see we are safe;" 

** For which we have to thank your skill. The manner 
in which you have just extricated us from the late danger 
has a direct tendency to contradict all that you were pleased 
to foretel of that which is to come." 

** I well know, madam, that my conduct may bear an un« 
favourable construction, but'' — 

**Yott thought it no harm to laugh at the weakness of 
three credulous females," continued Mrs. Wyllys, smiling. 
'' Well, you have had your amusement ; and now, I hope, 
you will be more disposed to pity what is said to be a natural 
infirmity of woman's mind." 

As the governess concluded, she glatfOed her eye at Ger- 
trude, with an expression that seemed to say, it would be 
cruel, now, to trifie further with the apprehensions of one so 
innocent and hO young. The look of Wilder followed her 
own; and when he answered, it was with a sincerity that 
was well calculated to carry conviction in its tones. 

*' On the faith which a gentleman owes to all yoar sex, 
madam, what I have already told you I still continue to 
believe." 

** The gammonings and the top-gailant-masts !" 
** No, no," interrupted the young mariner, slightly laugh- 
ing, and at the same time colouring a good deal ; *' perhaps 
not all of that. But neither mother, wife, nor sister of mine 
fhouJd n»aVe this passage in the 'lioyal Caroline/" 
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** Yov look, yonr ToiiBe, and yoor air of good ftdtii, make 
a strance contradictioa to your words, young man; te 
wlule tBe former almost tempt me to believe you honesty 
the latter have not a shade of reason to sapoort them. 
Perhaps I ought to be ashamed of such a vreakntrss, and yet 
1 will acknowledge, that themysteriooaqniet, whteh seems 
to ha^e settled for ever on yonder ship, has excited an in* 
explicable uneasiness, that may in some way be connected 
whh her character .--She is certainly a slaver f* 

'< Sho is certainly beaotifal !'' exclaimed (rertrade. 

<< Vary beantifal !" Wilder gravely rejoined. 

'* There is a man still seateS on one of her yards who ap* 
peara to bo entranced in his oconpation,^ continned Mrs. 
Wyllya, leaning her chin thooghtfnlly on her hand, as she 
gazed at the object of which she was speaking. ** Not once, 
during the time wo were ia so much danger of gettmg the 
ships entangled, did that seaman bestow so much as a 
stolen glance towards us. He resembles the solitary io- 
dividnal in the otty of the transformed; for not another 
mortal is there to keep him company, so far as we may 
discover." 

** Perhaps his comrades sleep," said Oertrader 

*' Sleep ! mariners do not sleep in an hour Bmid fl day 
like this ! Tell me, Mr. Wilder, (yon that are a srnman 
should know,) is it usnal for the orew to deep when a 
strange vessel is so nigh^noar even to tooefringy I might 
ataost say V 

" It is not'' 

** I thought aa aMseb ; Itor 1 am not an entire novice in 
matters of your daring, your hardy, your nobU profession V 
letuniedthe governess^ with deep emphasis. ^And, had 
we gone foul of the slaver, do yon think her crew would 
tare naintained their apathy f''^ 

** I think not. Madam.'' 

<^ There is something in all this assumed tranquillity, which 
Bight induce one to sospeot the worst of her character. Is 
it known that any of her crew have had communication with 
tha town sinoe her arrival?" 

•* It is." 

** I have heard that false colours have been seen on the 
coast, and that ships have been plundered, and their people 
and passengers maltreated daring the past summer. It is 
even thought that the famous Rover has tired of his excesses 
on the Spanish Main, and that a vessel was not long since 
teen in the Caribbean sea, which was thooght to be the 
cruiser of that desperate pirate V* 
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Wilder made no reply. His eyes, which had been fastened 
steadily^ thoagh respectfully^ on those of the speaker, fell on 
the deck, and he appeared to await whatever her further 
pleasure might choose to utter. The governess mused a 
moment ; and then, with a change in the expression of her 
countenance which proved that her suspicion of the truth was 
too light to continue without further and better coni^rmationy 
she added — 

<' After all, the occupation of a slaver is bad eno-srh, and 
unhappily by far too probable to render it necessary to ate 'bute 
any worse character to the stranger. I would I knew 'he 
motive of your singular assertions, Mr. Wilder?'' 

" I cannot better explain them, Madam : unless my manner 
produces its effect I fail altogether in my intentions, which at 
least are sincere." 

** Is not the risk lessened by your presence ?" 

** Lessened, but not removed." 

Until now, Gertrude had rather listened, as if unavoid- 
ably, than seemed to make one of the party. But here she 
turned quickly, aH^perhaps a little impatiently, to Wilder, 
and while her cheSics glowed, she demanded with a smile that 
might have brought even a more obdurate man to his con- 
fession — 

" Is it forbidden to be more explicit ?" 

The young Commander hesitated, perhaps as much to 
dwell upon the ingenuous features of the speaker, as to decide 
upon his answer. The colour mounted into his own em- 
browned cheek, and his eye lighted with a gleam of open 
pleasure; then, as though suddenly reminded that he was 
delaying to reply, he said— 

" I am certain that in relying on your discretion I shall be 
safe." 

" Doubt it not," returned Mrs. Wyllys. " In no event shall 
you ever be betrayed." 

"Betrayed! For myself, Madam, I have little fear. If 
jrou suspect me of personal apprehension, you do me great 
injustice." 

" We suspect you of nothing unworthy," said Gertrude 
hastily, *' but we are anxious for ourselves." 

** Then will I relieve your uneasiness, though at the ex- 
pense of" — 

A call from one of the mates to the other arrested his 
words for the moment, and drew his attention to the neigh- 
bouring ship. 
. ^* "fhe slaver's people have just found out that their ship is 
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not made to put in a glass-case, to be looked at by women and 
children," cried the speaker, in tones loud enough to send his 
words into the fore-top, where the messmate he addressed was 
attending to some especial duty. 

'^ Ay, ay," was the answer ; " seeing us in motion, has put 
him in mind of his next voyage. They keep watch aboard the 
fellow, like the sun in Greenland ; six months on deck and six 
monlbii below." 

Tl.e witticism produced, as usual, a laugh among the seamen, 
wbj continued their remarks in a simuar vein, but in tones 
mare suited to the deference due to their superiors. 

The eyes, however, of Wilder had fastened themselves 
on the other ship. The man so long seated on the end of the 
main-yard had disappeared, and another sailor was deliberately 
walking along the opposite quarter of the same spar, steadying 
himself by the boom, and holding in one hand the end 
of a rope, which he was apparently about to reeve in the 
place where it properly belonged. The first glance told 
Wilder that the latter was Fid, who was so far recovered 
from his debauch as to tread the giddy height with as much, 
if not greater, steadiness than he woula have rolled along the 
ground, had his duty called him to terra firma. The counte- 
nance of the young man, which, an instant before, had been 
flushed with excitement, and which was beaming with the 
pleasure of an opening confidence, changed directly to a 
look of gloom and reserve. Mrs. Wyllys, who had lost no 
shade of the varying expression of his face, resumed the 
discourse, with some earnestness, where he had seen fit so 
abruptly to break it oS, 

*'You would relieve us»" she said, "at the expense 
of** 

** Life, Madam ; but not of honour." 

** Gertrude, we can now retire to our cabin," observed 
Mrs. Wyllys, with an air of cold displeasure, in which disap- 
pointment was a good deal mingled with resentment at the 
trifling of which we believed herself the subject The eye 
of Gertrude was no less averted and distant than that of her 

fovemess, while the tint that gave lustre to its beam was 
righter, if not quite so resentful. As the two moved past 
the silent Wilder, each dropped a distant salute, and then 
our adventurer found himself the sole occupant of the 
quarter-deck. While his crew were busied in coiling ropes, 
and clearing the decks, their young Commander leaned his 
head on the tafirail, (that part of the vessel which the good 



'•Hot df the He&r-Admir^T had sonftrangefy coufbtiftded witfc 
« Tery ditferenf object in the other end of the ship,) remain- 
ing (ot many minutes in an attitude of deep abstraction. 
From this reverie he was at length aroased by a soand like 
that prodneed by thff Hfiing and falling of a light oar into 
^.he water. Bettftring himself alwnt to be annoyed by visi- 
tors from the land, he raised hrs head, and east a dissatisfied 
glance over the vessel's side, to see who was approaching. 

A light skiff, siKsh as is eOmmonly used by fishermen in 
the bays and shallow wafers of America, wa» lying within 
ten feet of the ship, and in a position where it was necessary 
to take some Htlle pains in order to observe it. It was oc- 
enpied by a single man, whose back was towards the vessel 
and who was apparently abroad on th« ordinary business of 
the owner of saeh a boat. 

'' Are yon in search of mdder-flsh, my friend, thai yum 
hang so ciosely nnder my ectinterf' demanded Wilder. 
^ The bay Is said to be fu)l of deHciOtfs bass and other scaly 
gentlemen, that wonld far better repay your trouble.'' 

** Ble is well paid who gets the bite he baif» for/' returned 
the other, turning his head, and exhibiting the eunning eye 
Hud chuckling countenance of old Bob B«nt, as Witder's 
recent and treacherous confederate kfsd announced bk naflte 
to be. 

''How now! Dare you trost yotirself with me to five 
fiithom water, after the villanous trick you have seen 
fit" — 

'* Hist ! noble captain, hist I*" interrupted Bob, holding 
up a finger, to repress the other's animation, and intimating, 
by a sign, that their conference must be lM)ld in lower tones ; 
** there is no need to call all hands to help us through a lit- 
tle chat. In what way have I fttllen t» lef-ward of your 
fhrour, captain ?" 

** In what way, sirrah \ Bid you not rceeive money, to 
give sueh a character of thto ship to the fauiie» as(yoii sai4 
yourself) would makethemsooner pass the nifbt in a chweh- 
yard, than trust foot on board her?" 

*' Something of the sort pnssed between uSy captain ; but 
you forgot one half of the coneHtions, and I overlooked the 
erther; and I need not tell so expert a navigator that two 
halves make a whole. No wondev, therefore, tliait the afiiir 
dfopt through iwitween us/' 

**How! I>o you add falsehood to perfidy? What part 
of my engagrement did I neglect?'' 

'* What part'' ! returned thepretended fisherman, leisurely 
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drawing in a line, which the quick eye of Wilder 8aw» though 
abundantly provided with lead at the end, was destitute 
of the equally material implement— the hook ; " What 
part, Captain! no less a particular than the second 
guinea." 

** It was to have been the reward of a service done, and 
not an earnest, like its fellow, to induce you to undertake 
the duty." 

'* Ah ! you have helped me to the very word I wanted. I 
fancied it was not in earnest, like the one I got, and so I left 
the job half finished." 

** Half finished, scoundrel ! you never commenced what you 
swore so stoutly to perform." 

** Now are you on as wrong a course, my Master, as if you 
steered due east to get to the Pole. I religiously performed 
one half my undertaking, and you will acknowledge 1 was only 
half paid." 

" You will find it difficult to prove that you even did that 
little." 

" Let us look into the log. I enlisted to walk up the hill 
as far as the dwelling of the good Admiral's widow, and there 
to make certain alterations in my sentiments, which is not 
necessary to speak of between us." 

*' Which you did not make ; but, on the contrary, which you 
thwarted by telling an exactly contradictory tale." 

" True." 

"True, knave! — ^Were justice done you, an acquaintance 
with a rope's end would be a merited rewardL" 

« A squall of words ! — If your ship steer as wild as your 
ideas, Captain, you will make a crooked passage to the south. 
Do you not think it an easier matter for an old man like me to 
tell a few lies than to climb yonder long and heavy hill P In 
strict justice, more 'than half my duty was done when I got 
into the presence of the believing widow, and then I conclucfed 
to refuse the half of the reward that was unpaid, and to take 
the bounty from t'other side." 

'* Villain," exclaimed Wilder, a little blinded by resent- 
ment, <*even your years shall no longer protect you firom 
punishment. Forward, there! send a crew into the jolly 
Doat, sir, and bring me this old fellow in the skiff on board 
the ship. Pay no attention to his outcries ; I have an account 
to settle with him, that cannot be balanced without a little 
noise." 

The mate, to whom this order was addressed, and who 
had answered the hail, jumped on the rail, where he got 
sight of the craft he was commanded to chase. In less than 



IM TftB BID BOTBB. 

a minute he was in the boat, with four men, and pulling 
round the bows of the ship, in order to effect hit object The 
8elf*styled Bob Bunt gave one or two strokes with his skulls^ 
and sent the skiiF some twenty or thbrty fathoms oS, where he 
lay, chuckling ]jke a man who saw only the success of his 
cunning witMUt any appannt apprehensions of the con- 
sequences. But the moment the boat appeared inyiew, he 
laid himself to the work with vigorous arms, and soon con- 
vinced the spectators that his captuifa was not to be achieved 
without abundant difficulty* 

For some little time it was doubtfbl whsA ooiurse the 
fugitive meant to take, for he kept whirling and turning 
in swift and sudden circles, completBlv confusing and ba^ 
fling his pursuers by his skilful and fight evolutions. But 
soon tiring of this taunting amusement, or nerhaps appre- 
hensive oreihausting his own strtngtb, which was power- 
fully and most dexterously exerted, it was not long before he 
darted off in a perf«Btly stcaig^ line, taking the direction of 
the " Rover." 

The chase now grew hot and earnest, exdting the cla- 
mour and applause of most of the nauticsl spectators. 
The result for a time seemed doubtful; but, if Bnythingy 
the jolly boat, though some distance astern, began to gain, 
as it gradually overcame the resistanee of the water. In 
a very few minutes, however, the skiff shot under the stem 
of the other ship, and disappeared, hrmglnff the hull of the 
Tessel in a line with the <* Caroline " and its eomrse. The 



pursuers were not hmtt in taking the same direction, and 
then the seamen of the latter ship began laughingly to climb 
the rigging, in <»der to oommaad a further view over the 
intervening object 

Nothing, however, was to be seen beyond but water, and 
the still more distant island, vnth its little fort In a few 
minutes, the crew of the jolly boat were observed pulling 
back in their path, returning slowly, like men who were 
disappointed. All crowded to the side of the shij>, in order 
to hear the termination of the adventure, the noisy assem- 
blage even drawing the two passengers from tlw cabin to 
the deck. Instead, however, of meeting the questions of 
their shipmates with the usual wordy nairaiive of men ctf 
their condition, the crew of the boat wore startled and 
bewildered looks. Their officer s{Nrang to the deck without 
speaking, and immediately sought his Commander. 

<«The skiff was too light for you, Mr. Nighthead," Wilder 
calmly observed, as the other approaeh^^ having never moved 
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\Am$M horn. tii« plaee vrhete lie had been standing daring the 
whole proeeedi&{:« 

'*Too light, sir! Are jou acquainted with the man who 
poDed it?" 

*• Not ptftieoUurlj we!l 5 I only know him for a knave." 

M He shonld be one, dnce he » of the family of the devil V 

**1 will not take on myself to say he is as bad as you 
appcav to think, though I have little reason to believe he 
has any honesty to cast into the sea. What has become of 
WmP* 

**A question easily asked, but hard to answer. In the 
flnt place, thovrh an old and a grey-headed fellow, he 
twitched his skm along as if it floated in air. We were 
not a minute or two at the most behind him, but when 
wo got on the other side of the slaver, boat and man had 
vanished r* 

" He doubled her bows while you were crossing the stern." 

*' Did you see him, then P 

^ I confess we did not*^ 

^'It could not be, sir, since we pulled far enough ahead to 
examine on both sides at once ; besides, the people of the slaver 
kilew nothing of him." 

" You saw the slaver^s people P" 

**I should have said her man, for there is seemingly but one 
hand on board her." 

" And how was he employed P" 

** He was seated in the chains, and seemed to have been 
asleep. It is a lazy ship, sir, and one that takes more money 
from her owners, I foncv, than it ever returns !" 

**It-may be so. Well, let the rogue escape. There is 
the prospect of a breeze coming in from the sea, IMIx. Earing ; 
we will get our tcm-sails to the mast-heads again, and be 
in readiness for it 1 could like yet to see the sun set in the 
water." 

The mates and the crew went cheerftilly to their task, 
though many a curious question was asked by the wondering 
seamen of their shipmates who had been in the boat, and many 
a solemn answer was given, while they were a£;ain spreading 
the canvass to invite the breeze. Wilder tumecf, in tne mean- 
time, to Mrs. Wyllvs, who had been an auditor of his short 
conversation with the mate. 

** Tou perceive, madam," he said, ** that our voyage does not 
commence without its omens." 

<<When you tell me, inexplicable young man, with the 
air of singular sincerity you sometimes possess, that we are 
unwise in trusting to the ocean, I am half inclined to put 
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faith in what you say; but when you attempt to enforee youir 
advice with the machinery of witchcraft, you only induce me to 
proceed." 

"Man the windlass!" cried Wilder, with a look that 
seemed to tell his companions, if you are so stout of heart, 
the opportunity to show your resolution shall not be want- 
ing. "Man the windlass there! We will try the breeze 
again, and work the ship into the offing while there is 
light." 

The clattering of handspikes preceded the mariner's song. 
Then the heavy labour by which the ponderous iron was 
lifted from the bottom, was again resug^ed, and, in a few more 
minutes, the ship was once more released from her hold upon 
the land. 

The wind soon came fresh off the ocean, charged with 
the saline dampness of the element. As the air fell upon 
the distended and balanced sails, the ship bowed to the 
welcome guest; and then rising gracefully from its low 
inclination, the breeze was heard singing through the maze 
of rigging, the music that is ever &;rateful to a seaman's ear. 
The welcome sounds, and the freshness of the peculiar air, 
gave additional energy to the movements of the men. The 
anchor was stowed, the ship cast, the lighter sails set, the 
courses had fallen, and the bows of the "Caroline" were 
throwing the spray before her, ere another ten minutes had 
gone by. 

Wilder had now undertaken himself the task of running- 
his vessel between the island of Gonnannicut and Rhode. 
Fortunately for the heavy responsibility he had assumed, 
the channel was not difficult, and the wind had veered so 
far to the east as to give him a favourable opportunity, 
after making a short stretch to windward, of laying through 
in a single reach. But this stretch would bring him under 
the necessity of 'passing very near the "Hover," or of losing 
no small portion of his vantage ground. He did not hesitate. 
When the vessel was as nigh the weather shore as his busy 
lead told him was prudent, the snip was tacked, and her head 
laid directly towards the still motionless and seemingly 
unobservant slaver. 

The approach of the " Caroline" was far more propitious 
than before. The wind was steady, and her crew held her 
in hand, as a skilful rider governs the action of a fiery and 
mettled steed. Still the passage was not made without 
exciting a breathless interest in every soul in the Bristol 
trader. Each individual had his own secret cause of curio- 
sity. To the seapaen, t^le §trang9 ship began t9 1>q t^e 
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subject of wonder; the gOTerneas and her ward scarce knew 
the reasons of their emotions; while Wilder was but too 
well instructed in the nature of the hazard that all but 
himself were running. As before, the man at the wheel 
was about to indulge his nautical pride by going to windward ; 
but, although the experiment would now have been 
attended with but little hazard, he was commanded to proceed 
differently. 

"Pass the slaver's lee-beam, sir," said Wilder to him, 
with a gesture of authority; and then the young captain 
went himself to lean on the weather-rail, like every other 
idler on board, to examine the object they were so fast 
approaching. As the "Caroline" came boldly up, seeming 
to bear the breeze before her, the sighing of the wind, as 
it murmured through the rigging of the stranger, was the 
only sound that issued from her. Not a single human - 
face, not even a secret and curious eye, was anywhere to 
be seen. The passage was of course rapid, and as the two 
vessels, for an instant, lay with heads and stems nearly 
equal. Wilder thought it was to be made without the 
slightest notice from the imaginary slaver. But he was 
mistaken. A light active form, in the undress attire of a 
naval officer, sprang upon the taffrail and waved a sea-cap in 
salute. The instant the fair hair was blowing about the coun- 
tenance of this individual, Wilder recognised the quick keen 
eye and features of the Rover. 

" Think you the wind will h^d here, sir ?** shouted the latter, 
at the top of his voice. 

"It has come in fresh enough to be steady," was the 
answer. 

"A wise mariner would get all his easting in time, to me 
there is a smack of West Indies about it" 

" You believe we shall have it more at south ?" 

" I do : but a taught bow-line for the night will carry you 
<.lear." 

By this time the "Caroline" had swept by, and she was 
now luffing across the slaver's bows into her course again. 
The figure on the taffirail waved high the sea-cap in adieu, and 
disappeared. 

"Is it possible that such a man can traffic in human 
beings !" exclaimed Gertrude, when the sounds of both voices 
had ceased. 

Keceiving no reply, she turned quickly to regard her 
companion. The governess was standing like a being 
entranced, with her eyes looking on vacancy ; for they had 
pot changed their directigu since the motion of the vesi?! 
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had carried ker beyond the countenance of the stranger. 
As Gerhrude took her hand and repeated the question, the 
recollection of Mrs. Wyllys returned. Passing her own hand 
over her brow, with a bewildered air, she forced a smile as she 
said-— 

*<The meeting of Teasels, or the renewal of any maritime 
experience, never fails to reme my earliest recollections, love. 
But surely that was an extraordinary being who has at length 
shown himself in the slaver P 

** For a slaver, most extraordinary I" 

Wyllys leaned her head on her hand for an instant, and 
then turned to seek Ihe person of Wilder. The young mariner 
was standing near, studying the expression of her counte- 
nance with an interest scarcely less remarkable than her own 
air of thought 

" Tell me, young man, is yonder individual the commander 
of the slaver r 

«(He is." 

« You know him P" 

« We have met." 

** And he is called"— 

*< The master of yon ehip^ I know no other name." 

'' Gertrude, we will seek our cabin. When the land is 
leaving us, Mr. Wilder will have the goodness to let us 
know." 

The latter bowed his assent, and the ladies then left the 
deck. The ** Caroline" had now the prospect of getting 
speedily to sea. In order to effect this object, Wilder had 
everytninff that would draw set to the utmost advantage. 
One hundred times, at least, however, did he turn his head 
to steal a look at the vessel he had left behind. She ever 
lay as when they passed— a regular, beautiful, but motion- 
less object, in the ba^. From each of these furtive exami- 
ations our adventurer mvariably cast an exdted and impatient 
glance at the sails of his own ship ; ordering this to be drawn 
tighter to the spar beneath, or that to be more distended along 
its mast 

The effect of so much solicitude united with so much 
skill, was to urge the Bristol trader through her element 
at a rate she had rarely, if ever, surpassed. It was not 
lone before the land ceased to be seen on her two beams, 
and then it was only to be traced in the blue islands in their 
rear, or in a long dim horisson, to the north and west, where 
the limits of the vast continent stretches for countless leagues. 
The passengers were now summoned to take their parting 
look at the land, and the ofBoers were seen noting their 



ftm 1L&5 ItoVEfi. Idd 

departures. Jxist before the day shut in, and ere the islands 
were entirely sunk into the wavesi Wilder ascended to an 
upper yard, bearing in his hand a glass. His gaze towards the 
haven he had left was long, anxious, and abstracted. But his 
descent was distinguished by a more quiet eye, and a calmer 
mien. A smile, like that of success, played about his lips ; and 
he gave his orders clearly in a cheenul encouraging Toice. 
They were obeyed as briskly. The elder mariners pomted to 
the seas as they cut through them, and affirmed that never had 
the '* Caroline'' made such progress. The mates cast the log, 
and nodded their approbation as one announced to the other 
the unwonted speed of the ship. In short, content and hilarity 
reigned on board *, for it was deemed that ^eir passage was 
commenced under such auspices as would lead it to a speedy 
and a prosperous termination. In the midst of tiiese encourag- 
ing omens, the sun dipped into the sea, illumining, as it fell, a 
wide reach of the chill and gloomy element. Then the shades 
of the hour began to gather over the tast surface of the iUimit* 
able waste. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

*' 60 fool ttud fail a day I hjure not seen.** 



Matbeih, 



The first watch of the night was marked by no change. 
Wilder had joined his passengers, cheerfuli and with that 
air of enjoyment which every officer of the sea is more or 
less wont to ezhibit, when he has disen|;aged his vessel 
from the dangers of the land, and has fau*ly launched her 
on the trackless and fathomless abyss of the ocean. He no 
longer alluded to the hazards of the passage, but strove, by 
the thousand nameless assiduities which his station enabled 
bun to manifest, to exjpel all recollection of what had passed 
from their minds. Mrs. Wyllys lent herself to his evident 
eSorti to remove their apprehensions; and one, ignorant of 
what had occurred between them, would have thought the little 
party around the evening's repast was a contented and unsus- ^ 
pecting group of travellers, who had commenced their enterprise 
under the happiest arguries. 

Still there was that in the thoughtful eve and clouded 
brow of the governess, as at times she tumea her bewildered 
look on our adyenturer, which denoted a mind far from being 
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at ease. She listened to the gay and peculiar, because 
professional sallies of the young mariner, with smiles that 
were indulgent, while they were melancholy; as though his 
youthful spirits, exhibited as they were by touches of a humour 
that was thoroughly and quaintly nautical, recalled familiar but 
sad images to her fancy. Gertrude had less alloy in her 
pleasure. Home, with a beloved and indulgent father, were 
before her ; and she felt while the ship yielded to each fresh 
impulse of the wind, as if another of those weary miles which 
had so long separated them, was already conquered. 

During these short but pleasant hours, the adventurer, 
who had been so oddly called into the command of the 
Bristol trader, appeared in a new character. Though his 
conversation was characterised by the frank manliness of a 
seaman, it was, nevertheless, tempered by the delicacy of 
perfect breeding. The beautiful mouth of Gertrude often 
struggled to conceal the smiles which played around her 
lips and dimpled her cheeks, like a soft air ruffling the surface 
of some limpid spring ; and once or twice, when the humour 
of Wilder came unexpectedly- across her youthful fancv, 
she was compelled to yield to the impulses of an irresistLme 
merriment. 

One hour of the free intercourse of a ship can do more 
towards softening the cold exterior in which the world 
encrusts the best of human feelings, than weeks of the un- 
meaning ceremonies of the land. He who has not felt this 
truth would do well to distrust his own companionable 
qualities. It would seem that man, when he finds himself 
in the solitude of the ocean, feels the deepest how great is 
his dependency on others for happiness. Then it is that he 
yields to sentiments with which he triiied, in the wanton- 
ness of abundance, and is glad to seek relief in the sym- 
pathies of his kind. A community of hazard makes a com- 
munity of interest, whether person or property composes 
the stake. Perhaps a metaphysical and a too literal reasoner 
might add, that, as in such situations each one is conscious 
the conditions and fortunes of his neighbour are the mere 
indexes of his own, they acquire value in his eyes from 
their affinity to himself. If this conclusion be true. Pro- 
vidence has happily so constituted the best of the species, 
that the sordid feeling is too latent to be discovered; and 
' least of all was any one of the three who passed the first hours of 
the night around the cabin table of the ** Koyal Caroline," to be 
included in so selfish a class. The nature of the intercourse, 
wb«^^ ksid rendered the first hours of their acquaintance so 
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niif^larly eqnirocaly appeared tx> be forgotten in the free- 
dom of the moment ; or, if it were rememliered at all, H 
merely served to give the young seaman additional interest 
in the eyes of the females, as mueh by the mystery of the 
ciroamstances as by the evident concern he had manifested in 
their behalf. 

The bell had struck eight; and the hoarse long-drawn 
call, which summoned the sleepers to the deck, was heard 
before either of the party semned awate of the lateness of 
the hoof. 

'< It is the middle watch," Said Wilder, smiling, as be ob- 
served that Gertmde started at the strange sounds, and sat 
listening like a timid doe that catches the nde of the hunter's 
horn. *^ We seamen are not always mnsieal, as you may 
judge by the strains of the spokesman on this occasion. 
There are, however, ears in tl»» ship to whom his notes are 
even more discordant than to your own.'' 
** Tou mean the sleepers F *^ said Mrs. Wyllys. 
** I mean the watch below. There is nothing so sweet to 
the foremast mariner as bis sleep ; for it is the most preco' 
rious of all his enjoyments : on the other hand, perhaps, it is 
the most treacherous companion the commander knows.'' 

** And why is the rest of the superior so much less grate- 
ful than that of the common man? " 
** Because he pillows his head on responsibility.'^ 
" Yon are young, Mr. Wilder, for a trust like this you 
bear." 
** It is a service which makes us all prematurely old." 
"Then, why not quit it?" said Gertrude, a little hastily. 
** Quit it ! " he replied, [gaefng at her intently, for an in- 
stant, while he suspended Ms reply. ** ft would be to me 
Hkc quitting the air we breathe." 

** Have you so long been devoted to your profession ?" re- 
sumed Mrs. Wyllys, bending her tboughtral eye from the 
ingenuous countenance of her pupil once more towards the 
features of him she addressed. 
" I have reason ixt think I was born on the sea." 
"Think ! Yon surety know your birth*place." 
" We are all of us dependant on the testimony of others," 
said Wilder, smiling, ** for the account of that important 
event My earliest recofFections are blended with the sight 
of the ocean, and I can hardly say that I am a creature of 
the land at all." 

*' You have, at least, been fortunate in those who have had 
the charge to watch over your education, and your youngei 
days." 

p3 
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"1 haver he answered with strong emphasis, ^hen, 
after shading his face an instant with his hands, he arose, 
and added with a melancholy smile; <*And now to my 
last duty for the twenty-fours. Have you a disposition to 
look at the night? So skilful and so stout a sailor should 
not seek her berth without passing an opinion on the 
weather. « 

The governess took his offered arm, and with his aid, 
ascended the stairs of the cabin in silence, each seemingly 
finding sufficient employment in meditation. She was 
followed by the more youthful, and tiierefore more active 
Gertrude, who ioined them, as they stood together on the 
weather ride of the quarter<leck. 

The night was rather misty than dark. A full and bright 
moon had arisen; but it pursued its path through the 
heavens behind a body of dusky clouds, that was much too 
dense for any borrowed rays to penetrate. Here and there 
a straggling gleam appeared to find its way through a cover- 
ing of vapour less dense than the rest, and fell upon the 
water like the dim illumination of a distant taper. As the 
wind was fresh and easterly, the sea seemed to thi'ow up- 
ward, from its agitated surface, more light than it received; 
long lines of white glittering foam following each other, 
and lending at moments a distinctness to the surface of the 
waters that the heavens themselves wanted. The ship was 
bowed low on its side; and as it entered each rolling swell 
of the ocean, a wide crescent of foam was driven ahead, as 
if the element gambolled along its path. But, though 
the time was propitious, the wind not absolutely adverse, 
and the heavens rather gloomy than threatening, an un- 
certain (and, to a landsman, it might seem an unnatural) 
light gave to the view a character of the wildest loneli- 
ness. 

Gertrude shuddered, on reaching the deck, while she 
murmured an expression of strange delight Even Mrs. 
Wyllys gazed upon the dark waves that were heavinff and 
setting in the horizon, around which was shed most of that 
radiance, that seemed so supernatural, with a deep convic- 
tion that she was now entirely in the hands of the Being 
who had created the waters and the. land. But Wilder 
looked upon the scene as one fastens his gaze on a placid 
sky. To him the view possessed neither novelty, nor dread, 
nor charm. Not so, however, with his more youthful and 
slightly enthusiastic companion. After the first sensations of 
awe had a little subsided, she exclaimed, in the fullest ardour 
of admiration — 
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^ One such sight would repay a month of imprisonment in a 
ship! You must find deep enjoyment in these scenes, Mr, 
Wilder ; you, who have them always at command." 

" Yes, yes ; there is pleasure to be found in them without 
doubt. I would that the wind had veered a point or two ! I 
like not that sky, nor yonder misty horixon, nor this breeie 
hanging so dead at east ' 

*' The vessel makes great progress," returned Mrs. Wyllys 
calmly, observing that the young man spoke without conscious^- 
ness, and fearing the effect of his words on the mind of her 
pupil. ** If we are going on our course, there is the appearance 
of a quick and prosperous passage." 

" True r exclaimed Wilder, as though he had just become 
conscious of her presence. " Quite probable and very true. 
Mr. Earing, the air is getting too heavy for that duck. Hand 
all your top-gallant sails, and haul the ship up closer. Should 
the wind hang here at east-with-southing, we may want what 
offing we can get." 

The mate replied in the prompt and obedient manner 
which seamen use to their supenors; and, after scanning 
the signs of the weather for a moment, he promptly pro- 
ceeded to see the order executed. While the men were on 
the yards* furling the light canvass, the females walked 
apart, leaving the young Commander to the unin;terrupted 
discharge of his dut^. But Wilder, so far from deeming it 
necessary to lend his attention to so ordinary a service, the 
moment after he had spoken, seemed perfectly unconscious 
that the mandate had issued from his mouth. He stood on 
the precise spot where the view of the ocean and the heavens 
had first caught his eye and his gaze still continued fas- 
tened on the aspect of the two elements. His look was 
always in the direction of the wind, which, though fax from a 
gale, often fell upon the sails of the ship in heavy and sullen 
pi^. After a lon^ and anxious examination, the young 
mariner muttered his thoughts to himself, and commenced 
pacing the deck with rapid footsteps. Still he would meke 
sudden and short pauses, and again rivet his gaze on the point 
of the compass whence the blasts came sweeping across the 
waste of waters, as though he distrusted the weather, and 
would fain cause his keen glance to penetrate the gloom of 
night, in order to relieve some painful doubts. At length 
his step became arrested, in one of those quick turns that he 
made at each of his narrow walk. Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude 
stood nigh, and were enabled to read something of the 
anxious character of his countenance, as his eye became 
suddenly fastened on a distant point of the ocean, though in a 
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quarter exactly opposite to that whither his former loolu bad 
been direciu^. 

'' £io yoa so maeh distrust the weather ? ** asked the go- 
verness, w&en shethoaght his examination had endured long 
enough to b<»Bome ominotts of evil. 

'* One looiu not to leeward for the signs of the weather in 
a breeze like this/' was the answer. 

'' What see yon, then, to fasten yonr eye on thus in- 
tently ? " 

Wilder slowly raised his arm, and was about to point with 
hia finger, when the limb suddenly fell again. 

*' It was delusion ! " he muttered, turning quickly On his 
heel, and paoing the deck still more rapidly thsn ever. 

His companions watched the extraordinary, and apparent- 
ly unconsekms movements of the young commander, with 
amaaement, and not without a little secret dismay. Their 
own looks wandered over the expanse of troubled water 
to leeward, but nowhere could they see more than the 
tossing element, capped with those ridges of garish foam 
which served only to make the ehilling waste more dreary 
aiad im}it«mg. 

'^We M6 nothing,'' said OertrudO) when Wilder agaia 
stopped in 2iis walk, and once more gased, as before, on the 
seeming void. 

<'Look{" he answered, directing their eyes with bis 
finger ; ^ is there nothing there?" 

" Nothing," 

*•*• Yon look into the sea. Here, just where the heavens and 
the waters meet; along that streak of mistv light, into 
which the waves are tossing themselves, lilce little hillocks 
OB the lands. There, now 'tis smooth again, and my eyes 
did not deceive me. By heavens, it is a ship !" 

'' Sail ho !" shouted a voice from out a-top, which sounded 
in the ears of our adventurer like the eroaking of some si- 
Dister spirit sweeping across the deep. 

** Wbere-a-way V* was the stem demand. 

<* Here on our lee-quarter, sir," returned the seaman, at 
the top of his voiee. ^ I make her out a ship close hauled, 
but for an hour past she has looked more ifke mist than a 
vessel." 

" Ay, he is right," muttered Wilder ; « and yet 'tis a 
strange thing that a ship should be just there.^ 

** And why stranger than that we are here ? " 

" Why ! " said the young man, regarding Mrs. Wyllys, 
who had put this question with a perfectly unconscious eye* 
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* I say 'tis strange she should be there. I would she were 
steering northward." 

" Bat you give no reason. Are we aJways to have warn- 
ings from you, she continued, with a smile, " without rea* 
sons ? Do you deem us so utterly unworthy of a reason ? or 
do you think us incapable of thought on a subject connected 
with the sea? You have failed to make the essay, and are 
too quick to decide. Try us this once. We may possibly 
deceive your expectations." 

Wilder laughed faintly, and bowed, as if he recollected 
himself. Still he entered into no explanation ; but again 
turned his gaze on the quarter of the ocean where the strange 
sail was said to be. The females followed his example, but 
ever with the same want of success. As Gertrude expressed 
her disappointment aloud, the soft tones of the complainant 
found their way to the ears of our adventurer. 

'' You see the streak of dim light," he said, again pointing 
across the waste. ** The clouds have lifted a little there, 
but the spray of the sea is floating between us and the open- 
ing. Her spars look like the delicate work of a spider, 
against the sky, and yet you see there are all the proportions, 
with the three masts of a noble ship." 

Aided by these minute directions, Gertrude at length 
caught a glimpse of the faint object, and soon succeeded in 
giving the true direction to the look of her governess also. 
Nothing was visible but the dim outline, not unaptly 'de- 
scribed by Wilder himself as resembling a spider's web." 

'' It must be a ship !" said Mrs. Wyllys ; '' but at a vast 
distance.^' 

'' Hum ! Would it were farther. I could wish that vessel 
any where but there." 

'' And why not there ? Have you reason to dread an 
enemy has been waiting for us in this particular spot?" 

'' No ; still I like not her position. Would to God she 
were going north ! " 

" It is some vessel from the port of New York, steering to 
his majesty's islands in the Carribean sea." 

''Not so," said Wilder, shaking his head; ''no vessel 
from under the heights of Never-sink, could gain that offing 
with a wind like this !" 

"It is then some ship going into the same place, or pei- 
haps bound for one of the bays of the middle colonies !" 

" Her road would be too plain to be mistaken. See, the 
iiiranger is close upon a wind." 

" It may be a trader, or a cruiser coming/rom one of the 
places I have named." 
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"Neither. The wind haa had too much northing the laat 
two days for that." 

<< It i» a TOisel that we have overtaken, and which has come 
out of the waters of Long Island Sound." 

'* That, indeed, may we yet hope," muttered Wilder, in a 
smothered voice* 

The governess, who had put the foregoing questions, in 
order to extract from' the Commander of the '< Caroline'' 
the information he so pertinaciously withheld, had now 
exhausted all her own knowledge on the subject, and was 
oompelled to await his further pleasure in the matter, or 
resort to the less equivocal means of direct interrogation. 
But the busy state of Wilder's thoug;ht8 left her no imme- 
diate opportunity to pursue the subject. He soon sum« 
moned the officer of the watch to his councils, and they 
consulted together apart for many minutes. The hardy, 
but far from quick witted seaman who filled the second 
station In the ship, saw nothing so remarkable in the ap- 
pearance of a strange sail in the precise spot where the dim 
and nearly aerial image of the unknown vessel was still 
visible, nor did he hesitate to pronounce her some honest 
trader, bent, like themselves, on her purpose of lawful 
eommeroe. It would seem that his commander thought 
otherwise, as will appear by the short dialogue that passed 
between tiiem. 

''Is it not extraordinary that she should be just there?" 
demanded Wilder, after they had, each in turn, made a closer 
examination of the &int oojeot by the aid of an excellent 
night-glass. 

''She would be better off here," returned the literal 
seaman, who only had an eye for the nautical situation of 
the stranger, '* and we should be none the worse for being a 
dozen leagues more to the eastward ourselves. If the wind 
holds here at east-by-south-half-south, we shall have need of 
all that offing. I got jammed once between Hatteras and the 
Gulf"— 

" But do you not perceive that she is where no vessel could 
or ought to be, unless she has run exactly the same course 
with ourselves?" interrupted Wilder. "Nothing, from any 
harbour south of New York, could have such northine^, 
as the wind has been ; while noting from the colony of York 
would stand on this tack, if bound east, or would be here, if 
going southward." 

The plain-going ideas of the honest mate were open to a 
reasoning which the reader may find a little obscure, for his 
mind contained a sort of chart of the ocean, to which he could 
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at any time refer, with a proper discrimination between the 
yarions winds, and all the difierent points of the compass. 
When properly directed, he was not slow to see, as a mariner, 
the prooable justice of his young Commander's inferences, and 
then wonder, in its turn, began to take possession of his more 
obtuse faculties. >' 

" It is downright unnatural, truly, that the fellow should be 
there!" he replied, shaking his head, but meaning no more 
than that it was entirely out of the order of nauticalpropriety i 
" I see the philosophy of what you say, Captain Wilder, and 
little do I know how to explain it. It is a ship, to a mortal 
certainty !" 

" Of that there is no doubt. But a ship moat strangely- 
placed r 

** 1 doubled the Good Hope in the year * 46,' continued 
the other, and saw a vessel lying, as it might be, here, on 
our weather-bow -^ which is just opposite to this fellow, 
since he is on our lee-quarter — Init there I saw a shin 
standing for an hour across our fore*foot, and yet, though 
we set the azimuth, not a de^ee did he budge, starboard 
or larboard, during all that time, which, as it was heavy 
weather, was, to say the least, something out of the common 
order.** 

<<It was remarkable I" returned Wilder, with an air so 
vacant, as to prove that he rather communed with Limself 
than attended to his companion. 

"There are mariners who say that the flying Dutchman 
cruises off that Cape, and that he often gets on the weather 
side of a stranger, and bears down upon him, like a ship 
about to Jay him aboard. Many is the king's cruisers, as 
they say, that has turned her hands up from a sweet sleep 
when the look-outs have seen a double decker coming 
down in the night with ports up and batteries lighted ; but 
then this can't be any suoh craft as the Dutchman, since 
she is, at the most, no more than a large sloop of war, if a 
cruiser at all" 

** No, no," said Wilder, " This can never be the Dutchman." 

** Yon vessel shows no lights ; and, for that matter, she has 
such a misty look, that one might well question its being a 
ship at all. Then, again, the Dutchman is always seen to 
windward, and the strange sail we have here lies broad upon 
our lee-quarter !" 

" It is no Dutchman," said Wilder, drawing a long breath, 
like a man awaking from a trance. " Main^top-mast-cross- 
trees, there!" 

The man wbo waa uta^nad aloft answered to this hail 
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in the eustomary manner, the short conversation that suc- 
ceeded heing necessarily maintpined in shouts rather than 
in speeches. 

** How long have you seen the stranger?'^ was the first 
demand of Wilder. > e. 

''I have just come aloft, sir; but the man I relieved 
tells me more than an hour." 

'' And has the man you relieved come down ? or what is 
that I see sitting on the lee side of the masthead V 

'* 'Tis Bob Brace, sir ; who says he cannot sleep, and so 
he stays upon the yard to keep me company.^' 

'' Send the man down. I would speak to him.'^ 

While the wakeful seaman was descending the rigging 
the two officers continued silent, each seeming to find suffi- 
cient occupation in musing on what had already passed. 

" And why are you not in your hammock ?" said Wilder, 
a little sternly, to the man who, in obedience (o his order, 
had descended to the quarter deck. 

'^ I am not sleep-bound, your honour, and therefore I 
had the mind to pass another hour aloft.^' 

" And why are you, who have two night-watches to 
keep already, so viriliing to enlist in a third ?*' 

'* To own the truth, sir, my mind has been a little mis- 
giving about this passage, since the moment we lifted our 
anchor.'' 

Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude, who were auditors, insensibly 
drew nigber, to listen, with a species of interest which be- 
trayed itself by the thrilling of nerves, and an accelerated 
movement of the pulse. 

''And you have your doubts, sir?" exclaimed the cap- 
tain, in a tone of slight contempt. ''Pray, may I ask 
what you have seen, on board here, to make you distrust 
the ship." 

" No harm in asking, your honour,*' returned the sea- 
man, crushing the hat he held between two hands that had 
a gripe like a couple of vices, "and so I hope there is none 
in answering. I pulled an oar in the boat after the old 
man this morning, and I cannot say I like the manner in 
which he got from the chase. Then, there is something in 
the ship to leeward that comes athwart my fancy like a 
drag, amd I confess, your honour, that I should make but 
little headway in a nap, though I should try the swing of a 
hammock." 

*' How long is it since you made the ship to leeward ?*• 
gravely demand Wilder. 

^< I will not swear that n iM IXYmf^ pbip has been uftdo 
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cat at all, sir/' Something I did nee, just befcre the bell 
stiuck seven and there it is, just as clear and just as ilini, 
to be seen now by them that have good eyes,'' 
'' And how did she bear when you first saw her T*^ 
'^ Two or three points more toward the beam thaa it is 



now." 



« 



Then we are passing her !" exclaimed Wilder, with a 
pleasure too evident to be concealed. 

" No, your honour, no. You forget, sir, the ship has 
come closer to the wind since the middle watch was set/' 

*^ True," returned his young commander, in a tone of 
disappointment; '*true, very true. And her bearing has 
not changed since you first made her !" 

** Not by compass, sir. It is a quick boat that, or it 
would never hold such way with the ' Royal Caroline/ 
and that too upon a stiflfened bow-line, which every body 
knows is Ihe real play of this ship.*' 

'* Go, get you to your hammock. In the morning we 
may have a better look at the fellow." 

*' And — ^you hear me, sir," added the attentive mate, 
''do not keep the men's eyes open below, with a tale as 
long as the short cable, but take your uwn natural rest, and 
leave all others that have clear consciences, to do the 



same." 



'' Mr. Earing," said Wilder, as the seaman reluctantly 
proceeded towards his place of lest, '* we will bring the 
ship upon the other tack, and get more easting, while the 
land is so far from us. This course will be setting us upon 
Hatteras. Besides" — 

" Yes, sir,'* the mate replied, observing his superior to 
hesitate, " as you were saying, — besides, no one can forete! 
the length of a gale, nor the real quarter it may come 
from.*' 

" Precisely. No one can answer for the weather. The 
men are scarcely in their hammocks; torn them up at 
once, sir, before their eyes are heavy, and we will bring the 
ship's head the other way." 

The mate instantly sounded the well-known cry, which 
summoned the watch below to the assistance of their ship- 
mates on the deck. Little delay occurred, and not a word 
was uttered^ but the shoii authoritative mandates which 
Wilder saw fit to deliver from his own lips. No iongei 
pressed up against the wind, the ship, obedient to her helniy 
gracefully began to incline her head from the waves, and 
to bring the wind abeam. Then, instead of breasting and 
inaiiiitui(f t|ie endless hiUo«k9| lik« a being that toiled 
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heavily along its path, she fell ioto the trongh of the sea, 
from which she issued like a courser, who, having con- 
quered an ascent, shoots along the track with redoubled 
velocity. For an instant the wind appeared to haTe Inlled 
through the wide ridge of foam» which rolled along on each 
side the vessefs bows, sufficiently proclaimed that she was 
skimming lightly before it. In another moment, the tail 
spars began to incline again to the west, and the vessel 
came swooping up to the wind, until her plunges and 
shocks against the seas were renewed as violently as before. 
When every yard and sheet were properly trimmed to meet 
the new position of the vessel, wilder turned anxiously 
to get a glimpse of the stranger. A minute was lost in ascer- 
taining the precise spot where be ought to appear ; for, in 
such a chaos of water, and wtih no guide but tbe judg- 
ment, the eye was apt to deceive itself by referring to the 
nearer and more familiar objects by which tbe spectator was 
surrounded. 

"The stranger has vanished !'* said Earing, with a voice 
in whose tones mental relief and distrust were at the same 
moment oddily manifesting themselves. 

** He should be on this quarter but I confess I see him 
not!" 

'* Ay, ay, sir ; this is tbe way that the midnight cruiser 
off tbe Hope is said to come ana go. There are men who 
have seen that vessel shut in by a fog, in as fine a starlight 
night as was ever met in a soutnern latitude. But then this 
cannot be the Dutchman, since it is so many long leagues 
from the pitch of the Cape to the coast of North America. 

*' Here be lies and by neaven ! he has already gone about •" 
cried Wilder. 

The truth of whatoui young adventurer bad just affirmed 
was now indeed sufEciently evident to the eye of any sea- 
man. The same diminutive and misty tracery, as before 
waste be seen on the light back ground of the threatening, 
horizon, looking not unlike the faintest shadows cast upon 
some brighter surface by the deception of the phantasmago- 
ria. But to the mariners, who so well knew now to distin- 
guish between the different lines of her masts, it was 
very evident that her course had been suddenly and dexter- 
ously changed, and that she was now steerins no longer to 
tbe south and west, bat, like themselves, holding her way 
towards the nortb-eait. Tbe fact appeared to make a sensi- 
ble impression on them all: though probably, bad tbeir 
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reasons been siftedi they would have been found to be entirely 
different. 

<*That ship has truly tacked!" Earing exclaimed, after 
a long meditatiTe pause, and with a voice in which distrust, or 
rather awe, was beginning to get the ascendancy. " Long as I 
have followed the sea, have I never before seen a vessel tack 
against such a head beating-sea. He must have been all 
shaking in the wind when we gave him the last look, or we 
should not have lost sight of him." 

" A lively and quick working vessel might do it," said Wilder, 
** especially if strong handed/' 

"Ay, the hand of Beelzebub is always strong; and a 
light job would he make of it, in forcing even a dull craft to 
soil." 

"Mr. Earing," interrupted Wilder, "we will pack upon 
the * Caroline, and try our sailing with this taunting 
stranger. Get the main tack aboard, and set the top-gallant- 
sail." 

Hie slow-minded mate would have remonstrated against 
the order, had he dared ^ but there was that in the calm, 
subdued, but deep tones of his young commander, which 
admonished him of the hazard. He was not wrong, how* 
ever, in considering the duty he was now to perform as 
one not without some risk. The ship was already moving 
under quite as much canvass as he deemed it prudent to 
show at such an hour, and with so many threatening 
symptoms of heavier weather hanging about the horizon. 
The necessary orders were, however, repeated as promptly 
as they had been given. The seamen had already begun 
to consider the stranger, and to converse among themselves 
concerning his appearance and situation; and they obeyed 
with an alacrity that might perhaps have been traced to a 
secret but common wish to escape from his vicinity. The 
sails were successively and speedily set; and then each man 
folded his arms, and stood gazing steadily and intently at the 
shadowy object to leeward, in order to witness the effect of the 
change. 

The "Royal Caroline" seemed, like her crew, sensible 
of the necessity of increasing her speed. As she felt the 
pressure of the broad sheets of canvass that had just been 
distended, the ship bowed lower, and appeared to recline 
on the bed of water which rose under her lee nearly to the 
scuppers. On the other side, the dark planks and polished 
copper lay bare for many feet, though often washed by the 
waves that came sweeping along her length, green and 
angrily, still capped as usual, with crests of lucid foam. 
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The shocks, as the vessel tilted against the billows, were be- 
coming every moment more severe ; and from each encounter 
« bright cloud of spray arose, which either fell glittering on the 
deck, or drove, in brilliant mist, across the rolUng water far to 
leeward. 

Wilder long watched the ship with an excited mien, but 
with all the intelligence of a seaman. Once or twice when 
she trembled and appeared to stop in her violent encounter 
with a wave, as suddenly as though she had struck a rock, 
his lips severed, and he was about to give the order so reduce 
the sail; but a glance at the misty looking image on the 
western horizon seemed ever to cause his mind to change 
its purpose. Like a desperate adventurer who had cast his 
fortunes on some hazardous experiment, he appeared to await 
the issue with a resolution that was as haughty as it was 
4inconquerable. 

. ** That top-mast is bending like a whip," muttered the careful 
Earing at his elbow. 

** Let it go i we have spare spars to put in its place," was the 
answer. 

** I have always found the ' Caroline' leaky after she has been 
strained by driving her against the sea." 

" We have our pumps. 

** True, sir ; but in my poor judgment it is idle to think of 
outsailing a craft that uie devil commands, if he does not 
altogether handle it." 

" One will never know that, Mr. Earing, till he tries." 

'*We gave the Dutchman a chance of that sort; and, I 
must say, we had not only the most canvass spread, but 
much the best of the wind : And what good did it all do ? 
there he la^ under his three top-sails, driver, and jib ; and we, 
with studding sails alow and aloft, couldn't alter his bearing a 
foot." 

" The Dutchman is never seen in a northern latitude." 

" Well, I cannot say he is," returned Earing, in a sort of 
compelled resignation ; " but he who has put that flyer off the 
Cape, may have found the cruise so profitable, as to wish to 
send anouier ship into these seas." 

Wilder made no reply. He had either humoured the 
superstitious apprehension of his mate enough, or his mind was 
too intent on its principal object, to dwell longer on a foreign 
subject. 

Notwithstanding the seas that met her advance in such 
quick succession as greatly to retard her progress, tlie 
Bristol trader h^d soon toiled her way through a league 
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of the tronbled clement. At every plange she toUt, tlM 
bow divided a mass of water, that appeared at each instant 
to become more vast and more violent in its rofthing : and 
more than once the stmgglinif hull was nearly baried for- 
ward in some wave which it had eqnal diffiealty in monnt<- 
ing or penetrating. 

The mariners narrowly watched the smallest movements 
of their vessel. Not a man left her deek for hoars. The 
superstitious awe which had taken sueh deep hold of the 
untutored faculties of the chief mate, had not been slow to 
extend its influence to the meanest of her crew. Bven the 
accident which had befallen their former commander, and 
Uie sudden and mysterous manner in which the yonng 
officer, who now trod the quarter-deck, so singnlarty firm 
and calm, under circumstances deemed bo imposing, had 
their influence in heightening the wild impression. The 
impunity with which the ** Caroline'' bore snob a press of 
canvass, under the circumstances in which she was plaeed, 
added to their kiodling. admiration ; and ere Wilder had 
determined in his own mind on tbe powers of his ship in 
comparison with those of the vessel that so strangely hang 
in the horizon, he was himself becoming the subject of 
unnatural and revolting suspicions to his own crew. 



CHAPTER XV. 

— ** I' the lumie of truth. 
Are ye fantastical, or tiiat indeed 
Which outwardly ye show ?" 



Madmth. 



The division of employment that is Ibuikl in Eufope, and 
which brings in its train a pecnliar and corresponding limi- 
tation of ideas, has never yet existed in our oonntry. If 
our artisans have in eonsequenee been less perfect in their 
several handicrafts, they have ever been remarkable for in- 
telligence of a more general character. Superstition is^ how- 
ever, a quality that seems indigenous to the ocean. Few 
common manners are exempt from its influence, in a greater 
or less degree ; though it is found to exist among the sea- 
men of different people in forms that are tempered by their 
respective national habits and peonliar opinions. The sailor 
of the Baltic has his secret rites, and his manner of propitia- 
ting the gody of the wind ; the Mediterranean mariner 

q3 
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tc»ir9 uis bair, and kneels before the shrine of some impotent 
saints 4rhen his own hand might better do the service he im- 
plores ; while the more skilful Englishman sees the spirits 
of the dead in the storm, and hears the ciies of a Jost mess- 
mate in the gasts that sweep the waste he navigates. Even 
the .setter instructed and still more reasoning American has 
not been able to shake entirely off the secret influence of a 
sentiment that seems the concomitant of his condition. 

There is a majesty in the might of the great deep that 
has a tendency to keep open the avenues of that dependant 
credulity which more or less besets the mind of every man, 
however he may have fortified his intelJect by thought. 
With the firmament above him, and wandering on an inter- 
minable waste of water, the less gifted seaman is tempted at 
every step of his pilgrimage to seek the relief of some pro- 
pitious omen. The few which are supported by scientific 
causes, give support to the many that have their origin only 
In his own excited and doubting temperament. The gam- 
bols of the dolphin — the earnest and busy passage of the 
porpoise — ^the ponderous sporting of the unwieldy whale — 
and the screams of the marine birds, have all, like the signs 
of the ancient soothsayers, their attendant consequences of 
good or evil. The confusion between things which are ex- 
plicable, and things which are not, gradually brings the mind 
of the mariner to a state in which any exciting and unnatural 
sentiment is welcome, if it be for no other leason than that, 
like tne vast element on which he passes his life, it bears 
the impression of what is thought a supernatural because it 
is an incomprehensible power. 

The crew of the '* Royal Caroline^' had not even the 
advantage of being natives of a land where necessity and 
habit have united to bring every man's faculties into exer- 
cise, to a certain extent at least. They were all from that 
distant island that has been, and still continues to be, the 
hive of nations, which are probably fated to carry her 
name to a time when the sight of her fallen power shall 
be sought as a curiosity, like the remains of a city in a 
desert. 

The whole events of that day of which we are now writing 
had a tendency to arouse the latent superstition of these 
men. It has already been said that the calamity which had 
befallen their former commander, and the manner in 
which a stranger had succeeded to his authority, had their 
influence in increasing their disposition to doubt. The sail 
to leeward appeared most inoj^portuuely for the character 
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of our adventurer, who had not yet enjoyed a fitting oppor 
tiinity to secure the confidence of his inferiors before sack 
untoward circumstances ocean ed as threatened to deprive 
him of it for ever. 

There has existed but one occasion for introducing to the 
reader the mate who filled tho station in the ship next t0 
that of Earing. He was called Nighthead ; a name that was 
in some measure indicative of a certain misty obscurity that 
beset his superior member. The qualities of his miid may 
be appreciated by the few reflections he saw fit to make on 
the escape of the old mariner whom Wilder had intended 
to visit with a portion of his indignation. This individual 
as he was but one degree removed from the common men 
in situation, so was he every way qualified to maintain that 
association with the crew which was, in some measure, 
necessary between them. His influence among them was 
commensurate to his opportunities of intercourse, and his 
sentiments were very generally received with '*a portion of 
that deference which is thought to be due to the opinions of 
tn oracle 

Aftei ^.he &aip had been worn, and during the time that 
Wilder, with a view to lose sight of his unwelcome neigh- 
bour, was endeavouring to urge her through the seas in the 
manner already described, this stubborn and mystified tar 
remained in the waist of the vessel, surrounded bv a few o 
the older and more experienced seamen, holding converse ot 
the remarkable appearance of the phantom to leeward, and 
of the extraordinary manner in which their unknown officer 
saw fit to attest the enduring qualities of their own vessel. 
We shall commence our relation of the dialogue at a point 
where Nighthead saw fit to discontinue his distant inuendos, 
in order to deal more directly with the subject he had under 
discussion. 

'< I have heard it said, by older sea-faring men than any 
n this ship," he continued, " that the devil has been known 
to send one of his mates aboard a lawful trader, to lead her 
astray among shoals and quicksands, m order that he might 
make a wreck, and get his share of the salvage, among the 
souls of the people. What man can say who gets into the 
cabin, when an unknown name stands first in the shipping 
Iwt of a vessel?" 

" I'he stranger is shut in by a cloud ** exclaimed one of 
lk.%. marincis, who, while he listened to the philosophy of his 
oflicer, still kept an eye rivetted on the mysterious object to 
ceward* 

* Ay, ay ; it would occasion no surprise to see that craft 
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Steering into the moon ! Luck is like a fly-block and its 
yard : when one goes up the other comes down. They say 
the red-coats ashore have had their tarn of fortune, and it is 
time we honest seamen look out for our squalls. I have 
doubled the Horn, brothers, in a king^s ship^ and I have seen 
the bright cloud that never sets, and have held a living cor- 
posant in my own hand . But these are things which any 
man may look on, who will go upon a yard in a gale, or ship 
aboard a Southseaman Still, I pronounce it uncommon for 
a vessel to see her shadow in the base, as we have ours at 
this moment ; for there it comes again ! — here-a-way, be- 
tween the after-shroud and the backstay — or for a trader to 
carry sail in a|fashion that would make every knee in a 
bomb-ketch work like a tooth-brush fiddling across a passen- 
ger's mouth, after he had had a smart bout with the sea- 
sickness/' 

*' And yet the lad holds the ship in hand," said the oldest 
of all the seamen, who kept his gaze fastened on the proceed- 
ings of Wilder; '^he is driving her through it in a mad 
manner, I will allow ; but yet, so far, he has not parted a 
yarn/' 

" Yams !" repeated the mate in a tone of strong contempt ; 
*' what signify yarns, when the whole cable is to snap, and 
in such a fashion as to^ leave no hope for the anchor, except 
in a buoy rope? Hark ye, old Bill ; the devil never finishes 
his jobs by halves. What Is to happen will happen bodily ; 
and no easing-off, as if you were lowering the captain's lady 
into a boat, and he on deck to see fair play.'* 

'' Mr. Nighthead knows how to keep a ship's reckoning 
in all weathers!" said another, whose manner sufficiently 
announced the dependence he himself placed on the capa- 
city of the second mate. 

"And no credit to me for the same« I have seen all ser- 
vices, and handled every rig from a lugger to a double- 
decker ! Few men can say more in their own favour than 
myself; for the little 1 know has been got by much hard- 
ship, and small schooling But what matters information, 
or even seamanship, against witchcraft, or the workings of 
one whom I don't choose to name, seeing that there is no 
use in offending any gentleman unnecessarily? I say, bro- 
thers, that this ship is packed upon in a fashion that no 
prudent seaman ought to, or would allow." 

A general murmur announced that most, if not all, of his 
hearen accorded in his opinion. 

" Let us examine calmly and reasonably, and in a nianne^ 
beoomi^ enlightened Englishmen, into the whole state of 
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the case," the mate continued, casting an eye obliquely over 
bis shoulder, perhaps to make sure that the individual, of 
whose displeasure he stood in such salutary awe, was not 
actually at his elbow. '* We are all of us, to a man, native* 
bom islanders, without a drop of foreign blood among us; 
not so much as a Scotchman or an Irishman in the ship. 
Let us therefore look into the philosophy of this afiair with 
that sort of judgment which becomes our breeding. In the 
first place, here is honest Nicholas Nichols slips from this 
here water-cask, and breaks me a leg ! Now, brothers, I've 
known men to fall from tops and yards, and lighter damage 
done. But what matters it to a certain person how far h** 
throws his man, since he has only to lift a finger to get us 
all hanged ? Then comes me aboard here a stranger, with a 
ook of the colonies about him, and none of your plain-deal- 
ing, out-and-out, smooth English faqes, such as a man can 
cover with the flat of his hand." — 

*' The lad is' well enough to the eye/' interrupted the old 
mariner. 

'* Ay, therein lies the whole deviltry of this matter ! He 
is good-looking, I grant ye ; but it is not such good-looking 
as an Englishman loves. There is a meaning about him that 
I don't like ; for I never likes too much meaning in a man's 
countenance, seeing that it is not always easy to understand 
what he would be doing. Then, this stranger gets to be 
Master of the ship, or, what is the same thing, next to Mas- 
ter ; while he who should be on deck giving his orders, in a 
time like this, is lying in his berth unable to tack himself, 
much less to put the vessel about ; and yet no man can say 
how the thing came to pass.'' 

*' He drove a bargain with the consignee for the station, 
and right glad did the cunning merchant seem to get so tight 
a youth to take charge of the ' Caroline/ " 

*' Ah ! a merchant is like the rest of us, made of nothing 
better than clay ; and, what is worse, it is seldom that, in 
putiing him together, be is dampened with salt water. Many 
is the trader that has doused his spectacles, and shut his ac- 
count-books, to step aside to over-reach his neighbour, and 
then come back to find that he has over-reached himself. 
Mr. Bale, ho doubt, thought he was doing the clever thing 
for the owners, when he shipped this Mr. Wilder ; but then, 

perhaps, he did not know that the vessel was sold to . 

[t becomes a plain-going seaman [to have a respect for all 
he sails under ; so I will not, unnecessarily, name the person 
who I believe has got, whether he came by it in A fan \)u* 
chase or not, no small right in this vessel/' 
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** I have never seen a sbip got out of ironB moro hvul * 
somely than he handled the ' Caroline' this very mominjiC'' 

Nigbthead now indulged in a low, but what to bis iistea* 
ers appeared to be an exceedingly meaning laugh, 

** When a ship has a certain sort of captain, one is not ti» 
be surprised at any thing/' he answered, the instant his sig-- 
nificant merriment had ceased. "• For my own 'par^ T 
shipped to go from Bristol to the Carolinas and Jamaica^ 
touching at Newport out and home ; and I will sav boldly^ 
I have no wish to go any where else. As to baoLing the 
^Caroline' from her awkward berth alongside the slaver, why 
it was well done ; most too well for so young a mariner. 
Had I done the tiling myself, it could not have been much 
better. But what think you, brothers, of the old man in the 
skiff I There was a chase, and an escape, such as few old 
sea-dogs have the fortune to behold t I have heard of a 
smuggler that was chased a hundred timea by bis migesty's 
cutters, in the chops of the Channel, and whieh always had 
a fog handy to run into, but out of which no man couJd 
truly say he ever saw her come again ! This skiff may have 
plied between the land and that Guernsey-man, for anything 
I know to the contrary ; but i^ is not a boat I wish to pull a 
scuU in.'' 

*' That WW a remarkable flight ! " exclaimed the eldei 
seaman, whose faith in the character of our adventurer be- 
gan to give way gradually before such an accumulation of 
testimony. 

^'I call it so ; though other men may possibly know better 
than I, who have only followed the water five-and- thirty 
years. Then, here is the sea getting up in an uaacAountable 
manner! and look at these rags of clouds, which darken the 
heavens! and yet there is light enough coming from the 
ocean for a good scholar to read by 1 '' 

** I've often seen the weather an it is now." 

''Ay, who has not ? It is seldom that any man, let him 
come from what part he will, makes his first voyage as cap- 
tain. Let who will be out to-night upon the water, I'll en- 
gage he has been there before. I have seen worse looking 
skies, and even worse looking water than this ; but I never 
knew any good come of either. The night I was wracked in 
the bay of "— 

'' In the waist there I" cried the calm, authoritative tones 
of Wilder. 

Had a warning voice arisen from the turbulent and rush- 
ing ocean itself, it would not faav? sounded more alanninir 
in the startled ears of the coniiciou^ seanvan than this sudden 
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haU. Their yonng commander found it neoesaary to repeat 
ic, before even Nighthead^the proper and official spokesman, 
could muster resoiutlon to answer. 

*' Oet the fore-top-gallant sail on the ship, sir/' continued 
Wilder, when the customary reply let him know that he 
bad been heard. 

The mate and his companions regarded each other, for a 
moment, in dull admiration ; and many a melancholy shake 
of the head was exchanged before one of the party threw 
himself itfto the weather-rigging, and proceeded aloft, with 
a doubting mind, in order to loosen the sail in question. 

There was certainly enough, in the desperate manner with 
which Wilder pressed the canvass on .the vessel, to excite 
distrust, either of his intentions or judgment, in the opinions 
of men less influenced by superstition than those it was now 
his lot to command. It had long been apparent to Earing, 
and his more ignorant, and consequently more obstinate 
brother officer, that their young superior had the same de- 
sire to escape from the spectral-looking ship, which so 
strangely followed their movements, as they had themselves. 
They only differed in the mode ; but this difference was so 
very material, that the two mates consulted together apart, 
and then Earing, something stimulated by the hardy opinions 
of his coadjutor, approached his commander with the deter- 
mination of delivering the results of their united judgments, 
with that sort of directness which he thought the occasion 
now demanded. But there was that in the steady eye and 
imposing mien of Wilder, that caused him to touch on the 
dangerous subject with a discretion and circumlocution that 
were a little remarkable for the individual. He stood watch- 
ing the effect of the sail recently spread, for several niinutes, 
bcibre he even presumed to open his mouth. But a terrible 
encounter, between the vessel and a wave that lifted its 
angry crest apparently some dozen feet above the approach- 
ing bows, gave him courage to proceed, by admonishing; him 
afresh of the danger of continuing silent. 

** I do not see that we drop the stranger, though the ship 
IB wallowing through the water so heavily," he commencecf, 
determined to be as circumspect as possible in his advances. 

Wilder bent another of his frequent glances on the misty 
object in the horizon, and then turned his frowning eye 
towards the point whence the wind proceeded, as if he 
would defy its heaviest blasts; he, however, made no 
answer. 

" We have ever found the crew discontented at the fumps, 
Ar/' resumed the other, after a pause sufficient for the rcpi> 
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he in vain expected ; '^ I need not tell an officer, who knows 
his duty so well, that seamen rarely love their pumps/' 

" Whatever I may find necessary to order, Mr. Earing, 
this ship's company will find it necessary to execute/' 

There was a deep settled air of authority in the manner 
with which this tardy answer was given, that did not liali of 
its impression. Earing recoiled a step, with a submissive 
manner, and affected to be lost in consulting the driving 
masses of the clouds ; then, summoning his resolution^ he 
attempted to renew the attack in a different quarter. 

'^ Is it your deliberate opinion, Captain Wilder,'' he said, 
using the title to which the claim of our adventurer might 
well be questioned^ with a view -to propitiate him ^ ** is it 
then your deliberate opinion^ that the ' Koyal Caroline' can, 
by any human means, be made to drop yonder vessel t'* 

*^ I fear not," returned the young maq, drawing a breath 
so long, that all his secret concern seemed struggling in his 
breast for utteranee« 

** Andy sir, with proper submiission to your better educa"* 
tion and authority in this ship, I know not I have often 
seen these matches tried in my time ; and well do I know 
that nothing is gained by straining a vessel. with the hope of 
getting to windward of one of these flyers !'' 

^* Take you the glass, Earing, and tell me under what eanTass 
the stranger holds his way, and what may be his distance," 
said Wilder, thoughtfully, and without appearing to adyerl 
at all to what the other had just observed. 

The honest and well-meaning mate deposed his hat oti 
the quarter-deck, and, with an air of great respect, did as he 
was desired. Nor did he deem it necessary to give a preci- 
pitate answer to either of the interrogatories. When, how- 
ever, his look had been long, grave, and deeply absorbed, 
he closed the glass with the palm of. his broad hand, and 
replied with the manner of one whose opinion was sufficient- 
ly matured. 

*' If yonder sail had been built and fitted like other mor- 
tal craft,'' he said, '' I should not be backward in pronoun- 
cing her a full-rigged ship, under three single reefed topsails, 
courses, spanker, and jib." 

" Has she no more V* 

'* To that I would qualify, provided an opportunity were 
given me to make sure that she is, in all respects, as other 
vessels are." i V 

*' And yet. Earing, with all this press of canvass, by the 
compass we have not left her a foot." 

<'fcqr<l» m ret^r^^a the mat^j 9haking his h««4 likf <M 
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who. was well conyinced of the folly of such eflforts, " if you 
shoald split every cloth in the main- course, by carrying 
on the ship you will .never alter the' bearings of that craft 
an inch till the siin rises!- Then, indeed^ such as have eyes 
that are good enough, might perhaps- see her sailing about 
among' the clouds; though it has never been my fortune, be it 
bad or be it good, to fall in with one of these cruisers after the 
day has fairly dawned." 

' " And the distance ?*' said Wilder ; " you have not yet spoken 
of her distanced* * . '. V . 

" That is as mti'cli as people choose to measure. She may be 
here, nigh enough to toss a biscuit into our tops ; or she may 
be there, where she seems to be, hull down in the horizon." 

" But, if where she seems to be ?" 

"Why, she seems to be a vessel of about six hundred 
tons; and judging from appearances only, a man might be 
tempted to say she was a couple of leagues, more or less, under 
our lee." . ' 

*'I put her at the same! Six miles to windward is not 
a little advantage in a hard chase. By heavens. Earing! 
ni drive the * Caroline' out of water, butrll leave hirti !" . 

"That might be" done, if the ship had wings like a curlexf 
or a sea-gull ; but, as it is, I think we are more likely to drive 
her under." 

" She bears her canvass well so far. You know not what the 
boat can do when urged," 

"I h^ve seen her sailed ia aU weathers. Captain T\^ilderl 
but"— . 

His mouth ^as suddenly closed. A .vast black wave 
reared itself between the ship and the eastern horizon, and 
came rolling onward, seeming to threaten to engulf all be- 
fore it Even Wilder- watched the shock with breathless 
anxiety, conscious for the moment that he had exceeded the 
bounds of sound discretion in urging his i^hip so powerfully 
against such a mass of water. The sea broke a few fathoms 
from the bows of the "Caroline," and sent its surgie in a 
flood of foam upon her decks. For half a minute the forward 
part of the vessel disappeared, as though, unable to mount the 
swell, it were striving to go through it, and then she heavily 
emerged, gemmed with a million of the scintillating insects of 
the ocean. The ship had stopped, trembling in every joint 
throughout her massive and powerful frame, like some affrighted 
courser; and when^ she resumed her course, it was with a 
moderation thiit appeared to warn t^iose yrho governed Uer 
inoTements of th^ir indlscretioo, 

E 
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Earing faced his commander in silence, perfectly cons€i<* 
oun that nothings he could utter contained an argument lika 
Uiu. The seaman no longer hesitated to mutter their dis- 
approhation aloud, and many a prophetic opinion was yen- 
tared concerning the consequences of such reckless risks. 
To all this Wilder turned a deaf or an insensible ear. Firm 
in his own secret purpose^ he would have brayed a greater 
hazard to accomplish his object But a distinct though 
smothered shriek from the atern of the vessel reminded him 
of the fears of others. Turning quickly on his heel, he ap- 
proached the still trembling Gertrude .and her governess, 
who had both been throughout the whole of those long and 
tedious hours, inobtrusive, but deeply interested observers 
of his smallest movements. 

*' The vessel bore that shock so well, I have great reliance 
on her powers/^ he said in a soothing voice, but with words 
that were intended to lull her into a blind seeuritv, '*With 
a firm ship a thorough seaman is never at a loss ! ' 

**Mr. WUdcr," returned the governess, "I have seep 
much of this terrible element on which you live. It is there 
fore v^n to think of deceiving me. I know that you are 
urging the ship beyond what is usual. Have you sufficient 
motive for this hardihood V 

" Madam,— I have !'' 

" And it is, like so many of your motives, to continue 
locked for ever in your own breast ? or may we, who are 
equal participators in its consequences, claim to share equal- 
ly in the reason ?'' 

** Since you know so much of the profession,'^ returned 
the young man, slightly laughing, but in tones that were 
rendered perhaps more alarming by the sounds produced in 
the unnatural effort, ^' you need not be told, that, in order 
to get a ship to windward, it is necessary to spread her can- 



vass.'' 



** You can, at least, answer one of my questions more di- 
rectly : Is this wind sufficiently favourable to pass the dan- 
gerous shoals of the Hatteras V' 

"I doubt it" 

** Then, why not go to the place whence we came V 

Will Tou consent to return V demanded the youths witk 
the swiftness of thought, 

** I would go to my father/' said Gertrude, with a rapidity 
so nearly resembling his own, that the ardent girl appeared., 
to want breath to utter the little she said. 

** And I am willing, Mr. Wilder to abandon the ship en- 
^reiy/' calmly resumed the governess. *' 1 require no ex- 
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plaaation of all your mysterious warnings ; f estore ui to o«r 
friends in Newport^ and no further quettions shall etor be 
asked/' 

'' It might be done V' muttered oar adventurer ; ** it miglit 
be done }*-a few busj hours would do it, with this wind.-« 
Mr. Earing i"~ 

The mate was instantly at his elbow. Wilder pointed to 
the dim obiect to leeward ; and, banding him the glass, de« 
sired that he would take another view. Eaoh looked in his 
turn long and closely. 

** He shows no mote sail ! '^ said [the commander impa- 
tientiy, when his own prolonged gaee was ended. 

** Not a cloth, sirl But what matters it, to such a craft, 
how much canvass is spread, or how the wind blows? '^ 

*' Earing, I think there is too much southing in this breeae; 
and there is more brewing in yonder streak of dusky clouds 
on our beam. Let the ship faH off a couple of points or 
more, and take the strain off the spars, by a pull upon the , 
weather braces.'^ I 

The simple-minded mate beard the order with an astonish- 
ment he did not care to conceal. There needed no explana- 
tion to teach bis experienced faculties that the effect would 
be to go over the same track they had just passed, and 
that it was in substance abandoning the objects of the roy* 
age. He presumed to defer bis compliance, in order to re- 
monstrate. 

** 1 hope there is no offence for an elderly seaman, like 
myself, Captain Wilder, in venturing an opinion on the . 
weather,'^ he said. ** When the pocket of the owner ii 
interested, my judgment approves of going about, for I have 
no taste for land that the wind blows on, instead of off. But 
by easing the ship with a reef or two, she would be jogging 
seaward ; and all we gain would be clear gain, because it is 
so much off the Hatteras. Besides, who can say that to- 
morrow, or the next day, we shan't have a puff out of Ame- 
rica, here at north- west?'' 

*' A couple of points fall off, and a pvll upon your weather 
braces," said Wilder, with startling quickness. 

It would have exceeded the peaceful and submissive tem- 
perament of the honest Earing, to have delayed any longer* 
The orders were given to the inferiors ; and, as a matter of 
course, they were obeyed— ^though ill-suppressed and por- | 
teutons sounds of discontent at the undetermined and seem 
ingly unreasonable changes in their .officer's mind might 
have been heard issuing from the mouths of Nighthead, and 
other veterans of the crew 
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But to ail theje symptoms of disaffection Wilder remamud 
i\s before^ utterly indifferent. If be beard them at ail, he 
either disdained to yield them any notice, or, £;uided by a 
temporising policy, he chose to appear unconscious of their 
import. In the meantime, tbe vessel, like a bird whose 
wing had wearied with struggling against the tempest, and 
which inclines from the gale to dart along an easier course, 
glided swiftly away, quartering the crests of the wares, or 
sinking gracefully into their troughs, as she yielded to the 
force of a wind that was now made to be favourable. Tbe 
sea roiled on, in a direction that ^rs no longer adverse to 
ber course ; and, as she receded from the breeze, the quan- 
tity of sail she had spread was no longer found trying to 
her powers of endurance. Still she had, in the opinion of 
all her crew, quite enough canvass exposed to a night of 
such a portentous aspect. But not so in the judgment of 
the stranger who was charged with the guidance of ber des- 
tinies. In a voice that still admonished bis inferiors of the 
danger of disobedience, he commanded several broad sheets 
of studding-sails to be set in quick succession. Urged by 
these new impulses, the ship went careering over the waves, 
leaving a train of foam in her track that rivalled, in its 
Volume and brightness, the tumbling summit of the largest 
swell. 

When sail after sail had been set, until even Wilder was 
obliged to confess to himself that the ** Royal Caroline,'' 
staunch as she was, would bear no more, our adventurer 
began to pace the deck again, and to cast his eyes about 
him, in order to watch the fruits of his new experiment. 
The change in the course of the Bristol trader bad made a 
corresponding change in the apparent direction of the 
stranger, who yet floated in the horizon like a dimiaative 
and misty shadow. Still the unerring compass told the 
watchful mariner, that she continued to maintain tbe same 
relative position as when first seen. No effort on tbe part 
of Wilder could apparently alter her bearing an inch. 
Another hour soon passed aw&y, during which, as tbe log 
told him, the '' Caroline '^ bad rolled through more than 
Ihree leagues of water, and stUI there lay the stranger in 
tbe west, as though it were merely a lessened shadow of 
herself, cast by the ''Caroline" upon the distant and dusky 
clouds. An alteration in his course exposed a broader sur- 
face of his canvass to the eyes of the spectators, but in no- 
tiling else was there any visible charge. If his sails had 
been materially increased, the distance and the obscurity 
prevented even the understanding Earing from detecting it. 
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PerkapA the excited mind of the wortliy maid was too much 
disposed to believe in the miracalous powers possessed by 
bis anaceonntable neighbour, to admit of the full exercise 
of his experienced faculties on the occasion ; but even 
Wilder, who vexed his sight in often-repeated examinar 
tions, was obliged to confess to himself, that the stranger 
seen^ to glide across the waste of waters more like a bodj 
ikoatlDg in the air than a ship resorting to the ordinary exc- 
pedients of mariners. 

Mrs. Wyllys and her charge had by this time retired to 
their cabin ; the former secretly felicitating herself on the 
prospect of soon quitting a vessel, that had commenced its 
voyage under such sinister circumstances as to have de- 
ranged the equilibrium of even her well-governed and 
highly^disciplined mind. Gertrude was left in ignorance of 
the change. To her uninstrncted eye all appeared the same 
on the wilderness of the ocean : Wilder having it in his 
power to alter the direction of his vessel as often as he 
pleased, without his fairer and more useful passenger being 
any the vriser for the same. 

Not so, however, with the intelligent commander of the 
^ Carc4ine " himself. To him there was neither obscurity 
nor doubt in the midst of his midnight path. His eye had 
long been familiar with every star that rose from out the 
waging bed of the sea, to set in another dark and ragged 
outline of the element ; nor was there a blast that swept 
aeross the ocean that his burning cheek could not tell from 
what quarter of the heavens it poured out its power. He 
knew and understood each inclination made by the bows of 
his ship ; his mind kept even pace with her windings and 
tansings in all her tracxless wanderings ; and he had little 
need to consult any of the accessories of his art, to tell him 
wliat course to steer, or in what manner to guide the move 
ments of the nice machine he governed. Still was he un- 
able to explain the extraordinary evolutions of the stranger* 
His smallest change seemed rather anticipated than fol- 
lowed ; and his hopes of eluding a vigilance that proved so 
watchful, was baffled by a facility of manoeuvring and a 
superiority of sailing, that really began to assume, even to 
bis intelligent eyes, the appearance of some unaccountable 
agency. 

While our adventurer was en,«;aged in the gloomy mas» 
ings that such impres&ions were not ill adapted to excite, 
the heavens and the soa began io exhibit another aspect. 
The bright streak which had so long hung along the eastern 
horizon, as thouj:h the curtain of the firmament had her 

ii3 
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slightly opened to admit a passage for the winds, was now 
suddenly closed ; and heavy masses of black clf^uds began 
to gather in that quarter until vast volumes of the vapour 
were piled upon the water, blending the two elements in 
one. On the other hand, the dark canopy lifted in the west, 
and a long belt of lurid light was shed over the view. In 
this flood of bright and portentous mist the stranger still 
floated, though there were moments when his faint and fan- 
ciful outlines seemed to be melting into thin air. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Yet again ? "What do you here ? Shall we give o'er, and drown . 

Have you a mind to sink ? 

Ten^ptat, 

Our watchful adventurer was not blind to these well-known 
and sinister omens. No sooner did the peculiar atmos- 
phere, by which the mysterious image that he so often ex- 
amined was suddenly surrounded, catch his eye, than his 
voice was heard in the clear, powerful, and exciting notes 
of warning. 

"Stand by," he called aloud, "to in all studding-sails! 
Down with them ! '* he added, scarcely giving his former 
words time to reach the ears of his subordinates. " Down 
with every rag of them, fore and aft the ship ! Man the 
top-gailant clew-lines, Mr. Earing. CJew up and clew down. 
In with every thing — cheerily, men ! In ! " 

This was a language to which the crew of the " Caroline'' 
were no strangers, and one which was doubly welcome 
since the meanest seaman of them all had long thought thai 
his unknown commander had been heedlessly trifling with 
the safety of the vessel, by the hardy manner in which he 
disregarded the wild symptoms of the weather. But they 
under- valued the keen-eyed vigilance of Wilder. He had 
certainly driven the Bristol trader through the water at a 
rate she had never been known to have gone before ; but 
thus tar the facts themselves attested in his favour, since 
no injury was the consequence of what they deemed his 
temerity. At the quick, sudden order just given, the whole 
ship was instantly in an uproar. A dozen seamen called to 
each other from difl'erent parts of the vessel, each striving 
to lift his voice above the roaring ocean ; and there was 
-vcrv appearance of a general and inextricable confusion ; 
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but the same authority which had aronied them thus uii« 
oxpectedly into activity, produced order from their ill. 
directed though vigorous efforts. 

Wilder had spoken to awakeu the drowsy and to excite 
the torpid. The instant he found each man on the alert, 
he resumed his orders with a calmness that gave a direction 
to the powers of all, but still with an energy that he well 
knew was called for by the occasion. The enormous sheets 
of dack, which had looked like so many light clouds in the 
murky and threatening heavens, were soon seen fluttering 
wildly as they descended from their high places ; and in a 
few minutes the ship was reduced to the action of her more 
aecure and heavier canvass. To effect this object every man 
in the ship had exerted his powers to the utmost, under the 
guidance of the steady but rapid mandates of their com- 
mander. Then followed a short and apprehensive bieath- 
iog pause. Every eye was turned towards the quarter where 
the oorunous sigas had been discovered ; and each indivi- 
dual endeavoured to read their import, with an intelligence 
corresi.ondent to the degree of skill he might have acquired 
during bis particular period of service, on that treacherous 
element which was now his home. 

The dim tracery of the stranger's form had been swallowed 
by the flood of misty light, which, by this time, rolled along 
the sea like drifting vapour, semi-pellucid, preternatural, 
and seemingly tangible. The ocean itself appeared admon- 
ished that a quick and violent change was nigh. The waves 
had ceased to break in their former foaming and brilliant 
crests, but black masses of the water were seen lifting their 
surly summits against the eastern horizon, no longer re- 
lieved by their scintillating brightness, or shedding their 
own peculiar and lucid atmosphere around them. The 
breeze which had been so fresh, and which had even blown, 
at times, with a force that nearly amounted to a little gale, 
was lulling and becoming uncertain, as though awed by the 
more violent power that was gathering along the borders of 
the sea in the direction of the neighbouring continent. Each 
moment, the eastern puffs of air lost their strength, and be- 
came more and more feeble, until, in an incredibly short 
period, the heavy sails wete beard flapping against the masts 
— a frightful and ominous calm succeeding. At this instant 
a glancing, flashing gleam lighted the fearful obscurity of 
the ocean ; and a roar, like that of a sudden burst of thunder, 
bellowed along the waters. The seamen turned their 
startled looks on each other, and stood stupid, as though a 
warning had been given from the heavens themselves of wh^^ 



wfti ^^ follow. But their calm and tnore Migaolotis com* 
mander pat a different consfmction on the ftignaL His lip 
curled, io high professional pride, and his month moved 
rapidly, while he muttered to himself with a species of 
scorn, — 

" Does he think we sleep ? Ay, he has got it himself, 
and would open our eyes to what is coming f What does 
he imagine we hare been about since the middle watch was 
set?'' 

Then Wilder made a flwifl torn or two on the quarter* 
deck, ne\er ceasing to bend his quick glances from one 
quarter of the hearens to another ; mm the black and lulling 
water on which his ressel was rolling to the saib, and from 
his silent add profoundly expectant crew, to the dim lines 
.if spars that were waving 'above his head, like 90 many 
pencils tracing their curvilinear and wanton images over the 
murky volumes of the superincumbent clonds. 

'* Lay the after-yards square !*' he said, in a voice which 
was heard by every man on deck, though his words were 
apparently spoken but little above ,his breath. Even the 
creaking ot the blocks, as the spars came slowly and heavily 
round to the indicated position, contributed to the imposing 
character of the moment, and sounded in the ears of all the 
instructed listeners like notes of fearful preparation. 

*^ Haul up the courses T resumed Wilder, aftera thought- 
ful, brief interval, with the same eloquent calmness of 
manner. Then, taking another glance at the threatening 
horizon, be added with [emphasis^ '^Furl them — ^fhrl them 
both : Away aloft, and hand your cotxrses," he continued 
in a shout ; *' roll them up cheerily ; in with them, boys, 
cheerily; inf 

The conscious''seamen took their impulses from the tones 
of their commander. In a moment, twenty dark forms were 
seen leaping up the rigging, with the alacrity of so many 
quadrupeds ; and in another minute, the Vast and powerful 
iheets of canvass were effectually rendered harmless by 
securing them in tight rolls to their respective spars. Th« 
men descended as swiftly as they had mounted to the yaHis ; 
and then succeeded another short and breathing panse. 
At this moment a candle would have sent its flame perpen- 
dicularly towards the heavens. The ship missing, the 
steadying power of the wind, rolled heavily in the troughs 
of the sea, which, however, began to be more diminutive at 
each instant, as though the startled element was recalling 
into the security of its own vast bosom that portion of if« 
particles which had, just befoie been permitted to gain? 
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SO madly over its sarface. The water tisashed sallenly along 
the side of the ship, or, as she laboaring rose/rom ooe of her 
freqaent falls into the hjollows of the waves, it shot back 
into the ocean from her decks, in numberless glittering cas- 
cades. Every hue of the heavens, every sound of the 
element, and each dusky and anxious countenance that 
was visible, helped to proclaim the intense interest of 
the moment. It was in this brief interval of expectation 
and inactivity, that the mates again approached their com- 
mander. 

*' It is an awful night. Captain Wilder !" said Earing, 
presuming on bis rank to be the first of the two to 
speak. 

'* I have known far less notice given of a shift of wind," 
was (he steady answer. 

*•' We have bad time to gather in our kites, 'tis true, sir ; 
but there are signs and warnings that come with this change, 
at which the oldest seaman has reason to take heed !'* 

'* Yes," continued Nightfiead, in a voice that sounded 
hoarse ,and powerful, even amid the fearful accessories of 
that scene ; *'yes, it is no trifling commission that can call 
people, that I shall not name, out upon the water in such a 
night as this. It was in just such weather that I saw 
the "^ Vesuvius' ketch goto a. place so deep that her own 
mortar would not have been able to have sent a bomb into 
the open air, had hands and 'fire been there fit to let it 
off!" 

'' Ay ; and it was in such a time that the Greenlandman 
was cast upon the Orkneys, in as flat a calm as ever lay on 
the sea." 

'' Grentlemen," said Wilder, with a peculiar and perhaps 
an ironical emphasis on the word, *' what is it you would 
have ? There is not a breath of air stirring, and the ship 
is naked to her topsails ! 

It would have been difficult for either of the two mal- 
contents to have given a very satisfactory answer to this 
question. Both were secretly goaded by mysterious and 
superstitious apprehensions, that were powerfully aided b]; 
the more real and intelligible aspect of the night ; but 
neither had so far forgotten his manhood, and his profes- 
sional pride, as to lay bare the full extent of his own weak- 
ness at a moment when he was liable to be called upon 
for the exhibition of qualities of a far more positive and de- 
termined character. Still the feeling that was nppermost 
betrayed itself in the reply of Earing, though an indirect 

d covert manner. 
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** Yet. the TCMel ia iDug enough now/' he said^ ^ ft wi g h 
eye-flight has shown us all it is oo easy matter to ddiPe m 
freighted ship through the water as fast as one of yonr flying 
oratt can go, aboard of which no man can say who staads 
at the helm, by what compass she steers^ or what is her 
draught !'' 

'< Ay/' resumed Nigfathead, " I call the 'Caroline' £ut for 
an honest trader, and few square rigged boats are there, who 
do not wear the pennants of the king, that can eat her e«t 
of the wind, or bring her into their wake with studdiog^saifai 
abroad. But this is a time, and an hour, to make a seaman 
think. Look at yon haay light, here, in with the land, that 
is coming so fast down upon us, .and then tell me whether 
it comes from the coast of America, or whether it comes from 
out of the stranger who as been so long ranning under our 
lee, but who as got, or is fast getting, the wind of us at last, 
and yet none can say how or why. I hare Just this nocfa 
and no more to say: Giro me fbreonsort a craft whose cap- 
tain I know, or give me none 1" * 

<< Such is youi taste, Mr. Nighthead," said Wilder, cold- 
ly ; " mine may by some accident be very different" 

''Yes, yes," obserred the more cautious and prudent 
Earing, ** in time of war, and with letters of marque abroad, 
a man may honestly hope the sail he sees shoald have a 
stranger for her master : or otherwise he would nevw fall 
in with an enemy. But though an Bnglishman born myself, 
I shoald rather give the ship in that mist a clear sea, seeing 
that I neither know her nation nor her cruise. Ah, Captain 
Wilder, yonder is an awful sight for the momii^ watoh ! 
Often and often have I seen the sun rise in the east and no 
harm done ; but little good can come of a day when the 
light first breaks in the west Cheerfully would I give the 
owners the last month's pay, hard as I have earned it with 
my toil, did I' but know under what flag yonder stranger 
sails." 

*' Frenchman, 'Don, or devil, yonder* he comesT' etied 
Wilder. Then turning towards the silent and attentive 
crew ; he shouted, in a voice that was appaling by its 
vehemence and warning, ** Let run the alter halyards ! 
round with the fore-yard! round with it men with a 
will I" 

These were cries that the startled crew perfectly und<«?' 
stood. Every nerve and muscle were exerted to execute the 
orders in time to be in readiness for the approaching tempest 
No man spoke ; but each expended the utmost of his power 
and skill in direct and manly efibrts. Nor was there in verity 
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» moiMiit to loie, or a particle of haniaii strength expended 
bere wltbont a soffioient object. 

The lucid and fearfal-lookiog miAt, which for the last 
4|aarter of ao hour bad been gathering in the north-west, was 
nov diiving down upon them with the speed of a race horse. 
The air had already lost the damp and peculiar feeling of 
an easterly breeze; and little eddies wore beginning to 
flutter among the masts of the — precursors of the coming 
squall. Then a rushing roaring sound was heard moan- 
ing along the ooean, whose surface was first dimpled, next 
ruffled, and finally covered with one sheet of white elear and 
fpotless foam. At the next moment the power of the wind 
fell full upon the inert and labouring Bristol trader. 

As the gust approached, Wilder had seized the slight op- 
portunity afiforded by the changeful puffs of air, to get the 
ship as much as possible before the wind ; but the sluggish 
movement of the vessel met neither the wishes of his own 
impatience nor the exigencies of the moment. Her bows 
had slowly and heavily fallen off* from the north, leaving her 
precisely in a situation to receive the first shock on her 
hroadside, Happy it was for all who had life at risk in that 
defenceless vessel, that she was not fated to receive the 
whole weight of the tempest at a blow. The sails fluttered 
and trembled on their massive yards, bellying and collapsing 
alternately for a minute, and then the rushing wind swept 
over them in a hurricane. 

The ** Caroline'' received the blast like a stout and buoy- 
ant Aip, yielding readily to its impulse, until her side lay 
nearly ineumbent on the element in which she floated ; and, 
then, a« if the fearful £&bric were conscious of its jeopardy, 
it aeemed to lift its reclining aaasts again, struggling to work 
its way heavily through the water. 

^'Keep the helm a-weatherl Jam it a^weather, for your 
life V ahouted Wilder, amid the roar of the gust. 

The veteran seaman at the wheel obeyed the order with 
steadiness, but in vain he kept his eves rivetted on the mar- 
gin of his head tail, in order to watcii the manner the ship 
would obey its power. Twice more in as many moments the 
tall masts fell towards the horizon, waving as often grace- 
fully upward, and then they yielded to the mighty pressure 
of the wind until the whole machine lay prostrate on the 
water* 

*< Reflect ! '' said Wilder, seking the bewildered Earing 
by the arm, as the latter rushed madly up the steep of the 
deck ; ^* it is our duty to be calm : Bring hither an axe.'' 

Q^iick as the thought which gavo the order, the admor 
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iahed mate complied, jomping into the mizzen-cliaiinels of 
tbe ship to execute with his own hands the mandate that he 
well knew must follow. 

<* Shall I cut?'' he demanded, with uplifted arms, and in a 
voice that atoned for his momentary confusion by its steadi- 
ness and torce« 

" Hold ! Does the ship mind her helm at all V* * 

" Not an inch, sir." 

*• Then eut,'' Wilder clearly and calmly added. 

A singfle blow soiiiced for the discharge of the momen- 
tary act. Extended to the utmost powers of endurance, by 
the vast weight it upheld, the lanyard struck by Earing no 
sooner parted than each of its fellows snapped in soo- 
cession, leaving the mast dependant on itself alone for the 
support of all its ponderous and complicated hamper. The 
crackling of the wood came next;.and then the rigging fell, 
like a tree that had been sapped at its foundation, the little 
distance that still existed between it and the sea. 

<*I>oes she fall off?'' instantly called Wilder to the ob- 
servant seaman at the wheel. 

*' She yielded a liitle, sir ; but this new squall is bringing 
her up again." 

''Shall I cut?'^ shouted Earing from the main riggiog, 
whither he had leaped^ like a tiger who had bounded on 
his prey. 

"Cut!" was the answer. 

A loud and imposing crash soon succeeded this order, 
though not before several heavy blows had been struck into 
the massive mast itself. As before, the seas received the 
tumbling maze of spars, rigging, and sails ; the vessel sur- 
ging at the same instant from its recumbent position, and 
rolling far and heavily to windward. 

" She rights ! she rights ! " exclaimed twenty voices which 
had been hitherto mute, in a suspense that involved life and 
death. 

" Keep her dead away !^ added the still calm but deeply 
authoritative voice of the young commander. *< Stand by 
to furl the fore-topsail — let it hang a moment to drag the 
ship clear of the wreck — cut^cut — cheerily, men — hatchets 
and knives— cut with all, and cut o^all ! ** 

As the men now worked with the freshened vigour of re- 
vived hope, the ropes that still confined the falling spars to 
the vessel were quickly severed ; and the " Caroline,'* by this 
time dead before the gale, appeared barely to touch the foam 
that covered the sea, like a bird that was swift upon the 

wing skimming t))e waters, The winci came over the waste 
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in gusts that rambled like distant thunder, and with a powrr 
that seemed to threaten to lift the ship and its contents from 
its proper element, to deliver it to one still more variable 
and treacherous. As a prudent and sagacious seaman had 
let fly the halyards of the solitary sail that remained at the 
moment when the squall approached, the loosened but low- 
ered topsail was now distended in a manner that threatened 
to drag after it the only mast which still stood. Wilder in- 
stantly saw the necessity of getting rid of this sail, and he 
also saw the utter impossibility of securing it. Calling Ear- 
ing to his side, he pointed out the danger, and gave the 
necessary order. 

'^Yon spar cannot stand such shocks much longer,^' he 
concluded ; ** and should it go over the bows, some fatal 
blow might be given to- the ship at the rate she is moving. 
A man or two must be sent aloft to cut the sails from the 
yards." 

^* The stick is bending like a willow whip,^' returned the 
mate, ** and the lower mast itself is sprang. There would 
be great danger in trusting a life in that top, while such 
wild squalls as these are breathing around us.'' 

'' You may be right,*' returned Wilder, with a sudden 
conviction of the truth of what the other had said : '' Stay 
yoa then hero; and if anything befal me, try to get, the 
vessel into port as far north as the Capes of Yiiginia, at 
least ;— on iiojaccount attempt Hatteras, in the present con- 
diUon of "— 

** What would you do. Captain Wilder P*' interrupted the 
mate laying his hand powerfully on the shoulder of his com- 
mander, who, he observed, had already thrown his sea-cap 
on the deck, and was preparing to divest himself of some of 
bis outer garments. 

**• I go aloft to ease the mast of that top-sail, without which 
we lose the spar, and possibly the ship." 

** Ay, ay, I see that plain enough ; but shall it be said. 
Another did the duty oi Edward Earing? It is your busi- 
ness to carry the vessel into the Capes of Yirginia, and mine 
to cut (he topsail adrift. If harm comes to me, why, put it 
iu the log, with a word or two about the manner in which I 
played my part: That is always the best and most proper 
epitaph for a sculor." 

Wilder made no resistance, bat resumed his watchful and 
reflecting attitude, with the simplicity of one who had been 
too long trained to the discharge of certain obligations him- 
self» to manifest surprise that another should acknowledge 
their imperative chumcter. ?n the meaptime, Earing pror 
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cf ffted steadily to perfonn wbat be had jast pramued. 
PfiMinf: fMto the waist of the ship, he proyided himself with 
a Kuftahle hatchet, and then without speaking a syllable 
to any of the mate bat attentive seamen, he sprang inio the 
fore-ng|H^fig every strand and rope-yam of which was tighten- 
ed by the strain nearly to snapping. The understanding of 
his observers comprehended his intention ; and with pre. 
eisety Uie same pride of station as had urged him to the 
dangerous undei^taking, four or five of the old manners 
jumped upon the ratttings, to mount with him into an 
air that appacently teemed with a hundred hurricanes. 

** Lie down out of that fore-rigging/' shouted Wilder, 
through a deok^trampet ; ^^ lie down ; all, but the mate, 
lie down!'' His words were borne past the inattentive 
ears of the excited and mortified followers of Earing, but 
they failed of their efieet Each man was too much bent 
en his own earnest purpose to listen to the sounds of recall. 
In less than a minute Che whole were scattered along the 
yards, prepared to obey the signal of their officer. The 
mate oast a look about him ; and perceiving that the time 
was comparatirely favourable, he struck a blow upon the 
large rope that contned one of the angles of the distended 
and bursting sail to the lower yard. The effect was mucii 
the same as would be produced by knocking away the 
key-stone of an iHMsemented arch. The canvass broke 
from all its fastenings with a loud explosion, and for an 
instant was seen sailing in the air ahead of the ship, as 
though sostained on the wings of an eegle. The vessel rose 
on a sluggish wave-^-the lingering remains of the former 
breeze — and then .settled heavily over the rolling soige, 
home down alike by its own weight and the renewed vio- 
lenceof thegasts. At this critical instant, while the sea- 
men aloft were still gasing in (ha direction in which the 
little cloud of canvass had disappeared, a lanyard of th^ 
lower rigging parted wi<^ a crack that even reached the ears 
of Wilder. 

** Lie down I' ' he shouted fearfully through his trumpet ; 
'* down by the backstays ; down for your lives ; every man 
of you, down!" 

A solitary individual of them all profited by the warning, 
and was seen gliding towards the deck with the velocity of 
the wind. But rope parted after rope, and the fatal snap- 
ping of t^e wood instantly followed. For a moment, the 
towering maae tottered, and seemed to wave towards every 
-quarter of the heavens ; and then, yielding to the movem<»nts 
of the hull, the whole fell with a heavy crash into the sea. 
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£aeli oord, lanyard, or jtaj saapp^d, when it received the 
strain of it« new position, aa though it had been made oC 
thread, leaving the naked and despoiled hnll of the *^ Caro- 
line*' to drive onward before the tempest, as if nothing had 
ooearred to impede its progress. 

A mute and eloquent pause soooeeded this disaster. It 
appeared as if the elements themselves were iqppeased bj 
their work, and somethtng like a momentary lull in the 
awful rushing of the winds might have been fancied. Wik 
der sprang to the side of the vessel, and distinctly beheld 
the victims, who still clung to their frail support He 
even saw Earing waving his hand, in adieu, with a seaman's 
heart, and like a man who not only felt how desperate was 
iiis situation, bat one who knew how to meet his fate with 
resignation. Then the wreck of spars, with all who clung 
to it, was swallowed up in the body of the frightful preterr 
natural-looking mist, which extended on every side of them, 
from the ocean to the elouds. 

'< Stand l^, to clear away a boat 1" shouted Wilder, with- 
out pausing to think of the impossibility of one's swimming, 
or of effecting the least good, in so violent a toniado. 

But the amazed and confounded seamen who remained 
needed not instruction in this matter. No man moved, 
nor was the smallest symptom of obedience given. The 
mariners looked wildly around them,, each endeavouring 
to trace in the dusky countenance of the other^ his oj^nion 
of the extent of the evil; but not a mouth was opened 
- among them all. 

<< It is too late — it is too late !" mnrmured Wilder to him'« 
self ; '* human idull and human eibrts eoukl not save 
them V 

*< Sail, ho r Nighthead muttered at his elbow, in a voice 
that teemed with a speeies of superstitious awe. 

''*■ ltd him come on/' returned his young eommander, 
bitterly ; ^* the mischief is ready finished to his hands T' 

<< Should yon be a mortal ship it is onr dnty to the 
owners and ike passengers to speak her, if a man can make 
his voice heard in this tempest,'' the second mate continued, 
pointing through the base, at the dim object that was cer- 
tainly at hand. 

^^ Speak her !-^pas8engers!" muttered Wilder, involun- 
tarily repeating his words. ^* No ; any thing is better than 
speaking her. Do yon see the vessel that is driving down 
upon us so fast?'' he sternly demanded of the watchful sea* 
matt who still duirg to the wheel of the ** Caroline.^ 

** Ay, ay, sir,*' was the brief professional reply* 
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** Give her a berth — sheer away hard to port — perhaps be 
may pass us in the gloom, now we are no higher than our 
decks. Give the ship a broad sheer, I say, sir." 

The same laconic answer as before was given ; and for a 
few moments, the Bristol trader was seen diverging a little 
from the line in which the other approached ; but a second 
glance assured Wilder that the attempt was useless. The 
strange ship (and every man on board felt certain it was the 
same that had so long been seen hanging in the north- 
western horizon) came on, through the mist, with a swift- 
ness that nearly equalled the velocity of the tempestuous 
winds themselves. Not a thread of canvass was seen on 
board her. Each line of spars, even to the tapering and 
delicate top-gallant-masts, was in its place, preserving the 
beauty and symmetry of the whole fabric ; but nowhere 
was the smallest fragment of a sail opened to the gale. 
Under her bows rolled a volume of foam, that was even 
discernible amid the universal agitation of the ocean ; and 
as she came within sound, the sullen roar of the water 
might have been likened to the noise of a cascade. At first 
the spectators on the decks of the ** Caroline'' believed 
they were not seen, and some of the men called madly for 
lights, in order that the disasters of the night might not 
terminate in the dreaded encounter. 

*<No!'' exclaimed Wilder; '*too many see ns there 
already !" 

'' No, no,'' muttered Nighthead ; *^ no fear but we are 
seen ; and by such eyes, too, as never yet looked out of 
mortal head V* 

The seamen paused. In another instant, the long-seen 
and mysterious ship was within a hundred feet of them. 
The very power of that wind which was wont usually to 
raise the billows, now pressed the element with the weight 
of mountains into its bed. The sea was every where a sheet 
of froth, but no water swelled above the level of the surface. 
The instant a wave lifted itself from the security of the vast 
depths, the fluid was borne away before the tornado in dri- 
ving glittering spray. Along this frothy but comparatiyely 
motionless surface, then the stranger came booming with 
the steadiness and grandeur with which a dark cload is 
seen to sail before the hurricane. No sign of life was any 
where discovered about her. If men looked out from their 
secret places upon the straightened and discomfited wreck 
of the Bristol trader, it was covertly and as darkly as the 
tempest before which they drove. Wilder held his breath, 
for the moment the stranger drew nighe^t, in the very excess 
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of saspense ; but as he saw no signal of recognition, no human 
form, nor any intention to arrest, if possible, the fnrioas 
career of the other, a smile of exultation gleemed across his 
coantenance, and his lips moYcd rapidly^ astiMdghhe found 
pleasure in being abandoned to his distress. The stranger 
drove by like a dark vision, and ere another minute her 
form was beginning to grow less distinct, in a thickening 
body of the spray to leewaid, 

*« She is going oat of ngbt in the mist 1 '' exclaimed Wil- 
der, when he drew bis breath after the fearfot suspense of 
the few last moments. 

** Ay, in mist or elonds,^^ responded Nighthead, who now 
kept obstinately at his elbow, WBtehiog, with the most 
jealous distrust^ the smallest movement of his unknown 
commander* 

" In the heavonS) or in the sea, I care ttot, provided she 
be gone/^ 

'' Most seamen wonld rejoice to see a strange sail, from 
the hull of a vessel Abated to the deck like this/' 

" Men often eotirt their destraetion, (\tom ignorance of 
their own interests. Let him drive on, say I, and pray I! 
He goes four feet to our one *, and now I aisk no better favour 
than that this horrieane may blow nntff the sun shall 
rise. 

Nighthead started, and cast an oblioue gfance which re- 
sembled denunciation, at his companion. To his blunted 
faculties, and superstitions mind, there was profanity in thus 
invoking the tempest, at a moment when the winds seemed 
already to be pouring out their utmost wrath. 

«« This is a heavy squall, I will allow,** he said, '* And such 
an cme as many mariners pass whole lives wltlont seeing ; 
bat he knows little of the sea who thinks there is not more 
wind where this comes from." 

•< Let it blow ! '' cried the other, striking his hands together 
a little wildly ; " I pray only for wind!" 

All the doubts of Nighthead, as to the character of the 
young stranger who had 90 unaccountably got possession of 
the office of Nicholas Kichols, if indeed any remained, were 
now removed. He walked forward among the silent and 
thoughtful crew, with the air of a man whose opinion was 
settled. Wilder, however, paid no attention to the move- 
ments of his subordinate, but continued pacing the deck for 
hoars ; now casting his eyes at the heavens, or now sending 
frequent and anxious glances around the limited horizon, 
while the *' Royal Caroline" still continued drifting before 
the wind, a shorn and naked wreck. 

5.3 



WB THE RKD ROVER, 



CHAPTER XVII. 

" fiit still, and bear the last of oar sea sorrow." 

8haketp€ar€. 

Thr weight of the tempest had been felt at that hapless 
moment when Earing and his unfortunate companions were 
precipitated from their giddy eleyation into the sea. Though 
the wind continued to blow long after this fatal event, it was 
with a constantly diminishing power. As the gale decreased 
the sea began to rise, and the vessel to labour in proportion. 
Then followed two hours of anxious watchfulness on the 
part of Wilder, during which the whole of his professional 
knowledge was needed, in order to keep the despoiled hull 
of the Bristol trader from becoming a prey to the greedy 
waters. His consummate skill, however, proved equal to 
the task that was required at his hands ; and just as the 
symptoms of day were becoming visible along the east, both 
wind and waves were rapidly subsiding together. During 
the whole of this doubtful period, our adventurer did not 
receive the smallest assistance from any of the crew, with 
the exception of two experienced seamen, whom he had 
previously stationed at the wheel. But to this neglect he 
was indi£ferent, since little more was required than his own 
judgment, seconded, as it faithfully was, by the exertion of 
the mariners more immediately under his eye. 

The day dawned on a scene entirely different from that 
which had marked the tempestuous deformity of the night. 
The whole fury of the winds appeared to have been expen- 
ded in their precocious effort. From the moderate gale to 
which they had fallen by the end of the middle watch, they 
farther altered to a vacillating breeze ; and, ere the son had 
risen, the changeful air had subsided into a flat calm. The 
sea went down as suddenly as the power which had raised 
it vanished, and by the time the broad golden light of the 
sun was shed fairly and fully upon the unstable element, it 
lay unruffled and polished, though still gently heaving in 
swells so long and heavy as to resemble the placid respiration 
of a sleeping infant 4 

The hoar was still early, and the serene appearance of the 
sky and the ocean gave every promise of a day which might 
be passed in devising the expedients necessary to bring 
the ship again, in some measure, under the conunand of his 
people. 

** Sound the pumps,'' said Wilder^ observing that the crew 
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were appearing from the different places in which they ha^ 
bestowed their cares and their peisons together, during the 
later hours of the night. 

** Do you hear me, sir ? '' he added sternly, observing that 
no one moved to obey his order. ** Let the pumps be sounded, 
and the ship cleared of every inch of water.'' 

Nighthead, to whom Wilder had now addressed himself, 
regarded his commander with an oblique and sullen eye, 
and then exchanged singularly intelligent glances with his 
comrades, before he saw fit to make the smallest motion to- 
wards compliance. But there was that in the authoritative 
mien of his superior, which finally induced him to comply. 
The dilatory manner in which the seamen performed the 
duty was quickened, however, as the rod ascended, and the 
well-known signs of a formidable leak met their eyes. The 
experiment was repeated with greater activity and with far 
more precision. 

** If witchcraft can elear the hold of a ship that is already 
half full of water,^ »aid Nighthead, casting another sullen 
glance towards the attentive Wilder, ** the sooner it is done 
the better ; for the whole cunning of something more than 
a bungler in the same will be needed, in order to make the 
pumps of the * Royal Caroline' suck 1" 

" Does the ship leak ? " demanded his superior, with a 
quickness of utterance which sufficiently proclaimed how 
important he deemed the intelligence. 

'* Yesterday, I would have boldly put my name to the 
articles of any craft that floats the ocean ; and, had the 
captain asked me if I understood her nature and character, 
as certain as that my name is Francis Nighthead, I should 
have told him, yes. But I find that the oldest seaman may 
still learn something of the water, though it should be got in 
crossing a ferry in a flat." 

** What mean you, sir?" demanded Wilder, who for the 
first time began to note the mutinous looks assumed by his 
mate, no less than the threatening manner in which he was 
seconded by the crew. ** Have the pamps rigged without 
delay, and clear the ship of the water." 

Nighthead slowly complied with the former part of this 
order; and in a few moments every thing was arranged to 
fomroence the necessary, and, as it would seem, urgent duty 
of pumping. But no man lifted his hand to the laborious 
CJPployment. The quick eye of Wilder, who had now taken 
ttie ajarm, was not slow in detecting this reluctance, and he 
repeated the order more sternly, calling to two of the sea- 
men, by name, to set the example of obedience. The mcu 
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hentated, fitini^ an opportuiiitjr to the iiiatd to canfifm them 
by fais Yoiee in their mutinoas iiitention«. 

'* What need of hands to work a pnmp in a veiisel like 
this ?*' he asid, with a ooaise laagb, biit in which secret 
terror struggled strangely with open malice. *' After what 
we have all seen this night, none here will be amazed, 
should the yessel begin to spout oat the brine like a breath- 
log whale/' 

*' What am I to understand by this hesitation and by this 
language V said Wilder, approacking Nighthead with a firm 
step, and an eye too proud to quail before the plainest symp- 
toms of insubordinatioB. **!» it you, sir, who should be fore- 
most in exertion at a moment like this, who dares to set an 
example of disobedience?'' 

The mate reeoiled a pace, and his lips mored, still he 
uttered no audible reply. Wilder once more bade him, in 
a calm and authoritative tone, lay his own hands to the 
brake. Nighthead then ibund his Tdce, in time to make 
a flat refusal, and at the next moment he was felled to the 
feet of his indignant commander, by a blow he had neither 
the address nor the power to Jreiist. This aet of decision was 
snoceeded by one nngle moment of breathless wavering 
silence among the crew, and then the common ety, and the 
general rush of every man upon out def\sneeless and solitary 
adventurer, were the i»lgnals that open hostility had com- 
menced. A shriek from the quarter-deck arrested their 
efibrts, just as a dosen hands were laid violently upon the 
person of Wilder, and, for the moment, occasioned a truce. 
It was the fearful ery of Gertrude, which possessed even the 
influence to still the savage intentions ef a set of beings so 
rude and so unnurtured as those whose passions had just 
been awakened into fierce activity. Wilder was released, 
and all eyes turned, by a common impulse, in the direction 
of the sound. 

During the more momentous hours of the past night, the 
very existence of the passengers below had been foigotten 
by most of those whose duty kept them to the deck. If 
they had been recalled at all to the recollection of any, it 
was at those fieeting moments when the mind of the young 
mariner who directed the movements of the ship found lei- 
sure to catch Mtolen glimpses of softer scenes than the wild 
warring of the elements that was so actively raging before 
his eyes. Nighthead had named them, as he woaJd have 
made allusion to a part of the cargo, but their fate bad little 
influence on his hardened nature. Mrs. Wyllys and her 

~ ">rge had therefore remained below during the whole 
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period, perfectly anapprised of the disasters of the interven- 
ing: time. Buried in the recesses of their berths, they had 
heard the roaring of the winds, and the incessant washing 
of the waters, bat these osaal accompaniments of a storm 
had served to conceal the crashing of masts, and the hoarse 
cries of the mariners. For the moments of terrible suspense, 
while the Bristol trader lay on her side, the better informed 
governess had indeed some fearful glimmerings of the truth ; 
but, conscious of her uselessness, and unwilling to alarm her 
less instructed companion, she bad sufficient self-command 
to be mute. The subsequent silence and comparative calm 
induced her to believe that she had been mistaken in her 
apprehensions ; and, long ere morning dawned, both she and 
Gertrude had sunk into sweet and refreshing slumbers. 
They bad risen and mounted to the deck together, and were 
still in the first burst of their wonder at the desolation which 
met their gaze, when the long-meditated attack on Wilder 
was made. 

''What means this awful change?'' demanded Mrs. 
Wyllys, with a lip that quivered, and a cheek which, not- 
withstanding the extraordinary power she possessed over 
her feelings, was blanched to the colour of death. 

The eye of Wilder was glowing, and his brow was dark 
as those heavens from which they had just so happily 
escaped, as he answered, menacing his assailants with an 
arm — 

*' It means mutiny, madam ! rascally, cowardly mutiny ! ^* 

*' Could mutiny strip a vessel of her masts, and leave hei 
a helpless log upon the sea ? *' 

'* Hark ye, madam ! '* roughly interrupted the mate ; '* to 
you I will speak freely, for it is well known who you are, 
and that jou came on board the ' Caroline * a paying pas- 
senger. This night have I seen the heavens and the ocean 
behave as I have never seen them behave before. Ships 
have been running afore the wind, light and buoyant as 
corks, with all their spars stepped and ready, when other 
ships have been shaved of every mast as close as the razoi 
sweeps the chin. Cruisers have been fallen in with, sailing 
without living hands to work them; and, altogether, no 
man here has ever before passed a middle watch like the 
one gone by." 

*' And what has this to do with the violence I have just 
witnessed ? Is the vessel fated to endure every evil ! — Can 
y9u explain this, Mr. Wilder?" 

'' You cannot say, at least, you had no warning of danger/' 
returned Wilder, smiling bitterly. 
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^'Ay, the devil ift obiiged to be honest on compuL»ioii/' 
resumed the mate. '* Each of his imps sails with his orders^ 
and) thank Heaven I however he may be minded to over- 
look the same, be has neither courage nor power to do it. 
Otherwise, a peaceful voyage wookt be such a rarity in 
these unsettled times, that few men would be found hardy 
enough to venture on the water for a livelihood.-^A warn« 
ing 1 Ay, we will own you gavo us open and frequent warn- 
ing. It was a notice that the eonngnee should not have 
overlooked, when Nicholas Ntehois met with the hurty as 
the anchor was leaving the bottom. I never knew an acci- 
dent happen at such a time, and no evil come of it. Then 
bad we a warning vrith the old man in the boat; besides the 
never-failing ill'laek of sendii^ the pilot violently out of 
the ship. As if all this vniao't enough, instead of taking a 
hint, and lying peaceably at our anchors, we got the ship 
under weighs and lefk a safe and friendly harbour on a Fri- 
day, of all the days in a week ! * So far from being sur- 
prised at what has hi^ppened, I only wonder at finding my- 
self still a livli^ man; the reason of which is simply this, 
that I have given my feith where faith only is due, and not 
to unknown mariners and strange commanders. Had Ed- 
ward Earii^ doite the same, he might still have had a plank 
between him aud the bottom ; but, though half inclined to 
believe in the truth, he had, after all, too much leaning to 
superstition and credulity.'' 

This laboured and cbaraeteristfc profession of faith in the 
mate, though snflleiently intelligible to Wilder, was still a 
perfect enigma to his female listeners. But Nighthead had 
not formed his resoluticm by halves, neither had he gone 
thus far with any intention to stop short of the compledon 
of his whole design. In a very few summary words he ex- 
plained to Mrs. Wyllys the desolate condition of the ship, 
and the utter improbability that she could continue to float 
many hours, since actual observation had told him that her 
lower hold was already half full of water. 

'^And what is then to be done?'^ demanded the governess, 
easting a glance of bitter distress towarde the pallid and 

* The superstition, that Friday is an evil day, was not peculiar to 
Nightiiiead ; it prevails, more or less, among seamen to t^ hour. An 
intelligent merchant of Connecticat had a desbee to do his part in eradi- 
cating an impression that is sometimes ineonvooient. He caused the 
keel of a vessel to be laid on a Friday, she was laundied on a Friday, 
named the " Friday,'' and sailed on her first voyatre on a Friday. Un- 
fortunately for the success of this weU-inteutionea experimont, ueUber 
vessel nor crew W9re ever again heard of ! 
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cOentiTe Gertrade. " Is there no sail in sight to take us 
from the wreck ? or mast we perish in oar helplessness t" 

" God protect us from any more strange sails!" exclaimed 
the surly Nighthead. "There we haye the pinnace hang- 
ing at the stern, and here most be land at some forty 
leagues to the north-west. Water and food are plenty, 
and twelve stout hands can soon pull a boat to the conti- 
nent of America; that is, always provided, America Is 
left where it was seen no later than at the sunset of yes- 
terday." 

" You then propose to abandon the vessel t " 

'' I do. The interest of the owners is dear to all good 
seamen, but life is sweeter than gold.'' 

'^ The will of heaven be done ! But surely you meditate 
no violence against this gentleman, who, I am quite eertain, 
has governed the veisel in very critical circumstances, with 
« dkcretioB far beyond his vears !" 

Nighthead mattered his Intentions, whatever they might 
foe, to himself; and then he walked apart, apparently <o 
confer with the men, who already seem^i but too well dis- 
posed to second any of his views, however mistaken or law- 
less. Daring the few moments of suspense that succeeded, 
Wilder stood silent and composed, a smile of something like 
scorn struggling about his lip, and maintaining the air rather 
of one who had power to decide on the fortunes of others, 
than of a man whose own fate was most probably at that 
very moment in discussion. When the dull minds of the 
seamen had arrived at their eonclusion^ the mate advanced 
to proclaim the result. Indeed words were unnecessary, in 
order to make known a very material part of their decision, 
for a party of the men proceeded instantly to lower the stem- 
boat into the water, while others set about supplying it with 
the necessary means of subsistence. 

^' There is room for all the Christians in the ship to stow 
tliemselves in this pinnace,'^ resumed Nighthead, ** and as 
for those that place their dependence on any particular per- 
sons, why, let them call for aid where they have been used 
to receive it." 

** From all which I am to infer that ft is your intention,'' 
said Wilder, calmly, " to abandon the wreck and your 
duty?" 

The half-awed but still resentful mate returned a look 
in which fear and triumph struggled for the mastery, as he 
answered — 

"You who know how to sail a ship without a t?rew, can 
never want a boat I Besides, you shall nc^r say to your 
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friends, whoever they may be, that we leave yon without the 
means of reaching the land, if you are indeed a land- bird at 
all. There is the launch/' 

''There is the launch ! but well do you know that, without 
masts, all your united strengths could not lift it from the 
decks ; else would it not be left/' 

^ They that took the masts out of the ' Caroline ' can put 
them in again/' rejoined a grinning seaman ; *' it will not 
be an hour after we leave you before a sheer-hulk will come 
alongside to step the spars again, and then you may go 
cruise in company/' 

Wilder appeared to be superior to any reply. He began 
to pace the deck, thoughtful, it is true, but still composed, 
and entirely self-possessed. In the meantime, as a common 
desire to quit the wreck as soon as possible actuated all the 
men, their preparations advanced with incredible activity. 
The wondering and alarmed feiftales had hardly time to think 
clearly on tl|e extraordinary situation in which they found 
themselves, before they saw the form of the helpless master 
borne past them to the boat ; and in another minute they 
were summoned to take their places at his side. 

1 hus imperiously called upon to act, they began to feel the 
necessity of decision. Remonstrances, they u:ared, would 
be useless ; for the fierce and malignant looks which were 
cast from time to time at Wilder, as the labour proceeded, 
proclaimed the danger of awakening such obstinate and ig- 
norant minds into renewed acts of violence. The governess 
bethought her of an appeal to the wounded man ; but the 
look of wild care which he had cast about him, on being 
lifted to the deck, and the expression of bodily and mental 
pain that gleamed across his rugged features, as he buried 
them in the blankets by which he was enveloped, but too 
plainly announced that little assistance was, in his present 
condition, to be expected from him. 

''What remains for us to do?" she at length demanded 
of the seemingly insensible object of her concern. 

" I would I knew !" he answered quickly, casting a keen 
but hurried glance around the whole horizon. '* It is not 
improbable that they should reach the shore. Four-and- 
twenty hours of calm will assure it." 

"And if otherwise?" 

" A blow at north-west, or from any quarter off the land, 
will prove their ruin." 

"But the ship?" 

" If deserted, she must sink." 

<' Then will I speak in your favour to these hearts of SintI 
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I know not wby I feel such interest in yoar welfare, inex- 
plicable young man, but mu^h would I suffer ratber tban 
believe that you incurred this peril." 

'^ Stop, dearest madam/' said Wilder, respectfully ar- 
resting her movement with bis hand. " I cannot leave the 
vessel." 

'* We know not yet. The most stubborn natures may be 
subdued ; even ignorance can be made to open its ears at 
the voice of entreaty^ I may prevail." 

*< There is one temper to be quelled — one reason to con- 
vince — one prejudice to conquer^ over which you have no 
power." 

"*Whoseisthat?" 

" My own," 

" What mean yon, sir? Surely you are not weak enough 
to suffer resentment against such beings to goad you to an 
act of madness ?" 

'* Do I seem mad ?" demanded Wilder. '* The feeling by 
which I am governed may be false, but such as it is, it is 
grafted on my habits, my opinions ; I will say my principles. 
Honour forbids me to quit a ship that I command while a 
plank of her is afloat." 

'* Of what use can a single arm prove at such a crisis ?" 

"None," he answered, with a melancholy smile. /'I 
must die, in order that others, who may be serviceable here- 
after, should do their duty," 

'' Both Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude stood regarding his 
kindling eye, but otherwise placid countenance, with looks 
whose concern amounted to horror. The former read, in 
the very composure of his mien, the unalterable character of 
his resolution ; and the latter, shuddering as the prospect of 
the cruel fate which awaited him crowded on her mind, felt 
a glow about her own youthful heart that almost tempted 
her to believe his self-devotion commendable. But the 
governess saw new reasons for apprehension in the determi- 
nation of Wilder. If she had hitherto felt reluctance to 
trust herself and her ward with a band such as that which 
now possessed the sole authority, it was more than doubly 
increased by the rude and noisy summons she received to 
hasten and take her place among them. 

" Would to Heaven I knew in what manner to choose !" 
she exclaimed* *' Speak to us, young man, a« you would 
counsel mother and sister." 

" Were I so fortunate as to possess relatives so near and 
dear," returned the other with emphasis, '* nothing should 
si»par4te ns at a tinie Uke tbi^.' 
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<^ Is tiiere hope for Uiose who remain on the wreck ?" 

" Bat little/' 

"And in the boat?'' 

It was near a minute before Wilder made any answer. 
He again tamed his look around the bright and broad 
horizon, and he appeared to study the heavens in the direc- 
tion of the distant oontinent, with infinite oare. No omen 
that could indicate the probable character of the weather 
escaped his yigilance, while his countenance reflected all 
the yarioufl emotions by which he was gOTcrned, as he 
gazed. 

" As I am a man, madam/' he answered with fervour, 
" and one who. is bound not only to coonsel hut to protect 
your sex, I distrust the time. I think thp chance of being 
•een by some passing sail equal to the probability that those 
who adTcntare in the pinnace will ever reach the land/' 

" Then let us remain/' said Gertrude, the blood for the 
irst time since her re-appearance on deck, rushing into her 
colourless cheeks until they appeared charged to fulness. 
^ I like not the wretchea who would be our companions in 
that boat/' 

" Away, away !" impatiently shouted Nighthead, '< Each 
minute of light is a week of life to us all, and CTeiy moment 
of calm, a year. Away, away, or we leave you!'' 

Mrs. Wyllys answered not, bat she stood the image of 
doubt and painful indecision. Then the splash of oars was 
heard in the water, and at the next moment the pinnace was 
seen gliding over the elesMnt,: impelled by the strong arms 
of six powerful rowers. 

" Stay !" shrieked the governess, no longer undetermined ; 
^^ receive my child though you abandon me'?" 

A wave of the hand, and an indistinct rumbling in the 
coarse tones of the mate, were the only answers given to 
her appeal. A long, deep, and breathing silence followed 
among the deserted. The grim coantenances of the seamen 
in the pinnace soon became confused and indistinct ; and 
then the boat itself began to lesson on the eye, until it 
seemed no more than a dark and distant speck rising and 
falling with the flow and reflux of the blue waters. Baring 
all this time, not even a whispered word was spoken. £ach 
of the party gazed until sight grow dim at the receding 
object ; and it was only when his organs refased to convey 
the tiney image to his brain, that WHder himself shook off 
the impression of the sort of trance into which he had fallen. 
His look became bent on his companions, and he pressed 
^is hand upon his forehead, as though his brain were 
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bewildered by the deep responsibility he had assumed in 
advising them to remain. But the sickeniDg apprehension 
quickly passed away, leaving in its place a firmer mind, and 
a resolotion too often tried in scenes of doubtfol issae, to be 
long or easily shaken from its calmness and sell-possession. 

** They are gone I'' he exclaimed, breathing Icmg and 
heavilj) like one whose respiration had been unnatamlly 
sospended. 

** They are gone!'' echoed the goiremess, turning an eye 
that was contracted with the intensity of her care on the 
marble-like and motionless form of her pupil. '* There is 
no longer any hope.*' 

The look that Wilder bestowed on the same silent but 
lovely statue was scarcely less expressive than the gaze of 
her who had nurtured the infkncy of the Southern Heiress 
in innocence and love. His brow grew thonghtfhl, and his 
Kps became compressed, while all the resources of his fer- 
tile imagination and loqg experience gathered in his mind 
in engrossing, intense reflection. 

''Is there hope?'' demanded the goterness, who was 
watching the change of his working countenance with an 
attention that nerer swerved. 

The gloom passed away from his swarthy features, and 
the smile that lighted them was like the radiance of the sun, 
as it breaks through the blackest vapours of the drifting 
gust. 

'* There is f he said with firmness ; '^ our case is far from 
desperate.*' 

" Then, may He who rules the ocean and the land receive 
the praise !" cried the grateful governess, giving vent to her 
long-suppressed agony in a flood of tears. 

Gertrude cast herself upon the neck of Mrs. Wyllys, and 
for a minute their unrestrained emotions were mingled. 

'< And now, my dearest madam," said Gertrude, leaving 
the arms of her governess, *' let us trust to the skill of Mr. 
Wilder ; he has foreseen and foretold this danger ; equally 
well may he predict our safety.*' 

" Foreseen and foretold," returned the other, in a man- 
ner to show that her faith in the professional prescience of 
the stranger, was not altogether so unbounded as that of 
her more youthful and ardent companion. '' No mortal 
could have foreseen this awful calamity ; and least of all, 
foreseeing it, would he have sought to incur its danger! 
Mr, Wildei, I will not annoy you with requests for expla- 
nations tbatmight now be useless, but you will not refuse to 
communicate your grounds of hope.'* 
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Wilder hastened to relieve a cariosity that he well knew 
must be as painful as it was natural. The mutineers had 
left the largest, and much the safest of the two boats 
belonging to the wreck, from a desire to improve the calm, 
well knowing that hours of severe labour would be neces- 
sary to launch it from the place it occupied between the 
stumps of the two principal- masts, into the ocean. This 
operation, which might have been executed in a few minutes 
with the ordinary purchases of the ship, would have required 
all their strength united, and that, too, to be exercised with 
a discretion and care that would have consumed too many 
of those moments which they rightly deemed to be so 
precious at that wild and unstable season of the year. Into 
this little ark. Wilder proposed to convey such articles of 
comfort and necessity as he might hastily collect from the 
abandoned vessel ; and then entering it with his companions, 
to await the critical instant when the wreck should sink 
from beneath them. 

'* Call you this hope V exclaimed Mrs. Wyllys, when his 
short explanation was ended, her cheek again blanching 
with disappointment. '< I have heard that the gulf, which 
foundering vessels leave, swallows all lesser objects that 
are floating nigh V 

'* It sometimes happens. For worlds I would not deceive 
you ; and I now say that I think our chance for escape 
equal to that of being engulfed with the vessel.'^ 

''This is terrible!'' murmured the governess, ''but the 
will of heaven be done! Cannot ingenuity supply the 
place of strength, and the boat be cast from the decks before 
the fatal moment arrives?'' 

Wilder shook his head in an unequivocal negative. 

'' We are not so weak as you may think us,'' said Ger- 
trude. *^ Give a direction to our efforts, and let us see what 
may yet be done. Here is Cassandra," she added — turning 
to the black girl already introduced to the reader, who 
stood behind her young and ardent mistress, with the man- 
tle and shawls of the latter thrown over her arm, as if about 
to attend her on an excursion for the morning — *' here is 
Cassandra, who alone has nearly the strength of a man." 

*' Had she the strength of twenty, I should despair of 
launching the boat without the aid of machinery. But we 
lose time in words; I will go below, in order to judge of tho 
probable duration of our doubt; and then to our preparations. 
Even you, fair and fragile as you seem, lovely being, may aid 
in the latter." 

He then pointed out such lighterobjectsad would be neces- 
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sary to ihmx comfort^ should thejr be 4o fortunate as to get 
clear of the. wrecks and advised their being put into the boat 
without delay. While the three females were thus usefully 
employed^ he descended into the hold of the ship^in order to 
note the increase of the water, and make his oaleulations on the 
tuae that would elapse before the ^sinking fabrie must en- 
tirely disappear. The fact proved their ease to be more 
alarming than even Wilder had been led to expect. Strip* 
ped of her masts the yessel had laboured so heaTilyi as to 
open many of her seams ; and as the upper works began to 
settle beneath the level of the ooe)in» the influx of the ele^ 
ment was increasing with fiightful rapidity. As the young 
mariner gaaed about him with an understanding eye, he 
cursed in the bitterness of his hearty the ignorance and super* 
stition that had caused the desertion of the remainder of the 
crew. There existed, in reality, no evil that exertion and 
skill oould not have remedied) but deprived of all aid, he 
at onoe saw the folly of even attempting to procrastinate a 
catastrophe that was new unavoidable^ Returning with a 
heavy heart to the deck, he immediately set about those dis- 
positions which were necessary to afford them the smallest 
chance of escape. 

While his companions deadened the Sense of apprehension 
by their light but equally necessary employment, Wilder 
stepfted the two masts of the boat, and properly disposed of 
the sails, and those other implements tiiat might be useful 
in the event of success. Thus occupied, a couple of houis 
flew by, as though minutes were compressed into moments. 
At the expiration of that period, his labour bad celuBed. 
He then out the gripes that bad kept the. launch in its plaoe 
when the ship was in motion, leaving it standing upright on 
its wooden beds, but in no other manner oonneeted with 
the hull, which, by this time, had settled so low as to create 
apprehension^ that, at any moment, it might sink from be- 
neath them. After this measure of precaution was taken, 
the females were summoned to the boat, lest the crisis might 
be nearer than he supposed ; lor he weU knew that a foun- 
dering ship was like a tottering wall, liable at any moment 
to yield to the impulse of the downward pressure. He then 
commenced the scarcely less necessary operation of selec- 
tion among the chaos of articles with which the ill-direeted 
seal of his companions had so cumbered the boat, that there 
was hardly room left in which they might dispose oi their 
more precious persons. Notwithstanding the often repeated 
and vociferous remonstrances of the negress, boxes, trunks, 
and packages flew from either nde of the launch, as though 

T 3 
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Wilder had no consideration for the comfort and care of 
that fair being in whose behalf Cassandra, unheeded, like 
her ancient namesake of Troy, lifted her voice often in the 
tones of remonstrance. The boat was soon cleared of what, 
under their circumstances, was literally lumber ; leaving, 
however, far more than enough to meet all their wants, and 
not a few of their comforts, in the event that the elements 
should accord the permission to use them. 

Then, and not till then, did Wilder relax in his exertions. 
He had arranged his sails ready to be hoisted in an instant ; 
he had carefully examined that no straggling rope con- 
nected the boat to the wreck, to draw them under with the 
foundering mass; and he had assured himself that food, 
water, compass, and the imperfect instruments that were 
then in use to ascertain the position of a ship, were all 
carefully disposed of in their several places, and ready to 
his hand. When all was in this state of preparation, he 
disposed of himself in the stern of the boat, and endeavoured, 
by the composure of his manner, to inspire his less resolute 
companions with a portion of his own firmness. 

The bright sunshine was sleeping in a thousand places, 
on every side of the silent and deserted wreck. The sea 
had subsided to such a state of utter rest that it was only at 
long intervals that the huge and helpless mass on which the 
ark of the expectants lay was lifted from its dull quietude, to 
roll heavily, for a moment, in the washing waters, and then 
to settle lower into the greedy and absorbing element. Still 
the disappearance of the hull was slow, and even tedious, 
to those who looked forward with such impatience to its 
total immersion, as to the crisis of their own fortunes^ . 

During these hours of weary and awful suspense, the dis- 
course between the watchers, though conducted in tones of 
confidence, and often of tenderness, was broken by long in- 
tervals of deep and musing silence. Each forbore to dwell 
upon the danger of their situation, in consideration of the 
feelings of the rest; but neither could conceal the imminent 
risk they ran, from that jealous watchfulness of love of life 
which was common to them all. In this manner, minutes, 
hours, and the day itself, rolled by, and the darkness was 
seen stealing along the deep, gradually narrowing the bound- 
ary of their view towards the east, until the whole of the 
empty scene was limited to a little dusky circle around the 
spot on which they lay. To this change succeeded another 
fearful hour, during which it appeared that death was about 
to visit them, environed by its most revolting horrors. The 
heavy plunge of the wallowing whale, as he cast his huge 
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form upon the surface of the sea, was heard, accompanied by 
the mimic blowings of a hundred imitators that followed in 
the train of the monarch of the ocean. It appeared, to the 
alarmed and feyerish imagination ofOertrude, that the brine 
was giying np all its monsters ; and, notwithstanding the 
calm assurances of Wilder, that these acoastomed sounds 
were rather the harbingers of peace than signs of any new 
danger, they filled her mind with images of the secret re- 
cesses oyer which they seuned suspended by a thread,. Nid 
painted them replete with the disgusting inhabitants of the 
caverns of the great deep. The intelligent seaman himself 
was startled when he saw, on the surface of the water, the 
dark fins of the voracious shark stealing around the wseck, 
apprised, by his instinct, that the contents of the devoted 
vessel were shortly' to become the prey of his tribe. Then 
came the moon, with its mild and deceptiye light, to throw 
the delusion of its glov/ on the varying but ever frightful 
scene. 

'' See,'' said Wilder, as the luminary lifted its pale and 
melancholy orb out of the bed of the ocean ; *^ we shall have 
light for our hazardous launch V 

^ Is it at hand ? " demanded Mrs. Wyllys, with all the re- 
solution of manner she could assume in so trjring a situa- 
tion. 

<* It is — the ship has already brought her scuppers to the 
water. Sometimes a vessel will float until saturated with 
the brine. If ours sink at all, it will be soon." 

" If at all ! Is there then hope that she can float?" 

'' None V said Wilder, pausing to listen to the hollow and 
threatening sounds which issued from the depths of the ves- 
sel, as the water broke through her divisions in passing from 
side to side, and which sounded like the groaning of some 
heavy monster in the last agony of nature. ** None ; she is 
already losing her level V 

His companions saw the change; but, not for the empire 
of the world, could either of them have uttered a syllable. 
Another low, threatening, rumbling sound was heard, and 
then the pent air beneath blew up the forward part of the 
deck, with an explosion like that of a gun. 

•' Now cprasp the ropes I have given you I " cried Wilder, 
breathless with his eagerness to speak. 

His words were smothered by the rushing and gurgling of 
waters. The vessel made a plunge like a dying whale ; and 
raising its stern high into the air, glided into the depths of 
the sea, like the Leviathan seeking his secret places. The 
motionless boat was lifted with the ship, until it stood in an 
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attitude feaifally approaching to the perpeiidicalar. As the 
wreck descended, the bows of tfie launch met the clement, 
barying themeelvea nearlj to filling ; bat, bnojant and light, 
it rose again, and, stmck powerfallj on the stem by the 
settling mass, the little ark shot ahead as though it had been 
driven by the hand of man. Still, as the water mabed into 
thcTortex, every thing within its infloenoe yielded to the 
suction ; and, at the next instant, the launch was seen dart- 
ing down the declivity, as if eager to follow the vast machine 
of which it had so long formed a dependant, thrangk the 
same gaping whirlpool, to the bottom. Then it rose, rock- 
ing, to the sorfhce; and, finr a moment, was tossed and 
whirled like a bubble circling in the eddies of a pool. After 
which, the ocean moaned and slept again, the moonbeams 
playing aeross its treacherous bosom sweetly and calm, as 
the rays are seen to quiver on a lake that is embedded in 
sheltering mountains. 



CHAPTER XVIII, 

' * * Every day tone nUer^s ink^ 
The masters of some merchant, and the merchant, 
Have just one theme of woe."'— 

TgmpefU 
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Wb are safe I" said Wilder, who had stood, amid the vio- 
lence of the struggle, with bis person firmly braced against 
a mast, steadily watching the manner of their escape. 
" Thus far, at least, are we safe ; foi which may heaven alone 
be praised, since no heart of mine could avail us a feather." 

The females had buried their faces in the folds of the vest- 
ments and clothes on which they were sitting ; nor did even 
the governess raise her countenance until twice assured by 
her companion that the imminency of the risk was past. 
Another minute went by, during which Mrs. Wyllys and 
Gertrude were rendering their thanksgivings, in a manner 
and in words less equivocal than the expression which had 
just broken from the lips of the young seaman. IVhen this 
grateful duty was performed, thejr stood erect, as if embold- 
ened, by the offering, to look their situation more steadily in 
the face. 

On every side lay the unseemingly illimitable waste of 
waters. To them, their small and frail tenement was the 
world. So long as the ship sinking and dangerous as she 

% remained beneath tttem, there had appeared to be a 
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barrier between their existence and the ocean. But one mi- 
nute had deprived them of^yen this faiUng^ support, and they 
now found themselves cast upon the sea in a vessel that 
might be likened to one of the bubbles of that element. Ger- 
trude felt at that instant, as though she would have given 
half her hopes in life for the mere sight of that vast and near- 
ly untenanted continent which stretched for so many thou- 
sands of miles along the west, and kept the world of waters 
to their limits. 

But the rush of emotions thaf so properly belonged to their 
forlorn condition soon subsided, and their thoughts returned 
to the study of the means necessary to their further safety. 
Wilder had, however, anticipated these feelings ; and even 
before Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude had recovered their recol- 
lections, he was occupied, aided by the ready hands of the 
terrified but loquacious Cassandra, in arranging the contents 
of the boat in such a manner as would enable her to move 
through the element with the least possible resistance. 

*' With a well trimed ship and a fair breeze,'' cried our ad- 
venturer, cheerfully, as soon as his little job was ended, 
<' We may yet hope to reach the land in one day and another 
night. I have seen the hour when, in this good launch, I 
would not have hesitated to run the length of the American 
coast provided" — 

*' Tou have forgotten your provided," said Gertrude, obser- 
yinii; that he hesitated, probably from a reluctance to express 
any exception to the opinion which might increase the fears 
of his companions. 

<* Provided it were two months earlier in the year," he 
added in a tone of less confidence. 

'* The seasonis then against us : It only requires the great- 
er resolution in ourselves !" 

Wilder turned his head to regard the fair speaker, whose 
pale and placid countenance, as the moon silvered her fine 
features, expressed any thing but the courage to endure the 
hardships he so well knew she was liable to encounter, before 
they might hope to gain the continent. After musing a mo- 
ment he lifted his open hands towards the south-west, and 
held its palm some little time to the air of the night. 

'' Any thing is better than idleness, for people in our con- 
dition,'' he said. ''There are some symptoms of the breeze 
coming in this quarter ; I will be ready to meet it." 

He then spread his two lug sails ; and trimming aft the 
sheets, placed himself at the helm, like one who expected 
his services there might be shortly needed. The result 
did rot disappoint his expectations. £re long the light can- 
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vaM of the boat beg^ to flatter ; and then as he brought the 
bows in the proper direction, the little vessel commenoed 
moving slowly along its blind and watery path. 

The wind soon came fresher apon the sails, heavily charged 
with the dampness of the hoar. Wilder ai|;ed the latter 
reason as a motive for the females to seek their rest beneath 
a little canopy of tarpaolings, which his foresight had also 
provided, and on matteresses he had brought from the 
ship. Perceiving that their protector wished to be alone, 
Mrs. Wyllys and her pupil did as desired ; and, in a few 
roinates, if not asleep, no one coold have told that any other 
than our adventurer bad possession of the solitary launch. 

The middle hour of the night went by, without any ma- 
terial change in the prospects of those whose fate so much 
depended on the precarious influence <^ the weather. The 
wind had freshened to a smart breeze, and, by the calcula- 
tions of Wilder, he had already moved across many leagues 
of ocean, directly in a line for the eastern end of that long 
and narrow isle, that separates the waters which wash the 
shores of Connecticut from those of the open sea. The 
minutes fleW swiftly by ; for the time was propitious, and 
the thoughts of the young seaman were busy with the re- 
collections of a short but adventurous life. At moments he 
leaned forward, as if he would catch the gentle respiration 
of one who slept beneath the dark and rude can<my, and as 
though he might distinguish the soft breathings of her slum- 
bers from those of her companions. Then would his form 
fall back into its seat, amd his lip curK or even move, as he 
gave inward utterance to the wayward fancies of his ima- 
gination. But at no time, not even in the midst of his great- 
est abandonment to reverie and thought, did he forget the 
constant and nearly instinctive duties of his station. A rapid 
glance at the heavens, an oblique look at the compass, and 
an occasional but more protracted examination of the pale 
face of tbe melancholy moon, were the usual directions tidcen 
by his practised eyes. The latter was still in his nenith ; 
and his brow began again to contract, as be saw that she 
was shining through an atmosphere without a hase. He 
^vould have liked better to have seen even those portentous 
and watery circles by which she is so often environed, and 
which are thought to foretel the tempest, than the hard and 
dry medium through which her beams fell so clear on the 
face of the waters. The humidity with which the breeze 
bad commenced was also gone ; and in its place, the quick 
sensitive organs of the seaman detected the often grateful, 
^bODgh at that moment unwelcome taint of the land. All 
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these ^ere signs that the airs of the continent were ahout 
to prevail, and, (as he dreaded, from certain wild-lookiog, 
long, narrow, cloads that were gathering o?er the western 
horizon) to prevail, with a power eoDforroable to the tarbiih 
lent season of the year. . »- 

If any doubt had existed in the mind of Wilder as to the 
accuracy of his prognostics, it would have been solved about 
the commencement of the morning watch. At that hour 
the inconstant breese began again to die ; and, even before 
its last breathing was feJt upon the flapping canvass, it was 
met by counter currents from the west. Our adventurer 
saw at once that the straggle was now truly to commence, 
and he made his' dispositions aceordingly. The square 
sheets of duck which had so long been exposed to the mild 
airs of the south, were reduced to one tihird their original 
size, by double reefs ; and several of the more cumbrous of 
the remaining articles, such as were of doubtful use to per- 
sons in their situation, were cast, without pausing to hesitate 
into the sea. Nor was this care without a suificient object. 
The air soon came sighing heavily over the deep from the 
north-west, bringing with it the chilling asperity of the in- 
hospitable regions of the Ganadas 

** Ah I well do I know you,'' muttered Wilder, as the first 
puff of this unwelcome wind struck his sails, and forced the 
little boat to bend to its power in passing ; well do I know 
you, with your fi'esh-water flavour and your smell of the 
land. Would to God yon had blown your fill upon the lakes, 
without coming down to drive many a weary seaman back 
upon his wake, and to eke out a voyage, already too long, 
by your bitter colds and steady obstinacy !" 

''Do you speak?*' said Gertrude, half appearing from 
beneath her canopy, and then shrinking bsusk, shivering, 
into its cover again, as she felt the influence In the change 
of air. 

** Sleep, lady, sleep,'' he added, as though he liked not, 
at such a moment, to be disturbed by even lier soft and 
silvery voice. 

''Is there new danger f asked the maiden, stepping 
lightly from the mattress, as if she would not disturb the re- 
pose of her governess. " Tou need not fear to tell me the 
worst ; I am a soldier's child !" 

He pointed to the signs so well oomprehended by himself, 
but continued silent. 

" I feel that the wind is colder than it was," she said, '* but 
I see no other change." 

" And do you know whither the boat is going ?" 
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'' To the land I think. You assured us of that, and I do 
not believe you would willingly deceive." 

<< You do me justice ; and as a proof of it I will now tell 
you that yon are mistaken. I know that to your eyes al' 
points of the compass, on this void, must seem the same 
but I cannot thus easily deceive myself/' 
'' And we are not sailing from our homes V 
'' So far from it, that, should this course continue, ve 
must cross the whole Atlantic before your eyes could again 
see land." 

' Gertrude made no reply, but retired in sorrow to the side 
of her governess. In the meantime. Wilder, again left to 
himself, began to consult his compass and the direction of 
the wind. Perceiving that he might approach nearer to the 
continent of America by changing the position of the boat, 
he wore round, and brought its head as nigh up to the south- 
west as the wind would permit. 

But there was little hope in this trifling change. ^ At each 
minute, the power of the breeze was increasing, until it soon 
freshened to a degree that compelled him to furl his after- 
sail. The slumbering ocean was not long in awakening; 
and by the time the launch was snug under a close-reefed 
foresail, the boat was rising on dark and ever-growing waves, 
or sinking into the momentary calm of deep furrows, whence 
it rose again to feel the rapidly increasing power of the 
blasts. The dashing of the waters, and the rushing of the 
wind, which now began to sweep heavily across the blue 
waste, quickly drew the females to the side of our adven- 
tqrer. To their hurried and anxious questions he made 
considerate but brief replies, like a man who felt that the 
time was far better suited to action than to words. 

In this manner the last lingering minutes of the night 
went by, loaded with a care that each moment rendered 
heavier, and which each successive freshening of the breeze 
had a tendency to render doubly anxious. The day came, 
only to bestow more distinctness on the cheerless prospecf. 
The waves were looking green and angrily, while here and 
there, large crests of foam were beginning to break on their 
summits — the certain evidence that a conflict between the 
elements was. at hand. Then came the sun over the ragged 
margin of the eastern horizon, climbing slowly into the blue 
arch above, which lay clear, chilling, distinct, and entirely 
without a cloud. 

Wilder noted all these changes of the hour with a close- 
ness that proved how critical he deemed their case. He 
seemed rather to conp^lt the signu of the heavens than to 
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regard the t08sin;i^s and rushingA of the water, wbicli dashed 
against the side of his little yessel in a manner that, to the 
eyes of his companions, often appeared to threaten their 
total destruction. To the Jatter he was too much accus-* 
tomed to anticipate the true moment of akurm, though to lejis 
instructed senses it might already seem so dangerous. It 
was to him as is the thunder when compared to the light-* 
ning, in the mind of the philosopher; or rather he knew, 
that if harm might come from the one on which he floated, 
its ability to injure must first be called into action by the 
power of the sister element. 

*' What think you of our case now ?'' asked Mrs. Wyllys, 
keeping her look closely fastened on his countenance, as if 
she would rather trust its expression than even to his words 
for the answer. 

**Sq long as the wind continues thus, we may yet hopo 
to keep within the route of ships to and from the great 
northern ports ; but if it freshen to a gale, and the sea begin 
to break with violence, I doubt tlie ability of this boat to 
lie-to." 

'< Then our resource must be in endeavouring to run be- 
fore the gale.'' 

" Then must we scud." 

''What would be our direction in such an event?" de* 
manded Gertrude, to whose mind, in the agitation of the 
ocean and the naked view on every hand, all idea of places 
and distances was lost, in the most inextricable confusion. 

*' In such an event," returned our adventurer, regarding 
her with a look in which commisseration and indefinite 
concern were so singularly mingled, that her own mild 
gaze was changed into a timid and furtive glance, '*in such 
an event, we should be leaving that land it is so important 
to reach," 

'' What 'em 'ere ?*' cried Cassandra, whose large dark eyes 
were rolling on every side of her, with a curiosity that no 
care or sense of danger could extinguish ! *' 'em berry big 
iish on a water?" 

*' It is a boat ! " cried Wilder, springing upon a thwart 
to catch a glimpse of the dark object that was driving on 
the glittering crest of a wave, within a hundred feet of the 
spot where the launch itself was struggling through the 
brine. •* What ho ! — boat, ahoy ! — holloa there ! — boat, 
ahoy : " 

The deep breathing of the wind swept by them, but no 
human sound responded to his shout. They had already 
fallen between two seas into a deep vale of water, wbere the 
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narrow ti«w extended no farther than the datic antt holling 
barriers on either side. 

"Merciful providence!" exclaimed the goTerness, "can 
there be others as nnhappy as ourselves ! " 

" It was a boat, or my sight is not true as usiial/' retamed 
Wilder, still keeping his stand, to watch the moment when 
he might catch another view. His wish was quickly realised. 
He had trusted the helm for a moment to the hands of Cas- 
sandra, who suffered the launch to vary a little from its 
coarse. The words were still on hfs lips, when the same 
black object came sweeping down the wave to windward, 
and a pinnace, bottom upwards, washed pa^t them in the 
trough. Then followed a shriek* from the negress, who 
abandoned the tiller, and sinking on her knees, hid her face 
in her hands. Wilder instinctively caught the helm, fis he 
bent his face in the direction whence the revolting eye of 
Cassandra had been turned. A grim human fbrm was seen, 
erect, and half exposed, advancing in the midst ot the bro- 
ken crest which was still covering the dark declivity to wind- 
ward with foam. For a moment it stood with the brine 
dripping from the drenched locks, like some being that had 
issued from the deep to turn its frightful features on the 
spectators, and then the lifeless body of a drowned man 
drove past the lannoh, which, at the next minute, rose to 
the summit of the wave, to sink into another vale where no 
such terrifying object floated. 

Not only Wilder, but Gertrude and Mrs. Wyllys, had seen 
this startling spectacle so nigh them as to recognise the 
countenance of Nighthead, rendered still more stern and 
forbidding than ever, in the impression left by death. But 
neither spoke, nor gave any other evidence of their intelli- 
gence. Wilder hoped that his companions had at least 
escaped the shock of recognising the victim, and the females 
themselves saw, in the hapless fortune of the mntincer, too 
much of their own probable, though more protracted fete, 
to be able to give vent to the horror each felt, so deeply, 
in words. For some time, the elements alone were heard, 
sighing a sort of hoarse requiem over the victims of their 
eonflict. 

" The' pinnace has filled ! " Wilder at length observed, 
when he saw by the pallid features and meaning eyes of his 
companions, it was in vain to affect reserve on the subject 
any longer. ** Their boat was frail, and loaded .to the 
water's edge." 

" Think you all are lost P '* observed Mrs. Wyllys, in t 
voice that scarcely amounted to a whisper. 



tW «ED R0VR9. 21s 

V Tberf ia pa hope for uny I Gladly wx)uld X p»Tt with 
an arm foj: the assistaiice of the poorest of those inisguided 
seamea, who have hurried on their evil /oitune by theic 
own disobedience and ignorance." 

•' j^nd of all the happy and thoughtless human beings 
who lately left the harbour of Newport, in a vessel that has 
so long been the boast of mariners, we alone, remain 1 " 

" There is not another. This boat and its contents ftre 
the sole memorials of the ' Kc^al Caroline !' " 

"It was not within the ien of human knowledge to 
fojcese? this evil/' eontinued the governess, fastening her 
eye on the countenance of Wilder, aa thoqgh she would 
ask a question which conscience told her at the same time 
betrayed a portion of that very superstition which had 
hastened the fate of the lude being they had so lately 
passed. 

**Itwasnot." 

'^And the danger, to whioh you so often and so Sn. 
expUoably aUuded, had no reference to this we have in* 
cuired ? " 

*^ It had net." 

^* II has ^one, with the change in our situation P '* 

" I hope It has." 

'^ See ! " interrupted Gertrude, laying a hand in her 
haste on the arm or Wilder. *' Heaven be praised ! yonder 
is something at last to relieve the view." 

"It is a ship! " exclaimed her governess; but an en* 
vidua wave lifting its green side between them and the 
object, they sunk into a trough, as though the vision had 
been placed momentarily before their eyes, merely to 
taunt them with its image. The quick glance of Wilder 
had caught, however, a glimpse of the tracery against 
the heavens as they descended. When the boat rose again, 
his look was properly directed, and he was enabled to be 
certain of the reality of the vessel. Wave succeeded Avave, 
and moments followed moments, during which the stran- 
ger was given to their gaze, and as oUen disappeared, as 
the launch unavoidably fell into the troughs of the seas. 
These short and hasty glimpses sufficed, however, to con- 
vey all that w^as nepesss^ry to the eye of a man who had 
been nurtured on that element, where circumstances now 
exacted of him such constant and unequivocal evidences of 
his skill. 

At the distance of a mile, there was in fact a ship to be 
feca rolling and pitching gracefully, and without any ap- 
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parent effort, on those waves through which the launch 
was struggling with such difficulty. A solitary sail was 
set to stea<ly the vessel, and that so reduced hv reefs, as 
to look like a little snowy cloud amid the darK maze of 
tigging and spars. At times, her long and tapering masts 
appeared pointing to the zenith, or even rolling; as if in- 
clining against the wind ; and then, again, with slow and 
graceful sweeps, they seemed to fall towards the raffled 
surface of the ocean, as though about to seek refuge from 
their endless motion in the bosom of the agitated element 
itself. There were moments when the long, low, and black 
hull was seen distinctly resting on the summit of a sea, 
and glittering in the sunbeams, as the water washed from 
her sides ; and then, as boat and vessel sunk together, all 
was lost to the eye, even to the attenuated lines of her 
tallest and most delicate spars. 

Both Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude bowed their faces to 
their knees, when assured of the truth of their hopes, and 
poured out their gratitude in silent and secret thanksgivings. 
The joy of Cassandra was more clamourous and less restrain- 
ed. The simple negrrss laughed, shed tears, and exulted in 
the most touching manner, on the prospect that was now 
offered for the escape of her young mistress and herself 
from a death that the recent sight had set before her imagi- 
nation in the most frightful form. But no answering look 
of congratulation was to be traced in the contracting and 
anxious eye of their companion. 

*' Now/' said Mrs. Wyllys, seizing his hand in both her 
own, ** may we hope to be delivered ; and then we shall be 
allowed, brave and excellent young man, some opportunity - 
of proving to yon how highly we esteem your services.*' 

Wilder permitted the burst of her feelings with a species 
of bewildered care, but he neither spoke, nor in any other 
manner exhibited the smallest sympathy in her. joy. 

"Surely jou are not grieved, Mr. Wilder," added the 
wondering Gertrude, '' that the prospect of escape from 
these awful waves is at length so mercifully held forth, to 
usT 

** I would gladly die to shelter you from harm," returned 
the young sailor, "but" — 

** This is not a time for anything but gratitude and re* 
joicing,'* interrupted the governess ; " I cannot hearken to 
any cold exceptions now ; what mean you with that 'bat ?' " 

" It may not be so easy as you think to reach yon ship— ■ 
the gale may prevent— in short, many is the vessel that is 
decn at sea which cannot be spoken.'' 



:^* Happily, sa<ih is Qot our eruel fortune. I nuderstaud, 
ebnsiderate and generons youth, your wish (to dampen 
aopos that onay possibly yet be thwarted ; but I have loo 
long and too often trusted this dangerous element, not to 
f^ow that he who has tbo wind can speak or not as he 
pleases/' 

V Yoa are right la saying we are to windjvaid, madam, 
and were I in a ship, nothing would be eisier than to run 
withio haii of the Strang er.-^Th at ship is certainly lying-to, 
and yet the gale is not fresh enough to bring so stQut a ves- 
sel to so short canvass." ; 

** They see us, then, and await our arrival.'' 

"No, no; thank God, we are not yet seen I This little 
rag of ours is blended with the spray* They take it for a 
gall or a comb of the sea, for the moment it is in view." 

" And do you thank heaven for this !" exclaimed Ger- 
trude, regarding the anxious Wilder with a wonder that 
her more cautious governess had the power to restrain." 

*^ Bid I thank heaven for not being seen ! I may hav« 
mistaken the object of my thanks : It is an armed shipT 

** Perhaps a cruiser of the king's I We ure the more 
likely to meet with a welcome reception ! Delay not to 
hoist some signal, least they increase their sail, and leaye 
us." 

'* You forget that the enemy is often found upon our 
coast. This might prove a Frenchman !" 

*' 1 have no fears of a generous enemy. Even a pirate 
vriuld give shelter, and welcome, to females in such 
distress." 

A long and profound silence succeeded. Wilder still 
stood upon the thwart, straining his eyes to reach each 
sign that a seaman understands ; nor did he appear to find 
miuch pleasure in tho task, 

** We will drift ahead," he said, ** and as the ship is 
lying on a different tack we may yet gain a position that 
will leave us masters of our future movements." 
' -To this his companions knew not well how to make any 
objections. Mrs. Wyllys was so much struck with ^the 
remarkable air of coldness with which he met this prospect 
of refuge against the forlorn condition in which he had 
just before confessed they were placed, that she was much 
iLore disposed to ponder on the cause, than to trouble him 
w'iih questions which she had the discernment to see would 
l.c useless. Gertrude wondered while she was disposed to 
think he might be right, though she knew not why. Cas^ 
sandra alone was rebelflious. She lifted her voice in loud 

'^3 
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objections against a moment's delay, assaring the abstrai^ted 
and perfectly inattentive young seaman, that should any 
evil come to her young mistress by his obstinacy, Ckne- 
ral Grayson would be angered ; and then she left him to 
reflect on the results of a displeasure that to her simple 
mind teemed with all the danger that could attend the 
anger of a monarch. Provoked by his contumacious <fis- 
regard of her remonstrances, the negress, forgetting alliier 
respect, in blindness of behalf of her whom she not only 
loved, but had been taught to reverence, seized the boat* 
hook, and unperceived by Wilder, fastened to it with dex- 
terity one of the linen cloths that had been brought from the 
^vreck, and exposed it far above the diminished sail for a 
couple of minutes, ere her device had caught the eyes of 
either of her companions. Then, indeed, she lowered the 
signal in haste before the dark and frowning look of Wil- 
der. But short as was the triumph of the negress, it was 
crowned with complete success. 

The restrained silence which is so apt to succeed a sudden 
burst of displeasure was still reigning in the boat, when a 
cloud of smoke broke out of the side of the ship, as she lay 
on the summit of a wave; and then came the deadened roar 
of artillery, struggling heavily up against the wind. 

** It is now too late to hesitate," said Mrs. Wyllys; **wo 
are seen, let the stranger be friend or enemy." 

Wilder did not answer, but continued to profit by each 
opportunity to watch the movements of the stranger. In 
another moment the spars were seen receding from the 
breeze, and in a couple of minutes more the heaid of the 
ship was changed to the direction in which they lay. Then 
appeared four or five broader sheets of canvass in different 
parts of the complicated machinery, while the vessel bowed 
to the gale as though she inclined still lower before its 
power. At moments, as she mounted on a sea, her bows 
seemed issuing from the element altogether, and high jets 
of spray were cast into the air, glittering in the sun as the 
white particles scattered in the breeze, or fell in gems upon 
the sails and rigging. 

*' It is now t03 late, indeed,'' murmured our adventurer, 
bearing up the helm of his own little craft, and letting its 
sheet glide through his hands until the sail was bagging 
with the breeze nearly to bursting. The boat which had so 
long been labouring through the water with a wish to cling 
as nigh as possible to the continent, flew over the seas, leav- 
ing a long trail of foam behind it ; and before either of the 
^"^males had regained their entire self-possession, she was 
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%^Uog ia the comparative calm iSki was created by tlie hull 
oC^ large vessel. A light active form stood in tlie rigging of 
the ship, issuing the necessaiy orders to a hundred seamen ; 
%Dd in the midst of the confusion and alarm that such a 
scene was likely to cause in the bosom of woman, Gertrude 
and Mrs. Wyllys, with their two companionSy were trans- 
fcfxed in safety to the decks of the stranger. The moment 
ihey and their effects were secured, the launch was cut 
adcift like useless lumber. Twenty mariners were then seen 
climbing among the ropes ; and sail after sail was opened 
still wider, until, bearing the vast folds of all her canvass 
spread, the vessel was urged along the trackless course, like 
a swift cloud drifting through the thin medium of the upper 
air. 



CHAPTER XIX. ; 

" Now let it work : Mischief, thoa art afoot r 

Take then what course thou wilt-" 

Shakspeare, 

When the velocity with which the vessel flew before the 
wind is properly considered, the reader will not be surprised 
to learn, that with the change of a week in the time from 
that with which the foregoing incidents close> we are en- 
ahled to open the scene of the present chapter in a very dif- 
ferent quarter of the same sea. It is unnecessary to follow 
the ''Rover" in the windings of that devious and apparently 
often uncertain course, during which his keel furrowed more 
than a thousand miles of ocean, and during which more than 
one cruiser of the king was skilfully eluded, and sundry less 
dangerous rencounters avoided, as much from inclination 
as any other visible cause, tt is quite sufficient for our pur- 
pose to lift the curtain which must conceal her movements 
for a time, to expose the gallant vessel in a milder climate, 
and when the season of the year is considered, in a more 
propitious sea. 

Exactly seven days after Gertrude and her governess be- 
came the inmates of a ship whose character it is no longer 
necessary to conceal from the reader, the sun rose upon her 
flapping sails, symmetrical spars, and dark hull, within sight 
of a few, low, small and rocky islands. The colour of the 
element would have told a seaman, had no mound of blue 
land been seen issuing out of the world of waters, that the 
bottom of the sea was approaching nigher than common to 
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itfl Murface, and that it was necessary to guard against .tlw 
well-known and dreaded dangers or the coast. Wind tbm 
was none; for the vacillating and uncertain air which ftem 
time to time distended for an instant the lighter canvass ^ 
the vessel, deserved to be merely termed the breathings ef a 
morning, which was breaking upon the main, soft, mild, 
and seemingly so bland as to impart to the ocean the placid 
character of a sleeping lake. 

Every tbinpr having life in the ship was already up and 
stirring. Fifty stout and healthy-looking seamen were 
hanging in different parts of her rigging, some laughing and 
holding low converse with messmates who lay ipdolently on 
the neighbouring spars, and others leisurely performing the 
light and trivial duty that was the ostensible employment of 
the moment. More than as many others loitered carelessly 
about the decks below, somewhat similarly engaged ; the 
whole wearing much the appearance of men who were sent 
to perform certain immaterial tasks, more to escape the im- 
putation of idleness than from any actual necessity that the 
same should be executed. The quarter-deck, the hallowed 
spot of every vessel that may pretend to either discipline or 
its semblance, was differently occupied, though by a set of 
beings who could lay no greater claim to activity or interest. 
In short, the vessel partook of the character of the oceao and 
of the weather, both of which seemed reserving their poweri 
to some more suitable occasion for their display. 

Three or four fyoung (and considering the nature of their 
service, far from unpleasant-looking) men appeared in a sort 
of undress nautical uniform, in which the fashion of no peo- 
ple in particular was very studiously consulted. Notwith- 
standing the apparent calm that reigned on all around them, 
each of these individuals bore a short straight dirk at his 
girdle ; and as one of them bent over the side of the vessel, 
the handle of a little pistol Was discovered throu^;h an open- 
ing in the folds of his professional frock. There were, how- 
ever, no other immediate signs of distrust whence an observer 
might infer that this armed precaution was more than the 
usual custom of the vessel. A couple of grim and callous- 
looking sentinels, who were attired nnrl accoutred like sol- 
diers of the land, and who, conti:! j to marine usage, were 
posted on the line which separated the resorting place of the 
officers from the forward part of the deck, bespoke additional 
caution. But still all these arrangements were regarded by 
the seamen with incurious eyes — a certain prool that use had 
lonj? rendered them familiar. 

The individual who has been introduced to the reader un- 
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der the high-sounding title of '' General/' stood uprigLi and 
tigiil as one of the masts of the ship, studying with a critical 
eye the equipments of his two meicinaries^ and apparently 
M regardless of what was passing around him, as though he 
fiterallj considered himself a fixture in the vessel. One 
form, however, was to foe distinguished from all around it, by 
the dignity of its mien and the air of authority that breathed 
even in the repose of its attitude. It was the Rover who 
stood alone, none presuming to approach the spot where he 
had chosen to plant his light but graceful and imposing per- 
son. There was ever an expression of stern investigation in 
bis quick wandering eye, as it roved from object to object in 
the equipment of the vessel ; and at moments, as his look ap- 
peared fastened on some one of the light ffeecy clouds that 
floated in the blue vacuum above him, there gathered about 
his brow a gloom like that which is thought to be the sha- 
dowing of intense thought Indeed, so dark and threatening 
did this lowering of the eye become at times, that the fair 
hair which broke out in ringlets from beneath a black velvet 
sea-cap, from whose top depended a tassel of gold, could no 
longer impart to his countenance the gentleness which it 
sometimes was seen to express. As though he disdained 
concealment, and wished to announce the nature of the power 
he wielded, he wore his pistols openly in a leathern belt that 
was made to cross a frock of blue, delicately edged with gold, 
and through which he had thrust with the same disregard o( 
concealment, a light and curved Turkish yattagan, w'lth a 
straight stiletto, which, by the chasings of its handle, had 
probably originally come from the manufactory of some 
Italian artisan. 

On the deck of the poop, overlooking the rest, and retired 
from the crowd beneath them, stood Mrs. Wyllys and her 
charge, neither of whom announced, in the slightest degree, 
by eye or air, that anxiety which might readily be supposed 
natural to females who found themselves in a condition so 
critical, as in the company of lawless freebooters. On the 
contrary, while the former pointed out to the latter the hil- 
lock of pale bhie W'hich rose from the water, like a dark and 
strongly defined cloud in the distance, hope was strongly 
blended with the ordinarily placid expression of her features. 
She also called to Wilder in a cheerful voice ; and the youth 
who had long been standing with a sort of jealous watchful- 
ness, at the foot of the ladder which led from the quarter- 
dock, was at her side in an instant. 

^* I am telling Gertrude," said the governess, with thoio 
tones of conlfidence which had been created by the dangers 
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they had iacurred together, <^ that y9n(}eT is her hWJc^ ^n& 
that when the hreeze shall be felt, we may speedily Hop© tc 
reach it ; bat the wilfully timid girl insists that she cannot 
believe her senses, after the frightful risks we have ro^Dt en- 
til, at least, she shall see the dwelling of heir childhood, and 
the face of her father. You have often been 9n this ooaat 
before. Mr. Wilder?" 
'* Often, madam.'' 

" Then you can tell us what is the distant land wc see." 
•* Land ! " repeated our adventurer, affecting a k>ok of sur- 
prise ; " is there then land in view ? " 

*^ Is there land in view ! Have not hours gone by since 
the same was proclaimed from the masts?'' 

** It may be so. We seamen are dull after a night of 
watching, and often hear but little of that which passes." 

There was a quick suspicious glance from the eye of the 
governess, as if she apprehended:^ she knew not what, ere 
she continued — 

*' Has the sight of the cheerful bksised soil of America so 
soon lost its charm in your eye, that you approach it with an 
air so heedless ? The infatuation of men of your profession, 
in favour of so dangerous and so treacherous an element^ ii 
an enigma I never could explain/' 

*^ Do seamen then love their calling with so devoted an 
affection 1 " demanded Gertrude, in a haste that she might 
have found embarrassing to explain. 

'' It is a folly of which we are often accused," rejoia^d 
Wilder, turning his eye on the speaker, apd smiling in a 
manner that had lost every shade of reserve. 
"And justly?" 
** I fear, justly." 

"Ay!" exclaimed Mrs. Wylivs, with an emphaais that 
was remarkable for the tone of soft and yet bitter regret with 
which it was uttered; *' often better thfia their quiet and 
peaceful homes I " 

Gertrude pursued the idea no further ; but her fine full 
eye fell upon the deck, as though she reflected deeply on a 
perversity of taste which' could render man so insensible to 
domestic pleasures, and incline him to court tbe wild dan- 
gers of the ocean. 

" I, at least, am free from the latter charge,'^ exclaimed 
Wilder. ** To me a ship has always been a home/' 

*' And much of my life, too, has been wasted in one," con- 
tinued the governess, who evidently was pursuing, in the 
recesses of her own mind, some images of a titno long past 
Happy and miserable, alike^ have been the hours that I 
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hard passed apon tlie sea ! Nor is this the first king's ship 
in which it has been my fortune to be thrown. And yet th«> 
customs seem changed since those days I mention ; or else 
memory is beginning 1o fosc some of the impressions of an 
age when memory is apt to be most tenacious. Is it usual, 
Mr. Wilder, to admit an utter stranger, like yourself, to ex- 
ercise authority ana vessel of war ?" 

" Certainly not." 

•* And yet hare you been acting, as far as my weak 
judgment teaches, as second here, since the moment we 
entered this vessel, wrecked and helpless fugitives from the 
waves.'' 

Our adventurer again averted his eye, and evidently 
searched for words, ere he replied— 

"A commission is always respected. Mine procured for 
me the consideration you have witnessed." 

" You are then an oflScer of the crown V 

** Would any other authority be respected in a vessel of 
the crown? Death has left a vacancy in the second station 
ofthis-^cruiser. Fortunately for the wants of the service, 
perhaps for myself, I was at hand to fill it." 

** Bat tell me farther," continued the governess, who 
appeared disposed to profit by the occasion to solve more 
doubts than one, "is it usual for the officers of a vessel of 
war to appear armed among their crew, in the manner I see 
here f " 

" It is the pleasure of our commander." 

'* That commander is evidently a skilful seamen, but one 
whose caprices and tastes are as extraordinary as I find his 
mien. I have surely seen him before : and it would seem 
but lately." 

Mrs. Wyllys then became silent for several minutes. Dur- 
ing the whole time her eye never averted its gaze from the 
form of the calm and motionless being, who still maintained 
bis attitude of repose, aloof from all that throng whom he 
had the address to make so entirely dependent on his au- 
thority.. It seemed for these few minutes that the organs of 
the governess drunk in the smallest peculiarity of his per- 
son, and as they would never tire of their gaze. Then draw- 
ing a heavy and relieving breath, she once more remember- 
ed that she was not alone, and that others were silently but 
observantly awaiting the operation of her secret thoughts 
Without manifesting any embarrassment, however, at an 
absence of mind that was far too common to surprise her 
pupil, the governess resumed the discourse where she had 
herself dr6pped it, bending her fook again on Wilder. 
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*' Is Captain Heidegger, then» long of your aoqa«intatttiol? 
the demanded. 

" We have met before." 

" It should be a name of German origin by the sonsd. 
Certain I am that it is new to me. The time has been when 
few officers of his rank in the service of the Iting, were un- 
known to me, at ieast in name. Is his family of long standi 
1/^ in England r 

'' That is a question he may better answer himself/' satd 
Wilder, glad to perceive that the subject of their discourse 
was approaching them, with the air of one who felt that 
none in that vessel might presume to dispute his right ta 
mingle in any discou«^e that should please liis fancv. " For 
the moment, madam, my duty calls me elsewhere. 

Wilder evidently withdrew with reluctance ; and had sus- 
picion been active in the breasts of either of his companions^ 
they would have not failed to note the glance ofdistiost 
with which he watched the manner that his commander as- 
sumed in paying the salutations of the morning. There was 
nothing, however, in the aii* of the Rover that should have 
given ground to such jealous vigilance. On the contrary, 
his manner for the moment was cold and abstracted, and 
he appeared to mingle in their discourse, much more from a 
sense of the obligations of hospitality, than from any satis- 
faction that he might have been thought to derive from iht 
intercourse. Still his deportment was kind, and his voice 
bland as the airs that were wafted from the healthful islands 
in view. 

** There is a sight" — he said, pointing toward the low blue 
ridges of the land — ^' that forms the landsman's delight, and 
the seaman's terror." 

'' Are then seaman thus averse to the view of regions where 
so many millions of their fellow-creatures find pleasure in 
dwelling V demanded Gertrude, (to whom he more particu- 
larly addressed his words,) with a frankness that would in 
itself have sufficiently proved no glimmerings of his real cha 
racter had ever dawned on her own spotless and unsuspicious 
mind. 

'' Miss Grayson included," he returned with a slight bow 
and a smile, in which, perhaps, irony was concealed by play- 
fulness. " After the risk you have so lately run, even I. 
confirmed and obstinate sea monster as I am, have no reason 
to complain of vour distaste for our element. And yetypa 
«ec it is not entirely without its charms. No lake thii,t lies 
ivithiu the limits of ^'on continent, can be more cs^pfi unU 
'»>w«:et than is this bit of ocean. Were wc a few*4cgre^ 
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mdn lonthwardy I would show you landsca^s of rock and 
mountaina— of bays and hillsides sprinkled with yerdure— of 
tumbling whales, and lazy fishermen, and distant oottages, and 
lagging sails — ^such as would make a figure even in pages that 
the bright eye of lady might love to read." 

-^^ And yet for most of this would you be indebted to the 
land. In return for your picture I would take you north, and 
show you black and threatening clouds — a green and angry 
sea— shipwrecks and shoals — cottages, hillsides, and mountamsi 
in the imagination only of the drowning man — ^and sails 
bleached by waters that contain the voracious sharks or tho 
disgusting polypus." 

Uertrude had answered in his own vein; but it was too 
evident by her pale cheek, and a slight tremor about her full 
rich lip, that memory was also bu»y with its frightful images. 
The quick searching eye of the. Hover was not slow to detect 
the change. As though he would banish every recoUection 
that might give her pain, he artfully but delicately gave a new 
direction to the discourse. 

"There are people who think the sea has no amuse- 
ments," he said. " To a pining, home-sick, sea-sick miserable, 
this may well be true ; but the man who has spirit enough to 
keep down the qualms of the animal, may tell a different tale* 
We have our balls regularly, for instance ; and there are artists 
on board this ship, who, though they cannot, perhaps, make as 
accurate a right angle with their legs as the first dancer of a 
leaping balled can go through their figures in a gale of wind ; 
which is more than can be said of the highest jumper of them 
all on shore." 

^'A ball without females would, at least, be thought an 
unsocial amusement, with us uninstructed people of terra 
firma**^ 

<*Hum! It might be better for a lady or two. Then 
have we our theatre: farce, comedy, and the buskin, 
take their turns to help along the time. Yon fellow that 
you see lying on the fore-topsail-yard, like an indolent 
aerpent basking on the branch of a tree, will *roar you as 
gently as any sucking dove!' And here is a votary to 
Mom us, who would raise a smile on the lips of a sea« 
tkk. friar : I believe I can say no more in his commendation." 

'' All this is well in the description," returned Mrs. Wyllys ; 
«< but something is due to the merit of the — ^poet or painter 
shall I term you ?" 

''Neither, but a grave and veritable chronologer. How- 
eter, since you doubt, and since you are so new to the 
oe^aH"-^ 

X 
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^ P&rdoiat me l'^ the latiy gnvely lflterrut>idd« *^ I am, mi 
tiie contrary, one who baa seen much of it." 
. The Rover, who had rather suffered his unsettled g^ianeetf 
to wander over the youthful conntenanoe of Gertrude than 
towards her companion, now bent hiseyes on the last speaker^ 
where he kept them fastened so lon^ oS to create some little 
ombarrassment in the subject of his g:a0e. 

'* You seemed surprised that the time of a female should 
baTe been thus employed," she observed, with a view 
to arouse his attention to the impropriety of his observa'« 
tion. 

<' We were speaking of the sea, if I reoMmfoef," be eon«' 
tinned, like a man that was suddenly awakened from « deep 
reverie. ** Ay, I know it was of tlM sea *, for I had grown 
boastful in ray panegyrics : I had told you t^at this ship 
^as faster than"««- 

'' Nothing V exclaimed Gertrude, laughing at hU blun* 
der. << You were playing piaster of eeremonies at a nautleal 
ball!" 

■** Will you figure in a minuet 7 Shall I honour my boards 
irith the graces of your person V 

*' Me, sir ? aud with whom ? the gentleman who knows so 
well the manner of keeping his feet iit a gale?" 

*' You were about to relieve any doubts we might fcave 
concerning the amusements of seamen," said the governess^ 
reproving the too playful spirit of her pupil, by a ghmce of 
her own grave eye. 

" Ay^ it was the humour of the moment^ nor will I balk 
it/' 

. He then turned towards Wilder, who had posted himji^If 
within earwshot of what was passing, and continued,-^ 

" These ladies doubt our gaiety, Mr. Wilder. Let tho 
boatswain give the magical wind of his call, and paM the 
word * To mischief among the people." 

Our adventurer bowed his acquiescence, and issued the 
necessary order* In a few moments the precise individaal 
who has already made acquaintance wUh the reader in the 
bat-room of the *'Foul Anchor/' appeared in the centre of 
the vessel) near the maki hatchway, decorated, as before^ 
with his silver chain and whistle, accompanied by two mates, 
who w^e humbler scholars of the same grulf school. Then 
rose a tongihrijl whistle from the instrument of NlghtinKmle, 
who, when the sound had died away on- the ear, uttered in 
Ms deepest and least sonorous tones^-* ' 
. ^'^ m hands cto mischief, ahoy V 

We have before had occasion to liken these sounde-ielhe- 
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VUfrllmiilf olft bull, fior shall we al preheat see At to dis^ 
turb the oomparison, siooe no other similitude so apt pre- 
MBta itself. The example of the boatswain was followed bj 
Ofteh of hU ipate^in turn, and then the summons was deemed 
^s^ient. However unintelligible and grum the call might 
9Qiiild in the i&UAloal ears of Gertrude, they produced no un* 
pleasaDt eii'ects on the organs of a majority of those who 
bwd then?. When the first swelling and protracted note 
of theoall mounted on the still air. each idle and extended 
jWOAK ^eamaUtashe lay stretched upon a spar» or hung 
dangling from a rattling, lifted his head to catch the words 
that ware to follow, as an obedient spaniel pricks his ears 
to hear the tones of his master. But no sooner had the 
emphatio word which preceeded the long-drawn and cus- 
tomary exclamation with which Nightingale closed his 
summons, been pronounced, than the low murmur of voices, 
which had so long been maintained among the men, broke 
out in a simultaneous and common shout. In an instant 
every symptom of lethargy disappeared in a general and ex- 
traordinary activity. The young and nimble topmen bound- 
ed like leaping animals into the rigging of their respective 
masts, and were seen ascending the shaking ladders of ropes 
as so many squirrels would hasten to their holes at the 
signal of alarm. The graver and heavier seaman of the 
forecastle, the still more important quarter-gunners and 
quarter-masters, the[less instructed and half startled waisters, 
and the raw and actually alarmed after-guard, all hurried 
hy a sort of instinct to their several points, the more prac- 
tised to plot mischief against their shipmates^ and the less 
intelligent to concert their means of defence. 

In an instant the tops and yards were ringing with loudly 
ottered jokes, as each exulting mariner aloft proclaimed his 
device to his fellows, or urged his own inventions at the ex- 
pense of some less ingenious mode of annoyance. On the 
other hand, the distrustful and often repeated glances that 
Were thrown upward from the men who had clustered on 
the quarter-deck and aroun^ the foot of the main-mast, 
sntficiently proclaimed the diffidence with which the novices 
on deck were about to enter into the contest of practical wit 
that was about to commence. The steady and more earnest 
seamen forward, however, maintained their places with a 
species of stern resolution which manifestly proved the re- 
liance they bad on their physical force, and their long 
familiarity with all the humours, no less than with the dan. 
gers of (he ocean. 
' There was another little cluster of men, who assembled 
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ia the midst of the general clamour and confusion with a 
haste and steadiness that announced, at the same time, 
both a consciousness of the entire necessity of unity on the 
present occasion, and the habit of acting in concert. These 
were the drilled and military dependants of the General, 
between whom and the less artificial seamen, there existed 
not only an antipathy that might almost be called instinc- 
tive, but which, for obvious reasons, had been so strongly 
encouraged in the vessel of which we write, as often to 
manifest itself in turbulent and nearly mutinous broils. 
About twenty in number, they collected quickly, and al- 
though obliged to dispense with their fire-arms in such an 
amusement, there was a sternness in the visage of each of 
the whiskered worthies, that showed how readily he could 
appeal to the bayonet that was suspended from his shoul- 
der, should need demand it. Their commander himself 
withdrew with the rest of the officers to the poop, in order 
that no incumbrance might be given by their presence lo 
the freedom of the sports to which they had resigned the 
rest of the vessel. 

A couple of minutes might have been lost in producing 
the different changes we Lave just related ; but so soon as 
the topmen were sure that no unfortunate leuggard of their 
party was within reach of the resentment ofthc different 
groups beneath, they commenced complying literally with 
the summons of the boatswain, by plotting mischief. 

Sundry buckets, most of which had been provided for 
the extinction of fire, were quickly seen pendant from as 
many whips on the outer extremity of the different yards 
descending towards the sea. In spite of the awkward op- 
position of the men below, these leather vessels were speedily 
filled, and in the hands of those who had sent them down. 
Many was the gaping waister and rigid marine who now 
made a more familiar acquaintance with the element on 
which he floated than suited either his convenience or his 
humour. So long as the jokes were confined to these semi- 
initiated individuals, the topmen enjoyed their fun with 
impunity, but the instant the dignity of a quarter-gunner's 
person was invaded, the whole gang of petty officers and 
forecastlemen tose in a body to meet the insult, with a 
readiness and dexterity that manifested how much at home 
the elder mariners were with all that belonged lo their art. 
A little engine was transferred to the head, and was then 
brought to bear on the nearest point, like a well -planted 
battery clearing the way for the opening battle. The laugh- 



log and chatterinff topmen were booq dispersed, some as- 
cending beyond tne power of the engine, and others retreat- 
ing into the neighbouring top, along ropes and across giddj 
lieights that would have seemed impracticable to any am- 
xnal less agile than a squirrel. 

The marines were now summoned by the successful and 
malicious mariners forward, to improve their advantage. 
Thoroughlv drenched already, and eager to resent their 
wrongs, a naif-dozen of the soldiers, led on by a corporal, 
the coating of whose powdered poll had been converted 
into a sort of paste by too great an intimacy with a bucket 
of water, essayed to mount the rigging, an exploit to them 
much more arduous than to enter a breach. The waggish 
quarter- gunners and quarter -masters, satisfied with their 
own success, stimulated them to the enterprise, and Night. 
ingale and his mates, while they rolled their tongues into 
their cheeks, gave forth with their whistles the cheering 
sound of ** heave away?" The sight of these adventurers 
slowly and cautiously mounting the rigging, acted very 
much on the scatterea topmen in the manner that the ap- 
pearance of so many flies in the immediate vicinity of a 
web, it known to act on their concealed and rapacious ene- 
mies. The sailors aloft saw, by expressive glances from 
them below, that a soldier was considered legal game. No 
sooner, therefore, had the latter fairly entered into the 
toils, than twenty topmen rushed out upon them, in order 
to make sure of their prizes. In an incredibly short time, 
this important result was achieved. Two or three of the 
aspiring adventurers were lashed where they had been 
found, utterly unable to make any resistance in a spot 
where instinct itself seemed to urge them to devote both 
hands to the necessary duty of holding fast, while the rest 
were transferred by the means of whips to different spars, 
very much as a lignt sail or a yard would have been swayed 
into its place. 

In the midst of the clamorous rejoicings th^it attended 
this success, one individual made himself conspicuous for 
the gravity and business-like air with which he performed 
his part of the comedy. Seated on the outer end of a lower 
yara, with as much steadiness as though he had been placed 
on an ottoman, he was intently occupied in examining into 
the condition of a captive, who had been run up at his feet 
with an order from the waggish captain of the top, "to turn 
him in for a jewel -block/' a name that appears to have 

X3 



234 tUfi USD R6VEB. 

been taken from the precioas stones that are so often seen 
pendant from the ears of the other sex. 

•*Ay, ay/' muttered this deliberate and ' grave-lookf ng 
tar, who was no other than Richard Fid, '* the stropping 
you've sent with the fellow is none of the best, and if he 
squeaks so now, what will he do when you come to reeve a 
rope through him ! By the Lord, masters, you should have 
furnished the lad a better outfit if you meant to send him 
into good company aloft. Here are more holes in bis jacket 
than there are cabin windows to a Chinese junk ! Hilloa ! 
— on deck there ! — you Guinea, pick me up a tailor, and 
send him aloft, to keep the wind out of this waister's far-» 
pauling." 

The athletic African, who had been posted on the fore-> 
castle for his vast strength, cast an eye upward, and wiih 
both arms thrust into his bosom, he rolled along the deck, 
with just as serious a mien as though be had been sent on 
a duty of the greatest import. The uproar over his head 
hud drawn a most helpless looking mortal from a retired 
corner of the berth-deck to the ladder of the forward hatch, 
where, with a body half above the combings, a skein of 
strong coarse thread around his neck, a piece bees' wax in 
one hand, and a needle in the other, he stood staring about 
him, with just that sort of bewildered air that a Chinese 
mandarin would manifest were he to be suddenly initiated 
in the mysteries of the ballet. On this object the eye of 
Scipio fell. Stretching out an arm, he cast him upon his 
shoulder, and before the startled subject of his attack knew 
into whose hands he had fallen, a hook was passed beneath 
the waistband of his trowsers, and he was half way be- 
tween the water and the spar, on his way to join the con* 
siderate Fid. 

" Have a care lest you let the man fall into the sea," cried 
Wilder sternly, from his stand on the distant poop. 

** He'm tailor, masser Harry," returned the black, with- 
out altering a muscle ; " if a clothes no 'trong, he nobody 
blame but heself." 

During this brief parlance, the good-man Homespun had 
safely arrived at the termination of his lofty flight. Here 
he was suitably received by Fid, who raised him to his side, 
and having placed him comfortably between the yard and 
the boom, he proceeded to secure him by a lashing that 
would give the tailor the proper disposition of his hands. 

" Bouse a bit on this waister ! " called Richard, when ho 
kid properly secured the good-man i '* so, belay all that.'* 
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.He thf^n put one foot on tbe^ neck of bis prisoner, and 
seizing his lower mcmbor as it swung uppermost, be eooUy 
pificed it in the lap of the awe-struck tailon 

'* There, friend/' he said, ** handle your needle and palm 
now, as if you were at job-work. Your knowing handicraft 
always begin with the foundation, wherein be makes sure 
that his upper gear will stand.'' 

'^ The Lord protect me, and all other sinful mortals from 
an untimely end ! '* exclaimed Homespun, gazing fit the 
vacant view from his giddy elevation, with a sensation a little 
resembling that with which the aeronaut, in his first experi- 
ment, regards the prospect beneath. 

*' Settle away this waistcr," again called Fid ; ** he inter- 
rupts rational conversation by bis noise ; and, as bis gear is 
condemned by this here tailor, why, you may turn him over 
to the purser for a new outfit." 

The real motive, however, for getting rid of his pendant 
companion was a twinkling of humanity that still glimmered 
through the rough humour of the tar, who well knew that 
his prisoner must hang, where he did, at some little expense 
of bodily ease. As soon as his request was complied with, 
he turned to the good-man to renew the discourse, with just 
as much composure as though they were both seated on the 
deck, or as if a dozen practical jokes of the same character 
were not in the process of enactment, in as many d liferent 
parts of the vessel. 

'* What makes you open your eyes brother, in this port- 
hole fashion?" commenced the topman. ''This is all water 
that you see about you, except that bommoc of blue in the 
eastern board, which is a morsel of upland in the Bahamas, 
d'ye see." i 

** A sinful and presuming world is this we live in 1 " re- 
turned the good-man ; ** nor can any one tell at what mo- 
ment his life is to be taken from him. Five bloody and cruel 
wars have I lived to see in safety, and yet am I reserved to 
meet this disgraceful and profane end at last.'' 

** Well, since you've had your luck in the wars, you've 
the less reason to grumble at the bit of a surge you may 
have felt in your garments, as they run you up to this here 
yard-arm. I say, brother, I've known stouter fellows take 
the same ride, who never knew when or how they got down 
again." 

Homespun, who did not more than half comprehend the 
allusion of Fid, now regarded him in a way that announced 
BOCQc little desire for an explanation, mingled with great 
admiratioiv of the unconcern with which h»« v'»u)^)amo'' 
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maintained his position, without the smallest aid from any 
tbin^ but his self>balancin{^ powers. 

*'' I say, brother/* resumed Fid, ** that many a stoiii 
seaman has been whipt np to the end of a yard, who has 
started by the signal of a gun, and who has staid there just 
as long as the president of a court- martial was pleased to 
believe might be necessary to iraprore his honesty V 

^* It would be a fearful and frightful trifling with provi- 
dence, in the least ofl^endiug and conscientious uiariner, to 
take such awful punishments in yain, by acting them in 
his sports ; but doubly so do I pronounce it in the crew of 
a ship on which no man ct^n say at what hour retribution 
and compunction are to alight. It seems to me unwise to 
tempt providence by such provocating exhibition." 

Fid cast a glance of far more than usual significance at 
the good-man, and even postponed his reply until he had 
freshened his ideas by an ample addition to the morsel of 
weed which he had kej>t all along thrust into one of his 
cheeks. Then, casting his eyes about him, in order to see 
that none of his noisy and riotous companions of the top, 
were within ear-shot, he fastened a still more meaning 
look on the countenance of the tailor, as he responded, — 

*' Hark ye, brother ; whatever may be the other good 
points of Richard Fid, his friends cannot say he is much of 
a scholar. This being the case, he has not seen €t to ask a 
look at the sailing orders, on coming aboard this wholesome 
vessel. I suppose, howsomever, that they can be forthcom- 
ing at need, and that no honest man need be ashamed to be 
found cruising under the same." 

** Ah ! heaven protect such unoffending innocents as serve 
here against their will, when the allotted time of the cruiser 
shall be filled !*' returned Homespun. ** I take it, however, 
that you, as a sea-faring and understanding man, have not 
entered into this enterprise without receiving the bounty, 
and knowing the whole nature of the service.'^ 

" The devil a bit have 1 entered at all, either in the 
* Enterprise' or in the * Dolphin,' as they call this small craft. 
There is master Harry, the lad on the poop there, he who 
hails a yard as soft as a bull-whale roars ; I follow his sig- 
nals d*ye see ; and it is seldom that I bother him with ques- 
tions as to what tack he means to lay his boat on next. 

" What! would you sell your soul in this manner to Beel- 
zebub ; and that, too, without a price V 

" I say, friend, it may be as well to overhaul your ideas, 
before you let them slip, in this no-man's fashion, from your 
tongue. I would wish to treat a gentleman, \^ ho has como 
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aloft to pay me a visit, with such civility as may do credit 
to my top, though the crew may be at mischief, d'ye see. 
Bat an officer like him I follow has a name of his own, with- 
out stopping to borrow one of the person yon* ve just seen fit 
to name. I scorn such a pitiful thing as a threat ; but a man 
of your years needn't be told, that it is just as easy to go 
down from this here spar as it was to come up to it/' 

The tailor cast a glance beneath him into the brine, and 
hastened to do away the unfavourable impression which his 
last unfortunate interrogation had so evidently left on the 
mind of his brawny associate. 

** Heaven forbid that I should call any one but by their 
given and family names, as the law commands,'' he said ; 
'^ I meant merely to inquire if you would follow the gentle- 
man you serve to so unseemly and pernicious a place as a 
gibbet." 

Fid ruminated some little time before he saw fit to reply 
to so sweeping a query. During this unusual process, he 
agitated the weed» with which his mouth was nearly gorged, 
with great industry ; and then, terminating both processes, 
by casting a jet of the juice nearly to the sprit-sai 1-yard^ he 
said, in a very decided tone, — 

*' If I wouldn't, may I be d — d ! After sailing in company 
for four-and-twenty years, I should be no better than a 
sneak, to part company because such a tiifle as a gallows 
hove in sight." 

''The pay of such a service should be both generous and 
punctual, and the cheer of the most encouraging character," 
the good-man observed in a way that manifested he should 
not be displeased were he to receive a reply. Fid was in 
no disposition to baulk his curiosity, but rather deemed him- 
self bound, since he had once entered on the subject, to 
leave no part of it in obscurity. 

*• As for the pay, d'ye see," he said, "it is seaman's wages. 
J should despise myself to take less than falls to the share 
of the best foremast-hand in the ship, since it would be all 
the same as owning that I got my deserts. But master 
Harry has a way of his own in rating men's services; and if 
his ideas get jammed in an affair of this sort, it is nomarling- 
spike that I handle which can loosen them. I once just 
named the propriety of getting me a quarter-master's birth ; 
but devil the bit would he be doing the thing, seeing, as he 
said himself, that I have a fashion of getting a little hazy at 
times, which would only be putting me in danger of dis** 
grace ; since every body knows that the higher a monkey 
climbs in the rigging of a ship^ the easier every body o^ 
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de«k can sec that he h%$ a talL Then^ as to ehear, it la a 
seaman's fare ; sometimea a cat to spare for a frieady and 
somedoaes a buogiy stomach." 

** But then there are often divisions of tbe-«»a<-*ar--lho 
prize- money, in this succeassful cruiser?'' demanded the 
good'man, averting his fi»ee as he spoke, perhaps from a 
conscioasness that it might betray an unseemly interest in 
tJie answer. ^* I dare say, yon receive amends for all 3roar 
suffering* when the purser gives forth the spoils.'' 

^< Hark ye, brother,'^ said Fid, again assuming a look of 
significance, '* can you tell me where the Admiralty eonrt 
sits which condemns her prises?" 

The good-man returned the glanee with interest ; hot an 
extraordinary uproar in another part of the vessel, cut 
short the dialogue, just as there was a rational probability 
it might lead to some consolatory explanations between the 
parties. 

As the action of the tale is shortly to be set in motion 
agaio, we shall refer the cause of the commotion to the 
ppening of the succeeding chapter. 



CHAPTER XX. 

— — ^^^ Come, and get thee a sword, though made of lath 
They have been up these two days*'' 

Kmg Mmuy VJ. 

While the little by-play, that we have just related was 
enacting on the fore-yafd-arai of the Bover, scenes that 
partook equally of the nature of tragedy and farce, were in 
the process of exhibition elsewhere. The contest between 
the possessors of the deck and those active tenants of the 
top, so often named, was far from having reached its ternii* 
nation. Blows bad in more than one instance sucoeeded 
angry words ; and as the former was a part of the sports in 
which the marines and waisters were on an equality with 
their more ingenious tormentors, the war was beginning to 
be waged with some appearances of a very doubtful miocess. 
Nightingale, however, was always ready to recall the com* 
batants to their sense of propriety, with his well-knowa 
wind of the call, and his murmuring voice. A long shrill 
whistle, with the words, '^Good humour, ahoyi" had 
hitherto served to keep down the rising tempers of the dif- 
ferent parties^ when the joke bore too hard on the Ufh 
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f^itited uMittf or the WYtvgvMf thongb perbapeleti mettle* 
some member of the after-gaard. Bat an oversight, on the 
part of btm wbo in common kept so Tigilant an eye on the 
raOTements of all beneath hi» orders, had nearly led to 
resttlts of a fiir more serious netore^ 

No soOner had the erew oommeneed the different roagb 
sportif we hare jnst related, than the rein which had in-* 
daeed the Roter to loosen the reins of discipline, for the 
moment, seemed snddenly to snbelde. The gay and oheer« 
ful air that he had maintained in his dialogue with his 
female gaests (or prisoners, whichever he might be disposed 
to consider them) had disappeared in a thoagbtfal and 
clouded brow. His eye no longer lighted with those gHm^* 
merifigs of way'-watd and sarcastic hvmoar in which he 
mneh loved to indulge, bat its expression became pain-* 
fttlly settled and austere. It was evidadt that his mind 
had relapse^ In one of those brooding reveries that so 
often obscured his playful and vivacious mien, as a shadow 
darkens the golden tints of the Held of ripe and waving 
com. 

While most of those who were not actors in the noisy and 
liTimorons achievements of tho erew steadily regarded the 
8ame, some with wonder, others with distrust, and all with 
more or less of the humour of the hour, the Rover, to all 
appearance, was quite unconscious of ail that was going on 
before his face. It is true that at times he raised his eyes 
to the active beings who clung like squirrels to the ropes, 
«)r suffered them to fall on the duller movements of the men 
below ; but it was always with a vacancy which proved that 
the image they carried to the brain was dim and illusory. 
The looks he cast from time to time on Mrs. Wyllys and 
her fair and deeply interested pupil, betrayed the workings 
of the temper of the inward man. It was only in these 
brief but comprehensive glances that the feelings by which 
ho wad governed might have been, in ftny manner, traced 
to their ^^rrigin. Sti41 would the nicest observer have been 
puzzled, if not baffled, in endeavouring to pronounce on the 
entire character of tiie emotions uppermost in his mind^ At 
instants it might have been fancied that some unholy and 
licentious passion was getting the ascendency ; and then, as 
Ills eye ran rapidly over the chaste and matronly, tbotgh 
itill attraetive, eountenance of the governess, no imagination 
was necessary toj-ead the look of doubt, as welPhs respect, 
with which he gased. 

It was while thus occupied that the sports pvooeeded, 
•ometimes humorous, and forcing smiles even from the lip' 
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of the half-terri6ecl Oertrade, bat always tending to that 
iriolence and otttbreaking of aoger, which might at any mo^ 
ment set at naaght the discipline of a vessel in which bo 
other means to enforce authority existed, than soch as its 
officers could on the instant command. Water#had been «o 
lavishly expended that the decks were running with the 
fluid, even more than one flight of spray having invaded the 
privileged precincts of the poop. Every ordinary device of 
similar scenes had been resorted to by the men aloft, to 
annoy their less advantageously posted ship>mates beneath ; 
and such means of retaliation had been adopted as use or 
facility rendered obvious. Here a hog and a waister were 
seen swinging against each other, pendant beneath a top ; 
there, a marine lashed in the rigging, was obliged to sofier 
the manipulation of a pet monkey, which, drilled to the duty, 
and armed with a comb, was posted on his shoulder, with 
an air as grave and an eye as observant, as tl^ugh he had 
been regularly educated in the art of the perruquier ; and 
every where some coarse and practical joke proclaimed the 
licentious liberty which had been momentarily accorded to 
a set of beings who were in common kept in that restraint 
which comfort, no less than safety, requires for the well* 
ordering of an armed ship. 

In the midst of the noise and turbulence, a voice was 
heard, apparently issuing from the ocean, hailing the T«xse] 
by name, with the aid of a speaking-trumpet, that had been 
applied to the outer circumference of a hawse-hole. 

'' Who speaks the * Dolphin ?' " demanded Wilder, in re. 
ply, when be perceived that the summons had fallen on the 
dull ears of his commander, without recalling him to the 
recollection of what was in action. 

*< Father Neptune is under your fore-foot.*' 

<< What wills the god T 

** He has heard that certain strangers have come into his 
dominions, and he wishes leave to come aboard the saucy 
* Dolphin,' to enquire into their errands, and to overhaul the 
log-book of their characters.'' 

*' He is welcome. Show the old man aboard through the 
head ; he is too experienced a sailor to wish to come in by 
the cabin windows." 

Here the parlance ceased ; for Wilder turned upon his 
{leel, as though he were already disgusted with his part of 
the mumntfry. '^ 

An athletic seaman soon appeared, seemingly issniag from 
the element whose deity he aspired to personate. Mops, 
dripping with brine, supplied the place of hoaiy locks ; gulf- 
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meadf d whicli aeres were floating within a league of the 
shi^ composed a sort of negligent mantle ; and in his hand 
be hoie a trident made of three marling-spilces properly ar- 
ranged, and borne on the staff of a half-pike. Thus accoutred, 
the god of the ocean, who was no less a personage than the 
eaptain of the forecastle, adyanced, with a suitable air of 
dignhy along the deck, attended by a train of bearded 
water-nymphs and naiades in a costume no less grotesque 
than his own. Arrived on the quarter-deck, in front of the 
position occupied by the officers, the principal personage 
saluted the gr^rap with a wave of his sceptre, and resumed 
the discourse as follows ; Wilder, from the continued ab- 
straction of his commander, finding himself under the neces- 
sity of maintaining one portion of the dialogue. 

** A wholesome and prettily-rigged boat have you come 
out in this time, my son ; and one well filled with a noble 
set of my children. How long might it be since you left the 
land?'' 

"Some eight days ago/' ^ 

"Hardly time enough to give the green ones the use of 
their sea legs. 1 shall be able to find them by the manner 
in which they hold on in a calm," [Here the General, who 
was standing with a scornful and averted eye, let go his 
hold of a mizen-shroad, which he had grasped for no other 
visible reason than to render his perscm utterly immoveable ; 
Neptune smiled, and continued,] ' I sha'n't ask concerning 
the port you are last from, seeing that the Newport soundings 
are still hanging about the flukes of your anchors* I hope 
yon haven't brought out many fresh hands with yon, for I 
smell the stock-fish aboard a Baltic-man who is coming down 
with the trades, and who can't be more than a hundred 
leagues from this ; I shall, therefore have but little time to 
overhaul your people, in order to give them their papers." 

" You see them all before you. So skilful a mariner 
as . Neptune needs no advice when or how to tell a sea- 
man." 

" I shall then begin with this gentleman," continued the 
waggish head of the forecastle, turning towards the still and 
motionless chief of the marines. " There is a strong look of 
the land about him ; and I should like to know how many 
hours it is since he first floated over blue water." 

" I believe he has made many voyages; and I dare say 
has long since paid the proper tribute to your majesty." 

"Well, well; the thing is like enough, tho'f I will say I 
have known scholars make better use of their time, if be 



4^ THE USD ftOYEA* ^ 

iai been so long on. tiie wnter [as yen pretend/ 'H«w %i H 

witk these ladies! ** 

Both have been at sea before, and have a right to pass 
without a question/' resumed Wilder, a little hastily. 

<< The youngest is eomely enough to Ivare been foorn in my 
dominions/' said the gallant sovereign of the sea ; '* bat no 
one can refuse to answer a hail that comes straight from the 
mouth of old Neptune; so if it makes na great difference ifi 
your honour's reckoning, I will just beg the young woman to 
do her own talking/' Then witho«^t paying the least atten* 
tion to the angry glance that shot from the eye of Wildei^ the 
sturdy representative of the god addressed himself directly to 
Gertrude, '^ If, as report goes of you, my pretty damsel, you 
have seen blue water before this passage, you may be able 
to recollect the name of the vessel, and some other partica- 
larsoftherun?'' 

The face of our heroine changed itsoolour from re.d to pale 
as jrapidly, and as glowingly, as the eve<iing sky ftushe* 
and retufns to its pearl-like loveliness \ but she kept down 
her feelings sufficiently to anslrer, with an air of entire self- 
possession — 

Were I to enter into all these little particulars, it WDuld 
detain you from more worthy subjects. Ferhaps this cer- 
tificate will convince you that I am no novice on the sea." 
is she spoke, a guinea fell from her white hand into the 
broad and. extended pal m of hear interrogator. . 

*' I can only account for my not remembering your lady- 
ship, by llie great extent and heavy nature of my business/' 
returned the audacious freebooter, bowing with an air of 
rude politeness as he pocketed the offerii^. <' Had 1 looked 
into my books before I came aboard this here ship, I should 
have seen through the mistake at once ; for I now remember 
that I ordered one of my limners to take your pretty face, 
in order that I might show it to my wife at home. The' fel- 
low did it well enough^ in the shell of.an £ast-Indi|i 4t.v«tef ; 
1 will have a copy set in coral, and sent to your husbdtid, 
whenever you may see fit to choose one/' 

Then repeating his bow, With a scrape of the fbot, he 
turned to the governess, in order to continue bis examinatiott. 
** And you, madam,'' he said, " is tliis the first time you 
have ever come into my dominions, or not? '' 

'' Neither the first, nor the twentieth ; I have often seen 
vour majesty before/' 

<VAn old acquaintance! In what latitude might it be 
^at we fifit foil ^ with eaoh other ? " 
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^^1 l>eiieve I first enjoyed that banoar quite thirty years 
nnce, ander the equator/' 

** Ay, ay, I'm o£teii there, looking oat for Indiamen, and 
Y3ur bocneward-boand Brazil traders. I boarded a parli- 
cnlarly great number that very sea^oa, but can't say I^e- 
member your counteaanee." 

'* I fear that thirty years have made some changes in it,'' 
returned the governess, with a smile, which tlioogh mourn- 
ful, was far too dignified in its melancholy, to induee the 
suspicion that she reiri^tted a loss so vain as that of her 
persomU charms. ** I was in a vessel of the king, and one 
that was a little remarkable by its siae, since it was of three 
decks." 

The god received the guinea, which was now secretly 
offered, but it would seem that success had quickened his 
covetousness, for instead of returning thanks, he rather ap- 
peared to manifest a dii^position to increase the amount of 
the bribe* 

^' All this may be just as your ladyship says,'^ he rejoined ; 
^' bat the interest of my kingdom, and a targo family at 
home, make it necesary that I should look shaipto my rights. 
Was there a flag in the vessel ?*' 

'* There was." 

'^ Then it is likely they hoisted^ it as usual, at the end of 
the jib-boom?*' 

'^It was hoisted, as is usual with a vice-admiral, at the 
fore." 

" Well answered, for petticoats ?" muttered the deity, a 

little baffled in his artifiee. **It is d d queer, saving 

your ladyship's presence, that I should have forgotten such 
a ship. Was there any thing of the extraordinary sort, that 
one would be likely to remember?" 

The features of the governess had already lost their forced 
pleasantry, in a shade of grave reflection, and her eye was 
evidently fastened on vacancy, as she answered, to all ap- 
pearance like one who thought, aloud, — 

** I can at this moment see the arch and roguish manner 
with which that wayward boy, who then had but eight y^ars, 
over-reached the cunning of the mimic Neptune, and retali- 
ated for liis devices, by turning the laugh of all on board on 
his own head !'•' 

**Wa« he but eight f* demanded a deep voice at her 
elbow. 

" Eig^t in years, but maturer in artifice," returned Mrs, 
Wyllys, seeming to awake from a trance, as she turned her 
eyes full upon the face of the Rover. 
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Well, well," interrupted the captain of the foieo^ti^ 
who cared not to continue an enquiry in which his droadetf 
commander saw fit to tai^c a part, ** I dare say it is all nghU 
I will look into my journal, if I find it so, well — if not, why, 
it's only giving the ship a head-wind, until 'I've overhaal^ 
the Dane, and then it will be all in good time to receive the 
balance of the fee/' 

So saying, the god hurried past the officers, and turned his 
attention to the marine guard, who had grouped themselves 
in a body, secretly aware of the necessity each man might 
be under of receiving support from his fellows, in so search- 
ing a scrutiny. Perfectly familiar with the career each in- 
dividual among them had run, in his present lawless profes- 
sion, and secretly apprehensive that his authority might be 
forced suddenly from him, the chief of the forecastle selected 
a raw landsman from among them, bidding his attendants 
(o drag the victim forward, where he believed they might act 
the cruel revels he contemplated with less danger of inter- 
ruption» Already irritated by the laughs which had been 
created at their expense, and resolute to defend their com- 
rade, the marines resisted. A long, clamorous, andangrj* 
dispute succeeded, during which each party maintained it 
right to pursue the course it had adopted. From words th( 
disputants were not long in passing to the signs of hostilities. 
It was while the peace of the ship hung, as it were suspend- 
ed by a hair, that the General saw fit to express the di8gn&* 
of such an outrage upon discipline, which had, throughout 
the whole scene, possessed his mind. 

'' I protest against this riotous and unmilitary procedure,'' 
he said, addressing himself to his still abstracted and thought- 
ful superior ; ** I have taught my men, I trust, the proper 
spirit of soldiers, and there is no greater digrace can happen 
to one of them than to lay hands on him, except it be in the 
regular and wholesome way of a cat. — I give open warning 
to all, that, if a finger is put upon one of my bullies, unless 
as I have said, in the way of discipline^ it will be answered 
with a blow." 

As the General had not essayed to smother his voice, it 
was heard by his followers, and produced the effect which 
might have been expected. A vigorous thrust from the fist 
of the sergeant, drew mortal blood from the visage of the god 
of the sea, and at once established his terrestrial origin. 
Thus compelled to support his manhood, in more senses than 
one, the stout seaman retured the salutation, with such addi- 
tional embellishments as the exigencies of the moment seem- 
ed to require. Such an interchange of civilities between two 
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am pronainent penMmages, was ike signal of general hostilities 
a»o«g tbeir respective followers. The aproar that attended 
the onset kad eaught tfoe attention of Fid, who, the instant 
he SAW the nature of the i^rts below, abandoned his eom- 
ftRfifea on the yard, and slid downwards to the decic by the 
aid of a baekstay, iinth about as niiKsii facility as that carica- 
ture of man, the monkey, eoold have pefformed the sanie 
oiaaeewre. His exam^ was followed by all the topcnaa ; 
and, in less than a minute, there was every appearance that 
ike- audacious marines would be borne down by the bheer 
fovce of nomfoers. But, stout in their resolution, and bitter 
» tkeir hostility, these drilled and resentfui warriors, instead 
of seeking refuge in flight, fell upon each other for support. 
JBayonets were seen gteaming in thesun ; while some of the 
•eamea, fa tiie exterior of the crowd, were already laying 
their hands on the half pikes that formed a warlike ornament 
to the foot of the mast. 

** Hold ! stand back every man of you ! " cried Wilder 
dashing into the centre of the throng, and forcing them aside, 
with a kaste that was possibly quickened by the recollection 
of the increased danger that would surround the unprotected 
females, should the bands of subordination be onee fairly 
broken among so lawless and desperate a crew. ** On your 
lives, fall back and obey. And you, sir, who claim to be so 
good a soldier, I call on you to bid your men refrain.*' 

The general, however disgusted he might have been by 
the previous scene, had too many important interests in- 
volved in the interior peace of the vessel, not io exert himself 
at this appeal. He was seconded by all the inferior officers, 
wko well knew that their lives, as well as their comfort, de- 
pended on staying the torrent that had so unexpectedly 
broken loose. But they only proved how hard it is to uphold 
an authority that is not established on the foundation of 
legitimate power. Neptune had cast aside his masquetade ; 
and backed by all his stout forecastle-men, was evidently 
preparing for a conHict that might speedily give him greater 
pretensions to immortal nature, than those he had just re- 
jected. Until now, the offiOers, partly by threats, and partly 
by remonstrances, had so far controlled the outbreaking, 
that the time had been passed rather in preparations than 
in violence. But the marines had seized their arms ; while 
two crowded masses of the mariners were forming on either 
side of the main mast, abundantly provided with pikes, and 
such other weapons as the bars and handspikes of the ves- 
sel alforded. One or two of the cooler heads among the 
latter, had even proceeded so far as to clear away a gun, 

y3 
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which they were poiating inboard, and in a direction that 
might haTC swept a moiety of the quarter-deck* In short, 
the broil hAd just reached that pass when another blow, 
stmclL from either side, must have given up the vessel to 

Elunder and massacre. The danger of such a crisis was 
eightened by the biUvr taunts that broke forth from fiAy 
profane lips, which were only opened to lavish the coarsest 
revilings on the persons and characters of their respective 
enemies. 

During the &ye minutes that might have flown by in such 
sinister and tfaieatening symptoms of insubordination, the 
individual who was chiefly interested in the maintenance 
of discipline, had manifested the most extraordinary indif- 
ference, or rather unconsciousness, to all that was passing 
so near him. With his arms folded on his breast, and bis 
eyes fastened on the placid sea, he stood motionless as the 
mast near which he had placed his person. Long accus- 
tomed to the noise of scenes similar to the one he had him- 
self provoked, he heard, in the confused sounds which rose 
unheeded on his ear, no more than the commotion which 
ordinarily attended the license of the hour* 

His subordinates in command, however, were far more 
active. Wilder had already beaten back the boldest of the 
seamen, and a space was cleared between the hostile parties, 
into which his assistants threw themselves, with the haste 
of men who knew how much was required at their hands. 
This momentary success might have been pushed too far; 
for believing that tbe.spirit of mutiny was subdued, our ad- 
venturer was proceeding to improve his advantage, by seis- 
ing the most audacious of the offenders, when his prisoner 
was immediately torn from his grasp by twenty of his con- 
federates. 

" Who's this that sets himself up for a commodore aboard 
the ' Dolphin V " exclaimed a voice in the crowd, at a most 
unhappy moment for the authority of the new lieutenant. 
**In what fashion did he come aboard us? or, in what ser- 
vice did he learn his trade? " 

" Ay, ay," continued another sinister voice, " where is 
the Bristol trader he was to lead into our net, and for which 
wc lost so many of the best days in the season, at a lazy 
anchor?" 

Ihen broke forth a general and simultaneous murmur, 
which, had such testimony been wanting, would in itself 
have manifested that the unknown officer was scarcely more 
fortanate in his present than in his recent service, llotli 
parties united in condemning his interference; and Ireni 
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boUi sides were heard scornful opiaions of his origin, ming^ied 
wiib certain fierce denunciations against his person. No< 
thing daunted by such palpable evidences of the danger of 
his situation, our adventurer answered to their taunts with 
the moat scornful smtle«, challenging a sin|;le individual of 
them all to dare to step forth and maintain his words by 
suitable actions. 

'* Hear him ! " exclaimed his auditors.— *' He speaks like 
a king's officer in chase of a smuggler ! *' cried one. — '^ Ay, 
he's a bt)ld'nn in a calm,'' said a second.-**' He's a Jonah, 
that has slipped into the cabin windows ! '' cried a third ; 
** and, while he stays in the * Dolphin/ luck will keep upon 
our weather- beam.'' — *' Into the sea with him ! overboard 
with the upstart ! into the sea with him ! where'!! he'll find 
tbata bolder and a better man has gone befoiehim !'' shouted 
a dozen at once ; some of whom immediately gave very une- 
quivocal demonstrations of an intention to put their threat 
in execution, — but two forms instantly sprang from the 
crowd, and threw themselves, like angry lions, between 
Wilder and his foes. The one who was foremost in the res- 
cue, faced short upon the advancing seamen, and, with a 
blow from an arm that was irresistible, levelled the represen- 
tative of Neptune to his feet, as though he had been a mere 
waxen image of a man. The other was not slow to imitate 
his example ; atid as the throng receded before this secession 
from its own numbers, the latter, who was Fid, flourished a 
fist that was as big as the head of a sizeable infant, while he 
loudly vociferated — 

"Away with ye, ye lubbers ! away with ye ! Would you 
run foul of a single man, and he an officer — and such an 
officer as ye never set eyes on before, except, mayhap, in 
the fashion that a cat looks upon a king ? I should like to 
see the man, among ye all, who can handle a heavy ship in 
a narrow channel, as I have seen master Harry here handle 
the saucy" — 

'* Stand back/' cried Wilder, forcing himself between his 
defenders and his foes, ** Stand back, I say, and leave me 
alone to meet the audacious villains !'' 

''Overboard with him! overboard with them all I" cried 
the seamen, ** he and his knaves together ! " 

*' Will you remain silent and see murder doi)e before 
ynur eyes?" exclaimed Mr^. Wyllys^ rushing from her 
place of retreat, and laying a hand eagerly on the arm of 
the Rover. 

He started like one who was awakened suddenly from a 
Ijl^ht sleep lookinv- ^- « * full and intentlv in the ciTe. 
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*' See V she ad4«d, pointing to the viotetit throng belcmr; 
where every sign of an inereased commotion was exhibiting 
itself. ** See, they kill your officer, and tiiere is none to htfp 
him ! " 

The look of foded marble which had so long been seated 
on bis features, vanished, as his ^e passed quickly over the 
scene. The organs took in the whole natnre of the action 
at the glance ; and, with the intellfgence, the blood came 
rashing into every vein and filMre of his indignant face. Seiz- 
ing a rope which hvng from the yard above his head, i^e 
swung his person off the poop, and fell lightly into the very 
centre of the crowd. Both parties felt back, while a sudden 
and breathing silence succeeded tea clamour that a moment 
before" would have drowned the roar of a cataract. Makin? 
a haughty and repelling motion with his arm, he spoke, and 
in a- voice that, if any change conld be noted, was even 
pitched on a key less high and threatening than common. 
But the lowest and the deepest of its intonations reached the 
most distant ear, and no one who heard was left to donbt its 
meaning. 

*♦ Mutiny !" he said, in a tone that strangely balanced be- 
tween irony and scorn; **open, violent, and bloody-seeking 
mutiny I Are ye tired of your lives, my men ? Is there one 
among yon all, who is willing to make himself an example 
for the good of the rest? If there be, let him lift a hand, a 
finger, a hair: let him speak, look me in the eye, or dare to 
show that life is in him, by sign, breath, or motion ! *' 

He paused ; and so general and absorbing was the spell 
produced by his presence and his mien, that, in all that 
crowd of fierce and excited spirits, there was not one so bold 
as to presume to brave his anger. Sailors and marines stood 
alike, passive, humbled, and obedient, as faulty children, 
when arraigned before an authority from which they feel, 
in every fibre, that escape is impossible. Perceiving that no 
voice answered, no limb moved, nor even an eye amonsr 
them them all was bold enough to meet his own steady 
but glowing look, he continued, in the same deep and com- 
manding tone— 

" It is well : reason has come of the latest; but, happily 
for yc all, it has returned. Fall back, fall back, I say ; yoa 
taint the quarter-deck.^' The,men receded a pace or two on 
every side of him. " Let those arms be stacked ; it will be 
lime to use them when 1 proclaim the need. And you, fel- 
lows, who have been so bold as to lift a pike without an 
Older, have a caie they do not burn your hands.'' A dozen 
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staves fell upon the deck together. ^* Is there a drummer in 
this ship ? — let him appear ! " 

A terrified and cringing -looking being presented himself, 
having found his instrument by a sort of desperate instinct. 

'* Now speak aloud, and let me know at once whether 1 
command a crew of orderly and obedient men, or a set of 
miscreants that require some purifying before I trust them." 

The first few taps of the drum sufficed to tell the men they 
heard the ** beat to quarters.'^ Without hesitating a reluc- 
tant moment, the crowd dissolved, and each of the delin- 
quents stole silently to his station ; the crew of the gun that 
had been turned inward, managing to thrust it through its 
port again, with a dexterity that might have availed them 
greatly in time of combat. Throughout the whole affair, the 
Rover had manifested neither anger nor impatience. Deep 
and settled scorn, with a high reliance on himself, had, in- 
deed, been exhibited in the proud curl of his lip, and in the 
swelling of his form, but not, for an instant, did it seem that 
he had suffered his ire to get the mastery of his reason. 
And, now that he had recalled his crew to their doty, he ap- 
peared no more elated with his success, than he had been 
daunted by the storm which, a minute before, had threatened 
the utter dissolution of his authority. Instead of pursuing 
his further purpose in haste, he awaited the observance of 
the minutest form which etiquette, as well as use, had ren- 
dered customary on such occasions. 

The officers approached, and reported their several divi- 
sions in readiness to engage, with exactly the same regular- 
i(y as if an enemy had been in sight. The topmen and sail- 
trimmcrs were enumerated, and found prepared ; shot-plugs 
and stoppers were handled; the magazine was even opened ; 
the arm-chests emptied of their contents ; and, in short, far 
more than the ordinary preparations of an every day exer- 
cise was observed. 

*' Let the yards be slung, the sheets and halyards stop- 
pered,'' he said to the first lieutenant, who now displayed 
as intimate an acquaintance with the military, as he had 
hitherto discovered with the nautical part of his profession ; 
** give the boarders their pikes and boarding- axes, sir; we 
will now show these fellows that we dare to trust them with 
arms ! '' 

These several orders were obeyed to the letter, and then 
succeeded that deep and grave silence which renders a crew 
at quarters a sight so imposing, even to those who have wit- 
nessed it from their boyhood. In this manner, the skilfal 
leader of this band of desperate marauders knew how to 
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curl) their violence with the festers of discipline. Wh «n ho 
believed their minds brought within the proper limits^ 'by the 
situation of restraint in which he had placed them/' where 
they well knew that a word or even a look of offence w ould 
be met by an instant as well as an awful panishment, he 
walked apart with Wilder, of whom* he demanded an ex- 
planation of what had passed* ^ 

Whatever might have been the natural tendency of ouj 
adventurer to mercy, he had not been educated on the sea 
to look with lenity on the crime of mutiny. Had his recent 
escape from the wreck of the Bristol trader been already 
banished from his mind, the impressions of a whole life still 
reniained to teach the necessity of keeping tight those cords 
which experience has So often proved are absolutely neces- 
sary to quell sJucb turbulent bands w1ien removed from the 
pale of society, the influence of woman, and when excited 
by the constant collision of tempers rudely provoked, and 
equally disposed to violence. Though he " set down naught 
in malice/' it is certain that he did *' nothing extenuate/' in 
the account he rendered. The whole of the facts were laid 
before the Rover in the direct unvarnished language of 
truth. 

** One cannot keep these fellows to their duty by preach- 
ing," returned the irregular chief, when the other had done. 
" We have no * Execution Dock ' for our delinquents ; no 
* yellow flag ' for fleets to gaze at ; no grave and wise-looking 
courts to thumb a book or two, and end by saying ' Hang 
him.' — The rascals knew my eye was off them. Once be- 
fore, they turned my vessel into a living evidence of that 
passage in the Testament which teaches humility to all, by 
telling us ' that the last shall be first, and the first last.' I 
found a dozen round-abouts drinking and making free with 
the liquors of the cabin, and all the oflScers prisoners for- 
ward — a stato of things, as you will allow, a little subversive 
of decency as well as decorum !" 

'^ I am amazed you should have succeeded in restoring 
discipline I '* 

*' I got among them single-handed, and with no other aid 
than a boat from the shore ; but I ask no more than a place 
for my foot, and room for an arm, to keep a thousand sach 
spirits in order. Now they know me, it is rare we misandei- 
stand each other.'* 

" You must have punished severely !" 

" There was justice done.— Mr. Wilder, I fear yoa find our 
service a little irregular, but a month of experieace will pat 
vou on a level with us, and remove all danger of such ano- 
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th*r fcene." As tbe Rover spoke, he facisd his recruit with 
a eonntenancc that endeavoured to be cheerful, but whose 
faiety could force itself no further than a frig^btful smile, 
**Conie," he qnickJy added, "this time I set the mischief 
afoot myself ; and,. as you see we are completely masters, we 
may afford to be lenient. Besides/' he continued, glancing 
his eyes towards the place where Mrs. Wyllys and Ger^ 
trade still remained in deep auspepse, awaiting his decision, 
^ it may be well to coasalt the sex of oar guests at such a 
moment/' 

Then leaving bis subordinate, the Hover advanced to the 
centre of the quarter-deck, whither he immediately sum- 
moned the principal offenders. The men listened to his re- 
bukes, which were not altogether free from admonitory 
warnings of what might be the consequences of a similar 
transgression, like creatures who stood in presence of a 
being of a natore superior to their own. Though he spoke 
in bis usual quiet tone, the lowest of his syllables went into 
the ears of the most distant of the crew, and when his brie t 
lesson ivas ended the men stood bef^-e him not only like 
delinqttents who had been reproved though pardoned, but 
with the air of criminals who. were as much condemned by 
their own consciousness as by the general voice. Among 
them all was only one seaman who perhaps from past ser- 
vice, was emboldened to venture a syllable in bis own jus? 
tififcation. 

** As for the matter with the marines,^' he said, " your 
honour knows there is little love between us, though cer- 
tain it is, a quarter-deck is no place to settle our begrudg* 
ings ; but as to the gentleman who has seen fit to step into 
the shoes of — • 

** It is my pleasure that be should remain there,'' hastily 
interrupted bis commander. ^'Of his merit I alone can 
judge/' 

^^ Weil, well, since it is your pleasure, sir, why, no man can 
dispute it. But no account has been rendered of the Bristol 
man, and great expectations were had aboard here from that 
very ship. Your honour is a reasonable gentleman, and will 
not be surprised that people who are on the look-out for an 
outward bound West Indiaman, should be unwilling to take 
Qp with a battered and empty launch in her stead/' 

'< Ay, sir, if I will it, you shall take an oar, a tiller^ a thole^ 
for your portion. No more of this ! You saw the condition 
of bis ship with your own own eyes, and where is the 
seaman who has not, on some evil day, been compelled to 
admit that his art Is nothing when the elements are against 
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him ? Who savea (his ship in the very gust thai has robbed 
us of our prize ? Was it yout skill, or was it that of a 
man who has often done it before, and who may one day 
leave you to your ignorance to manage your own interests ? 
It is enough that I believe him faithful. There is no time 
to convince your dullness of the propriety of all that's done. 
Away, and send me the two men who so nobly stepped be- 
tween their officer and mutiny .'' 

Then came Fid, followed by the negro, rolling along the 
deck, and thumbling his hat with one hand, while the other 
sought an awkward retreat in a part of his vestments. 

** You have done well, my lad, you and your messmate'' — 

'' No messmate, your honour, seeing that he is a nigger," 
interrupted Fid. *^ The chap messes with the other blacks, 
but we take a pull at the can, now and then, in com- 
pany.'^ 

" Your friend, then, if you prefer that term.* 

" Ay, ay, sir, we are friendly enough at odd times, thongh 
a breeze often springs up between us. Guinea has a d — ^ 
awkward fashion of luffing up in his talk, and your honour 
knows it isn't always comfortable for a white man to be 
driven to leeward by a black. I tell him it is inconvenient 
He is a good enough fellow in the main, howsomever, sir, and 
as he is just an African bred and born, I hope you'll be good 
enough to overlook his little failings." 

** Were I otherwise disposed," returned the Rover, " his 
steadiness and activity to-day would plead in his favour." 

*'Yes, yes, sir, he is somewhat steady, which is more 
than I can always say in my own behalf. Then, as for 
seamanship, there are few men who are his betters ; I wish 
your honour would take the trouble to walk forward, and 
look at the heart he turned in the mainstay, no later than 
the last calm ; it takes the strain as easy as a small sin sits 
upon a rich man's conscience." 

** I am satisfied with your description ; you call him 
Guinea ?" 

'* Call him by anything along that coast, for he is no way 
particular, seeing he was never christened, and knows 
nothing at ail of the bearings and distances of religion. His 
lawful name is S'ip, or Shipio Africa, taken, as I sapiK>se, 
from the circumstance that he was first shipp'd from that 
quarter of the world. But, as respeets names, the fellow is 
as meek as a lamb ; you may call him anything, provided 
you don't call him too late to his grog." 

All this time, the African stood rolling his large davk 
•yet in every direction except towards the speakers, per 
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fectly content tbat his long-tried shipmate shonld serve. as 
)ijs interpreter. The . spirit which bad so recently been 
awakened in the Rover seemed already to be subsiding, for the 
haughty frown which had gathered on his brow, was dissi- 
pating in a look which bore rather the character of curiosity 
than any fiercer emotion. 

'* You have sailed long in company, my lads/' he care- 
lessly continued, addressing his words to neither of them in 
particular. 

'* Fall and by, in many a gale and many a calm, your 
Honour. 'Tis four-and- twenty years the last equinox, 
Guinea, since Master Harry fell across our hawse, and 
then we had been together three years in the ' Thunderer,' 
besides the run we made round the Horn in the ^ Bay' 
privateer." 

** Ah ! you have been four-and-twenty years with Mr. 
Wilder? It is not so remarkable that yon should set a 
valae on his life*" 

** I should as soon think of setting a price on the king's 
crown I" interrupted the straight-going seaman. I over- 
heard the lads, d'ye see, sir, just plotting to throw the three 
of as overboard, and so we thought it time to say something 
in our own favour, and words not always being at hand, the 
black saw fit to fill up the time with something that might 
answer the turn quite as well. No, no, he is no great 
lalker, that Guinea, nor for that matter, can I say much in 
my own favour in this particular ; but seeing that we clapp'd 
a stopper on their movements, your honour will allow that 
we did as well as if we had spoken as smartly as a young 
midshipman fresh from college, who is always for hailing a 
top in Latiq, you know, sir, for want of understanding the 
proper language," 

The Rover smiled, and he glanced his eye aside, appa- 
rently in quest of the form of our adventurer. Not seeing 
him at band, he was tempted to push his covert enquiries a 
little further, though too much governed by self-respect to 
let the intense curiosity by which he was influenced escape 
lilm in any direct and manifest interrogation. But an 
instant's recollection recalled him to himself, and he dis- 
carded the idea as unworthy of his character. 

" Your services shall not be forgotten. Here is gold," he 
said, offering a handful of the metal to the negro, as the one 
nearest his own person. ** Yon will divide it like honest 
shipmates, and you may ever rely on my protection.^ 

Scipio drew back, and with a motion of hb elbow, 
plied,— 
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His lionour will give 'em masser Harry .** 

" Your master Harry has it of hi» own, lad ; be baa no 
■eed of money," 

" A S'ip no need 'em eider." 

*' Toa will please to overlook the fellow's manners, sir,** 
said Fid, very coolly interposing his own hand, and just as 
deliberately pocketing the offering ; *' but I needn't tell as 
old a seaman as your honour, that Guinea, is no country 
to scrape down the seams of a man's behaviour in. How- 
somever, I can say this much for him, which is, that he 
thanks your honour just as heartily as if you had given him 
twice the sum. Make a bow to his honour, |boy, and do 
some credit to the company you have kept. And now, since 
this little difficulty about the money is gotten over by my 
presence of mind, with your honour's leave, I'll just step 
aloft and cast loose the lashings of that bit of a tailor on the 
larboard fore- yard-arm. The chap was never made for a 
topman, as you may see, sir, by the fashion in which he 
crosses his lower stanchions. That fellow will make a car- 
rick bend with his legs as easily as I could do the same with 
a yarn of white line I" 

The Rover signed for him to retire, and turning where he 
stood, he found himself confronted by Wilder. The eyes ot 
the confederates met, and a slight colour bespoke the con- 
sciousness of the former. Regaining his self-possession on 
the instant, however, he smilingly alluded to the charactei 
of Fid, and then, with an air of authority, he directed his 
lieutenant to have the ^* retreat from quarters" beat. 

The guns were secured, the stoppers loosened, the maga- 
zine closed, the ports lashed, and the crew withdrew to theii 
se\'eral ordinary duties, like men whose violence had been 
completely subdued by the triumphant influence of a master 
spirit. The Rover then disappeared from the deck, whic!: 
for a time was left to the care of an officer of the proper 
station. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Thibf, — ** Tie in the malace of mankind, that he thus advises us ; not 
to have us thrive in our mystery. 

Tnnon qf Athens, 

THRoUGHOtrr the whole of that day no change occurred in 
the weather. The sleeping ocean lay like a waving and 
glittering mirror, smooth and polished on its surface, though, 



THB RED ROVER, |266 

as asaa], the long rising and falling of a beavy ground-swell 
annoanced the commotion that was in action within some 
distant horizon. From the time that he left the deck until 
the sun laved its bnrnishedorb in the sea, the individual who 
so well knew how to keep alive his authority among the un- 
tamed that he governed, was seen no more. Satisfied with 
his victory, he no longer seemed ^to apprehend that it was 
possible any should be bold enough to dare to plot the over- 
throw of his power. This apparent confidence in himself did 
not fa 11 to impress his people favourably. As no neglect of 
duty was overlooked, nor any offence left to go unpunished, 
an eye that was not seen was believed by the crew to be ever 
on them, and an invisible hand was thought to be at 
all times uplifted, ready to strike or to reward. It was by 
a similar system of energy in moments of need and of forbear- 
ance when authority was irksome that this extraordinary 
man had so long succeeded as well in keeping down do- 
mestic treason as in eluding the utmost address and industry 
of his open enemy's. 

When the watch was set for the night, however, and the 
ship lay in the customary silence of the hour, the form of the 
Rover was again seen walking swiftly to and fro across the 
poop, of which he was now the solitary occupant The ves- 
sel had drifted in the stream of the gulf so far to the north- 
ward, that the little mound of blue had long sunk below the 
edge of the ocean ; and she was again surrounded, so far as 
haman eje might see, by an interminable world of water. 
As not a breath of air was stirring, the sails had been hand- 
ed, the tall and naked spars rearing themselves, in the gloom 
of the evening, like those of a ship which rested at her an- 
chors. In short, it was one of those hours of entire repose 
that the elements occasionally grant to such adventurers as 
trust their fortunes to the capricions government of the 
treacherous and unstable winds. 

Even the men, whose duty it was to be on the alert, were 
emboldened, by the general tranquillity, to become careless 
on their watch, and to cast their persons between the guns« 
or on different portions of the vessel, seieking that rest which 
the forms of discipline and good order proiiibited them from 
enjoying in their hammocks. Here and there, indeed, the 
head of a drowsy officer was seen nodding with the lazy 
heaving of the ship, as he leaned against the bulwarks, oi 
rested his person on the carriage of some gun that was placed 
beyond the sacred limits of the quarter-deck. One foim 
alone stood erect, vigilant, and evidently maintaining a 
watchful eye over the whole. This was Wilder, whose turn 
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to keep tbe deck had again airived, in the regular division 
of the service of the officers. 

For two hours not the slightest commanication occurred 
between the Rover and his lieutenant. Both rather avoided 
than sought the intercourse ; for each had his own secret 
sources of serious meditation. At the end of that period of 
silence, the former stopped short in his walk, and looked 
long and steadily at the still motionless figure on the deck 
beneath him. 

'* Mr. Wilder/^ he at length said, '* the air is fresher on 
this poop, and more free from the impurities of the vessel : 
will you ascend?" 

The other complied ; and for several minutes they walked 
silently, and with even steps, together, as seamen are wont 
to move in the hours of deep night. 

"We had a troublesome morning. Wilder," the Rover re- 
sumed, unconsciously batraying the subject of his thoughts, 
and speaking always in a voice so guarded that no ears, but 
his to whom he addressed himself, might embrace tbe 
sound. **Were you ever so near that pretty precipice, a 
mutiny, before ?" 

<* The man who is hit is nigher to danger than he who feels 
the wind of the ball." 

*' Ah ! you have then been bearded in your ship I Give 
yourself no uneasiness on account of the personal animosity 
which a few of the fellows saw fit to manliest against your- 
self. I am acquainted with their most secret thoughts, as 
you shall shortly know," 

** I confess that in your place I should sleep on a thorny 
pillow, with such evidences of the temper of my men before 
my mind. A few hours of disorder might deliver the vessel, 
on any day, into the hands of the government, and your own 
life to''— 

" The executioner ! And why not yours ?" demanded the 
Rover, so quickly as to give, in a. slight degree, an air of 
distrust to his manner. " But the eye that has often seen 
battles seldom winks. Mine has too often, and too steadily, 
looked danger in the face, to be alarmed at the sight of a 
king's pennant. Besides, it is not usual for us to be much 
on this ticklish coast ; the islands, and the Spanish main, 
are less dangerous cruising grounds.*' 

'< And yet, have you ventured here at a time when suc- 
cess against the enemy has given the admiral leisure to em- 
ploy a powerful force In youi pursuit." 

'* I had a reason for it. It is not always easy to separate 
the commander from the man. If I have temporarily for- 
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gotten the obligations of the former, in ttie wislies of the 
latter, so far, at least, harm has not come of it. 1 may >. 
hare tired of chasing your indolent l)dn, and of driving 
guardtt cdstas into port This life of oiirs is full of excite- 
ment -which I loTe : to me, there is interest even in a . 
mutitiyr 

**I like not treason. In tniS particular 1 confess myself 
like the boot who loses hU tesoltition in tbe dark. While 
the enemy is in view, 1 hope you will find me true as other 
men ; but sleeping over a mine is not an amusement to my 
taste.** 

'* So much for want of practice J ttazard is hazard, come 
in what shape it may$ and the human mind can as readily 
be taught to be indifferent to secret machinations as to open 
risk. Hush ! Struck the bell six or seven ?" 

*' Sleven^ Ydu see the men slumber as before. Instinct 
would wake them, Wei's their hour at hand." 

" *Tis well. 1 feared the time had passed. Yes, Wilder, I 
love suspense ; it keeps the faculties from dying, and throws a 
man upofi the better ptinciples of his nature* j^erhaps 1 owe 
it to a wayward spirit, but to me there is enjoyment in an 
adverse wind.** 

"And in a calm P** 

'* Calms may haf e their ctiarms for your quiet spiritsi 
but in them there is liothiiig to be overcome. One cannot 
stir the elements, though one may counteract their work« 

ings/' 

" You have not entered on thi» trade of yours"— ^ 

"Yours!" 

*< I might now have said * of ours/ since I too have become 
a Rover. ' 

** You a^e still in your noviciate," resumed the other, whose 
quick mind had alreadv passed the point at which the eon- 
versation had arrived ; " and high enjoyment had I in being 
the one who shrived you in your wishes. You manifested a 
skill in playing rdund your subject, without touching itf 
which gives me hopes of an apt scholar." 

** But no penitent, I trust." 

** That as it may be ; we are all liable to our moments of 
weakness, when we look on life as bookmen paint it, and 
think of beins; probationers where we are put iO enjoy. 
Yes, I angled tot you as the fisherman plays with the trout. 
Nor did I overlook the danger of deception. You Were 
faithful on the whole; though I protest against your ever 
ngilin acting ^o much against my interests as to intrigue to 
keep the fcame from coming to my net." 
z 3 
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** When, and how, aave I done this ? You have yourself 
admitted'' — 

*'That the 'Royal Caroline' was prettily handled, and 
wrecked by the will of heaven. I speak of nobler quarries 
now than such as any hawk may fly at. Are you a woman- 
hater, that you would fain have frightened the noble-minded 
woman, and the sweet girl, who are beneath our feet at 
this minute, froui enjoying the high privilege of your com- 
pany ? " 

**Was it treacherous to wish to save a woman from a 
fate like that, for instance, which bung over them both 
this very day ? For, while your authority exists in this ship, 
I do not think there can be danger, even to her who is so 
lovely.'' 

''By heavens. Wilder, you do me no more than justice. 
Before harm should come to that fair innocent, with this 
hand would I put the match into the magazine, and send 
her, all spotless as she is, to the place from which she seems 
to have falJen." 

Our adventurer listened greedily to these words, though 
he little liked the strong language of admiration with 
which the Rover was pleased to clothe his generous senti- 
ments. 

''How knew you of my wish to serve them?'' he de- 
manded, after a pause, which neither seemed in a hurry to 
break. 

''Could I mistake 3'our language? I thought it plain 
enough when spoken." 

"Spoken!" exclaimed Wilder, in surprise. "Perhaps 
part of my confession was then made when I least believed 
it." 

The Rover did not answer : but his companion saw, by 
the meaning smile which played about his lip, that he had 
been the dupe of an audacious and completely successful 
masquerade. Startled, perhaps, at discovering how intri- 
cate were the tolls into which he had rushed, and possibly 
vexed at being so thoroughly over-reached, he made several 
turns across the deck before bo again spoke. 

" I confess myself deceived," he at length said, " and 
henceforth I shall submit to you as a master from whom one 
may learn, but who can never be surpassed. The landlord 
of the * Foul Anchor,' at least, acted in his proper person, 
whoever might have been the aged seaman." 

*' Honest Joe Joram ! An useful man to a distressed 
mariner, you must allow. How liked you the Newpoit 
pilot ? " ^ r- 
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" Was he an agent too? " 

'< For the job merely. I trust sach knaves no further 
than their own eyes can see. But, hist ! Heard you no* 
thing ? " 

'* I thought a rope had fallen in the water." 

'' Ay, it is so. Now you shall find how thoroughly I over- 
look these turbulent gentlemen.'' 

The Rover then cut short the dialogue, which was grow* 
ing deeply interesting to his companion, and moved with a 
light step to the stern, over which he hung for a few mo* 
ments, by himself, like a man who found a pleasure in gaz- 
ing at the dark surface of the sea. But a slight noise, like 
that produced by agitated ropes, caught the ear of his com- 
panion, who instantly placed himself at the side of his com* 
mander, where he did not wait long without gaining 
another proof of the manner in which he, as well as all the 
rest of the crew> were circumvented by the devices of their 
leader^ 

A man was guardedly, and from his situation, with some 
difficulty, moving round the quarter of the ship, by the 
aid of the ropes and mouldings, which afforded him suffi- 
cient means to effect his object. He,^ however, soon reached 
a stern ladder, where he stood suspended, and evidently 
endeavouring to discern which of the two forms, that were 
overlooking bis proceedings, was that of the individual be 
sought. 

** Are you there, Davis ? '' said the Rover, in a voice but 
little above a whisper, first laying his hand lightly on Wil- 
der, as though he would tell him to attend. ** I fear you 
have been seen or heard." 

'* No fear of that, your Honour. I got out at the port by 
the cabin bulkhead ; and the after-guard are all as sound 
asleep as if they had the watch below.'' 

" It is well. What news bring you from the people ?" 

'* Lord ! your Honour may tell them to go to church, and 
the stoutest sea-dog of them all wouldn't dare to say he had 
forgotten his prayers." 

** You think them in a better temper than they were ?" 

'* I know it, sir : Not but what the will to work mischief 
is to be found in two or three of the men ; but they dare not 
trust each other. Your Honour has such winning ways with 
you, that one never knows when he is on safe grounds in 
setting up to be master." 

** Ay* this is ever the way with your disorganisers," mut- 
tered the Rover, just loud enough to be heard by Wilder. 

A little more honesty than they possess, is just wanted, w 
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order that each may enjoy the faith of his neighbour. And 
how did the f^owt receive the lenity? Did I well ? or musv 
the morning bring itt punishment?" 

** It is better as it stands, sir. The people know whose 
memory is good, and they talic already of the danger of add- 
ing another reckoning to this they feel certaid yon have 
not forgotten. There is the captain Of the forecastle, who 
is a little bitter, ai asual, and the more io just now. on 
account of the knoek^down he got from the fist of the 
black." 

'' Ay, he is ever troublesome ; a settling day must come 
at last with the rogue/^ 

** It will be a small matter to eilpend him in boat>service, 
sir ; and the ship's company will be all the better for his 
absence*" 

*' Well, well; no more of bim/' Interrupted the Hover, a 
little impatiently, as if he liked not that his companion should 
look too deeply into the policy of his goyernment, so early 
in his initiation. '' I will see to hfm« If I mistake not, fel- 
A>w, you over-acted your own part to-day, and were a little 
too forward in leading on the trouble." 

" I hope your Honour will remember that the crew had 
been piped to mischief; besides, there could be no great harm 
in washing the powder off a few marines.'^ 

'* Ay, but yon pressed the point after your oAcer had seen 
fit to interfere. Be wary in future, lest you make the acting 
too true to nature, and you get applauded in a manner qoite 
as welt performed." 

The fellow promised caution and amendment ; and then 
he was dismissed, with his reward in gold, and with an in- 
j auction to be secret in his return. So soon as the interview 
was ended, the Rover and Wilder resumed their walk ; the 
former having made sure that no evesdropper had been at 
hand to steal into his mysterious connexion With the spy. 
The silence was again long, thoughtful, and deep. 

*' Good ears," recommenced the Rover, ** are nearly as im- 
portant, in a ship like this, as a stout heart. The rogues for- 
ward most not be permitted to eat of the fruit of knowledge, 
lest we who are in the cabins die." 

*'This is a perilous service in which we are embarked,'' 
observed his companion, by a sort of involuntary exposure 
of his secret thoughts. 

The Rover remained silent, making many turns across the 
deck, before he again opened his lips. When he spoke, it 
it was in a voice so bland and gentle, that his words sounded 
more like the admonitory tones of a considerate friend, than 
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hke the language of a man who had long been assooiated 
with a set of beings so rade and unprincipled as those with 
whom he was now seen. 

*' Tou are still on the threshold of your life, Mr. Wilder," 
he said, *' and it is all before you to choose the path on which 
you will go. As yet, you have been present at no violation 
of what the world calls its laws ; nor is it too late to say you 
never will be. I may have been selfish in my wish to gain 
you ; but try me ; and you will find that self, though often 
active, cannot, nor does not, long hold its dominion over my 
mind. Say but the word, and yon are free ; it is easy to de- 
stroy the little evidence which exists of your having made 
one of my crew. The land is not tar beyond that streak of 
fading light ; before to-morrow's sun shall set, your foot may 
tread it." 

*«Then, why not both? If this irregular life be evil for 
me, it is the same for you. Could I hope" — 

'* What woald you say ?" calmly demanded the Rover, after 
waiting sufficiently long to be sure his companion hesitated 
to continue. *' Speak freely ; your words are for the ears of 
a friend.^' 

^* Then, as a friend will I unbosom myself. You say, the 
land is here in the west. It would be easy for you and I, 
men nurtured on the sea, to lower this boat into the water ; 
and profiting by the darkness, long ere our absence could 
be known, we should be lost to the eye of any who might 
seek us.'' 

« Whither would you steer f 

'< To the shores of America, where shelter and peace might 
be found in a thousand secret places." 

^< Would you have a man, who has so long lived a 
prince among his followers, become a beggar in a land of 
.strangers V 

** But you have gold. Are we not masters here ? Who Is 
there that might dare even to watch our movements, until 
we were pleased ourselves to throw off the authority with 
which we are clothed ? Ere the middle watch was set, all 
might be done.*' 

** Alone ! Would you go alone V 

*^ No—not entirely — ^that is — ^it would scarcely become us, 
as men, to desert the females to the brutal power of those we 
should leave behind." 

'* And would it become us, as men, to desert those who put 

faith in our fidelity ! Mr. Wilder, your proposal would make 

■fie a villain ! Lawless, in the opinion of the world, have I 

ong beep; but a traitor to my faith and plighted word, 



^m THE »BD ROVBE* 

iiever I The hour may come when the beings whose woild 
M in this ship shall part ; but the separation must be opeiii 
voluntary, and manly. You never knew what drew me 
into the haunts of man, when we first met in the town 
of Boston ? " 

*^ Never/' returned Wilder, in a tone of deep disappoint- 
ment. 

'* Listen, and you shall hear. A sturdy follower had fallen 
into the hands of the minions of the law. It was necessary 
to save him. He was a man I little loved, but he was one 
who had ever been honest, after his opinions. I could not 
desert the victim; nor could any but I effect his escape. 
Gold and artifice succeeded ; and the fellow is now here, to 
sing the praises of his commander to the crew. Could I for- 
feit a good name, obtained at so much hazard V* 

** You would forfeit the good opinions of knaves, ,to gain 
a reputation among those whose commendations are an 
honour.'* 

** I know not. You little understand the nature of man, 
if you are now to learn that he has pride in maintaining a 
reputation for even vice, when he has once purchased noto- 
riety by its exhibition. Besides, I am not fitted for the 
world, as it is found among your dependant colonists." 

'' You claim your birth, perhaps, in the mother country?" 
. '* I am no better than a poor provincial, sir ; an humble 
satellite of the mighty sun. You have seen my flags, Mr 
Wilder : — but there was one wanting among them all ; ay, 
and one which had it existed, it would have been my pride, 
my glory, to have upheld with my heart's best blood !" 

**l know not what you mean.''' 

** I need not tell a seaman, like you, how many noble rivers 
pour their waters into the sea along this coast of which we 
have been speaking — how many wide and commodious 
havens abound there — or how many sails whiten the ocean, 
that are manned by men who first drew breath on that spa- 
cious and peaceful soil." 

** Surely I know the advantages of the country you mean.*' 

" I fear not l" quickly returned the Rover. *• Were they 
known, as they should be, by you and others like you, the 
flag I mentioned^ would soon be found in every sea ; nor 
'would the natives of our country have to succumb to the 
hirelings of a foreign prince." 

** I will not affect to misunderstand your meaning ; for I 
have known others as visionary as yourself in fancying that 
such an event may arrive." 

" May !— As certain as that star will scttu 8n ihc ocean, 
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ar ihnt day is to sacceed to nigbt, it must. Had that flag 
been abroad, Mr. Wilder, no man would have ever heard 
the name of the Red Rover" 

" The king has a service of his own, and it is open to all 
his sabjects alike/' 

** I could be a subject of a king ; but to be the subject of 
a subject. Wilder, exceeds the bounds of my poor patience 
I was educated, I might almost have said born, in one of his 
vessels ; and how often have I been made to feel, in bitter- 
ness, that an ocean separated my birlh-place from the foot- 
stool of his throne! Would you think it, sir? one of his 
commanders dared to couple the name of my country with 
an epithet f will not wound your ear by repeating I " 

" I hope you taught the scoundrel manners." 

The Rover faced his companion, and there was a ghastly 
smile on his speaking features, as he answered, — 

" He never repeated the offence ! 'Twas his blood or 
mine ; and dearly did he pay the forfeit of his brutality !" 

" You fought like men, and fortune favoured the injured 
party**' 

"We fought, sir, — But I had dared to raise my hand 
against a native of the holy isle ! — It is enough, Mr. Wilder ; 
the king rendered a faithful subject desperate, and he has 
had reason to repent it. Enous^h for the present ; another 
time I may say more. — Good night." 

Wilder saw the figure of his companion descend the lad- 
der to the quarter-deck ; and then was he left to pursue the 
current of his thoughts alone, during the remainder of a 
watch which, to his impatience, seemed without an end. 



CHAPTER XXn. 

She made good view of me ; indeed so much, 
That sure, methought, her eyes had lost her tongue, 
For she did speak in starts, distractedly, 

TiMlfth Night. 

Though roost o^ the crew of the * Dolphin ' slept, either in 
their bammoAHii or among the guns, there were bright and 
anxious eyes still open in a different part of the vessel. 
The Fover nad relinquished his cabin to Mrs. Wyllys and 
Gertrude from the moment they entered the ship, and we 
shall shift the scene to that apartment, (already sufficiently 
described to render the reader familiar with the objeeta it 
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contained) resomtng the action of the tale at an early part 
of the discourse just related in the preceding chapter* 

It will not he necessary to dwell upon the feelings with 
which the female inmates ot the vessel had witnessed the 
disturbances of that day; the conjectures and suspicions to 
which they guyo rise may be apparent in what is about to 
follow. A mild soft light fell from the lamp of wrought and 
massive silver, that was suspended from the upper deck, 
obliquely upon the painfully pensive countenance of the 
governess, while a few of its strongest rays lighted the youth- 
ful bloom, though less expressive because less meditative 
lineaments of her companioiL 'the back-groond was occu- 
pied, like a dark shadow in a picture, by the dusky form of 
the sleeping Cassandra. At the moment when we see fit to 
lift the curtain on this quiet scene of our drama, the pupil 
was speaking, seeking in the averted eyes of her instructress, 
ihat answer to her question which the tongue of the latter 
appeared reluctant to accord. 

** I repeat, my dearest madam,'' said Gertrude, ''that the 
fashion of these ornaments, no less than their materials, is 
extraordinary in a ship." 

*' And what would you infer from the same ? *' 

" I know not. Still I would that we were safe in the house 
of my father." 

'*6od grant it! It may be imprudent to be longer 
silent.— Gertrude, frightful, — horrible suspicions have been 
engendered in my mind by what we have this day wit- 
nessed." 

The cheek of the maiden blanched, and the pupil of her 
soft eye contracted with alarm, while she seemed to demand 
an explanation with every disturbed lineament of her coun- 
tenance. 

** I have long been familiar with the usages of a vessel of 
war," continued the governess, who had only paused in order 
to review the causes of her suspicions in her own mind, 
** but never have I seen such customs as each hour unfold 
themselves in this vessel." 

" Of what do you suspect her ? " 

The look of deep, engrossing, maternal anxiety, that the 
lovely interrogator received in reply to this question, might 
have startled one whose mind had been more accustomed to 
muse on the depravity of human nature than the spotless 
being who received it, but to €rertrude it conveyed no more 
than a general and vague sensation of alarm. 

" Why do you thus regard me, my governess — my motberf 
ahe exclaimed^ bf ndiiig forward, apd laying a hand impkir* 
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ingiy on the arm of the other, as if she would arouse her 
from a trance. 

<* Yes, I will speak. It is safer that you know the worst, 
than that your inaocence should be liable to be abused. I 
distrust the character of this ship, and of all that belong to 

her." 

*' All ! " repeated her pupil, gazing fearfully, and a little 
wildly, around. 

" Yes, of all." 

'' There may be wicked and evil-intentioned men in his 
majesty's fleet, but we are surely safe from them, since fear 
of punishment, if not fear of disgrace, will be our pro- 
tector." 

" I dread lest we find that the lawless spirits who harbour 
here, submit to no laws except those of their own enacting, 
nor acknowledge any authority butthat which exists among 
themselves." 

'' This would make them pirates I " 

'S\nd pirates, I fear, we shall find them." 

*• Pirates? What! all?" 

'' Even all. Where one is guilty of« such a crime, it is 
clear that the associates cannot be free from suspicion." 

'* But, dear madam, we know that one among them, at 
least, .is innocent, since he came with ourselves, and under 
circumstances that will not admit of deception." 

'* I know not. There are different degrees of turpitude, 
as there are difierent tempers to commit it 1 I fear that all 
who may lay claim to be honest in this vessel are here as- 
sembled." 

The eyes of Gertrude sunk to the floor, and her lips 
quivered, partly in a tremour she could not control, and per- 
haps in part through an emotion that she found inexplicable 
to herself 

'' Since we know whence our late companion came/' she 
said, in an under tone, *^ I think you do him wrong, how- 
ever right your suspicions may prove as to the rest." 

*^ I may be wrong as to him, but it is important that we 
know the worst. Command yourself, my love, our attendant 
ascends ; some knowledge of the truth may be gained from 
him." 

Mrs. Wyllys gave her pupil an expressive sign to com- 
pose her features, while she herself resumed her usual pen-> 
sive air, with a calmness of mein that might have deceived 
one far more practised than the boy who now came slowly 
into the cabin. Gertrude buried her face in a part of her 
aUire, while th^ former addressed the individual who luu* 

2a 
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just entered, in a tone equally dmded between kindness 
and concern. • 

'' Roderick, child/' she oommcnced, ** yonr eyelids are 
gettinji^ heavy. This service of the ship m^ist be ntvr to 
you?" 

'' It is so old as to keep me from sleeping^ on my watch/' 
coldly retarned the boy. 

'' A careful mother would be better for one of your years, 
than the school of the boatswain. What is your age, Ro- 
derick ? '' 

*' I have seen years enough to be both wiser and better/' 
he answered, not without a shade of thought settling on his 
brow. '' Another month will make me twenty/' 

'' Twenty I you trifle with my curiosity, urchin.' 

<' Did I say twenty, madam ! Fifteen would be nearer to 
the truth." 

*' I believe you well. And how many of those years have 
you passed upon the water ? " 

^ £{ct two, in truth, though I often think them ten ; and 
yet there are times when they seem but a day ! " 

<< Yon are romantic early, boy. And how like you the 
trade of war I " 

" Wal- 1 " 

'^ Of war. I speak plainly, do 1 not ? Those who serve in 
a vessel that is constructed expressly for battle, follow the 
trade of war.'' 

" Oh ! yes, war is certainly our trade." 

" And have you yet seen any of its horrors ? Has this ship 
been in combat since your service?" 

« This ship I" 

*' Surely this ship. Have you ever sailed in another ? " 

« Never.* 

** Then it is of this ship that one must question you. Is 
prize-money plenty among your crew ?" 

*' Abundant ; they never want" 

'^ Then the vessel and captain are both favourites. The 
sailor loves the ship and commander that give him an active 
life." 

'* Ay, madam, our lives are active here. And some there 
are among us, too, who love both ship and commander." 

'' And have you mother or friend to profit by your earn- 
ingR?'' 

" Have I—*' 

Struck with the tone of stupor with which the boy re- 
sponded to her queries, the governess turned her head, to 
read in a rapid fiance the language of his countenance. He 
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Stood in a sort of senseless amasement, looking her full in 
the face, bat witb an eye far too vacant to prove that he was 
sensible of the image that filled it. 

*<Tell me, Roderick/' she continued, careful not to alarm 
his jealousy by any sudden allusion to his manner, ** tell 
me of this life of yours. Tou find it merry t '' 

** I find it sad." 

'* 'Tis strange. The young ship-boyt are ever among the 
merriest of mortals. Perhaps your officer treats. yoa with 
severity." 

No answer was given. 

"I am then right. Tour captain is a tyrant?*' 

'* You are wrqng. Never has he said harsh otr unkind 
Mord to me."' 

*' Ah ! then he is gentle and kind. Yoa arc very happy, 
Roderick." 

" I — happy, madam • " . 

** I speak plainly, and in English — happy/' .^ 

'* Oh ! yes, we are all very happy here. 

** It is well. A discontented ship is no paradise. And 
. on are often in port, Roderick, to taste the sweets of the 
land ? " 

** I care but little for the land, madam, could I only have 
<riends in the ship that love me." 

And have you not I Is not Mr. Wilder your friend V* 
I know but little of him ; I never saw him before*—" 

"When, Roderick r 

" Before we met in Newport.** • 

" In Newport f 

'* Surely you know we both came from Newport lasf 

" Ah ! I comprehend you. Then, your acquaintance with 
Mr. Wilder commenced at Newport? It was while your 
ship was lying off the fort?*' 

*" it was. I carried him the order to take command of 
the Bristol trader. He had only joined us the night be- 
fore." 

** So lately I It was a }oung acquaintance indeed. But 
I suppose your commander knew his merits ? " 

'' It is so hoped among the people. But — " 

" You were speaking, Roderick." 

'' None here dare question the captain for his reasons. 
Even I am obliged to be mute." . 

** Even you / '' exclaimed Mrs. Wyllys, in a surprise that 
for the moment overcan^e her self-restraint. But the though 
in whicli the boy was lost appeared to prevent his observiog 
tlic sudden change in her manner. Indeed, so little did ho 
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know what was passing, that the governess toached the 
hand of Oertrade, and silently pointed out the insensible 
figure of the lad, without the slightest apprehension that the 
movement would be observed. 

" What think yon, Roderick," continued his interrogator, 
'* would he refuse to answer lu also ? '' 

The boy started, and as consciousness shot into his 
glance, it fell upon the soft and speaking countenance of 
Gertrude. 

'* Though her beauty be so rare,'' he answered with vehe- 
mence, ** let her not prize it too highly. Woman cannot 
lame his temper." 

'' Is be then so heard of heart? Think you that a ques- 
lion from this fair one would be denied \ '* 

^* Hear me, lady," he said, with an earnestness that was 
no less remarkable than the plaintive softness of the tones 
in which he spoke; '<I have seen more in the la<«t two 
crowded years of my life, than many youths would witness 
between cliildhood and the age of man. This is no place 
for innocence and beauty. Oh ! quit the ship, if you leave 
it as you came, without a deck to lay your head under." 

** It may be too late to follow such advice," Mrs. Wyllys 
gravely replied, glancing her eye at the silent Gertrude as 
she spoke. '* But tell me more of this extraordinary vessel. 
Roderick, you were not bom to fill the station in which I 
find you?" 

The boy shook his head, but remained with downcast 
eyes, apparently not disposed to answer further on such a 
subject. 

i' How is it that I find the ' Dolphin ' bearing different 
hues to-day from what she did yesterday ? and why is it 
that neither then, nor now, does she resemble, in her paint, 
the slaver of Newport harbour?" 

*' And why is it,'' returned the boy, with a smile, in which 
melancholy struggled powerfully with bitterness, '* that none 
can look into the secret heart of him who makes those 
changes at will? If all remained the same, but the paint of 
the ship, one might still be happy in her." 

*' Then, Roderick, you are not happy : JShall I intercede 
with Captain Heidegger for your discharge ? " 

** I could never wish to serve another." 

** How ! — do you complain, and jet embrace your fet- 
ters?'* 

" 1 complain not." 

The governess eyed him closely ; and, after a moment** 
pause, she continued — 
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** Is it asaal to lee saofa riotous tooduct amonff tbe orew as 
we haTe this day witnessed I" 

*^ It is not. Yoa have little to fear from the people^ 
]ie who brought them under knows how to keep them 
down/' 

** They are enlisted by order of the king ? " 

** The king ! — yes^ he is sarely a king who has no 
equal ! " 

« But they dared to threaten the life of Mr« Wilder. Is 
a seaman, in a king's ship, usually so bold ? " 

The boy glanced a look at Mrs. Wyllys, as if he would 
say, he understood her affected ignorance of the character 
of the vessel, but again he chose to continue silent 

''Think you, Roderick,'' continued tbe governess, who 
no longer deemed it necessary to pursue her covert inquiries 
on that paiticttlar subject ; ** think you, Roderick, that tho 
Rov — that is, that Captain Heidegger will suffer us to 
land at the first port which offers?" 

'' Many have been passed since you reached the ship." 

'' Ay, many that are inconvenient ; but, when one shall 
be gained where his pursuits will allow his ship to enter?" 

** Such places are not common.** 

'' But, should it occur, do you not think he will permit 
us to land ? We have gold to pay him for his trouble." 

** He cares not for gold. I never ask him for it, that he 
does not fill my band." 

** You must be bappy, then* Plenty of gold will compen* 
sate for a cold look at times." 

'' Never !" returned the boy, with quickness and energy. 
'* Had I the ship filled with the dross» I would give it all to 
bring a look of kindness into bis eye/' 

Mrs. Wyllys started, no less tat the fervid manner of the 
lad than at the language. Rising from her seat, she ap- 
proached nigher to him, and in a situation where tbe light 
of the lamp fell full upon his lineaments. She saw tbe large 
drop that broke out from beneath a long and silken lash, to 
roll down a cheek which, though embrowned by the sun, 
was deepened with a flush that gpradaally stole into it, as her 
own gaze became more settled ; and then her eyes fell slowly 
and keenly along the person of the lad, until they reached 
even the delicate feet that seemed barely able to uphold him. 
The usual, pensive and mild countenance of the governess 
changed into a look of cold regard, and her whole form ap« 
pcared to elevate itself, in chaste and matronfy dignity, as 
she sternly asked, — 

** Boy^ have you a mother?" 

2 a3 
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^ I know not," was the answer that came from lips that 
scarcely severed to permit the smothered sounds to 
escape. 

** It is enough ; another time I will speak further to yon 
Cassandra will in future do the service of the cahin ; when 
I have need of yon, the g^ong shall be touched/' 

The head of . Roderick fell nearly to his bosom. He 
shrunk from before that cold and searching eye which fol- 
lowed his form, until it had disappeared through the hatch, 
and whose look was then bent rapidly, and not without a 
shade of alarm, on the face of the wondering but silent 
Gertrude. 

A gentle tap at the door broke in upon the flood of reflec- 
tion which was crowding on the mind of the governess. 
She gave the customary answer; and, before time was 
allowed for any interchange of ideas between her and her 
pupil, the Rover entered* 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

** I melt, and am not of stronger earth than others." 

Ctoriokmu** 

The females received their visitor with a restraint which 
will be easily understood when the subject of their recent 
conversation is recollected. The sinking of Gertrude's form 
was deep !and hurried, but her governess maintained the 
coldness of her air with greater self-composure. Still there 
was a gleaming of powerful anxiety in die watchful glance 
that she threw towards her guest, as though she would 
divine the motive of the visit by the wanderings of his 
changeful eye, even before his lips had parted in the custom- 
ary salute. 

The countenance of the Rover himself was thoughtful to 
gravity. He bowed as he came within the influence of the 
lamp, and his voice was heard muttering some low and 
hasty syllables that conveyed no meaning to the ears of his 
listeners. Indeed, so great was the abstraction in which he 
was lost, that he had evidently prepared to throw his per- 
son on the vacant divan, without explanation or apology, 
like one who took possession of his own ; though TecoUec- 
tion returned just in time to prevent this breach of decorum. 
Smiling, and repeating his bow, with a still deeper inclina- 
lion, he advanced with perfect self-possession to the table, 
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where he expressed his fears that Mrs. Wyllys might deem 
hlH visit unseasonable, or perhaps not announced with auf- 
ticient ceremony. During this short introduction, his Toice 
was bland as woman's, and his mien courteous, as thoutrh 
he actually felt himself an intruder in the cabin of a vessel 
in which he was literally a monarch. 

*' But, unseasonable as is the hour,'' he continued, ** 1 
should have gone to my cot, with a consciousness of not 
having discharged all the duties of an attentive and con- 
siderate host, had I forgotten to re-assure you of the tran- 
quillity of the ship, after the scene you have this day 
witnessed. I have pleasure in saying that the humour of 
my people is already expended, and that lambs, in their 
nightly folds, are not more placid than they are at this 
minute in their hammocks." 

" The authority that so promptly quelled the disturbance 
is happily ever present to protect us, returned the cautious 
governess; *' we repose entirely on your discretion and 
generosity." 

*'You have not misplaced your conftdence. From the 
danger of mutiny, at least, you are exempt/' 
** And from all others, I trust." 

**This is a wild and fickle element we dwell on^'^ Ic 
answered, while he bowed an acknowledgment ibr the 
politeness, and took the seat to which the other invited 
him by a motion of the hand ; **• but you know its charac- 
ter, and need not be told that we seamen are seldom certain 
of any of our movements. I loosened the cords of discipline 
myself to-day," he added, after a moment's pause, '* and in 
some measure invited the broil that followed : but it is 
passed, like the hurricane and tiie squall, and the ocean is 
not now smoother than the tempers of my knaves." 

'* I have often witnessed these rude sports in vessels of 
the king ; but I do not remember to have known any more 
serious result than the settlement of some ancient quarrel, 
or some odd freak of nautical humour, which has common- 
ly proved as harmless as it has been quaint." 

** Ay ; but the ship which often runs the hazards of the 

shoals, gets wrecked at last," muttered the Rover. *' I 

rarely give the quarter-deck up to the people, without 

iteeping a vigilant watch on their humours ; but to-day" — 

" You were speaking of to-day." 

*' Neptune, with his coarse devices, is no stranger to yon, 
niadam?" 
**' I have seen the god in times past.*' 
** *Twas thus 1 understood it^^^under the line I*' 
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** And elsewhere/' 

** £l«e where ! *' repeated the other in a tone of disappoiat* 
ment. ** Ay, the stardj despot is to be found in eyery itea ; 
and hundreds of ships, and ships of size too, are to be seen 
^corching^ in the ealms of the equator. It was idle to give 
the subject a second thought.'' 

*^ You have been pleased to observe something that has 
escaped my ear." 

The Rover started; for he had rather mattered than 
spoken the preceding sentence aloud. Casting a swift and 
searching glance around him, as it might be u assure bim- 
self that no impertinent listener bad found means to pry 
into the mysteries of a mind he seldom saw fit to lay open 
to the free examination of his associates, he regained bis 
self-possession on the instant, and resumed the discourse 
with a manner as undisturbed as if it had received no inter- 
ruption. 

*' Yes, I had forgotten that your sex is often as timorous 
as it is fair/' he added, with a smile so insinuating and 
gentle, that the governess cast an involuntary and nneasy 
glance towards her charge, ** or I might have been earlier 
with my assurance of safety." 

^* It is welcome eyen now." 

*' And your young and gentle friend," he continued, 
bowing openly to Qertnide, though he still addressed bis 
words to the governess ; '* her slumbers will not be the 
heavier for what has passed/' 

** The innocent seldom find an uneasy pillow." 

'* There is a holy and unsearchable mystery in that 
truth : the innocent pillow their heads in quiet ! Would to 
God the guilty might find some refuge, too, against the sting 
of thought ! But we live in a world, and a time, when bmu 
cannot be sure even of themselves." 

He then paused, and looking about him, with a sn^Je so 
haggard, that the anxious governess unconsciously drew 
nigher to her pupil, like one who sought, and was willing to 
yield, protection against the uncertain designs of a ma- 
niac. Her visitor, however, remained in a silence so long 
and deep, that she felt the necessity of removing the 
awkward embarrassment of their situation, by speakwg 
herself. 

'' Do you find Mr. Wilder as much inclined to meroy as 
yourself f she asked. ^ There would be merit in bis for- 
bearance, since he appeared to be the particular object of 
the anger of the mutineers." 

*^ And yet you saw be was not without bis friends. 
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witnessed the devotion of the men who stood forth in his 
behalf." 

*' I did ; and find it remarkable that he should have been 
able, in so short a time, to conquer thus completely two so 
stubborn natures." 

<' Four-and-twenty years make not an acquaintance of 
• day!" 

<* And does their friendship bear so old a date P** 

**I have heard that time counted between them. It is 
Tery certain the youth is bound to those uncouth compa- 
nions of his by^ some extraordinary tie* Perhaps this is not 
the first of their services." 

Mrs. Wyllys looked grieved. Although prepared to 
believed that Wilder was a secret a^nt of the Rover, she had 
endeavoured to hope his connexion with the freebooters 
was susceptible of some explanation more favourable to his 
character. However he might be implicated in the common 
guilt of those who pursued the hazards of the reckless for- 
tunes of that proscribed ship, it was evident he bore a heart 
too generous to wish to see her and her young and guileless 
charge, the victims of the licentiousness of his associates* 
His repeated and mysterious warnings no longer needed ex- 

Elanation. Indeed, all that had been dark and inexplicable, 
oth in the previous and unaccountable glimmerings of her 
own mind, and in the extraordinary conduct of the inmates 
of the ship, was at each instant becoming capable of solu- 
tion. ' She now remembered, in the person ana countenance 
of the Rover, the form and features of the individual who 
had spoken the passing Bristol trader, from the rigging of 
the slaver — a form which had unaccountably haunted her 
imagination, during her residence in his ships like an image 
recalled from some dim and distant period. Then she saw at 
once the difficulty that Wilder might prove in laying open a 
secret in which not only his life was involved, but which 
lo a mind that was not hardened in vice, involved a penalty 
not less severe — ^that of the loss of their esteem. In shor^ 
a good deal of that which the reader has found no difficulty 
in comprehending, was also becoming clear to the faculties 
of the governess, though much still remained obscured in 
doubts, that she could neither solve nor yet entirely banish 
from her thoughts. On all these several points she had 
leisure to cast a rapid glance ; for her guest or host, whichever 
he might be called, seemed in nowise disposed to interrupt 
her short and melancholy reverie. 

" It is wonderful," Mrs. Wyllys at length resumed, " that 
beings so uncouth should be infiuenced by the same attach- 
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mcnts as those which unite the educated and the refined/' 

" It is wonderfoJ, as you say," letarned the other, like one 
awakening from a dream. *^ I would give a thousand of the 
brightest guineas that ever came from the mint of Oeorge II. 
to know the private history of that youth.'' 

** Is be then a stranger to you ?" demanded Gertrude, with 
the quickness of thought. 

The Rover turned an eye on her, that was Tacant for the 
moroenty but into which consciousness and expression began 
to steal as he gazed, until the foot of the governess was visi- 
bly trembling with the nervous excitement that pervaded her 
entire frame. 

*' Who shall pretend to know the heart of man !*' he an- 
swered, again inclining his head as it might be in acknow- 
ledgement of her perfect right to far deeper homage. ** All 
are strangers, till we can read their most secret thoughts." 

*' To pry into the mysteries of the human mind, is a privi. 
lege which few possess/* coldly remarked the governess. 
** The world must be often tried, and thoroughly known be- 
fore we may pretend to judge of the motives of any 
around us/' 

'* And yet it is a pleasant world to those who have the 
heart to make it merry," cried the Hover, with one of those 
startling transitions which marked his manner. <* To him 
who is stout enough to follow the bent ot his humour, ail is 
easy. Do you know that the true secret of the philosopher 
is not in living for ever, but in living while you may. He 
who dies at fifty, after a fill of pleasure, |has had more of 
life than he who drags his feet through a century bearing the 
burden of the world's caprices, and afraid to speak above bis 
breatb, lest, forsooth, his neighbour should fiad that his 
words were evil/' 

** And yet are there some who find their pleasure in puiv 
suing Die practices of virtue." 

** Tis lovely in your sex, to say it»'' he answered, with an 
air that the sensitive governess fancied was gleaming with 
the licentiousness of the freebooter. She would now gladly 
have dismissed her visitor ; but a certain flashing of the eye, 
and a manner that was becoming gay by a species of un- 
natural efiort, admonished her of the danger of offending one 
who acknowledged no law but his own will. Assuming a 
tone and a manner that were kind, while they upheld the 
dignity of her sex, and pointing to sundry instruments of 
music that formed part of the heterogenous furniture of the 
eabin, she adroitly turned the discourse, by saying,— 
*' One whose mind can be softened by hMiuony, and 
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whose feelings are so evidently alive to the inflaence of sweet 
soandsy should not deery the pleasures of virtue. This flute 
and yon guiter, both call you master.'^ 

** And because of these flimsy evidenecs about my per- 
son, you are willing to give me credit for the accomplishments 
you mention ! Here is another mistake of miserable mor- 
tality ! Seeming is the every-day robe of honesty. Why 
not give me credit for kneeling, morning and night, before 
yon glittering bauble f he added, pointing to the diamond 
crucifix which bung, as usual, near the door of his own 
apartment 

** I hope, at least, that the Being whose memory is inten- 
ded to be revived by that image, is not without your homage. 
In the pride of his strength and prosperity, man may think 
lightly of Ihe consolations that can flow from a power su- 
perior to humanity, but those who have oftenest proved their 
value feel deepest the reverence which is their due.'' 

The look of the governess had been averted from her com- 
panion, but filled with the profound sentiment she uttered, 
her mild reflecting eye turned to him again, as in a tone that 
was.snbdued in respect for the mighty Being whose attributes 
filled her mind, she uttered the .above simple sentiment. 
The gase she met was earnest and thoughtful as her own. 
laftiuip a finger, he laid it on her arm, with a motion so light 
as tci be scarcely perceptible, while he asked, — 

** Think you we are to blame, if our temperaments incline 
more to evil than power is given to resist Y' 

" It is only those who attempt to tread the path of life 
alone that stumble. I shall not offend your manhood, if I 
ask, do you never commune with your God V 

** It is long since that name has been heard in this vessel, 
lady, except to aid in that miserable scofling and profanity 
which simpler language made too dull. But what is He, 
that unknown Deity, more than what man in his ingenuity 
has seen fit to make him ?'' 

'* ' The fool hath said in his heart, there is no Ood,' " she 
answered, in a voice so firm that it startled even the ears of 
one so long accustomed to the turbulence and grandeur of 
his wild profession. ** * Oird up now thy loins like a man, 
for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. Where 
WASt thou when I laid the foundations of the earth ? Declare 
if thou hast understanding.' " 

The Rover gazed long and silently on the flushed coun- 
tenance of the speaker. Bending his face sn an unconscious 
manner aside, he said aloud, evidently rather giving utter- 
skDce to bis thoughts than pursainfc the discourse, — 
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** How, h there nothing more in this than what I hive 
often heard, and yM. does it come over my feelings with the 
freshness of native air !" Then rising, he approached his 
mild and dif^nified companion, adding:, in tones bat little 
above a whisper, '' lady, repeat those words ; change not a 
syllable, nor vary the slightest intonation of the voice, I 
pray thee." 

Though amazed and secretly alarmed at the request, Mrs. 
Wyllys complied, delivering the holy language of the inspired 
writers with a fervour that found its support in the strength 
of her own emotions. Her auditor listened like a being en- 
thralled. For near a minute, neither eye nor attitude was 
changed, but he stood at the feet of her who had so simply 
and so powerfully asserted the majesty of Grod, as motionless 
as the mast that rose behind him through the decks of that 
vessel which he had so long devoted to the purposes of his 
lawless lifel It was long after her accents had ceased to fall 
on his ear, that he drew a deep respiration, and once again 
opened his lips to speak. 

** This is re-treading the path of life at a stride,'^ he said, 
suffering his hand to fall upon that of his companion. ^< I 
know not why pulses, which in common are like iron, beat 
so wildly and irregularly now. Lady, this little and feeble 
hand might check a temper that has so often braved the 
power of" — 

His words suddenly ceased ; for as his eye unconsciously 
followed his hand, it rested on the still delicate, but no 
longer youthful member of the governess. Drawing a sigh, 
like one who felt himself awakened from an agreeable though 
complete illusion, be turned away, leaving his sentence un- 
finished. 

** You would have music ! " he recklessly exclaimed aloud. 
'' Then music shall be heard, though its symphony be rung 
upon a gong ! '' 

As he spoke, the wayward and vacillating being we have 
been attempting to describe, struck the instrument he named 
three blows, so quick and powerfully, as to drown all other 
sensations in the confusion produced by the echoing din. 
Though deeply mortified that he had so quickly escaped 
from the influence she had partially acquired, and secretly 
displeased at the unceremonious manner in which he had 
seen fit to announce his independence again, the governess 
was aware of the necessity of concealing her senti- 
ments. 

** This is certainly not the harmony I invited," she said 
v> soon as the oyerwhelmning sounds had ceased to fUl the 
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sbip, nor do 1 tbiok it of a qaality to favour the slambers 
of &09e who seek their rest/' 

" Fear nothing for tliem. The seaman sleeps with his eai 
near the port whence the cannon bellows, and awakes at the 
call of the boatswain's whistle. He is too deeply schooled 
in habit, to think he has heard more than a note of the flute, 
stronger and fuller than common, if you will, but still a sound 
that has no interest for him. Another tap would have soun- 
ded the alarm of fire, but these three touches say no more 
than music. It was the signal for the band. The night is 
still, and favourable for their art, and we will listen to sweet 
sounds a while." 

His words were scarcely uttered before the low chords 
of wind instruments were heard without, where the men 
had probably stationed themselves by some previous order 
of their captain. The Rover smiled, as if he exulted in this 
prompt proof of the sort of despotic or rather magical power 
he wielded, and throwing his form on the divan, he sat liS' 
tening to the sounds which followed. « < 

The strains which now rose upon the night, and which 
spread themselves soft and melodiously abroad upon the 
water, would in truth have done credit to far more regular 
artists. The air was wild and melancholy, and perhaps it 
was the more in accordance with the present humour of the 
man for whose ear it was created. Then, losing the former 
character, the whole power of the music was concentrated 
in softer and still gentler sounds, as if the genius who had 
given birth to the melody had been pouring out the feelings 
of his soul in pathos. The temper of the RoVer^s mind an*^ 
swered to the changing expression d the music, and when 
the strains were sweetest and most touching, he even bowed 
his head like one who wept. 

Though secretly under the influence of the harmony them- 
selves, Mrs. Wyllys and her pupil could but gaze on the 
singularly constituted being into [whose hands theirj evil 
fortune had seen fit to cast them. . The former was filled 
with admiration, at the fearful contrariety of those pas- 
sions which could reveal themselves in the same individual 
under so very different and so dangerous forms, while the 
latter, judging with the indulgence and sympathy of her 
years, was willing to believe that a man whose emotions 
could be ihus easily and kindly excited, was rather the vic- 
tim of circumstances than the creator of his own luckless 
fortune. 

*' There Is Italy in those strains," said the Rover, when 
the last ehord had died upon his ear ; ** sweet, indolent, 

9 « 
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laxorlous, for|fetftil Italy ! It has never been -your chance, 
madam, to visit that land, so mighty in its recollections, 
and fo impotent in its actual condition V 

The governess made no reply, but bowing her head in 
tarn, her companions believA*' nhe was submitting also to 
the influence of the mnsio A.t length, as though impelled 
by another changeful impulse, the Rover advanced towards 
Gertrude, and addressing her with a eourtesy that would 
have done credit to a very different scene, he said, in the 
laboured language that characterised the politeness of the 
age— 

''One who in common speaks music, should not have 
neglected the gifts of nature. You sing ?** 

Had Gertrade possessed the power he affected to believe, 
her vAfoe would have denied its services at his call. Bend- 
ing tA his compliment, she murmured her apologies in 
word* that were scarcely audible. He listened intently, 
but without pressing a point that it was easy to see was 
unwelcome, he turned away, and gave the gong a slight but 
startling tap.'^ 

"Roderick," he continued, when the gentle footstep of 
the lad was heard upon the stairs that led into the cabin 
below, ** do you sleep 9" 

The answer was slow and smothered, and of course in the 
negative. 

" Apollo was not absent at the birth of Roderick, madam. 
The lad can raise such sounds as have l>een known to melt 
the stubborn feelings of a seaman. Go, place yourself by 
the cabin door, good Roderick, and bid the music run a low 
accompaniment to your words." 

Ihe boy obeyed, stationing his slight form ao much in 
shadow, that the expression of his working countenance 
was not visible to those who sat within the stronger light of 
the lamp. The instruments then commenced a gentle sym- 
phony, which was soon ended, and twice had they begun 
the air, but still no yoioe was heard to mingle in the har- 
mony. 

** Words, Roderick, words ; we are but dull interpreters 
of the meaning of yon flutes.'^ 

Thus admonished of his duty/ the boy began to sing in 
a full, rich, contralto voice, which betrayed a tremour, 
however, that evidently formed no part of the air. His 
▼ordsy so far as they might be distinguished, ran as fol- 
*owi— 
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** He land was lying broad and mr 

Behind the western Ma ; 
And holy solitude was there, 

And sweetest liberty. 

The linf'ring suiy at ev'nlog faiBf 
A |;kmoii8 orb, dlTfaiely Maiinf; 
On sdent lane and tree ; ^ 
And ruddy light was o*er all strcasunpf, 
Mark, man! for thee; 
O'er TaUeyi lake, and tree 1 

And now a thousand maidena stniy, 

Or range the echoing grorrei t 
While fluttering near, on praioM gay* 

Fan twice then thonsand loves. 
In that soft clime, at even time^ 

Hope says " 

" Enough of this, Roderick," impatieiitly interrupted bis 
master. '* There is too much of the Corydou In that song 
for the humour of a mariner. Siog us of the sea and i(s 
pleasures, boy, and roll out the strains in such a fashion as 
may suit a sailor's fancy/' 

The lad continued mute, perhaps In disinclination to the 
task, perhaps from utter inability to comply. 

**What, Roderick! does the muse desert thee, or is 
memory getting dull ? You see the child is wilful in his 
melody, and must sing^ of Iotcs and sunshine, or be falls. 
Nov touch us a 'stronger chord, my men, and put life into 
your cadences, while I troll a sea air for the honour of the 
ship." 

The band took the humour of the moment from their 
master, (for surely he well desenred the name,) soanding 
a powerful and graceful symphony, to prepare the listeners 
for the song of the Rover. Those treacherous and beguiling 
tones which so often stole into his voice when speaking, did 
not mislead expectation as to its powers. It proved to be at 
the*sanie time rich, full, deep, and melodious. Favoured 
by these material advantages, and aided by an exquisite 
ear, he rolled out the followirg staneas in a manner that 
was singularly divided between that of the reveller and the 
man of sentiment. The wordwS were probably original; for 
ihey both smacked strongly of his own profession, and were 
not entirely without a touch of the peculiar taste of the 
indiviiiuaL — 
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AU handsy uxunoor 1 unmoor 1 
Hark to the hoarse, but welcome aound. 

Startling the seaman's sweetest slumbcri. 
The groaning capstan's labouring round, 
The cheerM fife's enlivening numbers • 
And lingering idlers join the brawl, 
And merry wip-boys swell the call, 
All hands, unmoor I unmoor 1 

The cry's, " A saU I asaU!" 
Brace high each nerve to dare the fight, 
And boldly steer to seek the foeman ; 
One secret prayer to aid the right. 

And many a secret thought to wonian ! 
Now spread the flutt'ring canvass wide. 
And di^h the foaming sea aside. 
The cry 's, *' A sail! a sail 1" 

Three cheers for victory I 
Hush'd be each plaint o'er fallen brave— 

StiU every sigh to messmate given ; 
The seaman's tomb is in the wave— 
The hero's latest hope is heaven I 
High lift the voice in revelry I 
Gay raise the song» the shout, the glee. 
Three cheers for victory ! 

So soon as he had ended this song, and without waiting 
to listen if any words of compliment were to succeed an 
effort that might lay claim to great excellence, both in tones 
and execution^ he arose ; and desiring his guests to com- 
mand the services of the band at pleasure, he wished them 
** boft repose and pleasant dreams," and then coolly de- 
scended into the lower apartments, apparently for the night 
Mrs. Wyllys and Gertrude, notwithstanding both had been 
amused, or rather seduced, by the interest thrown around a 
manner that was so wayward, while it was never gross felt 
a sensation as be disappeared, like that produced by breath- 
ing a freer air, after having been too long compelled to re- 
spire the pent atmosphere of a dungeon. The former regard- 
ed her pupil with eyes in which open affection struggled with 
deep inward solicitude; but neither spoke, since a slight 
movement near the door of the cabin reminded them they 
were not alone. 

** Would you have further music, madam V* asked Roderick, 
in a smothered voice, stealing timidly out of the shadow as 
he spoke ; I will sing you to sleep if you will ; but I am 
choked when he bids me thus be merry against my feelings." 
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The brow of the gruvoriiess had already contracted, and 
she was eipidently preparing herself to give a stern and re- 
palsive answer; but as the plaintive tones, and shrinking 
submissive form of the other, pleaded strongly to her heart, 
the frown passed away leaving in its place a mild reproving 
look like that which chastens the frown of maternal concern. 

'' Roderick/' she said, '' I thought we should have seen 
yoa no more to night V 

*' You beard the gong. Although he can be so gay, and 
can raise such thrilling sounds in his pleasanter moments, 
you have never yet listened to him in anger." 

" And is his anger then so very fearful V 

<* Perhaps to me it is more frightful than to others ; but I 
find nothing so terrible as a word of his, when his mind is 
moody." 

** He is then harsh to you." 

" Never." 

*' You contradict yourself, Roderick. He is, and lie is 
not. Have you not said how terrible you find his moody 
language ?" 

** Yes ; for I find it changed. Once he was never thought^ 
ful or out of humour, but latterly he is not himself.'^ 

Mrs. Wyllys did not answer. The language of the boy was 
certainly much more intelligible to herself than to her young 
and attentive, but unsuspeeting companion ; for, while she 
motioned to the lad to retire, Gertrude manifested a desire 
to gratify the curious interest she felt in the life and manners 
of the freebooter. The sis nal, howcTer, was authoratively 
repeated, and the lad slowly, and quite evidently with reluct- 
ance, withdrew. 

The governess and her pupil then retired into their own 
state-room; and after devoting many minutes to those 
nightly offerings and petitions which neither ever suffered 
any circumstances to cause them to neglect, they slept in 
the consciousness of innocence, and in the hope of an all- 
powerful protection. Though the bell of the ship regularly 
sounded the hours throughout the watches of the bell scarce- 
ly another sound arose during the darkness, to disturb the 
calm which seemed to have settled equally an the ocean and 
all tnak fluH^cu on iii Inmnnu. 
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CHAPTER XXIV, 



■** But, for the miracle, 



I mean our preservation, few in milUoia 
Can speak Uke us." 

Thk ** Dolphin," might well have been likened to a slumber- 
ing he9t»i of prey, during those moments of treacherous calm. 
But as nature limits the period of repose to the creatures of 
the animal world, so it would seem that the inactivity of the 
freebooters was not doomed to any long continuance. 
With the morning sun a breeze came over the water, breath- 
ing the flavour of the land, to set the sluggish ship again in 
motion. Throughout all that day, with a wide reach of 
canvass spreading along her booms, her course was held 
towards the south. Watch succeeded watch, and night came 
after day, and still no change was made in her direction. 
Then the blue islands were seen heaving up, one after an- 
other, out of the sea. The prisoners of the Rover, for thus 
the females were now constrained to consider themselves, 
silently watched each hillock of green that the vessel glided 
past, each naked and sandy key, or each mountain side, until, 
by the calculations of the governess, they were already steer- 
ing amid the western Archipelago. 

During all this time no question was asked which, in the 
smallest manner, betrayed to the Rover the consciousness of 
his guests, that he was not conducting them towards the 
promised port of the continent. Gertrude wept over the sor- 
row her father would feel, when he should believe her fate 
involved in that of the unfortunate Bristol trader ; but her 
tears flowed in private, or were freely poured upon the sym- 
pathising bosom of her governess. Wilder she avoided, with 
an intuitive consciousness that he was no longer the charac- 
ter she had wished to believe ; but to all in the ship she 
struggled to maintain an equal air and a serene eye. In this 
deportment, far safer than any impotent entreaties might 
have proved, she was strongly supported by her governess, 
whose knowledge of mankind had early taught her that vir- 
tue was never so imposing in the moments of trial, as when it 
knew best how to maintain its equanimity. On the other 
hand, both the commander of the ship and his lieutenant 
soaght no other communication with the inmates of the cabin 
than courtesy appeared absolutely to tequire. 

The former, as though repenting already of having laid 
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so bare the capricious bumours of bis mind, drew gradually 
into himself; neither seeking nor pemitting familiarity with 
any ; while the latter appeared perfectly conscioas of the 
eonstrained mien of the governesSy and of the altered, though 
still pitying eye of her pupil. Little explanation was neces- 
sary to acqaaint Wilder with the reasons of this change. 
Instead of seeking the means to yindicato his character, 
however, he rather imitated their reserve. Little cl.^ie was 
wanting to assure his former friends of the nature of his 
pursuits ; for even Mrs. Wyllys admitted to her chaise, that 
he acted like one in whom depravity had not yet made such 
progress as to have destroyed that consciousness which is 
ever the surest test of innocence. 

We shall not detain the narrative, to dwell upon the 
natural regrets in which Gertrude indulged, as this sad 
conviction forced itself upon her understanding, nor to 
relate the gentle wishes in which she did not think it wrong 
to indulge, that one, who certainly was master of so many 
manly and generous qualities, might soon be made to see 
the error of his life, and to return to a course for which even 
her cold and nicely judging governess allowed nature had 
so eminently endowed him. Perhaps the kind emotions 
that had been awakened in her bosom by the events of the 
last fortnight, were not content to exhibit themselves in 
wishes alone, and that petitions more personal, and even 
more fervent than common, mingled in her prayers ; but 
this is a veil which is not our province to raise, the heart of 
one so pure and so ingenious being the best repository for 
its own gentle feelings. 

For several days the ship had been contending with the 
unvarying winds of those regions. Instead of struggling, 
however, like a cumbered trader, to gain some given port, 
the " Rover" suddenly altered her course, and glided through 
one of the many passages that offered, with the ease of a 
bird that is settling swiftly to its nest. A hundred diffe- 
rent sails were seen steering among the islands, but all 
were avoided alike ; the policy of the freebooters teaching 
them the necessity of moderation, in a sea so crowded with 
vessels of war. After the vessel had shot through one of 
the straits which divide the chain of the Antilles, she issued 
in safety on the more open sea which separates them from 
the Spanish Main. The moment the passage was effected, 
and a broad and clear horizon was seen stretching on every 
side of them, a manifest alteration occurred in the mien of 
i.very individual of ihc crow. The brow of the Rover him- 
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■elf lost its contraction ; and the loci of cat e, which wrap- 
ped the whole man in a mantle of reserve, disappeared, 
ieaTins^ him the reckless wayward being we hare more 
than once described. Even the men, whose vigilance had 
needed no quickening in running the gauntlet of the 
cruisers which were known to swarm in the narrow seas, 
appeared to breathe a freer air, and sounds of merriment 
and thoughtless gaiety were once more heard in a place OTer 
which the gloom of distrust had been so long and so heayily 
cast. 

On the other hand, the governess saw new groond for 
uneasiness in the course the vessel was taking. While the 
islands were in view, she had hoped, and surely not without 
reason, that their captor only awaited a suitable occasion 
to place them in safety within the influence of the laws of 
some of the colonial governments. Her own observation 
told her there was so mnoh of what was once good, if not 
noble, mingled with the lawlessness of the two principal in- 
dividuals in the vessel, that she saw nothing that was 
visionary in such an expectation. Even the tales of the 
time, which recounted the desperate nets of the freebooter, 
with not a little of wild and fanciful exaggeration, did not 
forget to include numberless striking instances of marked, 
and even chivalrous generosity. In short, he bore the char- 
acter of one who, while he declared himself the enemy of 
all, knew how to distinguish between the weak and the 
strong, and who often found as much (pratificadon in re- 
pairing the wrongs of the former, as in humbling the pride 
of the latter. 

But all her agreeable anticipations from this quarter 
were forgotten, when the last island of the group sunk into 
the sea behind them, and the ship lay alone on an ocean 
which showed not another object above its surface. As if 
now ready to lay aside the mask, the Rover ordered the 
sails to be reduoed, and, neglecting the favourable breeze, 
the vessel to be brought to the wind. In a word, as if no 
object called for the immediate attention of her crew, the 
'' Dolphin'^ came to a stand in the midst of the water, her 
officers and people abandoning themselves to their pleasures, 
or to idleness, as whim or indlination dictated. 

*' I had hoped that your convenience would have per- 
mitted us to land on some of his majesty's islands/' said 
Mrs. Wyllys, speaking for the first time since Imt suspi- 
cioos had been awakened on tV. subject of her quitting 
\h^ Siiip, ami addressed her words to the sehWityled Captain 
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Heidegger, just after the order to heaye-to the vessel had 
been obeyed. *' I fear yoa find it irksome to be so long dis* 
possessed of yoar cabin/' 

'* It cannot be better occupied/' he rather evasively re* 
plied ; thotuch the observant and anxious governess fancied 
his cyo i^a^ uolder, ana his air under lejs restraint, than 
when she Lad befo/e dwelt on the* same topic. ** If custom 
did not require that a ship should wear the colours of some 
people, mine should always sport those of the fair/' 

" And, as it is ?"— 

" As it is, I hoist the emblems that belong to the service 

am in. 

*' In fifteen days, that yon have been troubled with my 
presence, it has never been my good fortune to see those 
colours set" 

** No ?" exclaimed the Rover, glancing his eye at her, as 
if to penetrate her thoughts ; ^* Then shall the uncertainty 
cease on the sixteenth.--Who's there, abaft?" 

'* No one better nor worse than Richard Fid," returned 
the individual in question, lifting his head from out a locker, 
into which it had been thrust, as though its owner searched 
for some mislaid implement, and who added a little quickly, 
when he ascertained by whom he was addressed, <*and 
always at your honour's orders." 

** Ah ! 'tis the friend of our friend," the Rover observed 
to Mrs. Wyllys, with an emphasis which the other under- 
stood. '' He shall be my interpreter. Come hither, lad ; I 
have a word to exchai^e with you." 

^* A thousand at your service, sir," returned Richard, 
unhesitatingly complying ; *^ for though no great talker, I 
have always something uppermost in my mind, which can 
be laid hold of at need." 

'' I hope you find that your hammock swings easily in 
my ship ?" 

** I'll not deny it, your honour ; for an easier craft, espe- 
cially upon a bow-line, might be hard to find." 

*' And the cruise? — I hope you also find the cruise such as 
a seaman loves/' 

** D'ye see, sir, I was sent from home with little school- 
ing, and so I seldom make so free as toj)retend to read the 
captain's orders.*' 

** But still you have your inclinations," said Mrs. Wyllys^ 
firmly, as though determined to push (he investigation even 
further than her companion had intended. 

** I can't say that I'm wanting in natural feeling, your 
ladyship," returned Fid, endeavouring to manifest his a'^- 
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miration of the mx^ by tbe awkward bow he made to the 
Soveroess as its representative, '^ tho'f crosses and mishaps 
have come athwart me as well as better men. I thought as 
strong a splice was laid between me and Kate Whiffle as 
ever turned into a sheet-cable ; but then came the law, with 
its regulations and shipping articles^ luffing short athwart 
my happiness, and making a wreck at once of all the poor 
girl's hopes, and a Flemish account of my comfort." 

** It was proved that she had another husband V said the 
Rover, nodding his head, onderstandingly. 

'* Four, your honour. The giri had a love of company, 
and it grieved her to the heart to see an empty house : But 
then, as it was seldom more than one of us could be in port 
at a time, there was no such need |to make the noise they 
did about the trifle. But envy did it ail, sir; envy, and the 
greediness of the land^sharks. Had every woman in the 
parish as many husbands as Kate, the devil a bit would they 
have taken up the precious time of judge and jury, in look- 
ing into the manner in which a wench like her kept a quiet 
household .'' 

*'And, since that unfortunate repulse, you have kept 
yourself altogether out of the hands of matrimony?" 

** Ay, ay ; niMr, yoar honour,'' returned Fid, giving bis 
commander another of those droll looks, in which a pecu- 
liar cunning struggled with a more direot and straight- 
going honesty ; *' ftmcr, as you say rightly, sir ; though 
they talked of a small matter of a bargain that I had made 
with another woman, myself; but, in overhauling tbe 
affair, they found, that, as the shipping articles with poor 
Kate wouldn't hold together, why, they could make nothing 
at all of me; so I was white- washed like a queen's parlour, 
and sent adrift." 

**And all this occurred after your acquaintance with 
Mr. Wilder ?" 

** Afore, your honour ; afore. I was but a younker in the 
time of it, seeing that it is four-and«twenty years, come May 
next, since I have been towing at the stern of master Harry. 
But then, as I have had a sort of family of my own, since 
that day, why, the less^need you know to be berthing myself 
again in any other man's hammock." 

"You were saying, it is four-and-twenty years,*' inter- 
rupted Mrs. Wyllys, ** since you made the acquaintance of 
Mr. Wilder?" 

'* Acouaintance! Lord, my lady, little did he know of 
acquaintances at that time; though, bless him I the lad has 
had ot'ca^Ioa to rcineniUer it often enough since." 
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'- The meeting of two men, of so singular merit, mast have 
been somewhat remarkable/' observed the Rover. 

'* It was, for that matter, remarkable enough, your hon- 
our ; though, as to the merit, notwithstanding master Harry 
is often for overhauling that part of the account, I've set it 
down just for noUiing at all/' 

** I confess that, in a case where two men, both of whom 
are so well qualified to judge, are of different opinions, I feel 
at a loes to know whidh can have the right. Perhaps, by 
tde aid of the facts, I might form a truer judgment/' 

*' Your hono«ir forgets the Guinea, who is altogether of 
my mind in the matter, seeing no great merit in the thing 
either. But, as you are saying, sir, reading the log is the 
only true way to know how fast a ship can go ; and so, if 
this lady and your honour have a mind to come at the truth 
of the affair, why, you have only to say as much, and I will 
put it all before you in creditable language/' 

** Ah ! there is reason in your proposition," returned the 
Rover, motioning to his companion to follow to a part of 
the poop where they were less exposed to the observations 
of inquisitive eyes. " Now, place the whole clearly before 
us; and then you may consider the merits of the question 
disposed of definitively." 

Fid was far from discovering the smallest reluctance to 
enter on the required detail ; and by the time he had cleared 
his throat, freshened his supply of the weed, and otherwise 
disposed himself to proceed, Mrs. Wyllys had so far con- 
quered her reluctance to pry clandestinely into the secrets 
of others, as to yield to a curiosity which she found uncon- 
querable, and to take the seat to which her companion in* 
vited her by a gesture of his hand. 

'' I was sent early to sea, your honour, by my father," 
commenced Fid, after these little preliminaries had been 
duly observed, " who was, like myself, a man that passed 
more of his time on the water than on dry ground ; though 
as he was nothing more than a fisherman, he generally kept 
the land aboard ; which is, after all, little better than liv- 
ing on it altogether. Howsomever, when I went, I made a 
broad offing at once, fetching up on the other side of the 
Horn, the very first passage I made; which was no small 
journey for a new beginner ; but then, as I was only eight 
years old — " . 

** Eight! you are now speaking of yourself," interrupted 
the disappointed governess. 

'' Certain, madam ; and though genteeler people might be 
talked of, it would be hard to turn the conyerstttion on any 
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man who knows better how to rig or how to strip a «hip. 
I was beginning at the right end of my story ; but, as T 
fancied your ladyship might not choose to waste time in 
hearing concerning my father and mother, I cut the matter 
shorty by striking in at eight years old, overlooking all 
about my birth and name, and such other matters as are 
usually logged, in a fashion oat of all reason, in your every- 
day sort of narratives/' 

*' Proceed/' she rejoined^ with a species of compelled re- 
signation. 

'* My mind is pretty much like a ship that is about to slip 
off its ways,'' resumed Fid. ** If she makes a fair start, 
and there is neither jam nor dry-rub, smack she goes into 
the water, like a sail let run in a calm ; but, if she once 
brings up, a good deal of labour is to be gone through to 
set her in motion again* Now, in order to wedge up my 
ideas, and to get the story slushed, so that I can slip through 
it with ease^ it is needful to over-run the pait which 1 have 
just let go ; which is, how my father was a fisherman, and 
how I doubled the Horn — Ah ! here I have it again, clear 
of kinks, fake above fake, like a well-coiled cable; so that I 
can pay it out as easily as the boatswain's yeoman can lay 
his hand on a bit of rattling stuff. Well, I doubled the 
Horn, as I was saying, and might have been the matter of 
four years cruising about among the islands and seas of 
those parts, which were none of the best known then, or, 
for that matter, now. After this, I served in his majesty's 
fleet a whole war, and got as much honour as I could stow 
beneath hatches. Weil then, I fell in with the Guinea — ^the 
black, my lady, that you see turning in a new clue-garnet- 
block for the staiboard clue of the fore-course/' 

*'Ay; then you fell in with the African," said the 
Rover, 

'' Then we made our acquaintance ; and, although his 
colour is no whiter than the back of a whale, I care not who 
knows it, after .master Harry, there is no man living who 
has an honester way with him, or in whose company I take 
greater satisfaction. To be sure, your honour, the fellow is 
something contradictory, and has a great opinion of bis 
strength, and thinks his equal is not to be found at a wea- 
ther-earing, or in the bunt of a top-sail ; but then he is no 
better than a black, and one is not to be too particular in 
looking into the faults of such as are not actually his fellow- 
creatures/' 

*^ No, no ; that would be uncharitable in'the extreme.'' 

** Xho very words (he chaplain used to ie( fly aboaird tl|« 
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'Unmswick I* It is a great thinfif to baye schooling, your 
honour; since, if it doe« nothing else, it fits a man n>i a 
boatswain, and puts him in the track of steering the 
shorteitt course to heai^en. But, as I was saying, there 
was I and Guinea shipmates, and in a reasonable way 
friends, for five years more; and then the time arrived 
when we met with the mishap of the wreck in the West 
Indies/' 

" What wreck?" demanded his officer. 

'' I beg your honour's pardon ; I never swing my head- 
yards till I'm sure the ship won*t luff back into the wind ; 
and before I tell the particulars of the wreck, I will over- 
haul my ideas, to see that nothing is forgotten that should 
of right be first mentioned/' ' 

The Rover, who saw by the uneasy glances that she cast 
aside, and by the expression of her countenance, how impa- 
tient his companion was becoming for a sequel that ap- 
proached so tardily, and how much he dreaded an interrup- 
tion, made a significant sign to her to permit the straight- 
going tar to take his own course, as the best means of coming 
to the facts they both longed so much to hear. Left to .him- 
self. Fid soon took the necessary view of the transactions in 
his own quaint manner, and having happily found that no- 
thing which he considered as germain to the present relation 
^as omitted, he proceeded at once to the more material, and 
what was to bis auditors by far the most interesting portion 
of his narrative. 

** Well, aa I was telling your honour," he continued, 
'' Guinea was then a maintopman, and I was stationed in 
the same place aboard the ' Proserpine,' a quick-going two- 
and-thirty, when we fell in with a bit of a smuggler, between 
the islands and the Spanish Main, and so the captain made 
a prize of her, and ordered her into port, for which I have 
always supposed, as he was a sensible man, he had his 
orders. But this is neither here nor there, seeing that the 
craft had got to t'le end of her rope, and foundered in a 
heavy hurricane that came over us, mayhap a couple of days' 
run to leeward of our haven. Well, she was a small boat, 
and as she took it into her mind to roll over on her side be- 
fore she went to sleep, the master's mate in charge, and 
three ethers, slid off her decks to the bottom of the sea, as I 
have always had reason to believe, never having heard any- 
tnmg to the contrary. It was here that Guinea first served 
me the good turn, for though we had often before shared 
shared hunger and thirst together, this was the first time he 

3o 
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•?ar JQfop^d 0¥erboard to keep me from takiag in salt water 
Ukeaftib/' 

'< He kept yon from drowning with the rest?" 

'Til not say joft that maoh, your bonoar; for there is 
no knowing what Iqoky accident might have done the same 
good torn for me. HowfK>mever, seeing that I can swim no 
better nor wonie than a double*headed shot, I have always 
been willing to give the black credit for as much, though 
little has ever been said between us on the subject, for no 
other reason* as I can see« than that settling*day has not 
yet come. Well, we oontriyed to get the boat afloat, and 
enough into it to keep soul and body together, and made 
the best of our way for the land, seeiog that the cruise was, 
to all useful, purposes, over in that smuggler, I needn't 
be particuhir in tolling this lady Qf the nature of boat 
duty, as she has lately had some experience in that way 
herself, but I can tell her this much, had it not been for 
that boat in whioh the black and myself spent the better part 
oftondaySi she would have fared but badly in her own 
navigation/^ 

*' Explain your meaning.*' 

^ My meaning is plain enough, your honour, which is, 
that little else than the handy way of master Harry in a 
beat, could have kept the Bristol trader's launch above 
water, the day we fell in with it.'' 

" But in what manner was your own shipwreck connected 
with the safety of Mr. Wilder?'' demanded the governess, 
unable any longer to await the dilatory explanation of the 
prolix seaman. 

^' In a very plain and natural fashion, my lady, as yoc 
will say yourself, when you come to hear the pitiful part ot 
my tale. Well, there were I and Guinea, rowing about in 
the ocean, on short allowance of all things but work, for 
two nights and a day; heading-in for the islands ; for, though 
no great navigators, we could smell the land, and so we 
pulled away lustily, when you consider it was a race in 
whioh life was the wager, until we made, in the pride of the 
morning, as it might 'be here, at east^nd*by-8outh, a ship 
under bare poles, if a vessel can be called bare that had no- 
thing better than the stumps of her three masts standinip. 
and they without rope or rag to tell one her rig or nation. 
Howsomever, as there wore three naked sticks left, I have 
always put her down for a full-rigged shipy and when wr 
got nigh enough to look at her hoU. I made bold to aav .%ne 
of Baglish build." 



THS RED ROVER. ^l 

** Yoa boRrdtfd lwi;» obienred the Rover. 
'' A small task that, your honour, since a stanrcd dog was 
the whole orew she eoahl muster to keep us off. It was a 
soleom i^ht when we got en her decks, and one that bean 
hard on mj manhood/^ continued Fid, with an air that grew 
more serious as he proeeeded^ '< whenever I have oocaision to 
overhaul the log-bcNriL of memory.'' 
" Yon found her people suffering of wanif" 
" We found a noble ship, as helpless as a hallibut in a 
tub. There she lay, a craft of some four hundred tons, 
water-logged, and motieniess as a churoh. It alwavs gives 
me great reflection, sir, when I see a noble vessel biouffht 
to such a straight, for one may liken her to a man wJao has 
been docked of his fins, and wnc is getting to be good for 
liule else than to be set upor^ % oat-head to look ont for 
squalls." 
" The ship was then deserted P*' 

" A^, the people bad left her, sir, or had been washed 
away in the gust that had laid her over. I never nenld 
come at the truth of them particulars. The dog had been 
mischievous, I conclude, about the decks { and 00 he had 
been lashed to a timber*head, the which saved his life, 
since, hap^ly for him, he found himself on the weather* 
side when tne hull righted a little, after her spars gave 
way. Well, sir, there was the dog, and not much else, 
as we could see, though we spent half a day in rummaging 
round, in order to pick up any small matter that might be 
useful ; but then, as the entrance to the hold and cabin 
was full of water, why, we made no great aflhir of the saU 
vage, after all." 
•' And then you left the wreck P** 
*' Not yet, your honour. While knocking about among 
the bits of rigging and lumber above board, says Guinea, 
says he, ' Mister Dick, I hear some one making their plaints 
below.' Now, I had heard the same noises myself, sir, 
but had set them down as the spirits of the people moaning 
over their losses, and had said nothing of tfc^ same, for fear 
of stirring up the superstition of the black— for the best of 
them are no better than superstitious niggers, my lady-^- 
so 1 said nothing of what I had heard, until he saw fit to 
broach the subject himself. Then we both turned -to to 
listening with a will, and sure enough the groans began to 
take a human sound. It was a good while, howsomever, 
before I could make up whether it was anything ffiiore thau 
the complaining of the hulk itself, for you know, my lady. 
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that a ship which is about to sink, makes her lameutations 
just like any other Jiving thing." 
• " I do, I do," returned the governess, shuddering. "1 
have heard tfaem, and never will my memory lose the recctl- 
lection of the sounds." 

' '* Ay, I thought you might know something of the same ; 
and solemn groans they are : But as the hulk kept rolling 
on the top of the sea, and no further signs of her going 
down, I began to think it best to cut imoner abaft, in order 
to make sure that some miserable wretch had not been 
caught in his hammock, at the time she went over. Well, 
good will, and an axe, soon let us into the secret of the 
moans." 

♦* You found a child P'* 

'* And its mother, my lady. As good luck would have 
it, they were in a berth on the weather-side, and as yet the 
water had not reached them. But pent air and hunger 
had nearly proved as bad as the brine. The lady was in 
the agony when we got her out ; and as to the boy, proud 
and strong as you now see him there on yonder gun, my 
lady, he was just so miserable, that it was no small mat- 
ter to make bini swallow the drop of wine and water that 
the Lord had left us, in order, as 1 have ofien tliought since, 
to bring him up to be, as he at this moment is, the pride of 
the ocean !" 

" But the mother?*' 

*' The mother had given the only morsel of biscuit she 
had to the child, ar.d was dying, in order that the urchin 
might live. 1 never could get rightly into the meaning of 
the tbiug, my lady, why a woman, who is no better than a 
Lascar in matters of strength, nor any better than a booby 
in respect of courage, should be able to let go her hold of 
life in this (][uiet fashion, when many a stout mariner would 
be fighting tor each mouthful of air the Lord might see tit 
to give. But there she was, white as the sail on which the 
storm has long heaten, and limber as a pennant in a calm, 
with her poor skinny arm around the lad, holding in her 
hand the very mouthful that might have kept her own soul 
in the body a little longer." 

*^ What did she, when you brought her to tho light ? '* 

" What did she !" repeated Fid, whose voice was gciting 
thick and husky, *' why, she did ad - d hone£€ thin|; ; she 
gave the hoy the crumb, and motioned, as well as a dying 
woman could, that we should have an eye over him till the 
emise of life was up.*' 
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''AndwMtlifttaUP' 

'*I have always thought she pmy«d; for Bometfaing passed 
between her aod one who was not to be seen, if a nan might 
judge by the £Bi8hion in which her eyes were turned aloft^ 
and her lips moved. I hope, among others, she put in a 
good word for one Bichard Fid ( for certain she had as Httle 
need to be asking for herself as anybody. But no man will 
ever know what she said, seeing that her mouth was shut 
from that time for ever afler«" 

« She died I" 

" Sorry am I to say it.^ But the poor lady was past swal- 
lowing when she came into ova hands, and then it was but 
little we had to offer her* A quart of water, with mayhap a 
gill of wine, a biscuit, and a handfuU of rice, was no great 
allowance for two hardy men to puU a boat some seventy 
leagues within the tropics. Howsomever, when we found 
no more was to be got m>m the wreck, and that since the air 
had escaped by the hole we had out, she was settling fkst, 
we thought it best to get out of her; and sore enough we 
were none to soon, seeing that she went under Just as we 
had twitched our jolly-boat clear of the suetion.** 

"And the boy — the poor deserted child T exclaimed the% 
governess, whose eyes had now filled to overlSowing. 

** There you are all aback, my lady. Instead of deserting 
him, we brought him away with uS| as we did the only other 
living creature to be found about the wreck* But we had 
still a long journey before us, and to make the matter worse, 
we were out of the track of the traders. So I put it down as 
a case for a council of all hands, which was no more than I 
and the black, since the lad was too weak to talk, and little 
could he have said otherwise in our situation. So I begaa 
myself saving, says I, ' Guinea, we must eat either this here 
dog, or tnis here bov. If we eat the boy, we shall be no 
better than the people in your own oonntiy, who, you know« 
my lady, are cannibals ; but if we eat the aog, poor «i he is, 
we may make out to keep soul and body together, and to 
give the child the other matters.' So Guinea, he says, sayt 
he, * I've no occasion for food at all ; give *em to the bo?,* 
says he, 'seeing that he is little, and has need oi stxvngth.' 
Howsomever, master Harry took no great kokCf to the dog, 
which we soon finished between us; for the plain reason that 
he was so thin. After that, we had a hungry time of it onr- 
sdves; for had we not kept up the life in the lad, you know, 
it would have slipt through our finffers," 

** And you fed the child, though fastiag yoorselves ?^ 

** No, we wer'n't altogether idle, my lady, seeing that w* 
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kept our teeth jogging on the skin of the dog, though I will 
not say that the food vcas over savoury. And then, as we 
had no occasion to lose time in eating, we kept the oars 
going so much the livelier. Weil, we got in at one of the 
islands after a time, though neither 1 nor the nigger had 
much to boast of as to strength or weight when we made the 
lirst kitchen we fell in with/' 

** And the child ?" 

'* Oh ! he was doing well enough ; for, as the doctors after- 
wards told ns, the short allowance on which he was put did 
him no harm/' 

** You sought his friends?" 

" Why, as for that matter, my lady, so far as I have been 
able to discover, he was with his best friends already. We 
had neither chart nor bearings by which we knew how to 
steer in search of bis family. His name be called Master 
Harry, by which it is clear he was a gentleman born, as 
indeed any one may see by looking at him ; but not another 
word could I learn of his relations or country, except that, 
as he spoke the English language, and was found in an Eng- 
lish ship, there is a natural reason to believe be is of Eog- 
^lish build himself.*' 

** Did you not learn the name of the ship ?'* demanded 
the attentive Rover, in whose countenance the traces of a 
lively interest were very distinctly discernible. 

** Why, as to that matter, your honour, schools weie 
scarce in my part of the country ; and in Africa, you know, 
there is no great matter of learning; so that, bad her name 
been oat of water, which it was not, we might have been 
bothered to read it. Howsomever, there was a horse- 
bucket kicking about her decks, and which, as luck would 
have it, got jammed-in with the pumps in such a fashion 
that it did not go overboard until we took it with us. Well, 
this bucket had a name painted on it ; and after we had 
leisure for the thing, 1 got Guinea, who has a natural turn 
at tattooing, to rub it into my arm in gunpowder, as the 
handiest way of logging these small particulars. Your 
honour shall see what the black has made of it/' 

So saying. Fid very coolly defied his jacket, and laid 
bare, to his elbow, one of his brawny arms, on which the 
blue impression was still very plainly visible. Although the 
letters were rudely imitated, it was not difficult to read in 
the skin the words " Ark of Lynnhaven/' 

" Here then, you had a clue at once to find the relatives 
of the boy/' observed the Xiover, after he had deciphered 
the Jetters. 
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** It seemf not, your honour; for we took the child with 
us aboard the ' Proserpine/ and our worthy captain carried 
sail hard alter the people ; bat no one could give any tidings 
of such a craft as the ' Ark of Lynnharen ;' and after a 
twelremontfa or more, we were obliged to give up the 
chase/' 

*' Could the child give no account of his friends f de- 
manded the governess. 

'* But little, my lady ; for the reason he knew but little 
about himself. So we gave the matter over altogether ; I, 
and Guinea, and the captain, and all of us, turning-to to 
educate the boy. He got his seamanship of the black and 
myself, and mayhap some little of his manners also ; and 
his navigation and Latin of the captain, who proved his 
friend till such a time as he was able to take care of him- 
self, and for that matter, some years afterwards." 

'* And how long did Mr. Wilder continue in a king's 
ship V* asked the Rover, in a careless and apparently indif- 
ferent manner. 

** Long enough to learn all that is taught there, your hon- 
our/' was the evasive reply. 

** He came to be an officer, I suppose !" 

*\ir he didn't, the king had the worst of the bargain. — 
But what is this I see here-a-way, atween the backstay and 
the vang? It looks like a sail ; or is it only a gull flapping 
his wings before he rises ?" 

*^ Sail, ho !'* called the look-out from the mast head. 
''Sail, ho!*' was echoed from atop and from the deck ! the 
glittering though distant object having struck a dozen 
vigilant eyes at the same instant. The Rorer was com- 
pelled to lend his attention to a summons so often repeated ; 
and Fid profitted by the circumstance to quit the poop, with 
the hurry of one who was not sorry for the interruption. 
Then the governess arose too, and, thoughtful and melan- 
choly, she sought the piivacy of her cabin. 
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'' Their prepanUaon is to day by sea*" 

AiUhmnff and Cleopatrtu 

'* S ML, ho !" in the little frequented sea in which the ** Rover'' 
lAV, was a cry that quickened every dull pulsation in the bo^ 
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MMNf of her ereir. Many weeks htd ncnr, aeeonting to 
their metluNl of ealcalatioii, been entireJy loet in the ?ieioB- 
My and profitleis plans of their ebief. ^he^ wen not of a 
temper to reason on the fatality which bad forced the Bristol 
trader from their toils ; it was enoagh, for their rough natures 
that the rich spoil had escaped them. Withoat examining 
for the oasuMM of this loss, as has been already seen, they 
had been but two well disposed to visit their disappoint- 
ment on tlie head of theinnoeent officer, who was charged 
with the ears of a Tessel that they already considered a prize. 
Here then, was at length an opportunity to repair their loss. 
The stranger was abeatto encounter them in a part of the ocean 
irhere suecour was nearly hopeless, and where time mght be 
aflbrded to profit, to the utmost by any success that the free* 
booters sboald obtain. Every man in the ship seemed sen* 
sible of these advantages ; and as the words sounded from 
mast to yauni, and from yard to deck, they were taken up in 
eheerfnl echoes from fifty mouths, which repeated the cry 
until it was heard issuing from the inmost recesses of ths 
vessel. 

The Rover himself manifested more than usual satisfaction 
at this prospect of a eaptore. He was quite aware of the 
neeessity of some brillianC or of some profitable exploit, to 
cnrb the rising tempers of his men i and long experience had 
taught him that he could ever draw the eords of discipline 
the tightest in moments that appeared the most to require 
the exercise of his own high courage and eonsumn>ate skill. 
He walked forward^ therefore, among his people, with a eonn- 
tenance that was no longer buried in reserve^ speak- 
ing to several, whom he addressed by name, and of 
whom he did not even disdain to ask opinions eonceming 
tiie character of the distant sail. When a sort of implied as^ 
surance that their recent offences were overlooked had thus 
been given, he summoned Wilder, the general, and one or 
two others of the superior officers, to the p^op, where they 
all disposed themselves to make more particular and more 
certain observations, by the aid of a half-dozen excellent 
glasses. 

Many minutes were now passed in silent and intense 
scrutiny. The day cloudless — the wind fresh, without being 
heavy — the sea long, level, and far from high — and, in 
shortfall things combined, as far as is ever seen on the restless 
ocean, not only to aid their examination, but to favour those 
subsequent evolutions which each instant rendered more 
probable would become necessary, 

<'It is a shipT" exclaimed the Rover, lowering his glass 
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the first to prodaim the resalt of bis long and oioie ta- 
pection. 

*' It is a ship V* echoed the general, across wnose disci- 
plined features a ray of something like animated satisfaction 
was malcing an effort to display itself. 

"A full rigged ship!" continued a third, relieving' 
his eye in turn, and answering to the grim smile of the 
soldier. 

" There must be sometbingto hold up allthose lofty spars/' 
resumed their commander. "A hull of price is beneath. — 
But you say nothing, Mr. Wilder. You make her out"— 
^ *' A ship of size," returned our adventurer, who, though 
hitherto silent, had been far from the least interested in his 
inrestigations. *' Does my eyes deceive me*-or"-~ 

"Or what, sir?*' 

** T see her to the heads of her courses." 

^'Tou see her as I do. It is a tall ship on an easy bowline, 
with every thing set that will draw. And she is standing 
hitherward. Her lower sails have lifted within five 
minutes." 

** I thought as much. But." 

" But what, sir? There can be little doubt but she is 
heading north-and-east. Since she is so kind as to spare us 
the pains of a chase, we will not hurry our movements. Let 
her come on. How like yon the manner of the stranger's 
advance, general?" 

" Unrailitary, but enticing! there is a look of the mines 
about her very royals." 

" And you, gentlemen, do you also seethe fashion of a gal- 
leon in her upper sails?" 

" 'Tis not unreasonable to believe it," answered one of the 
inferiors. " The Dons are said to run this passage often, in 
order to escape speaking us gentlemen, who sail with roving 



commissions." 
« 



Ah ! your Don is a prince of the earth! there is charity 
in lightening his golden burden, or the man would sink 
under it, as did the Roman matron under the pressure of the 
Sabine shields. I think you see no such gilded beauty in 
the stranger, Mr. Wilder." 

" It is a heavy ship !" 

'* The more likely to bear a noble freight. Ton are new, 
sir, to this merry trade of ours, or you would know that sise 
is a quality we always esteem in our visitors. If they carry 
pennants, we leave them to meditate on the many 'slips 
which exist between the cup and the lip and if stored 
with metal no more dangerous than that of Potosi, they 
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genendlj «ail the faster 'after pasting a few bonis i% oor 
company " 

'* Is not the stranger making signals?'' demanded Wilder, 
thooghtfolly. 

''Is he so quick to see nsl A good look out must 
be had, when a vessel that is merely steadied by her stay- 
sails, can be seen so far. Vigilance is a never-failing siga 
of value !" 

A pause'sncceeded, daring which all the glasses, in imita- 
tion of that of Wilder, were again raised iu the direction of 
the stranger. Different (pinions were given; soine affirm- 
ing, and some doubting the fact of the signals. The Rover 
himself was silent, though his observation was keen and 
long-continned. ' ^ ^ 

** We have wearied our eyes till sight is getting dim," he 
said. ** I have found the use of trying fresh organs when my 
own have refused to serve me. Come hither, lad,'' he eon- 
tinned, addressing a man who was executing some delicate 
job in seaoMtnship on the poop, at no great distance from the 
spot where the group of officers had placed themselves; 
*' come hither. Tell me what you make of the sail io the 
south-western board/' 

The man proved to be Seipio, who had been chosen, for 
his expertness, to perform the task in auestion. Placing bis 
cap on the deck, in a reverence even deeper than that wnich 
the seaman usually manifests towards his superior, he lifted 
the glass in one hand, while with the other he covered the 
eye that had at the moment no occasion for the use of its 
vision. But no sooner did the wandering instrument fall on 
the distant object, than he dropped it again, and fastened his 
look, in a sort of stupid admiration, on Wilder. 

*' Did you see the sail V demanded the Rover. 

" Masser can see him wid his naked eye." 

" Ay, but what make you of him by the aid of the glass V* 

" He'm ship, sir." 

** True. On what course ?" 

** He got he starboard tacks aboard, sir." 

*' Still true* But has he signals abioad ?" 

'^ He'm got free new cloths in he mainto|Kgallaiit-royaI, 
sir." 

'' His vessel is all the better for the repairs. Bid veH see 
his flags r 

'' He'm show no flag, masser.*' 

** I thought as much myself. Go forward, lad— stav— one 
often gets a true idea by seeking it where it is not thought 
to exist Of what size do you take the strancer to be ?" 
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^'He^m just Bowtm hviidred and fifty tons, masser/' 

** HowVi tkif ? The ton^e ofyoar neg^o, Mr. Wilder, is 
BB exact as a carpenter's rale. The feJlow speaks of the size 
of a vessel that is hall down, with an air as authoritative as 
a mnner of the lung's castoms coald pronoance on the same, 
after she had Aeen submitted to the oiHoe admeasurement." 

** You will haye consideration for the ignorance of the 
black ; men of his unfortunate state are seldom skilful in 
answering interrogatories." 

** Ignoranee V repeated the Rover, glancing his eye un- 
easily, and with a rapidity peculiar to himself, from one or 
the other, and from both to the rising object in the horizon ; 
" skilful I I know not : the man has no air of doubt. — You 
think her tonnage to be precisely that which you have said ?" 

The large dark eyes of Scipio rolled in turn, from his new 
commander to his ancient roaster, while, for a moment, his 
faculties appeared to be lost in extricable confnsion. But 
the uncertainty continued only for a moment, He no sooner 
read the frown that was gathering deeply over the brow of 
the latter, than the air of confidence with which he had pro- 
nonnced his former opinion vanished in a look of obstinacy 
so settled, that one might well have despaired of ever driving, 
or enticing him again to seem to think. 

" I ask you, if the stranger may not be a dozen tons larger 
or smaller than what you have named?" continued the Rover, 
when he found his former question was not likely to be soon 
answered. 

" He'm just as masser wish 'em," returned Scipio. 

" I wish him a thousand ; since he will then prove the 
richer prize." 

" I s^ose he'm quite a f ousand, sii." 

" Or a snug ship of three hundred, if lined with gold, 
might do." 

" He look berry like a free hundred." 

" To me it seems a brig." 

" I fink him brig too, masser.' 

" Or possibly, after all, the stranger may prove a schooner, 
with many lof^ and llg:ht sails." 

•' A schooner often carry- a royal," returned the black, 
resolute to acquiesce in all the other said. 

" Who knows it is a sail at all ! Forward there ! It may 
be well to have more opinions than one on so weighty a 
matter. Forward there t send the foretopman that is called 
Fid, upon the poop. Your companions are so intellij^ent 
and so faithful, Mr. Wilder, that you are not to be surprised 
if 1 show an undue desire for their information." 



Wilder compreitfed his lips, and the teat of the i^mip mani- 
fested a good deal of amaeemeiit ; but the latter had been too 
long accustomed to the caprice of their commander, and tbe 
former was too wise to speak at a moment when his h amour 
seemed at the highest. The topman, howcTer, was not long 
in making his appearance, and then the cbi0# saw fit again 
to break tbe silence. 

" And you think it questionable whether it be a sail at all f ' 
he continued. 

'* H'em sartain nothing but a fly-away," returned the ob- 
stinate black, 

*' Tou hear what your friend the negro says, Master Fid ; 
he thinks that yonder object which is lifting so fast to lee- 
ward, is not a sail.'' 

As the topman saw no sufficient reason for concealing his 
astonishment at this wild opinion, it was manifested with 
all the embellishment with which tbe individual in question 
usually set forth any of his more visible emotions. After 
casting a short glance in the direction of the sail, in order to 
assure himself there bad been no deception, he turned his 
eyes in great disgust on Scipio, as if he would vindicate tbe 
credit of the association at the expense of some little con- 
tempt for the ignorance of bis companion. 

'* What the devil do you take it for, Guinea ? a church ?" 

'^ I t'ink he'm church,'^ responded the acquiescent black. 

" Lord help the dark-skinned fool ! Your honour knows 

that conscience is d nab-y overlooked in Africa, and will 

not judge the nigger hardly for any little blunder he may 
make in the account of his religion. But the fellow is a 
thorough seaman, and should know a top-gallant-sail from 
a weathercock. Now, look you, S'ip, for the credit of yoot 
friends, if you've no great pride on your own behalf, just tell 
Ms"— 

'' It is of no account,'' interrupted the Bover. '* Take 
you this glass and pass an opinion on tbe sail in sight 
yourself.'* 

Fid scraped his foot and made a low bow in acknowledge 
ment of the compliment; and then depositing his little tar 
paulin hat on the deck of tbe poop, be very composedly, and 
as he flattered himself, very uinderstandingly, disposed pt 
his person to take the desired view. The gaze of the top- 
man was far longer than had been that of his black compa- 
nion ; Nand it is to be presumed, in consequence, much more 
accurate. Instead, however, of venturing any sudden 
opinion, when his eye was wearied he lowered the glass, and 
with bis head, atan^iiij^ long in th^ attitude of one whose 
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tkoof^tobMl reeeiv«d fome mibject of ddopDOgitatioii. Dur- 
ing the prooens of thinkins^, the weed was diligently rolled 
over his tongoe, and one hand was stock a-kimboo into hia 
side, as if he woald braee all his taeulties to support some 
extraordinary mental effort. 

" I wait yoar opinion/' resumed his attentive oommander, 
when he thought sufficient time had been allowed to mature 
the opinion even of Richard Fid. 

*' Will your honour just tell me what day of the month 
this here may be, and mayhap, at the same time, the day of 
the week too, if it shouldn't be giving too much trouble V 

His two questions were directly answered. 

'^ We had the wind at east-with-southiog, the first day 
out, and then it chopped in the night, and blew great guns 
at north-west, where it held for the matter of a week. 
After which there was an Irishman's hurricane, right up 
and down for a day; then we got into these here trades, 
which have stood as steady as a ship's chaplain over a punch 
bowl ever since.'' — 

Here the topman closed his soliloquy, in order to agitate 
the tobacco again, it being impossible to conduct the process 
of chewing and talking at one and the same time. 

<' What of the stranger?" demanded the Rover, a little 
impatiently. 

*' It's no church, thaf s certain, your honour," said Fid. 
very decidedly. 

'' Has he signals flying ?" 

'* He may be speaking with his flags, but it needs a better 
scholar than Richard Fid to know what he would say. To 
my eye, there are three new cloths in his main-top-gaUaat- 
royal, but no bunting abroad." 

*' The man is happy in having so good a sail. Mr. 
Wilder, do you too see the darker cloths in question V 

** There is certainly something which might be taken for 
canvass newer than the rest I believe I first mistook the 
same, as the sun fell brightest on the sail, for the signals I 
named." 

^* Then we are not seen, and may lay quiet for a while, 
thou;^h we enjoy the advantage of measuring the stranger 
foot by foot — even to the new cloths in his royal !" 

The Rover spoke in a tone that was strangely divided 
between sarcasm and thought. He then made an impatient 
gesture to the seamen to quit the poop. When they were 
alone, he turned te his silent and respectful officers, continu* 
ing, in a manner that was grave, while it was concilia- 
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^ •< Gentlenen/' he saidy '* our idle time is pRst, aikd fortinie 
liRS at leRgrth broaglit aetlTity into our track. Whether 
the ship in sight l>e of just soFen hundred and fifty tons, is 
more than I ean pretend to prononnee, bat something there 
is whicli any seaman may know. By the squareness of her 
upper-yards, the symmetry with whieh they are trimmed; 
and the press of oanrass she hears on the wind, I pronoance 
her to be a yessel of war. Do any differ from my opinion ? 
Mr. Wilder, speak.^' 

'**I feel the truth of all your reasons^ and think with 
you/' 

A shade of gloomy distrust, whieh had gathered oyer the 
brow of the Rover daring the foregoing scene, lighted a 
little as he listened to the direct and frank avowal of bis 
lieutenant 

'*Toa believe she bears a pennant? I like this manli« 
ness of reply. Then comes another question : — Shall we 
fight her r 

To this interrogatory it was not so easy to give a decisive 
answer. Each ofiicer consulted the opinions of his com- 
rades in their eyes, until their leader saw fit to make his ap- 
plication still more personal. 

*' Now, general, this is a question peculiarly ^tied for year 
wisdom,'^ he resumed. '* Shall we give battle to a pennant 
or shall we spread our wings and fly?'' 

*' My bullies are not drilled to the retreat. Give them any 
other work to do, and I will answer for their steadiness." 
** But shall we adventure without a reason V 
" The Spaniard often sends his bullion home under cover 
of a cruiser's guns," observed one of the inferiors, who 
rarely found pleasure in any risk that did not infer its cor- 
respondent benefit. ''We may feel the stranger; if he 
carries more than his guns, he will betray it by his reluc- 
tance to speak, but if poor, we shall find him as fierce as a 
half-fed tiger." 

'* There is sense in your counsel. Brace, and it shall be 
regarded. Go then, gentlemen, to your several duties. 
We'll pass the half hour that may be needed before bis hull 
shall f ise, in looking to our gear and overhauling the guns. 
As it is not decided to fight, let what is done be done with- 
out display. My people must see no receding from a reso- 
lution taken." 

The group then separated, each man preparing to under- 
take the task that more especially belonged to the situatloQ 
that he filled in the ship. Wilder was about to retire wrtii 
the rest, but a significant sign drew him to the side of his 
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chief, who coutinaed on the poop alone with bis new con- 
federate. 

" The monotony of onr lives is now likely to be interraptedi 
Mr. Wirder/' oommenced the former, first glancing bis eye 
around to make sure they were alone. ''I have seen 
enoagh of your spirit and steadiness to be sure that, sbould 
accident disable me to eondaot the fortunes of these people, 
my autbority will fall into firm and able hands/' 

" Shoald sneb a calamity befall as, I hope it may be fitmnd 
tbat your expectations sball not be deceived. 

** I bave confidence, sir ; and where a brave man reposes 
his confidence, be has a right to hope it will not be abused, 
I speak in reason .'' 

" I acknowledge the justice of your words/' 

** I wonld, Wilder, tbat we bad known each other earlier. 
But what matters vain regrets ! These fellows of yours are 
keen of sight to note those clotbs so soon V 

** 'Tis just tbe observation of people of their class. The 
nicer distinctions wbicb marked the cruiser came first from 
yourself!" 

'*And then tbe 'seven hundred and fifty tons' of the 
black ! — It was giving an opinion with great decision.'^ 

** It is the quality of ignorance to be positive.*' 

" Tou say truly. Cast an eye at the stranger, and tell me 
bow he comes on.*' 

Wilder obeyed, seemingly gladio be relieved from a dis- 
course that he might have found embarrassing. Many mo- 
ments were passed before be dropped the glass, during 
which time not a syllable fell from the lips of bis companion 
When be turned, bowever, to deliver tbe result of his obser- 
vations, be. met an eye that seemed to pierce bis soui, 
fastened on his countenance. Colouring higblv, as if h ) 
resented the suspicion betrayed by the act, Wilder closed 
bis half-opened lips, and continued silent. 

*^ And the ship?" deeply demanded the Rover. 

"The ship has already raised her courses ; in a few more 
minutes we shall see tbe hull.*' 

'' It is a swift vessel T She is standbg directly for us." 

** I tbink not. Her bead is lyin^ more at east." 

** It may be well to make certain of tbat fact. You are 
right," be continued, after taking a look himself at tbe ap- 
proaching cloud of canvass ; " you are very right. As yet 
we are not seen. Forward there ! baul down tbat bead stay- 
sail ; we will steady the ship by her yards. Kow let him 
look with all his eyes : they must be good to see these naked 
spars at such a distance/' 
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Our adventarer made no reply, aisenting^ to the treth 0/ 
what the other had said by a simple inclinatioii of the head. 
They then resumed the walk to and fro in their narrow 
limits, neither manifesting, however, any anxiety to renew 
the discourse. 

** We are in good condition for the alternative of flight or 
combat/' the Rover at length observed^ while he cast a 
rapid look over the preparations which had been unosten- 
tatiously in progress from the moment when the officers dis- 
persed. Now will I coniess, Wilder, a secret pleasure in 
the belief that yonder audacious fool carries the boasted 
commission of the German who wears the crown of Britain. 
Should he prove more than man may dare attempt, I will 
flout him, though prudence shall check any farther attempts ; 
and should he prove an equal, would it not gladden yoar 
eyes to see St George come drooping into the water?" 

*^ I thought that men in our pursuit left honour to silly 
heads, and that we seldom struck a blow that was not in- 
tended to ring on metal more precious than iron.'' 

'"Tis the character the world gives ; but I, for one, would 
rather lower the pride of the minions of King George, than 
possess the power of unlocking his treasury ! Said I welS^ 
general P" he added, as the individual he named approached^ 
** said I well, in asserting there was glorious pleasure in 
making a pennant trail upon the sea ?*' 

'* We fight for victory,'' returned the martinet, ** I am 
ready to engage at a minute's notice/' 

« Prompt and decided as a soldier. — Now tell me, gene- 
ral, if fortune, or chance, or providence, whichever of the 
powers you may acknowledge for a leader, were to give yoa 
tlie option of enjoyments, in what would you find your deep- 
est satisfaction V 

The soldier seemed to ruminate ere he answered, — 

<< I have often thought^ that were I a commander of things 
on eaith, I should, backed by a dozen of my stoutest bullies 
charge at the door of that cave which was entered by the 
tailors boy, him they call Aladdin/' 

" The genuine aspirations of a freebooter ! In such a case 
the magic trees would soon be disburdened of their fruit. 
Still it might prove an inglorious victory, since incantations 
and charms are the weapons of the combatants. Call you 
honour nothing V* 

** Hum ! I fought forhononr half of a reasonably >>ng life, 
and found myself as light at the close of all my dangers as 
at the beginning. Honour and I have shaken hands, unless 
it be the honour of coming off" conqueror. I have a a'rong 
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4lwMl of defeat^ but am slwvfs ready to Mil lh« oMni 

bononr of the victory cheap/' 

** WMf let it pan. The qoalily of tha «arvice is mach 
th9 'same^ find the motive where you i¥ili.^-How now I who 
has dared to let yonder top-gallaDtriail fly V* 

The Mart liof ehanfl^e in the voiee of the Bovar oaiiied all 
within hearing of his words to tremble. Deep, anxious and 
threatening displea»ura was In all its tones, and each man 
cast his eyes upwards* to see on whose devoted head the 
weight of the dreaded Indignation of their chief was alKHit 
to fail. As there was little hot naked spars and tightened 
ropes to obstruct the view, all beeame, at the same instant, 
apprised of the truth. Fid was standing on the head of 
that topmast which belonged to the particular portion of the 
vessel where he was stationed, and the sail in question was 
fluttering, with all its gear loosened, far and high in the 
wind. His hearing had probably been drowned by the 
heavy flapping of the canvass ; for instead of lending his 
ears to the deep powerful call just mentioned, he rather stood 
contemplating bis work than exhibiting any anxiety as to 
the effect it might produce on the minds of those beneath 
him. But a second warning came in toues too terrible to 
be any longer disregarded by ears even as dull as those of 
be oifender. 

*' By whose order have you dared to loosen the sail V* 
demanded the Rover. 

*^ By the order of King Wind, your honour. The best 
seaman must give in when a squall gets the upper 
hand.'' 

** Furl it ! away aloft, and furl it !" shouted the exefted 
leader. ** Roll it up ; and send the fellow down who has 
been so bold as to own any authority but my own in this 
ship, though it were that of a hurricane." 

A dozen nimble topmen ascended to the assistance of Fi<f . 
In another minute, the unruij canvass was secured, and 
Richard himself was on his way to the poop. During this 
brief interval, the brow of the Rover was dark and angry 
as the surface of the element on which he lived, when black- 
ened by the tempest Wilder, who had never before seen 
his new commander thus excited, began to tremble for the 
fate of his ancient comrade, and drew nigher as the latter 
approached, to intercede in his favour, should the circum- 
stances seem to require such an interposition. 

*' And why i% this V the still stern and angry leader de- 
manded of the oflender. ** Why is it that you, whom I have 
hiu\ such rteent reason to applaud, sbotrld dare to Jet ffy a 

-i d3 



a06 TH8 BED moVBIL 

Mil, at a moment when it is important to keep the tb^ 
naked f 

** Tour honour will admit that his rations sometimes slips 
through the best man's finger's, and why not a bit of can- 
vass ? deliberately returned the delinquent '^ If 1 took a 
turn too many of the fpiske off the yard, it is a fault I am 
ready to answer for." 

'*You say true, and dearly shall you pay the forfeit. 
Take him to the gangway, and let him make acquaintance 
with the cat/' 

** No new acquaintance, your honour, seeing that we have 
met before, and that too, for matters which I had reason to 
hide my head for ; whereas, here it may be many blows and 
little shame/' 

''May I intercede in behalf of the offender?" interrupted 
Wilder, with earnestness and haste. '' He is often bluu- 
deiing, but rarely would he err had he as much knowledge 
as good-will/* 

'' Say nothing about it. Master Harry," returned the top- 
man, with a peculiar glance of his eye. '' The sail has been 
flying finely, and it is now too late to deny it ; and so, I 
suppose, the fact must be scored on the back of Richsmi 
Fid, as you would put any other misfortune into the log/' 

** I would he might be pardoned. I can Tcnture to pro- 
mise in his name, 'twill be the last offence" — 

" Let it be forgotten/' returned the Rover, struggling 
powerfully to conquer his passion. " I will not disturb oar 
harmony at such a moment, Mr. Wilder, by refusing 
so small a boon : but you need not be told to what evil 
such negligence might lead. Give me the glass agrain ; I 
will see if the fluttering canvass has escaped the eye of the 
stranger." 

The topman bestowed a stolen but exulting glance on 
Wilder, and then the latter motioned the other hastily 
away, turning himself to join his commander in the ex 
amination. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

*' As I am an honest man, he lookv pale : Art thoa sick, or toB^grr V* 

Much ado ab<mtJNe¥kmf^ 

The approach of the strange aail^was becoming rapidly 



moie-ftDd more visible to the naked eye. The little speck 
of white, which had first been seen on the margin of the 
sea, resembling some gnll floating on the summit of a wave, 
had gradually arben daring the last half hour, until a tall 
pyramid of canvass was reared on the water. As Wilder 
bent his look again on this growing object, the Rover put a 
glass into his hands, with an expression of feature which 
the other understood to say, '' You may perceive that the 
carelessness of your dependant has already betrayed us V 
Still the look was one rather of regret than of reproach; 
nor did a single syllable of the tongue confirm the meaning 
language of the eye. On the contrary, it would seem that 
his commander was anxious to preserve their recent ami- 
cable compact inviolate ; for when the young mariner at- 
tempted an awkward explanation of the prorable causes of 
the blunder of Fid, he was met by a quiet gesture, wbicb 
said, in a sufficiently intelligible language, that the ofifence 
was already pardoned. 

•* Our neighbour keeps a good look-out, as you may see," 
observed the other. '' He has tacked, and is lying boldly 
up across our fore-foot. Well, let him come on ; we shall 
soon get a look at his battery, and then ma* we come to 
our conclusion as to the nature of the intercourse we are to 
hold.'' 

** If you permit the stranger to near us, it might be diifi. 
cult to thrpw him off the chase, should we be glad to get rid 
of him." 

•* It must be a fast -going vessel to which the 'Dolphin * 
cannot spare a top gallant-sail." 

•* I know not, so. The sail in sight is swift on the wind, 
and it is to be belieyed that she is no duller ofF. I have 
rarely known a vessel tise so rapidly as she has done since 
first we made her," 

The youth spoke with such earnestness, as to draw the 
attention of his companion from the object he was studying 
to the countenance of the speaker. 

** Mr. Wilder," he said quickly, and with an air of de- 
cision, "you know the shipp" 

•* 1*11 not deny it. If my opinion be true, she will be 
found too heavy for the 'Dolphin,' and a vessel that offers 
little inducement for us to attempt to carry." 

"Her sizeP " 

" You heard it from the black." 

•* Your followers know her also P" 

"It would be difficult to deceive a topman in the cu^ 
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and trim of sails among wbicb he hai passed months, nay 
years.*' 

'* I understand the ' new olotbs* in her top gallA&t-royal ! 
Mr. Wilder, your departure from that vessel has been 

recent P" 

" As my arrival in this.'* 

The Rover continued silent for several minntes, com- 
muning with his own thoughts. His companion made no 
offer to disturb his meditations ; though the furtive glances 
he often cast in the direction of the other's musing eye, 
betrayed some little anxiety to learn the result of his self- 
communication. 

*' And her gunsP'* at length his commander abruptly de- 
manded. 

*' She numbers four more than the ' Dolphin.' " 

'•ThemeUlP** 

*' Is still heavier. In every particular is she a ship a 
size above your own.** 

** Doubtless she is the property of the king P" 

'* She is.** 

** Then shall she change her masters. By heaven, she 
shall be mine i'*. 

Wilder shook his head, answering only with an incredu- 
lous smile. 

"You doubt it,'* resumed the Rover. "Come hither, 
and look upon that deck* Can he whom you so lately 
quitted, muster fellows like these to do his biddings?'* 

The crew of the " Dolphin *' had been chosen by one who 
thoroughly understood the character of a seaman, from 
among all the different people of the Christian world. 
There was not a maritime nation in Europe which had not 
its representative among that band of turbulent and desper- 
ate spirits. Even the descendant of the aboriginal posses- 
sors of America bad been made to abandon the habits and 
opinions of his progenitors, to become a wanderer on that 
element which had laved the shores of his native land ioi 
ages, without exciting a wish to penetrate its mysteries. in 
the bosoms of his simple-minded ancestry. All had been 
suited, by lives of wild adventure, on the two elements, for 
their present lawless pursuits; and, directed by ihe mind 
which had known how to obtain and to continue its des- 
potic ascendancy over their efforts, they truly formed a 
most dangerous and (considering their numbers) resistless 
crew. Their commander smiJed in exultation, as ne watched 
the evident reflection with which his companion contem- 
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plated the indifference, or fierce joy, which different indi- 
vidaals among them exhibited at the appearance of an an- 
proaching conflict. Even the rawest ol their numbers, the 
luckless waisteis and after-guard, were apparently as con- 
fident of Tictory as those whose audacity might plead the 
apology of uniform and often-repeated success. 

*' Connt you these for nothinep'' asked the Rover, at the 
elbow of his lisatenant, after allowing him time to embrace 
the whole of the grim band with his eye. *' See ! here is 
a Dane, ponderous and steady as the gun at which I shall 
shortly place him. You may cut him limb from limb, and 
yet will he stand like a tower, until the last stone of the 
foundation has been sapped. And here, we have his neigh- 
bours, the Swede and the Russ, fit companions for manag- 
ing the same piece ; which, I'll answer, shall not be silent, 
while a man of them all is left to apply a match, or handle 
a spnnge. Yonder is a square-built athletic mariner, from 
one of the Free Towns. He prefers our liberty to that of 
his native city ; and you shall find that the venerable 
Hanseatic institutions shall give way sooner than he be 
known to quit the spot I give him to dfefend. Here you see 
a brace of Englishmen ; and though they come from the 
island that I love so little, better men at need will not be 
often found. Feed them, and flog them, and I pledge my- 
self to their swaggering and their courage. D'ye see that 
thoughtful -looking bony miscreant, that has a look of godli- 
ness in the midst of all his villany P That fellow fish'd 
for herring till he got a taste of beef, when his stomach re- 
vol ted at its ancient fare ; and then the ambition of becom- 
ing rich got uppermost. He is a Scot from one of the lochs 
of the North." 

" Will he fight ?'• 

*• For money — the honour of the Macs — and his religion. 
He is a reasoning fellow, after all ; and I like to have nim 
on my own side in a quarrel. Ah ! yonder is the boy fcr 
a charge. I once told him to cut a rope in a hurry, and ho 
severed it above his head, instead of beneath his feet, taking 
a flight from a lower yard into the sea, as a reward for the 
exploit. But then, he always extols his presence of mind 
in not drowning ! Now are his ideas in a hot ferment ; and, 
if the truth could be known, I would wager a handsome 
venture^ that the sail in sight is, by some mysterious pro^ 
cess, magnified to six in his fertile iancy.*' 

** He mutt be thinking, then, of escape.'' 

'* Far from it ; he is rather plotting the means of sarrouiid* 
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ing them with the 'Dolphin/ To your trae Hibenuao* 
esofipe is the last idea that gives him an uneasy moment. 
You see the pensive-looking sallow mortal at his elbow* 
That is a man who will fight with a sort of sentiment. There 
is a touch of chivalry in him, which might be worked into 
heroism, if one had but the opportunity and the inclination. 
As it is, he will not fail to show a spark of the true Castilian. 
His companion has come from the rock of Lisbon ; I should 
trust him unwillingly, did I not know that little opportunity 
of taking pay from the enem^f is given here. Ah ! here is a 
lad for a dance of a Sunday. You see him, at this moment, 
with foot and tongue going together. That is a creature of 
contradictions. He wants for neither wit nor good nature, 
but still he might cut your throat on an occasion. There is 
a strange medley of ferocity and bonhommie about the ani- 
mal. I shall put him among the boarders, for we shall not 
be at blows a minute before his impatience will be for carry- 
ing everything by a coup-de-main.^ 

** And who is the seaman at his elbow, that apparently is 
occupied in divesting his person of some supernuous gar- 
ments?'' demanded Wilder, irresistibly attracted by the 
manner of the Rover to pursue the subject. 

** An economical Dutchman. He caJculates that it is just 
as wise to be killed in an old jacket as in a new one ; and 
has probably said as much to his Gascon neighbour^ who is, 
however, resolved to die decently, if die he must. The for- 
mer has happily commenced his preparations for tbe combat 
in good season, or the enemy might defeat us before he would 
be in readiness. Did it rest between these two worthies to 
decide this quarrel, the mercurial Frenchman would deftat 
his neighbour of Holland, before the latter believed the bat- 
tle had commenced; but should he let the happy moment 
pass, rely on it, the Dutchman would give him trouble. 
Forget yoo, Wilder, that the day has been when the coun- 
trymen of that slow-moving and heavy-moulded fellow, 
swept the narrow seas with a broom at their mast-heads V* 
The Rover smiled wildly as he spoke, and what he said he 
uttered with bitter emphasis. To his companion, however, 
there appeared no such grounds of unnatural exultation in 
recalling the success of a foreign enemy, and he was content 
to assent to the truth of the historical tact with a simple in- 
clination of his head. As if he even found pain in this con- 
fession. Mid would gladly be rid of the mortifying reflection 
altogether, he rejoined, in some apparent haste — 
" You have overlooked the two tall seaman, who arc mak- 
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iog out tbo rig of tbt stranger witb so much grayity of oh- 
servation/' 

** Ay, those are men that came from a land in which we 
both feel some interest. The sea is not more unstable than 
are those rogues in their knavery. Their minds are but half 
made up to piracy. — ^'Tis a coarse word, Mr. Wilder, but I 
fear we earn it. But these rascals make a reservation of 
grace in the midst of all their viilany/^ 

'* They regard the stranger as if they saw reason to dis* 
trust the wisdom of letting him approach so near." 

** Ah ! they are renowned calculators. I fear they have 
detected the four supernumerary guns you mentioned, for 
their vision seems supernatural in affairs which touch their 
interests. But you see there is brawn and sinew in the fel- 
lows : and, what is better, there are heads which teach them 
to turn those advantages to account.'' 
«' You think they fail in spirit V* 

** Hum ! It might be dangerous to try it on any point they 
deemed material. They are no quarrel lers about words, and 
seldom lose sight of certain musty maxims, which they pre- 
tend come from a volume that I fear you and I do not study 
too intently. It is not often that they strike a blow for mere 
chivalry, and were they so inclined, the rogues are too much 
disposed to logic, to mistake, like your black, the * Dolphin' 
for a church. Still, if they see reason in their puissant judg- 
ments to engage, mark me, the two guns they command wiU 
do better serviee than all the rest of the battery. But, should 
they think otherwise, it would occasion no surprise were I 
to receive a proposition to spare the powder for some more 
profitable adventure. Honour, forsooth 1 the miscreants are 
too well grounded in polemics to mistake the point of hon- 
our in a pursuit like ours. But we chatter of trifles, when it 
is time to think of serious things. Mr. Wilder, we will bow 
show our canvass." 

The manner of the Rover changed as suddenly as his lan- 
guage. Losing the air of sarcastic levity in which he had 
been indulging, in a mien better suited to maintain the 
authority he wielded, he walked aside, while his subordinate 
proceeded to issue the orders necessary to enforce his com- 
mands. Nightingale sounded the usual summons, lifting 
his hoarse voice in the cry of **AI1 bailds make sail, 
ahoy ! " 

Until now, the people of the ** Dolphin'' had made their 
observations on the sail that was growing so lapldly above 
the waters, according to their several humours. Some had 
exulted in the prospect of a capture ; others, more practised 
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in the ways of their commander, had deemed the probabi- 
lity of their coming in collision at all with the stranger a 
point far from settled ; while a few, more accustomed to re- 
flection, shook their heads as the stranger drew nigher, as it 
they believed he was already within a distance that might be 
attended with too much hazard. Still, as they were ignor- 
ant alllce of those secret sources of information which the 
ehief had so frequently proved he possessed, to an extent 
that often seemed miraculous, the whole were content pa- 
tiently to await his decision. But when the cry above men- 
tioned was heard, it was answered by an activity so general 
and so cheerful, as to prove it was entirely welcome. Order 
now followed order in quick succession, from the mouth of 
Wilder, who, in virtue of his station, was the proper exeoa" 
tive officer for the moment. 

As both lieutenant and crew appeared animat£fd by the 
same spirit, it was not long before the naked spars of the 
** Dolphin " ^ere clothed in vast volumes of spotless snow- 
white canvass. Sail had fallen after sail, and yard after 
yard had been raised to the summit of its mast, until the ves- 
sel bowed before the breeze, rolling to and fro, but stili held 
ftatipnary by the position of her yards, When all was in 
readiness to proceed on whichever course might be deemed 
necessary. Wilder ascended again to the poop, in order to 
announce the fact to his superior. He found the Rover at- 
tentively considering the stranger, whose hull had by this 
time risen out of the sea, and exhibited a long dotted yellow 
^ne, which the eye of every man in the ship well knew to 
contain the ports whence the guns that marked her parti ca- 
. ar force were made to issue. Mrs. Wyllys, accompanied by 
Gertrude, stood nigh, thoughtful, as usual, but permitting 
to occurrence of the slightest moment to escape her vigi- 
Ance. 

*' We are ready to gather wcagh on the ship," said Wilder ; 
^' we Wait merely for the course.'' 

The Rover started, and drew closer to his subordinate be- 
fore he gave an answer. Then, looking him full and intently 
in the eye, he demanded — 

** You are certain that you know yon vessel, Mr. Wilder?* 

^* Certain,'' was the calm reply. 

'' It is a royal cruiser,*' said the governess, with the swift- 
ness of thought. 

'' It is. I have already pronounced her to be so." 

" Mr. Wilder," resumed the Rover, " we will try her 
Ipeed. Let the courses fall, and fill your forward sails. 

The youn^ mftriner made an acknow(edgipent of obedt- 
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enee, and proceeded to execute the wishes of his com- 
mander. There was an eagerness and perhaps a trepidation 
in the Toice of Wilder, as he issued the necessary orders, 
that was in remaricable contrast to the deep-toned calmness 
which characterised the utterance of the Rover. The un- 
usual intonations did not entirely escape the ears of some of 
the elder seamen, and looks of pecuKar meaning were ex- 
changed among them, as they paused to catch his words. 
Bat obedience followed these unwonted sounds, as it had 
been accustomed to succeed the more imposing utterance of 
their own long-dreaded chief. The head-yards were swung, 
the sails were distended with the breeze, and the mass, which 
had so long been inert, began to divide the waters, as it 
heavily overcame the state of rest in which it had reposed. 
The ship soon attained its velocity, and then the contest be- 
tween the two rival vessels became one of deep and engros- 
sing interest. 

By this time the stranger was within half a league, directly 
under the lee of the ** Dolphin.'' Closer and more accurate 
observation had satisBed every understanding eye in the lat- 
ter ship, of the force and character of their neighbour. The 
rays of a bright sun fell clear upon her broadside, while the 
shadow of her sails was thrown far across the waters, in a 
direction opposite to their own. There were moments when 
the eye, aided by the glass, could penetrate through the open 
ports into the interior of the hull, catching fleeting and delu- 
sory glimpses of the movements within. A few human forms 
were distinctly visible in different parts of her rigging, but in 
all other respects, the repose of high order and perfect disci- 
pline was discernible on all about her. 

When the Rover heard the sounds of the parted waters, 
and saw the little jets of spray that the bows of his own gal- 
lant ship cast before her, he signed to his lieutenant to ascend 
to the place which he still occupied on the poop. For many 
minutes his eye was on the strange sail, in close and intelli- 
gent contemplation of her powers. 

'< Mr. Wilder,'' he at length said, speaking like one whose 
doubts on some perplexing point were finally removed, **1 
have seen that cruiser before." 

** It is probable ; she has roamed over most of the waters 
of the Atlantic." 

** Ay, this is not the first of our meetings ! a little paint 
has changed her exterior, but I think I know the manner in 
which they have stepped her masts." 

«< They are thought to rake more than is usual/' 

9B 
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" They are tboaght to do it, with reason. Did yoa sefre 
long aboard faer?'^ 

u Years." 

" And you left her "— 

" To join yon." 

<< Tell me, Wilder, did they treat yoo, too, as one of an in- 
ferior order ? Ha ! was your merit called * prorincial ?' Did 
they read America in all yoo did ? " 

"I left her, Captain Heidegger/' 

<* Ay, they g^ve you reason. For once they have done me 
an act of kindness. Bat you were in her daring the equinox 
of March Y' 

Wilder made a slight bow of assent. 

'' I thooght as much. And you fought a stranger in the 
gale ? Winds, ocean, and man, were all at work together." 

*' It is true. We knew you, and thought for a time that 
your hour had come." 

<* I like your frankness. We have sought each other's lives 
like men, and we shall prove the truer friends, now that amity 
is established between us. I will not ask yon further of that 
adventure, Wilder, for favoor in my service is not to he 
bought by treachery to that you have quitted. It is suffici- 
ent that yon now sail nnder my flag." 

'' What is that flag ? " demanded a mild but firm Toice at 
his elbow. 

The Rover turned suddenly, and again met the nvetted, 
calm, and searching eye of the governess. The gleamings of 
some strangely contradictory passions crossed his features, 
and then his whole countenance changed to that look of 
bland courtesy which he most affected when addressing his 
captives. 

'* Here speaks a female, to remind two mariners of their 
duty ! " he exclaimed. " We have for^tten the civility of 
showing the stranger our banting. Let it be set, Mr. Wilder, 
that we may omit none of the observances of nautical 
etiquette." 

'*The ship in sight earries a naked gaft." 

'* No matter; we shall be foremost in courtesy. Let the 
colours be shown," 

Wilder opened the little locker which contained the flags 
most in use, but hesitated which to select out of a dozen that 
lay in large rolls within the different compartments. 

" I hardly know which of these ensigns it is your pleasure 
to show," he said, in a manner that appeared sufficiently like 
putting a question. 

Try him with the heavy-moulded Putchman. The com* 
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mander of so noble a ship sboald understand all Ohmtian 
tongues/' 

The lieutenant made a sig^n to the quarter-master on duty, 
and in another minute the flag of the United Provinces 
was waving at the peak of the *^ Dolphin." The two officers 
narrowly watched its effect on the stranger, who refused, 
however, to make any answering sign to the false signal they 
had just exhibited. 

** The stranger sees we have a hull that was never made 
for the shoals of Holland. Perhaps he knows us V* said the 
Rover, glancing at the same time a look of enquiry at his 
companion. 

** I think not. Paint is too freely used in the * Dolphin,' 
for even her friends (o be certain of her countenance/' 

^* She is a coquettish sbip> we will allow,'' returned the 
Rover, smiling. *' Try him with the Portuguese : Let us see 
if Brazil diamonds have favour in his eyes.'* 

The colours already set were lowered, and in their place 
the emblem of the house of Braganza was loosened to the 
breeze. Still the stranger pursued his course in sullen in* 
attention, eating closer and closer to the wind, as it is termed 
in nautical language, in order to lessen the distance between 
him and bis chase as much as possible. 

" An ally cannot move him,'' said the Rover. " Now let 
him see the taunting drapeau blanc." 

Wilder complied in silence. The flag of Portugal was 
hauled to the deck, and the white field of France was given 
to the air. The ensign bad hardly fluttered in its elevated 
position, before a broad glossy blazonry rose, like some enor- 
mous bird taking wing from the deck of the stranger, and 
opened its folds in graceful waves at his gaft. The same in- 
stant, a column of smoke issued from his bows, and had 
sailed backward through bis rigging, ere the report of the 
gun of defiance found its way against the fresh breeze of the 
trades, to the ears of the " Dolphin's" crew. 

" So much for national amity !" dryly observed the Rover. 
'<He is mute to the Dutchman, and to the crown of Bra 
ganza ; but the very bile is stirred within him at the sight 
of a table-cloth! Let him contemplate the colours he loves 
so little, Mr. Wilder ; when we are tired of showing them, 
our lockers may furnish another." 

It would seem, however, that the sight of the flag which 
the Rover now choose to bear, produced some such effect on 
his neighbour as the moleta of the nimble banderillois known 
to excite in the enraged bull. Sundry smaller sails which 
could do but little good, but which answered the purpose ' 
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appearing to wish to quicken his speed, were instantly set 
abroad the stranger; and not a brace or a bowline was saf- 
fered to escape without an additional pull. In short he 
wore the air of the courser who receives the useless blows of 
the jockey, when already at the top of his speed, and when 
any further excitement is as fruitless as his own additional 
exertions. Still there seemed but little need of such snpero- 
gatory efforts. By this time the two vessels were fairly try- 
ing their powers of sailing, and with no visible advantage in 
favour ot either. Although the ** Dolphin" was renowned 
for her speed, the stranger manifested no inferiority that the 
keenest scrutiny might detect The ship of the freebooter 
was already bending to the breeze, and the jets of spray be- 
fore her were cast still higher and further in advance ; but 
each impulse of the wind was equally felt by the stranger, 
and her movement over the heaving waters seemed to be as 
rapid and as graceful as that of her rival. 

''Yon ship parts the water as a swallow cuts the air," 
observed the chief of the freebooters to the youth who still 
kept at his elbow, endeavouring to conceal an uneasiness 
which was increasing at each instant. *' Has she a name 
for speed ?" 

'' The curlew is scarcely faster. Are we not already nigh 
enough for men who cruise with commissions no better than 
our own pleasure V 

The Rover glanced a look of impatient suspicion at the 
countenance of his companion ; but its expression changed 
to a smile of haughty audacity, as he answered, — 

"Let him equal the eagle in his highest and swiftest flight 
he shall find us no laggards on the wing ! Why this reluct- 
ance to be within a mile of a vessel of the Crown f' 

'* Because I know her force, and the hopeless character of 
a contest with an enemy so superior," returned Wilder, firm- 
ly. ''Captain Heidegger, you cannot fight yon ship with 
success ; and unless instant use be made of the distance 
which still exists between us you cannot escape her. Indeed 
I know not but it is already too late to attempt the latter." 

** Such, sir, is the opinion of one who overrates the powers 
of his enemy, because use and much talking have taught 
him to reverence it as something more than human. Mr. 
Wilder, none are so daring or so modest as those who hare 
long been accustomed to place their dependance on their own 
exertions. I have been nigher to a flag even, and yet you 
fee I continue to keep on this martial coil." 
" Hark ! 'tis a drum. The stranger is going to his guns.'' 
The Rover listened 9 moment, and was able to oatAhtht 
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well knowh beat wbich calls the people of a vessel of war to 
quarters. First casting a glance upward at his sails, and 
Uien throwing a general and oritioal look on all and every 
thing which catne within the influence of his command, he 
calmly answered,—- 

'' We will imitate his example, Mr. Wilder. Let the order 
be given/' 

Until now, the crew of the " Dolphin" had either been 
occupied in such necessary duties as had been assigned them 
or were engaged in gazing with curious eyes at the ship 
which so eagerly sought to draw as near as possible to their 
own dangerous vessel. The low but continued hum of 
voices, sounds such alone as discipline permitted, had 
afforded the only evidence of the interest they took in the 
scene ; but the instant the first tap on the drum was heard, 
each group severed, and every man repaired with bustling 
activity to bis well known station. The stir among the 
crew was hut of a moment's continuance, and it was suc- 
ceeded by the breathing stillness which has already been 
noticed in our pages on a similar occasion. The officers, 
however, were seen making hasty, but strict enquires into 
the conditions of their several commands ; while the muni* 
tions of war that were quickly drawn from their places of 
deposit, announced a preparation more serious than ordin- 
ary. The Rover himself had disappeared ; but it was not 
long before he was again seen at his elevated look-out, ac- 
coutred for the conflict that appeared to approach, and em- 
ployed as ever in studying the properties, the force and the 
evolutions of his advancing antagonist. Those who knew 
him best, however, said that the question of combat was not 
yet decided in his mind ; and hundreds of eager glances 
were thrown in the direction of his contradicting eye, as if 
to penetrate the mystery in which he still chose to conceal 
his purpose. He had thrown aside the sea^sap, and stood 
with the fair hair blowing about a brow that seemed 
formed to give birth to thoughts far nobler than those which 
apparently had occupied his life ; while a species of leathern 
helmet lay at his feet, the garniture of which was of a nature 
to lend an unnatural fierceness to the countenance of its 
wearer. Whenever this boarding-cap was worn, all in the 
ship were given to understand that the moment of serious 
strife was at hand ; but as yet, that never-failing evidence 
of the hostile intention of their leader was unnoticed. 

In the meantime, each officer had examined into and re- 
ported the state of his division; and then by a sort of im*' 
plied permission on the part of their superiors^ the deat 
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like calm which had hitherto reigned among the people, 
was allowed to he broken by suppressed bat earnest dis- 
course; the calculating chief permitting this departure from 
the usual rules of more regular cruisers, in order to come 
at the temper of the crew, on which so much of the saccessi 
of bis desperate enterprises so frequently depend. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



-'' For he made me mad, 



To see him shine so brisk, and smeU so sweet, 
And talk so like a waiting gentlewomen/' 

The moment was now of high and earnest excitement 
Each individual who was charged with a portion of the 
subordinate authority of the ship, had examined into the 
state of his command, with that engrossing care which always 
deepens as responsibility draws nigher to the proofs of its 
being worthily bestowed. The voice of the harsh master 
had ceased to inquire into the state of those several 
ropes and chains that were deemed vital to the safety of the 
vessel ; each chief of a battery had assured and re-assured 
himself that his artillery was ready for instant, and the most 
effective service; extra ammunition had already issued 
from its dark and secret repository ; and even the hum of 
dialogue had ceased in the more ingrossing and all-absorb- 
ing interest of the scene. Still the quick and ever-chanipng 
glance of the Rover could detect no reason to distrust the 
firmness of his people. They were grave, as are ever the 
bravest and steadiest in the hour of trial ; but their gravity 
was mingled with no signs of concern. It seemed rather 
like the effect of desperate and concentrated resolution, 
such as braces the human mind to efforts which exceed the 
ordinary daring of martial enterprise. To this cheering 
exhibition of the humour of his crew, the wary and sagadom 
leader saw but three exceptions; they were found in the 
persons 'of his lieutenant and his two remarkable assod- 
. ates. 

It has been seen that the bearing of Wilder was not 
altogether such as became one of his rank in a raomeist of 
great trial. The kedh jealous glances of the Rover Aad 
studied and re-studied his manner, without arrivinu' at any 

Isfactory conclji«ion as to its real cause* The colour was 
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as fresh on the cheeks of the youth, and his limbs were as 
firm as in the hours of entire security ; but the unsettled 
wandering of his eye, and an air of doubt and indecision 
which* pervaded a mien that ought to display qualities so 
opposite, gave his commander cause for deep reflection. 
As if to find an explanation of the enigma in the deportment 
of the associates of Wilder, his look sought the persons of 
Fid and the negro. They were both stationed at the piece 
nearest to the place he himself occupied, the former filling 
the station of captain of the ^n. 

The ribs of the ship itself were not firmer in their places 
tban was the attitude of the topman, as he occasioiiaiiy 
squinted along the massive iron tube over which he was 
placed in command ; nor was that familiar and paternal 
care which distinguishes the seaman's interest in his parti- 
cular trust, 'wanting in his manner. Still, an air of broad 
and inexplicable surprise had possession of his rugged linea- 
ments ; and ever, as his look wandered from the countenance 
of Wilder to their adversary, it was not difficult to discover 
that he marvelled to find the two in opposition. He neither 
commented on, nor complained, however, of an occurrence 
he evidently found so extraordinary, but appeared perfectly 
disposed to pursue the spirit of that well known maxim of 
the mariner which teaches the obedient tar ** to obey orders, 
though he break owners.'' Every portion of the athletic 
form of the negro was motionless, except his eyes. These 
large jet-black orbs, however, rolled incessantly, like the 
more dogmatic organs of the topman, from Wilder to the 
strange sail, seeming to drink in fresh draughts of astonish- 
ment at each new look. 

Struck by these evident manifestations of some extraor- 
dinary and yet common sentiment between the two, the 
Rover proiltted by his own position, and the distance of the 
lieutenant, to address them. Leaning over the slightrail that 
separated the break of the poop from the quarter-deck, he 
said, in that familiar manner which the commander is most 
wont to use to his inferiors when their services are becom- 
ing of the greatest importance, — 

<' I hope. Master Fid, they have ^put you to a gun that 
knows how to speak." 

*' There is not a smoother bore, nor a wider mouth in 
vhe ship, your honour, than these of 'Blazing Billy,'" 
returned the topman, giving the subject of his commehda- 
t\on an affectionate slap. ** All I ask is a clean spunge and 
a tight wad. Guinea, score a foul anchor in your fashion, 
oi\ a half dozen of the shot ; and after the matter is all over 

\ 
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they who live through it may go aboard tho enemy, and fee 
in what manner Richard Fid has planted his seed/' 

'* Ton are not new in action, Master Fid V* 

'* Lord bless your honour I gunpowder is no more than 
dry tobacco in my nostrils ! tho'f I will say" — 

'* You were going to add" — 

'^That sometimes I find myself shifted over, in these 
here affairs," returned the topman, glancing his eye first at 
the flag of France, and then at the distant emblem of 
England, *' like a jib-boom rigged abaft for a jury to the 
spanker. I suppose master Harry has it all in his pocket, 
in black and white ; but this much I will say, that, if I 
must throw stones, I should rather see them break a neigh- 
bour's crockery than that of my own mother.-— I say, Guinea, 
score a couple more of the shot ; since, if the play is to be 
acted, I've a mind the ' Blaseing Billy,' should do something 
creditable for the honour of her good name ^' 

The Rover drew back, thoughtful and silent. He then 
caught a look from Wilder, whom he again beckoned to 
approach. 

'* Mr. Wilder, he said, in a tone of kindness, " I com- 
prehend your feelings. All have not offended alike in 
yonder vessel, and you would rather your service against 
that haughty flag should commence with some other ship. 
There is little else l>ut empty honour to be gained in the con- 
flict — in tenderness to your feelings, I will avoid it. 

'* It is too late,'^ said Wilder, with a melancholy shake 
of the head. 

** You shall see your error. The experiment may cost us 
a broadside, but it shall succeed. 60, descend with our 
gpuests to a place of safety ; and, by the time you return, the 
scene shall have undergone a change." 

Wilder eagerly disappeared in the cabin, whither Mrs. 
Wyllys had already withdrawn ; and after communieatinfl^ 
the intentions of his commander to avoid an action, be 
conducted them into the depths of the vessel, in order that 
no easnality might arrive to embitter his recollections of the 
hour. This grateful daty promptly and solicitously per- 
formed, our adventurer again sought the deck, with the 
velocity of thought. 

Notwithstanding his alienee had seemed but of a mo- 
ment, the scene had indeed changed in all its hostile images. 
In pfatce of the flag of France, he found the ensign of Eng- 
land floating at the peak of the '' Dolphin," and a quick 
and iDteihgible exchange of lesser signals in active operation 
*^tween the two vessels. Of all that cloud of canvass which 
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had 80 lately borne down the vesse) of the Rover, her top- 
sails alone remained distended to the yards ; the remainder 
were hanging in festoons, and flattering^ loosely before a 
favoarable breeze. The ship itself was ranning directly 
for the stranger, who, in turn, was sallenly securing his 
lofty sails, like one who was disappointed in a high-prized 
and expected object. 

'^ Now is yon fellow sorry to belicTe him a friend whom 
he had lately supposed an enemy," said the Rover, direct- 
ing the attention of his lieutenant to the confiding manner 
with which their neighbour suffered himself to be deceived 
by his surreptitiously obtained signals. It is a tempting 
offer ; but I pass it, Wilder, for your sake." 

The gaze of the lieutenant seemed bewildered, but he 
made no reply. Indeed, but little time was given for de- 
liberation or discourse. The "Dolphin" rolled swiftly 
along her path, and each monioAt dissipated the mist in 
which distance had enveloped tne lesser objects on board 
the stranger. Guns, blocks, ropes, bolts, men, and even 
features, became plainly visible, in rapid succession, as the 
water that divided them was parted by the bows of the law- 
less ship. In a few short minutes, the stranger, having se- 
cured most of his lighter canvas, came sweeping up to the 
wind ; and then, as his aftersails, squared for the purpose, 
took the breeze on their outer surface, the mass of his hull 
became stationary. 

The people of the ** Dolphin " had so far imitated the 
confiding credulity of the deceived cruiser of the crown, as 
to furl all their loftiest duck, each man employed in the 
service trusting implicitly to the discretion and daring of 
the singular being whose pleasure it was to bring their ship 
into so hazardous a proximity to a powerful enemy — quali- 
ties that had been known to avail them in circumstances of 
even greater delicacy than those in which they were now 
placed. With this air of audacious confidence, the dreaded 
Rovur came gliding down upon her unsuspecting neighbour, 
until within a few hundred feet of her weather-beam, when 
she too, with a graceful curye in her course, bore up against 
the breeze, and came to a state of rest. But Wilder, who 
regarded all the movements of his superior in silent amaze- 
ment, was not slow in observing that the head of the ** Dol- 
phin" was laid a different way from that of the other, and 
that her prugre&s had been arrested by the counteracting 
position of her head-yards ; a circumstance that afforded 
the advantage of a quicker command of the ship, should 
need require a sudden recourse to the guns. 
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The '* Dolphin'^ was Still drifting slowly under the last 
influence of her recent motion, when the customary hoarse 
and nearly unintelligible summons came over the water, 
demanding her appellation and character. The RoTer ap- 
plied his trunopet to his lips, with a meaning glance that 
was directed towards his lieutenant, and returned the name 
of a ship in the service of the king, that was known to be 
of the sise and force of his own vessel. 

** Ay, ay,'' returned a voice from out of the other ship, 
« 'twas so I made out your signals." 

The hail was then recipiocated, and the name of the 
royal cruiser given in return, followed by an invitation from 
her commander, to his brother in authority, to visit his su- 
perior. 

Thus far, no more had occurred than was usual between 
seamen in the same service : but the affair was rapidly ar- 
riving at a point that most men would have found too em- 
barrassing for further deception. Still the observant eye of 
Wilder detected no hesitation or doubt in the manner of 
his ohief. The beat of the drum was heard from the cruiser, 
announcing the '' retreat from quarters ;*' and, with perfect 
composure, he directed the same signal to be given for his 
own people to retire from their guns. In short, five minutes 
established every appearance of entire confidence and amity 
between two vessels which would have soon been at deadly 
strife, bad the true character of one been known to the other. 
In this state of the doubtful game he played, and with the 
invitation still ringing in the ears of Wilder, the Rover mo- 
tioned his lieutenant to his side. 

**Yott hear that I am desired to visit mv senior in the 
service of bis majesty ,'' he said, with a smile of irony play- 
ing about his scornful lip. ** Is it your pleasure to be of the 
party P 

The start with which Wilder received this hardy pro- 
posal, was far too natural to proceed from any counterfeited 
emotion. 

'* You are not so mad as to run the risk !'' he exclaimed, 
when words were at command. 

** If you fear for yourself, I can go alone." 

" Fear r echoed the youth, a bright flush giving an ad- 
ditional glow to the flashing of "his kindling eye. It is not 
fear. Captain Heidegger, but prudence, that tells me to 
keep concealed. My presence would betray the character 
of this ship. You forget that I am known to all in yonder 



cruiser." 



** I had indeed foi;gotten that portion of the plot Then 



THB RED ROVBR. 823 

remain, while I go to play upon thecredality of ^s majesty's 
captain/' 

Withoat waiting for an answer, the Rorer led the way 
below, signing for his companion to follow. A few moments 
sufficed to arrange the fair golden locks that imparted such 
a look of youth and Yivacity to the countenance of the for- 
mer. The undress fanciful frock he wore in common, was 
exchanged for the attire of one of bis assumed rank and 
service, which had been made to fit his person with the 
nicest cave, and with perhaps a coxcomical attention to the 
proportions of hfs really line person ; and in all other things 
was he speedily equipped for the disguise be chose to 
affect. No sooner were these alterations in his appearance 
completed, (and they were effected with a brevity and 
readiness that manifested much practice in similar artifices) 
than he disposed himself to proceed on the intended experi- 
ment. 

" Truer and quicker eyes have been deceived," he coojly 
observed, turning bis glance from a mirror to the counte- 
nance of his lieutenant, as he spoke, *' than those which 
embellish the countenance of Captain Bignall.^' 

" You know him, then ?*' 

" Mr. Wilder, my business imposes the necessity of know- 
ing much that other men overlook. Now is this adventure, 
which, by your features, I perceive you deem so forlorn in 
its hopes of success, one of easy achievement. I am con- 
vinced that not an officer or man on board the ' Dart' has 
even seen the ship whose name I have chosen to usurp. 
She is too fresh from the stocks to incur that risk. Then 
is there little probability that I, in my other self, shall htt 
compelled to acknowledge acquaintance with any of her 
officers; for you well know that years have passed since. 
your late ship has been in Europe ; and, by running your 
eye over these books, you will perceive that I am that fa- 
voured mortal, the son of a lord, and have not only g own 
into command, but into manhood, since her departure irom 
home." 

** These are certainly favouring circumstances, anc^ such 
as I had not the sagacity to detect — But why incur the risk 
at all V* 

*^ Why ! perhaps there is a deep-laid scheme to learn if 
the prize would repay the loss of her capture ; perhaps—— 
it is my humour. There is fearful excitement in the adr 
venture." 

" And there is fearful danger." 
I never count the price of these enjoyments,— Wilder,'' 
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be added, tnrning to him with a look of frank and eour- 
teoas confidence, '< I place life and honour in your keeping; 
for to me it woald be dishonour to desert the interests of tny 
crew." 

"The trust shall be respected,*' repeated our adven- 
turer, in a tone so deep and choked as to be nearly nnln- 
telligiblo* 

Regarding the still ingenious countenance of his com- 
panion intently for an instant, the Rover smiled, as if he 
approved of the pledge, waved his hand in adieu, an< . lam- 
ing, was about to leave the cabin; but a third form, ^ ^hat 
Homent, caught his wandering glance. Laying a iiaiid 
lightly on the shoulder of the boy, whose form was placed 
somewhat obtrusively in his way, he demanded, a little 
sternly — 

"Roderick, what means this preparation?*' 

" To follow my master to the boat." 

" Boy, thy service is* not needed." 

" It is rarely wa""ttju jf late." 

" Why should I add unnecessarily ^^ the risk of lives 
where no good can attend the hazard?** 

" In risking your own, you risk aik to me," was the an- 
swer, given in a tone so resigned, and yet so faltering, that 
the tremulous and nearly smothered sounds caught no ears 
but those for whom they were intended. 

The Rover for a time replied not. His hand still kept its 
place on the shoulder of the boy, whose working features his 
rivetted eye read, as the organ is sometimes wont to endea- 
vour to penetrate the mystery of the human heart. 

" Roderick," he at length said, in a milder and far kinder 
voice, " your lot shall be mine — ^we go together." 

Then, dashing bis hand hastily across his brow, the way- 
ward chief ascended the ladder, attended by the lad, and 
followed by the individual in whose faith he reposed so 
great a trust The step with which the Rover trod his deck 
was firm, and the bearing of his form as steady as though 
he felt no hazard in his undertaking. His look passed, 
with a seaman's care, from sail to sail ; and not a brace, yaid, 
or bowline, escaped the quick understanding glances Le 
cast about him, before he proceeded to the side, in orden 
to enter a boat which he had already ordered to be ir 
waiting. A glimmering of distrust and hesitation was now. 
for the first time, discoverable through the haughty and 
bold decision of his features. For a moment, bis foot Im- 
gwed on the ladder. ''Davis," he said stefnly to the indi- 
'kitlm} wMiiim by hii f wn experience, be knew to be so 
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long prftotiated in tretichery, 'Meave the boat. Send me 
the gmff captain of the. forecastle in his place. So bold a 
talker, in common, should know how to be silent at need.'' 

The exchange was instantly made ; for no one there was 
ever known to dispute a mandate that was uttered with the 
air of authority he then wore. A deeply intent attitude of 
thought succeeded, and then every shadow of care vanished 
from that brow, on which a look of high and generous con- 
fidence was seated, as he added,—- 

'' Wilder, adieu ! I leave you captain of my people, and 
master of my fate : certain I am that both trusts are reposed 
in worthy hands.*' 

- Without waiting for reply, as if he scorned the vain 
ceremony of idle assurances, he descended swiftly to the 
boat, which at the next instant was pulling boldly towards 
the king's cruiser. The brief interval which succeeded^ 
between the departure of the adventurers and their arrival 
at the hostile Ship, was one of intense and absorbing sus- 
pense on the part of all whom they had left behind. The 
individual most interested in the event, however, betrayed 
neither in eye nor movement, any of the anxiety which so 
intently beset the minds of his followers. He mounted the 
side of his enemy amid the honours due to his imaginary 
rank, with a self-possession and ease that might readily have 
been mistaken, by those who believe these fancied qualities 
have a real existence, Ibr the grace and dignity of lofty re- 
eolleetions and high birth. His reception by the honest 
veteran, whose long and hard services had received but a 
meagre reward in the vessel he commanded, was frank, man- 
ly, and seamanlike. . No sooner had the usual greetings 
past, than the latter conducted his guest into his own apart- 
ments. 

'* Find such a berth, Captain Howard, as suits your in 
clination,'' said the unceremonious old seaman, seating him- 
self as frankly as he invited his companion to imitate his 
example. *' A gentleman of jour extraordinary merit must 
be reluctant to lose time in useless words, though you are 
so young — yonng for the pretty command it is your good for- 
tune to enjoy !'* 

" On the contrary, I do assure you I begin to feel myself 
quite an^antediluvian,'' returned the Rover, coolly placing 
himself at the opposite side of the table, where he might* 
from time to time, look his half-disgusted companion full 
in the eye : " would you imagine it, sir ? I shall have reach- 
ed the age of three-and-twenty, if I live through the day,** 

•• I had given you a few more years, young gentleman j 

2f 
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but London can ripen the hnman face as speedily as t1k« 
equator/' 

*' Yon never said truer words, sir. Of all cruising grounds, 
heaven defend me from that of St. James' ! I do assure 
you, Bignall, the service is quite suflBeient to wear out the 
strongest constitution. There were moments when I 
really thought I should have died that humble, disagreeable 
mortal — a lieutenant \" 

** Your disease would then have been a galloping con- 
sumption T' muttered the indignant old seaman. '<Tbey 
have sent you out in a pretty boat at last, Captain 
Howard." 

** She's bearable, Big^ail, but frightfully small. I told 
ray father, that, if the first lord didn't speedily regenerate 
the service, by building more comfortable vessels, the navy 
would get altogether into vulgar hands. Don't yon find 
the motion excessively annoying in these single- deck'd 
ships, Bignall V 

*< When a man has been tossing up and down for ^Ye^ 
and-forty years. Captain Howard," returned his host, stroking 
his gray locks, for want of some other manner of suppressing 
his ire, '^ he gets to be indifferent whether his ship pitches 
a foot more or a foot less." 

'< Ah I that, I dare say, is what one calls philosopical 
equanimity, though little to my humour. But, after this 
cruise, I am to be posted ; and then I shall make interest 
for a guard-ship in the Thames ; every thing goes by inte- 
fst now-a-days, you know, Bignall." 

The honest old tar swallowed his displeasure as well as 
he could ; and as the most effectual means of keeping him- 
self in a condition to do credit to his own hospitality, he 
hastened to change the subject. 

^' I hope, among other new fashions, Captain Howard," 
he said, '^ the flag of old England continues to fly over the 
admiralty. You wore the colours of Louis so long this morn- 
ing, that another half hour might have brought us to logger- 
heads." 

''Oh ! that was an excellent military ruse ! I shall cer- 
tainly write the particulars of that deception home." 

** Do so ; do so, sir ; you may get knighthood for the 
exploit." 

'' Horrible, Bignall I my lady mother would faint at the 
suggestion. Nothing so low has been in the family, I do 
assure you, since the time when chivalry was genteel." 

" Well, well. Captain Howard, it was happy for us both 
that yod' got rid of your Gallic humour so soon ; for % 
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little more time would have diawn a broadside from me. 
By lieaveofl, sir, the guns of this ship would ha^e gone off 
of themselves, in another five minutes !'' 

*' It is quite happy as it is. — What do you find to amuse 
you (yawning) in this dull quarter of the world, Big- 
nail V 

*' Why, sir, what between his majesty's enemies, the care 
of my ship, and the company of my officers, I find few 
heavy moments." 

"Ah! your officers: True, you rrnut have officers on 
board; though, I suppose, they are a little oldish to be 
agreeable to you. Will you favour me with a sight of the 
list?" 

The commander of the ** Dart'* did as he was requested, 
putting the quarter-bill of his ship into the hands of bis 
unknown enemy, with an eye that was far too honest to 
condescend to bestow even a look on a being so much 
despised. 

" What a list of thorough 'mouthers ! All Yarmouth, and 
Plymouth, and Portsmouth, and Exmouth names, I do 
affirm. Here are Smiths enough to do the iron-work of the 
whole ship. Ha ! here is a fellow that might do good ser- 
vice in a deluge. Who may be this Henry Ark, that I find 
rated as your first lieutenant V* 

** A youth who wants but a few drops of your blood. 
Captain Howard, to be one day at the head of his majesty's 
fleet.** 

*'If he be then, so extraordinary for his merit, Captain 
Bignall, may I presume on your politeness to ask him to 
favour us with bis society. I always give my lieutenant 
half an hour of a morning — if he be genteel.^' 

" Poor boy I God knows where he is to be found at this 
moment. The noble fellow has embarked, of his own accord, 
on a most dangerous service, and I am as ignorant as your- 
self of his success. Remonstrance, and even entreaties, 
were of no avail. The admiral had great need of a suitable 
agent, and the good of the nation demanded the risk ; then, 
you know, men of humble birth must earn their preferment in 
cruising elsewhere than at St. James's ; for the brave lad is 
indebted to a vnreck, in which he was found an infant, for 
the very name you find so singular." 

'^He is, however, still borne upon your books as first 
lieOtenant ?'' 

** And I hope ever will be, until he shall get the ship he 
SO well merits. — Good heaven ? are you ill, Captain Howard? 
Boy, a tumbler of grog here." 
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''* I Ihank you. sir,'* retarned the Rover, smiling csdmlj. 
And lejecting the offered beverage, as the blood retarned into 
bis features, with a violence that threatened to break throngh 
the ordinary bounderies of its corrents, ''It is no more 
than an ailing I inherit from my mother. We call it, in our 
family, the * de Vere ivory;* for no other reason, that I 
could ever learn, than that one of my female ancestors was 
particularly startled, in a delicate situation, you know, by 
an elephant's tooth, I am told it has rather an amiable 
look, while it lasts." 

'' It has the look of a man who is fitter for his mother's 
nursery than a gale of wind. But I am glad it is so soon 
over." 

" No one wears the same face long now-a-days, Bignall. 
— And so this Mr. Ark is not any body, after all !" 

'' I know not what you call ' any body,' sir; but if ster- 
ling courage, great professional merit, and stem loyalty, 
count for anything on your late cruising grounds, Captain 
Howard, Henry Ark will soon be in command of a frigate." 
** Perhaps, if one only knew exactly on what to found bis 
claims," continued the Rover, with a smile so kind, and a 
voice so insinuating, that they half counteracted the effect 
of his assumed manner, '' a word might be dropped^ in a 
letter home, that should do the youth no harm." 

'* I would to Heaven I dare but reveal the nature of the 
service he is on !'' eagerly returned the warm-hearted old 
seaman, who was as quick to forget, as he was sudden to 
feel disgust. "You may, however, safely say, from his 
general character, that it is honourable, hazardous, and has 
the entile good of his majesty's subjects in view. Indeed, 
an hour has scarcely gone by since I thought that it was 
completely successful. — Do you often set your lofty sails, 
Captain Howard, while the heavier canvass is rolled upon 
the yards ? To me, a ship clothed in that style looks some- 
thing like a man with his coat on, before he has cased his 
legs in the lower garment." 

" You allude to the accident of my maintop-gallant-sail 
getting loose when you first made me V 

** I mean no other. We had caught a glimpse of your 
spars with the glass ; but had lost you altogether, when the 
flying duck met the eye of a look-out. To say the least, it 
was remarkable, and it might have proved an awkward cir- 
cumstance.'' 

" Ah ! I often do things in that way, in order to be odd. 
It is a sign of cleverness to be odd, you know. — But I, too« 
am sent into these seas on a special errand." 
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^iiiich AS wbat^" bluntly demanded his companion, with 
an uneasiness about his frowning eye that he was far too 
simple-minded to conceal. 

** To look for a ship that will certainly gi^e me a famoits 
hft, shonld I have the good Inck to fall In with her. For 
some time, I took yon for the very gentleman I was in search 
of; and I do assure yon, if your signals had not bectt so very 
unexcepMonable, something serious might have happened 
between us." 

** And pray, sir, for whom did yon take me ! '^ 

** For no other than that notorious knave, the Red 
Rover ! " 

^ The devil yon did ! And do you suppose, Captain How- 
ardy there is a pirate afloat who carries such hamper above 
his head as is to be found aboard the * Bart ? ' Such a set 
to her sails— such a step to her masts— and such a trim to 
her hull ^ I hope, for the honour of your vessel, sir, that the 
mistake went no further than the captain ? " 

** Until we got within reading distance of the signals, at 
least a moiety of the better opinions in my ship was dead 
against yoit, Bignall, I give you my declaration. You've 
really been so long from home, that the ' Dart ^ is getting 
quite a roving look. You may not be sensible of it, but I 
assure yon of the fact merely as a friend." 

** And, perhaps, since yon did me the honour to mistake 
my vessel for a freebooter,'^ returned the old tar, smother-* 
ing his ire in a look of facetious irony, which changed the 
expression of his mouth to a grim grin, '* yon might have 
conceited this honest gentleman here to be no other than 
Beelzebub." 

As he spoke, the commander of the ship, which had borne 
so odious an imputation, directed the eyes of his companion 
to the form of a third individual, who had entered the cabin 
with the freedom of a privileged person, but with a tread so 
light as to be inaudible. As this unexpected form met the 
qnick impatient glance of the pretended officer of the crown, 
he arose involuntarily, and, for half a minute, that admirable 
command of muscle and nerve, which had served him so well 
in maintaining his masquerade, appeared entirely to descit 
him. The loss of self-possession, however, was but for a 
time so short as to attract no notice ; and he coolly returned 
the salutations of an aged man, of a meek and subdued look, 
with that air of blandness and courtesy which he so weU 
knew how to assume." 

^ This gentleman is your chaplain^ sir, I presume; |>f U^ 

2f3 
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clerical attire/' be said, after he had exchanged bows ifvitta 
the stranger. 

** He is, sir — a worthy and honest man, whom I am not 
i^hamed to call my friend. After a separation of thirty 
years, the admiral has been good enough to lend him to me 
for the cruise ; and though my ship is none of the largest, I 
believe he finds himself as comfortable in her as he would 
aboard the flag. This gentleman, doctor, is the hanourMe 
Captain Howard, of his majesty's ship * Antelope/ I need 
not expatiate on his remarkable merit, since the command 
he bears, at his years, is a sufficient testimony on that im- 
portant particular." 

There was a look of bewildered surprise in the gaze of the 
divine, when his glance first fell upon the features of the 
pretended scion of nobility ; but it was far less striking than 
had been that of the subject of his gase, and of much shorter 
continuance. He again bowed meekly, and with that deep 
reverence which long use begets, even in the best-intentioned 
minds, when brought in contact with the fancied superiority 
of hereditary rank ; but he did not appear to consider the 
occasion one that required he should say more tl|^n the cus- 
tomary words of salutation. The Rover turned calmly to bis 
veteran companion, and continued the discourse. 

<' Captain Bignall," he said, again wearing that grace of 
manner which became him so well, *' it is my duty to follow 
your motions in this interview. I will now return to my 
ship ; and if, as I begin to suspect, we are in these seas 
on a similar errand, we can concert at our leisure a system 
of co-operation, which, properly matured by your experi- 
ence, may serve to bring about the common end we have in 
view." 

Greatly mollified by this concession to his years, and to 
his rank, the commander of the '^ Dart" pressed his hospita* 
lities warmly on bis guest, winding up his civilities by an 
invitation to join in a marine feast at an hour somewhat 
later in the day. AH the former offers were politely declined, 
while the latter was accepted ; the invited making the in- 
vitation itself an excuse that he should return to his own 
vessel, in order that he might select such of his officers as be 
should deem most worthy of participating in the dainties of 
the promised banquet. The veteran and really meretorions 
Bignall, notwithstanding the ordinary sturdy blustering of 
his character, had served too long in indigence and compa- 
rative obscurity, not to feel some of the longings of human 
nature for his hard-earned and protracted preferment. He 
^nsequently kept^ in the midst of all his native and manly 
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haaeaty» a saving eye on the means of accomplishing this 
material object. It is to occasion no surprise, therefore, that 
bis parting from the supposed son of a powerful champion 
at court was more amicable than had been the meeting. 
The Rover was bowed, from the cabin to the deck, with at 
least an appearance of returning good will. On reaching the 
latter, a hurried, suspicious, and perhaps an uneasy glance, 
was thrown from his restless eyes on all those faces that 
were grouped around the gangway, by which he was about 
to leave the ship; but their expression instantly became 
calm again, and a little supercilioas withal, in order to do no 
discredit to the part in the comedy which it was his present 
humour to enact. Then, shaking the worthy and thoroughly- 
deceived old seaman heartily by the hand, he touched his 
hat, with an air half-haughty, half-condescending, to his in- 
feriors. He was in the act of descending into the boat, when 
the chaplain was seen to whisper something, with great 
earnestness, in the ear of his captain. The commander 
hastened to recall his departing guest, desiring him, with 
startling gravity, to lend him his private attention for ano- 
ther moment. Suffering himself to be led apart by the two, 
the Rover stood awaiting their pleasure, with a coolness of 
demeanour that, under the peculiar circumstances of his 
case, did signal credit to his nerves. 

'' Captain Howard,^' resumed the warm-hearted Signally 
" have you a gentleman of the cloth in your vessel*?'' 

** Two, sir," was the ready answer. 

'' Two ! It is rare to find a supernumerary priest in a man- 
of-war ! But, I suppose, court influence could give the fellow 
a bishop,*' muttered the other. '* You are fortunate in this 
particular, young gentleman, since I am indebted to inclina- 
tion rather than to custom for the society of my worthy friend 
here* He has, however, made a point that I should include 
the reverend gentleman — I should say gentleman — in the in- 
vitation." 

'' You shall have all the divinity of my ship, Bignall, on 
my faith." 

'* I believe 1 was particular in naming your first lieute- 
nant." 

** Oh ! dead or alive he shall surely be of your party,*' re- 
turned the Rover, with a suddenness and vehemence of utter- 
ance that occasioned both his auditors to start with surprise. 
" You may not find him an ark to rest your weary foot on ; 
but, such as he is, he is entirely at your service. And now, 
once more, I salute you," 

Bowing again^ he proceeded, with his former deliberat 
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air, oyer the gangway, keeping his eye livetted en 'tli« lofty 
gear of the "Dart," as he deseended her side, with nrach 
that sort of expression with whioh a petit-mattre is apt to 
regard the fashion of the garments of one newly arrived from 
the provinces. His superior repeated his invitation with 
warmth, and waved his hand in a frank but temporary adieu ; 
thus unconsciously suffering the man to escape him, wliose 
capture would have purchased the long postponed and still 
distant advantages, for whose possession he secretly pined, 
with all the withering longings of a hope cruelly deferred. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

'-*^'' Let them aocase me by hiveotion ; I will answer in minelMooiirff" 

€hrioi4mu§, 

** Yes ! ** muttered the Rover, with bitter irony, ai his boat 
rowed under the stem of the cruiser of the crown ; '' yes I I 
and my officers will taste of your banauet ! But the viands 
shall be such as these hirelings of the king shall little relish 1 
Pull with a will, my men, pull ; in an hour you shall rum- 
mage the store-rooms of that fool for your reward V* 

The greedy freebooters who manned the oars could scarce* 
ly restrain their shouts, in order to maintain that air of mo- 
deration which policy still imposed, but they gave vent to 
their excitement in redoubled efforts in piopeliing the pin<* 
nace. In another minute, the adventurers were all in safety 
again under the sheltering guns of the ** Dolphin.'^ 

His people gathered, from the haughty gloamings that 
were flashing from the eyes of the Rover, as his foot once 
more touched the deck of his own ship, that the period of 
sonsie momentous action was at hand. For an instant he 
Hn^iered on the quartter-deck, surveying with a sort of stem 
jo^ the sturdy materials of his lawless command ; and then, 
w.^out speaking, he abruptly entered his proper cabin, 
either forgetful that he had conceded its use to others, or, 
in the present excited state of his tiiind, utterly indifferent 
to the change. A sudden and tremendous blow on the 
gong announced to the alarmed females, who had ventured 
from their secret place, under the present amicable appear- 
ances between the two ships, not only his presence, bat his 
humour. 

'< Let the Erst lieutenant be told I await him/^ wag ths 
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stern order that followed the appearance of the attendant he 
bad sammoned. 

Daringr the short period which elapsed before his mandate 
could be obeyed, the Rover seemed struggling: with an emo- 
tion that choked him. But when the door of the cabin was 
opened, and Wilder stood before him, the most suspicious 
and closest obsenrer might have sought in vain any evidence 
of the fierce passion which in reality agitated the inward 
man. With the recovery of his self-command, returned a 
recollection of the manner of his intrusion into a place which 
be had himself ordained should be privileged. It was then 
that he first sought the shrinking forms of the females, and 
hastened to relieve the terror that was too plainly to be seen 
in their countenances, by words of apology and explana- 
tion. 

" In the hurry of an interview with a friend," he said, " I 
may have ' forgotten that I am host to even such guests as 
it is in my happiness to entertain, though it be done so very 
indifferently/' 

*' Spare your civilities, sir," said Mrs. Wyllys, with dignity. 
'*In order to make us less sensible of ^any intrusion, be 
pleased to act as master here." 

The Rover first saw the ladies seated, and then like one 
who appeared to think the occasion might excuse any little 
departure from customary forms, he signed with a smile 
of high courtsey to his lieutenant to imitate their example. 

'' His majesty's a rti3ans have sent worse ships than the 'Dart' 
upon the ocean. Wilder," he commenced, with a significant 
look, as if he intended that the other should supply all the 
meaning that his words did not express ; ** but his ministers 
might have selected a more observant individual for the 
command." 

" Captain Bignall has the reputation of a brave and hon- 
est man." 

*' Ay ! He should deserve it ; for strip him of these 

qualities and little would remain. He gives me to understand 

that he is especially sent into this latitude in quest of a ship 

hat we have all heard of, either in good or in evil report ; I 

fpeak of the *Red Rover !' " 

The involuntary start of Mrs. Wyllys, | and the sudden 
manner in which Gertrude grasped the arm of her governess, 
were certainly seen by the last speaker, but in no degree 
did his manner betray the consciousness of such an obser- 
vation. His self-possession was admirably emulated by bis 
male companion, who answered, with a composure that no 
jealousy could have seen was assumed, — . 
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" His cruise will be hazardous, not to say without suc- 

""^Mt may prove both. And yet he ha» lofty expectations 

of the results." , — ^- «« ♦«. +1.^ 

" He probably labours under the common error as to me 

man he seeks/' 
" In what does he mistake ? j «,« #r«p 

"In supposing that he will encounter an ordinary free- 
booter— one coarse, rapacious, ignorant^ and inexorable, ukc 

others of — 

"Ofwhat,sirr . ,,,^i,;«wi. 

" I would have said of .bisdaai ; but a manner like bim we 
speak offormsthe head of his own order/' wiM^r 

" We will call him then by his popular name, Mr. Wiwer 
--a'rover. But answer me, is it not remarkable that so agea 
and experienced a seaman should come to w»«,***"^,"^^^ 
quented sea in quest of a ship whose pursuits should call her 

into more bustling scenes V* ^^«„«,«« nf 

'* He may have traced her through the narrow ?»»««» J» ®* 

the islands, and followed on the course she has last been 

seen steering/' _ . -i^^xi- 

" He may indeed," returned the Row,. musing silently. 
" Your thorough mariner knows how to calculate the 
chances of the winds and current, as the b»J^ ^nds »«^*J 
in the air. ^ StUl a description of the ship should be needed 

^ The eyes of Wilder, notwithstanding erery ©ffo^ to the 
contrary, :sunk before the piercing ga^ethey encountered 

as he answered, — „ 

«* Perhaps he is not without that knowledge, too. 
« Perhaps not. Indeed he gave me reason to believe 
he has an agent in the secrets of his enemy, ^ay, he e^^^^ 
pressiy avowed the same, and acknowledged that hw pros- 
pecS of success depended on the skill and ^formation of 
that individual, who no doubt has his P'^l^^te "J^^^^;^^ ""^^ 
municating what he learns.of the movements of those witli 

whom he serves." 
<* Did he name him?'' 

" He did." 
" It was V — 

::Srf^1a^to'rtS"demal.'' .aid oar «dventa«r 
risiue. with an air of pride that he intended shoald concea 
fteuA^y sensation that in truth bewt him} -Ifindyoo 

know me/' 
" For a false traitor, sir." 
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'^Otptain Heidegger, yoa are safe here in osing these 
reproachful terms." 

The Rover struggled, and struggled successfully, to keep 
down the risings of his temper, but the effect lent to his 
countenance gleamings of fierce and bitter scorn. 

'* You will communicate that fact also to your superiors/' 
he said, with taunting irony. '* The monster of the seas, he 
who plunders defenceless fishermen, ravages unprotected 
coasts, and eludes the flag of King George, as other serpents 
steal into their caves at the footstep of man, is safe in speak* 
iog his mind, backed by a hundred and fifty freebooters, and 
in the security of his own cabin. Perhaps, he knows, too, 
that he is breathing in the atmosphere of peaceful and 
peace-making woman.'' 

But the .first surprise of the subject of his scorn had 
passed, and he was neither to be goaded into retort, nor ter- 
rified into entreaties. Folding his arms with calmness. 
Wilder simply replied, — 

** I have incurred this risk in order to drive a scourge from 
the ocean, which had baffled all other attempts at its exter- 
mination. I knew the hazard, and shall not shrink from 
its penalty." 

** You shall not, sir!" returned the Rover, striking the 
gong again with a finger that appeared to carry in its touch 
the weight of a giant. *^ Lot the negro, and the topman, his 
companion, be secured in irons, and -on no account permit 
them to communicate, by word or [signal, with the other 
ship." — When the agent of his punishments, who had 
entered at the well known summons, had retired, he again 
turned to the firm and motionless form that stood before 
him, and continued, '^ Mr. Wilder, there is a law which 
binds this community, into which you have so treacherously 
stolen, together, that would consign you and your miserable 
confederates to the yard-arm, the instant your true charac- 
ter should be known to my people. I have but to open that 
door, and to pronounce the nature of your treason, in order 
to give you up to the tender mercies of the crew." 

*' You will not ! no, you will not !*' cried a voice at his 
elbow, which thrilled on even all his iron nerves. "You 
have forgotten the ties which bind man to his fellows, but 
cruelty is not natural to your heart. By all the recollections 
of your earliest and happiest days ; by the tenderness and 
pity which watched your childhood; by that holy and om- 
niscient Being who suffers not an hair of the innocent to go 
unrevenged, I conjure you to pause before you forget your 
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own awful responsibility. No! you will not— oaimoC 
dare not be so merciless V* 

*^ What fate did he contemplate for me and my followers 
when he entered on this iusidaous design?" hoarsely. de- 
manded the Rover. 

"The laws of God and man are with him/' continaed 
the governess, quailing not, as her own contracting eye 
met the stern gaze which she confronted. *' 'Tis reason that 
speaks in my voice ; 'tis mercy which I know is pieadin^: at 
your heart. The cause, the motive* sanctify his acts ; while 
your career can find justification in the laws neither of 
heaven nor earth." 

" This is bold language to sound in the ears of a blood- 
seeking, remorseless pirate V said the other, looking about 
him with a smile so proud and conscious, that it seemed to 
proclaim how plainly he saw that the speaker relied on the 
very reverse of the qualities he named. 

'^ It is the language of truth, and ears like yours cannot 
be deaf to the sounds. If — 

'^ Lady, cease," interrupted the Rover, stretching his arm 
towards her with calmness and dignity. *'My resolution 
was formed on the instant, and no remonstrance, nor appre- 
hension of the consequence can change it. Mr. Wilder, 
you are free. If you have not served me as faithfully as I 
once expected, you have taught me a lesson in the art of 
physiognomy,, which shall leave me a wiser man for the rest 
of my days." 

The conscious Wilder stood self-condemned and humbled. 
The stragglings which stirred his inmost soul were easily 
to be read in the workings of a countenance that was no 
longer masked in artifice, but which was deeply charged 
with shame and sorrow. The conflict lasted, however, but 
for a moment. 

** Perhaps you know not the extent of my object, Captaia 
Heidegger," he said ; "it embraced the forfeit of your life, 
and the destruction or dispersion of your crew." 

" According to the established usages of that portion of 
the world which, having the power, oppresses the remainder, 
it did. Go, sir, rejoin your proper ship ; I repeat you are free." 

** I cannot leave you. Captain Heidegger, without one 
word of justification." 

"What! can the hunted, denounced, and condemned 
freebooter command an explanation? Is even his good 
opinion necessary to a virtuous servant of the crown !" 



^ 



" Use such terms of triumph and reproach as suit your 
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plaasnre^sir/^ returned the other, reddening to the temples 
as he spoke ; " to me your language can now convey no 
offenoe ; still would I not leave you without removing part 
of the odium which you think I merit/' 

'' Speak freely. Sir, you are my guest.*' 

Although the most cutting revilings could not have 
wounded the repentant Wilder so deeply as this generoas 
conduct, he so far subdued his feelings as to continue, — 

'' You are not now to learn,'' he said, *' that vulgar ru- 
mour has given a colour to your condact and character 
which is not of a quality to command the esteem of men/' 

** You may find leisure to deepen the tints/' hastily in- 
terrupted his listener, though the emotion which trembled 
in his voice plainly denoted how deeply he felt the wound 
which was plainly given by a world he affected to 
despise. 

I <' If called upon to speak at all, my words shall be those of 
truth. Captain Heidegger. Bot is it surprising that, filled 
with the ardour of a service that yon once thought honour* 
able yourself, I should be found willing to risk life, and even 
to play the hypocrite, in order to achieve an object that 
would not only have been rewarded, but approved, had it 
been successful ? With such sentiments I embarked on the 
enterprise; but, as heaven is my judge, your manly confi- 
dence had half disarmed me before my foot had hardly 
crossed your threshold." 

** And yet you turned not back V* 

**^ There might have been powerful reasons to the contra- 
ry," resumed the defendant, unconsciously glancing his eyes 
at the females as he spoke. '' I kept my faith at Newport, 
and had my two followers then been released from your 
ship, foot of mine should never have entered her again." 

'' Young man, I am willing to believe you. I think I 
penetrate your motives. You have played a delicate game, 
and instead of repining, yon will one day rejoice that it has 
been fruitless. Go, sir ; a boat shall attend you to the * Dart.' " 

** Deceive not yourself. Captain Heidegger, in believing 
that any generosity of yours can shut my eyes to my pioper 
duty. The instant I am seen by the commander of the ship 
Tou name, your character wdl be betrayed/' 

<* I expect it." 

*' Nor will my hand be idle in the struggle that must 
follow. I may die here, a victim to my mistake, if you 
please, but the moment I am released., I become your 
enemy/' 

** Wilder!" exclaimed the Rover, grasping his hand, with 

2q 
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a imile that partook of the wild peeollarity of the aotlott, 
** we iihoQld have been acquainted earlier ! But regret ii 
idle. Oo; sbonld my people learn the tmtb, any remon- 
strances of mine woald be like whispers in a whirlwind/' 

" When last I joined the * Dolphin/ I did not come 
alone." 

'^ Is it not enough/' rejoined the Rover, ooldly recoiling 
for a step, ** that I offer liberty and life ?" 

*^ Of what service can a being, fair, helpless, and nnfor- 
tanate as this, be in a ship devoted to pursuits like those of 
the •Dolphin?'" 

''Am I to be cut off for ever from communion with the 
best of my kind i Go, sir ; leave me the image of virtue, at 
least, though I may be wanting in its substance." 

''Captain Heidegger, once in the warmth of your better 
feelings, you pronounced a pledge in favour of these fe- 
males, which I hope came deep from the heart/' 

" I understand yon, sir. What I then said, is not, and 
shall not be forgotten. But whither would you lead your 
companions? Is not one vessel on the high seas as safe as 
another ? Am I to be deprived of every means of making 
friends unto myself? Leave me, sir — ^go-^you may linger 
until my permission to depart cannot avail you." 

" I shall never desert my charge/' said Wilder, firmly. 

"Mr. Wilder — or 1 should rather call you Lieutenant 
Ark, I believe," — returned the Rover, " yon may trifle with 
my good nature till the moment of your own seoarity shall 
be past." 

'' Act your will on me : I die at my post, or go accom- 
panied by those with whom I came/' 

" Sir, the acquaintance of which you boast Is not older 
than my own. How know you that they prefer you for 
their protector? I have deoeiTcd myself, and done poor 
justice to my own intentions, if they have found cause for 
complaints since their happiness or comfort has been in 
my keeping. Speak, fair one ; which will you for a pro- 
tector ?" 

" Leave me, leave me !" exclaimed Gertrude, veiling her 
eyes in terror, from the insidious smile with which he ap- 
proached her, as she woald have avoided the attractive glance 
of a basilisk. "Oh, if you have pity in your heart, let us 
quit your ship I" 

Notwithstanding the vast self-command which the being 
she so ungovernably and spontaneously repelled, had in 
common over his feelings, no effort could repress the look 
of deep and humiliating mortification with which lie heard 
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her. A edd and haggard smile eleamed orer his features, 
•8 he murmured in a Toioe whion he in Tain endeaToured 
to smother — 

''I haye purchased this disgust from all my species, and 
dearly must the penalty he paid! — ^Lady, you and your lovely 
ward are the mistresses of your own j^ts. This ship, and 
this cahin, are at your command; or, if you elect to quit 
hoth, others will receive you." 

'* Safety for our sex is only to he found heneath the fos- 
tering protection of the laws,** said Mrs. Wyllys. ''Would 
to God—" 

^'Enough!" he interrupted, ''you shall accompany your 
friend. The ship will not he emptier than my hearty when 
all have left me. 

''Did you call?'' asked a low voice at. his elhow, in tones 
BO plaintive and mild, that they could not fail to catch his 
ear. 

"Roderick," he hurriedly replied, "you will find occu- 
pation below. Leave us, good Roderick. For a while, 
leave me." 

Then, as if anxious to close the scene as speedily at 
possible, he gave another of his signals on the gong. An 
order was given to convey Fid and the black into a boat, 
whither he also sent the scanty baggage of his female guests. 
80 soon as these brief arrangements were completed, he 
handed the governess, with studied courtesy, through his 
wondering people, to the side, and saw her safely seated 
with her ward and Wilder, in the pinnace. The oars were 
manned by the two seamen, and a silent adieu was given by 
a wave of the hand; after which he disappeared Arom those 
to whom their present release seemed as imaginary and un- 
real as had appeared their late captivity. 

The threat of the interference of the crew of the "Dol- 
phin " was, however, still ringing in the ears of Wilder. He 
made an impatient gesture to his attendants to ply their 
oars, cautiously steering the boat on such a course as should 
soonest lead ner from beneath the suns of the freebooters. 
While passing under the stern of the "Dolphin," a hoarse 
hail was sent across the waters, and the voice of the "Rdyex 
was heard speaking to the commander of the " Dart." 

" I send you a party of your guests," he said, " and among 
them all the divinity of my ship." 

The passage was short ; nor was time given for any of the 
liberated to arrange their thoughts, before it became neces- 
sary to ascend the side of the cruiser of the crown. 

"Heaven help us!" exclaimed Signally catching a glimpse 
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of the sex of his visitors through a pprt; '^hearen help us 
both, parson ! That young hair-brained fellow has sent us 
a brace of petticoats aboard ; and these the profane re- 
probate calls his divinities ! One may easily guess where 
he has picked up such quality ; but cheer up, doctor ; one 
may honestly forget the cloth in five fathoms water, you 
know/' 

The facetious laugh of the old commander of the ** Bart" 
betrayed that he was more than half disposed to overlook 
the fancied presumption of his audacious inferior ; furnish- 
ing a sort of pledge to all who heard it, that no undue 
scruples should defeat the hilarity of the moment. But 
when Gertrude, flushed with the excitement of the scene 
through which she had just passed, and beaming with a 
loveliness that derived so much of its character from its in- 
nocence, appeared on his deck, the veteran rubbed his eyes 
in an amazement which could not have been greatly sur- 
passed, had one of that species of beings the Rorer had 
n^med actually fallen at his feet from the skies. 

*' The heartless scoundrel V* cried the worthy tar, '<to lead 
astray one so young and so lovely I Ha ! as I live, my owu 
lieutenant I How's this, Mr. Ark ! have we fallen on the 
days of miracles?" 

An exclamation which came deep from the heart of the 
governess, and a low and mournful echo from the lips of the 
divine, interrupted the further expression of his indignation 
and his wonder. 

** Captain Bignall," observed the* former, pointing to the 
tottering form which was leaning on Wilder for support, 
*' on my life you are mistaken in the character of this lady. 
It is more than twenty years since we last met, but I pledge 
my own character for the purity and truth of hers." 

** Lead me to the cabin," murmured Mrs. Wyllys. " Ger- 
trude, my lovC; where are we? Lead me to some secret 
place." 

Her request was complied vnth ; the whole gproup retiring 
in a 'body from before the sight of the spectators who 
thronged the 6tck, Here the deeply agitated governess 
regained a portion of her self-command, and then her wan- 
dering gaze sought the meek concerned countenance of the 
chaplain. 

" This is a tardy and heart-rending meeting,*' she said, 
pressing the hand he gave her to her lips. " Gertrude, in 
this gentleman you see the divine that united me to the 
man who once formed the pride and happiness of my ex- 
istence." 
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^'Ifoarn not his loss/^ whispered the reverend priest, 
bending over her chair with the interest of a parent. *' He 
was taken from you at an early hour; but he died as all who 
loved him might have wished/' 

'* And none was left to bear, in remembrance of his qaalf- 
iiea, his proad name to posterity ! Tell me, good Merton, is 
not the hand of providence visible in this dispensation? 
Ought I not to humble myself before it, as a just pnnish- 
ment of my disobedience to an affectionate, tboagh too ob- 
durate parent?" 

** None may presume to pry into the mysteries of the 
vighteous government that orders all things. Enough for 
us, that we learn to submit to the will of Him who rules, 
without questioning his justice.'' 

** But/' continued the governess, in tones so husky as to 
betray how powerfully she felt the temptation to forget his 
admonition, '* would not one life have sufficed ? was I to be 
deprived of all ?" 

'' Madam, reflect I What has been done was done In 
wisdom, as I trust it was in mercy/' 

** You say truly. I will forget all of the sad events, but 
their application to mjself. And you, worthy and bene- 
volent Merton, where and how have been passed your days 
since the time of which we speak ?" 

'< I am but a low and humble shepherd of a truant 
flock/' returned the meek chaplain, with a sigh. ** Many 
distant seas have I visited, and many strange faces and 
straneer natures has it been my lot to encounter in my 
pilgrimage. I am but lately returned from the east, into 
the hemisphere where I first drew breath, and by permis« 
sion of our snperiora, I came to pass a month in the vessel 
of a companion, whose friendship bears even an older date 
than our own." 

'* Ay, ay, madam/' returned the worthy Bignall, whose 
feelings had been not a little disturbed by the previous 
scene ; '* it is near half a century since the parson and I 
were boys together, and we have been robbing up old 
recollections on the cruise. Happy am I that a lady of 
so commendable qualities has come to make one of oar 
party." 

'' In this lady you see the daughter of the late Captain 

, and the relict of the son of our ancient commander 

Rear-Admiral de Lacey," hastily resumed the divine, as 

though he knew the well-meaning honesty of his friend was 

more to be trusted than his discretion. 

^I knew them both, and brave men «j|d thoioi||li am 

2a3 
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men were tbe pair ! The lady was welcome as your trien^. 
Merton ; but she is doubly so, as the widow and child oS 
the gentlemen you name/* 

*' De Lacey ! *' murmured an agitated voice in the ear o7 
the governess. 

** The law gives me a title to bear that name/* returned 
she whom we shall still continue to call by her assumed ap 
peliation, folding her weeping pupil long and affectionately 
to her bosom. ^* The veil Is unexpectedly withdrawn, my 
love, nor shall concealment be longer affected. My father 
was the captain of the flag-ship. Necessity compelled him 
to leave me more in the society of your young relative than 
he would have done, could he have foreseen the conse- 
quences. But I knew both his pride and his! poverty too 
welly to dare to make him arbiter of my fate, after the 
alternative became, to my inexperienced imagination, worse 
than even his an^er. We were privately united by this 
gentleman, and neither of our parents knew of the connec- 
tion. Death"— 

The voice of the widow became choked, and she made a 
sign to the chaplain, as if she would have him continue tbe 
tale. 

** Mr. de Lacey and his father-in-law fell in the same bat- 
tle, witiiin a short month of the ceremony," added the sub- 
dued voice of Merton. ** Even you, dearest madam, never 
knew the melancholy particulars of their end. I was a soli- 
tary witness of their deaths ; for to me were they both con- 
signed, amid the confusion of the battle. Their blood was 
mingled ; and your parent, in blessing the young hero, un- 
consciously blessed his son." 
" Oh ! I deceived his noble nature, and dearly have I paid 

the penalty !" exclaimed the self-abased widow. ** Tell me, 

Merton, did he ever know of my marriage ?" 
"He did not. Mr. de Lacey died first, and upon his 

bosom, for he loved him ever as a child ; but other thoughts 

than useless explanations, were then uppermost in their 

minds." 
** Gertrude," said the gOTemess,in hollow repentant tones, 

" there is no peace for our feeble sex but in submission ; no 

happiness but in obedience/' 
'' It is over now," whispered the weeping girl ; all over 

and forgotten. I am your child — your -own Gertrude — ^the 

ereature of your formation." 
*< Harry Ark !" exclaimed Bignall, clearing his 'throat 

with a hem so vigorous, as to carry the sound to the outer 

'^<)ok, seinng the arm of his entranced lieutenant; and dnig- 
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gin^ him from the scene while he spoke. ** What the devii 
besets the boy I Yon forget that, all this time, I am as ig- 
norant of your own adventures as is his majesty's prime 
minister of nayigation. Why do I see you, here, a visitor 
from a royal cruiser, when I thought you were playing the 
mock pirate I and how came that harum-scarum twig of no- 
bility in possession of so goodly a company, as well as of so 
brave a ship V* 

Wilder drew a long and deep breath, like one that awakes 
from a pleasing dream, reluctantly suiferiDg himself to be 
forced from a spot where he fondly felt that he could have 
Gontinaedy without weariness, for ever. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

'* Let tbem achieve me, and then seU my bones. 



Hwry V 



The commander of the '* Dart," and his bewildered lieu- 
tenant, had gained the quarter-deck beforp either spoke 
again. The direction first taken by the eyes of the latter 
was in quest of the neighbouring ship ; nor was the look 
entirely ^without that unsettled and Vague expression which 
seems to announce a momentary aberration of the faculties. 
But the vessel of the Rover was in view, in all the palpable 
and beautiful proportions of her admirable construction. 
Instead of lying in a state of rest, as when he left her, her 
head-yards had been swung, and as the sails filled with the 
breeze, the stately fabric had beg^n to move gracefully, 
though with no great velocity, along the water. There was 
not the slightest appearance, however, of any attempt at 
escape in the evolution. On the contrary, the loftier and 
lighter sails had all been furled, and men were at the mo- 
ment actively employed in sending to the deck those smaller 
spars which were absolutely requisite in spreading the can- 
vass that would be needed in facilitating her flight. Wilder 
turned from the sight with a sickening apprehension ; for 
be well knew that these were the preparations that skilful 
mariners are wont to make, when bent on desperate combat. 
" Ay, yonder goes your St. James's seaman, with his three 
topsails full, and bin mizzcn out, as if he had already for- 
gotten he is to dine with me, and that his name is to be 
found at one end of the list of commanders, and mine at the 
other, ^ grumbled the displeased Bignall. *'But we shall 
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haye him coming round all in good time, I sappose, when 
his appetite tells him the dinner hour. He might wear his 
coloors in presence of a senior, too, and no disgrace to his 
nobility. By heaven, Harry Ark, he handles those yards 
beaatifully ! I warrant yon, now, some honest man's son is 
sent aboard his ship for a dry nurse, in the shape of a first 
lieutenant, and we shall have him yapouring, all dinner time, 
about ' how my ship does this,' and ' I never suffer Ifcat/ 
Ha ! is it not so, sir ? He has a thorough seaman for his 
First r 

** Few men understand the profession better than does 
the captain of yonder vessel himself," returned Wilder. 

"The devil he does ! You have been talking with bim, 
Mr. Ark, about these matters, and he has got some of the 
fashions of the * Dart.' I see into a mystery as quick as 
another!" 

'' I do assure you. Captain Bignall, there is no safety in 
confiding in the ignorance of yonder extraordinary man." 

** Ay, ay, I begin to overhaul his character. The young 
dog is a quiz, and has been amusing himself with a sailor 
of what he calls the old school. Am I right, sir 7 He has 
seen salt water before this cruise t" 

" He is almost a native of the seas ; for more than thirty 
years has he passed his time on them/' 

*' There, Harry Ark, he has done yon handsomely^ Now 
I have his own assertion for it, that he will not be three- 
and-twenty until to-morrow." 

" On my word, he has deceived you, sir.*' 

^* I don't know, Mr. Ark ; that is a task much easier at- 
tempted than performed. Threescore and four yearn add 
as much weight to a man's head as to his heels ! I may 
have undervalued the skill of the younker, but as to his years, 
there can be no great mistake. But where the devil is the 
fellow steering to ? Has he need of a pinafore from his lady 
mother, to come on board of a man-of-war for his dinner ?" 

*^ See ! he is indeed standing from us !" exclaimed Wil- 
der, with a rapidity and delight that would have excited the 
suspicions of one more observant than his commander. 

'' If I know the stem from the bows of a ship, what you 
say is truth," returned the other, with some austerity. 
** Hark ye, Mr. Ark, I've a ihind to furnish the coxcomb a 
lesson in respect for his superiors, and give him a row to 
whet his appetite. By heaven, I will ; and he may write 
home an account of this manoeuvre, too, in his next des- 
patches. Fill away the after-yards, sir ; fill away. Since 
this honourable youth is disposed to amuse himself with a 
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sailing-match, he can take no offence that others are in the 
same hamour." 

The lieutenant of the watch, to whom the order was ad- 
dressed, complied; and in another minute the *' Dart " was 
also beginning to move-a-head, though in a direction di- 
rectly opposite to that taken by the ** Dolphin/' The old 
man highly enjoyed his own decision, manifesting his self- 
satisfaction by the infinite glee and deep chuckling of his 
manner. He was too much occupied with the step he had 
just taken, to revert immediately to the subject that had so 
recently been uppermost in his mind ; nor did the thought 
of pursuing the discourse occur to him, until the two ships 
had left a broad field of water between them, as each moved 
with ease and steadiness, on its proper course, 

''Let him note that in his log-book, Mr. Ark,'' the irritable 
old seaman then resumed, returning to the spot which Wilder 
had not left during the intervening time. Though my cook 
has no great relish for a frog, they who would taste of his 
skill must seek him. By heaven, boy, he will have a pull of 
it, if he undertake to come-to on that tack. — But how hap- 
pens it that yon got into his ship ? All that part of the cruise 
remains untold." 

" I have been wrecked, sir, since youreceivedmy last letter." 

<' What t has Davy Jones got possession of the red gentle- 
man at last ?" 

'* The misfortune occurred in a ship from Bristol; aboard 
which I was placed as a sort of prize-master — He certainly 
continues to stand slowly to the northward T' 

*' Let the young coxcomb go ! he will have all the better 
appetite for his supper. And so you were picked up by his 
majesty's ship the ' Antelope.' Ay, I see Into the whole af- 
fair. You have only to give an old sea-dog his course and 
compass, and he will find his way to port in the darkest 
night. But how happened it that this Mr. Howard afiected 
to be Ignorant of ^our name, sir, when he saw it on the list 
of my officers ?*' 

'' Ignorant! Did he seem ignorant? perhaps" — 

" Say no more, my brave fellow, say no more," interrupted 
Wilder's considerate but choleric commander. *' I have met 
-with such rebuffs myself; but we are above them, sir, far 
above them and their impertinences together. No man need 
be ashamed of having earned his commission, as you and I 
haye done, in fair weather and in foul. Zounds, boy, I have 
fed one of the upstarts for a week, and then had him stare at 
a church across the way, when I have fallen in with him in 
tJie streets of London, in a fashion that might make a sim- 



346 THB &BD BOVBB. 

pie man belieye the puppy knew not for what it had been bvilt. 
Think no more of it, Harry ; MTorse things have happened to 
myself, I do assure you/^ 

*' [ went by my assumed name while in yonder ship/* 
Wilder forced himself to add. *^ Even the ladies, who 
were the companions of my wreck, know me by no other," 

'* Ah I that was prudent ; and after all, the young sprig 
was not pretending genteel ignorance. How now, Master 
Fid ; you are welcome back to the * Dart.' '' 

*' Tve taken the liberty to say as much already to my- 
self, your honour,'' resumed the topman, who was busjring 
himself, near his two officers, in a manner that seemed to 
invite their attention. A wholesome craft is yonder, and 
boldly is she commanded, and stoutly is she manned ; but, 
for my part, having a character to lose, it is more to my taste 
so sail in a ship that can show her commission, when pro- 
perly called on for the same." 

The colour on Wilder's cheeks went and came, like the 
flushings of the evening sky, and.his eyes were turned *n 
every direction but that which would have encountered the 
astonished gaze of his veteran friend. 

*^ I am not quite sure that I understand the meaning of the 
lad, Mr. Ark. Every officer, from the captain to the boat- 
swain, in the king^s fleet, that is every man of common dis- 
cretion, carries his authority to act as such with him to sea* 
or he might find himself in a situation as awkward as that 
of a pirate." 

*' That is just what I said, sir; but schooling and long use 
have given your honour a better outfit in words. Guinea 
and I have often talked the matter over together, and serious 
thoughts has it given to us both, more than once, Captain 
Bignell. * Suppose,' says I to the black, ' suppose one of his 
majesty's boats should happen to fall in with this here craft, 
and we should come to loggerheads and matches,' says I, 
'what would the like of us two do-in sitbh a god-sendf?' — 
' Why,' says the black, ' we would stand to our guns on the 
side of master Harry/ says he ; nor did I gainsay tiie.same ; 
but, saving his presence and your honour's, I just took the 
liberty to add, that, in my poor opinion, it would be much 
more comfortable to be killed in an honest ship than on the 
deck of a baecaneer." 

" A buccaneer !" exclaimed his commander^ with eyes dis- 
tended, and an open mouth. 

"Captain Bignall," said Wilder, "I may have offended 
past forgiveness, in remaining so long silent; but, when you 
hear my tale, there may be found tome passages that shall 



THB RED ROVIR. 847 

plead my apology. The veMel in sight im the ship of the re- 
nowned Red RoTer— nay listen, I conjure you by all that 
kindness yon have so long shown me, and then censare as 
yon will." 

The words of Wilder, aided as they were by an earnest and 
and manly manner, laid a restraint on the mounting indig- 
nation of the choleric old seaman. He listened gravely 
and intently to the rapid but clear tale which his lieutenant 
hastened to recount ; and ere the latter had done> he had 
more than half entered into those grateful, and certainly 
generous, feelings which had made the youth so reluctant to 
betray the obnoxious character of a man who had dealt so 
liberally by himself. A few strong, and what might be termed 
professional, exclamations of surprise and admiration, occa- 
sionally interrupted the narrative; but on the whole, he 
curbed his impatience and his feelings, in a manner that 
was sufficiently remarkable, when the temperament of the 
individual is duly considered. 

" This is wonderful, indeed \" he exclaimed, as the other 
ended ; and a thousand pities is it that so honeist a fellow 
should be so arrant a knave. But, Harry, we can never 
let him go at large, after all ; our loyalty and our religion 
forbid it. We must tack ship, and stand after him ; if fair 
words wont bring him to reason. I see no other remedy than 
blows/' 

'^I fear it is no more than our duty, sir,^' returned the 
young man, with a deep sigh. 

*' It is a matter of religion. — And then the prating puppy 
that he sent on board me, is no captain after all ! Still it 
was impossible to deceive me as to the air and manner of a 
gentleman. I warrant me, some young reprobate of a good 
family, or he would never have acted the sprig so well. 
We must try to keep his name a secret, Mr. Ark, in order 
'<hat no discredit should fall upon his friends. Our aristo- 
cratic columns, though they get a little cracked and de- 
faced, are, after all, the pillars of the throne, and it does 
aot become us to let vulgar eyes look too closely into their un- 
foundness." 

'' The individual who visited she < Dart' was the Rover 
himself." 

** Ha I the Red Rover in my ship, nay, in my very pre- 
aence V* exclaimed the old tar, in a species of honest horror. 
^' Yon are now pleased, sir, to tritle with my good nature." 

*' I should forget a thousand obligations, ere I could be 
no bold. On my solemn asseveration, sir, it was no other." 

" This is unaccountable 1 extraordinary to a miracle ! 
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His disg^uise was [very complete, I will confess, to deeeive 
one so well skilled in the human coantenance. I saw 
nothings, sir, of his shaggy whiskers, heard nothing of his 
brutal voice, nor perceived any of those monstrous defor- 
mities which are universally acknowledged to distinguish 
the man/' 

'' All of which are no more than the embellishments of 
vulgar rumour. I fear me, sir, that the boldest and most 
dangerous of all our vices are often found under the most 
pleasing exteriors." 

** But this is not even a man of inches, sir.'' 

" His body is not large, but it contains the spirit of a 
giant." 

"And do you believe yonder ship, Mr. Ark, to be the 
vessel that fought us in the equinox of March?" 

** I know it to bo.no other," 

'* Hark ye, Harry, for your sake, I will deal generously 
by the rogue. He once escaped me, by the loss of a top- 
mast, and stress of weather; but we have here a good 
working breeze, that a man may safely count on, and a 
fine regular sea. He is therefore mine, so soon as I choose 
to make him so ; — ^for I do not think he has any serious in- 
tention to run." 

** I fear not," returned Wilder, unconsciously betraying 
his wishes in the words. 

" Fight he cannot, with any hopes of success ; and, as 
he seems to be altogether a diiferent sort of personage from 
what I had supposed we will try the merits of negotiation. 

Will you undertake to be the bearer of my propositions ? 

or, perhaps, he might repent of his moderation." 

"I pledge myself for his faith," eagerly exclaimed Wil- 
der. " Let a gun be fired to leeward. Mind, sir, all the 
tokens must be amicable— a flag of truce set out at our 
main, and I will risk every hazard to lead him back into the 
bosom of society." 

" By George, it would, at least, be acting a Christian 
part," returned the commander, alter a moment's thought ; 
" and, though we miss knighthood below, lad, for our suc- 
cess, there will be better berths cleared for us aloft.'^ 

No sooner had the warm-hearted, and perhaps a little 
visionary captain of the " Dart," and his lieutenant, deter- 
mined on this measure, than they both set eagerly aboat 
the means of insuring its success. The helm of the ship 
was put a-lee ; and, as her head came sweeping up into the 
wind, a sheet of flame flashed fiom her leeward bow-port, 
^mling the customary amicably intimation across the 
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water, that those who governed her movements woald oom- 
manicate with the possessors of the vessel in sight. At the 
same instant, a small flag, with a spotless field, was seen 
floating at the topmost elevation of all her spars, whilst the 
flag of England was lowered from the gaff. A half minate 
of deep inquietade saeceeded these signals, in the bosoms 
of those who had ordered them to be made. Their suspense 
was, however, speedily terminated. A cloud of smoke drove 
before the wind from the vessel of the Rover, and then the 
smothering explosion of the answering gun came dull upon 
their ears. A flag, similar to their own, was seen floating, 
as it might be, like a dove fanning its wings, far above her 
tops ; but no emblem of any sort was borne at the spar, 
iFhere the colours which distinguish the national character 
of a cruiser are usually seen. 

*' The fellow has the modesty to carry a naked gaff in our 
presence,'' said Bignall, pointing out the circumstance to his 
companion, as an augury favourable to their success. *' We 
will stand for him until within a reasonable distance, and 
then you shall take to the boat.*' 

In conformity with this determination, the *^ Dart *' was 
brought on the other tack, and several sails werf^ set, in order 
to quicken her speed. When at the distance of half cannon 
shot. Wilder suggested to his superior the propriety of ar- 
resting their further progress, in order to avoid the appear* 
ance of hostilities. The boat was immediately lowered into 
the sea, and manned ; a flag of truce set in her bows ; and 
the whole was reported ready to receive the bearer of the 
message. 

*' You may hand him this statement of our force, Mr. Ark • 
ibr, as he is a reasonable man, he will see the advantage it 
gives us," said the captain, after having exhausted his mani« 
fold and often repeated instructions. *' I think you may 
promise him indemnity for the past, provided he comply with 
all my conditions ; at all events, you will say that no influ- 
ence shall be spared to get a complete white- washing for 
himself at least. God bless you, boy ! take care to say no- 
thing of the damages we received in the affair of March last ; 
for — ay, — for the equinox was blowing heavy at the time, 
you know; Adieu ! and success attend you ! " 

The boat shoved off from the side of the vessel as he end- 
ed, and in a few moments the listening Wilder was borne 
fai beyond the sound of any further words of advisement; 
Our adventurer had sufiicient time to reflect on the extraor- 
dinary situation in which he now found himself, during the 
row to the still distant ship. Once or twice slight and un- 

h2 
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eaiy glimmeringg of flistrlut, oonoerning the prndeiiee of the 
atep he was taking, beset his mind ; thoag^h a reeoll^^etioii of 
the loftf feeling of the man in whom he confided, CTer pre- 
sented itself in saffioient season to prevent the apprehension 
from gaining any undne ascendency. Notwithstanding the 
delicaey of his sitaation, that characteristic interest in his 
profession, which is rarely dormant in the bosom of a 
tborongh-bred seaman, was strongly stimulated as be ap- 
proached the vessel of the Rover. The perfect symmetry of 
her spars — ^the gracefal heavings and settings of the whole 
fabric, as it rode, like a marine bird, on the long regolar 
swells of the trades — ^and the gracefal inclinations of the 
tapering masts, as they waved across the bine canopy, which 
was interlaced by all the tracery of her complicated tackle, 
was not lost on an eye that knew no less how to prize the 
order of the whole, than to admire the beauty of the object 
itself. There is a high and exquisite taste, which the sea- 
man attains in the study of a machine that all have united 
to commend, which may be likened to the sensibilities that 
the artist acquires by close and long contemplation of the 
noblest monuments of antiquity. It teaches him to detect 
those imperfections which would escape any less instructed 
eye ; and it heightens the pleasure with which a ship at sea 
is gazed at, by enabling the mind to keep even pace with the 
enjoyment of the senses* It is this powerful (and to a lands- 
man incomprehensible) charm that forms the secret tie, 
which binds the mariner so closely to his vessel, and which 
often leads him to prize her qualities, as one would esteem 
the virtues of a friend, and almost to be equally enamoured 
of the fair proportions of his ship and of 'those of his mis- 
tress. Other men may have their different inanimate sub- 
jects of admiration ; but none of their feelings so thoroughly 
enter into the composition of the being, as the affection which 
the mariner comes, in time, to feel for his vessel. It is his 
home — his theme of constant, and frequently of painful, in- 
terest — his tabernacle— and often his source of pride and 
exultation. As she gratifies or disappoints his high-wrought 
expectations, in her speed or in the fight, mid shoals and 
hurricanes, a character for good or luckless qualities is 
earned, which are as often in reality due to the skill or ig- 
norance of those who guide her, as to any inherent proper- 
ties of the fabric. Still does the ship itself, in the eyes of 
the seaman, bear away the laurel of success, or suffer the 
ignominy of defeat and misfortune ; and, when the reverse 
arrives, the result is merely regarded as some extraordinarj 
departure from the ordinary character of the vessel, as if 
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the Gonstraotiou possessed the powers of entire self-com- 
maod and perfect Tolition. 

Though oot 80 deeply imhued with that species of super* 
stitioas credulity on this subject, as the inferiors of his pro- 
fession, Wilder was keenly awake to most of the sensibilities 
of a mariner. So strongly, indeed, was he alive to this feel- 
ing on the present occasion, that for a moment he forgot the 
critical nature of his errand, as he drew within plainer view 
of a vessel that, with justice, might lay claim to be a jewel 
of the ocean. 

'* Lay on your oars, lads," he said, signing to his people to 
arrest the progress of the boat ; ** lay on your oars ! — Did 
yoo ever see masts more beautifully in line than those. Mas- 
ter Fid, or sails that had a fairer fit ? *' 

The topman, who rowed the stroke-oar of the pinnace, 
cast a look over his shoulder, and stowing into one of his 
cheeks a lump that resembled a wad laid by the side of its 
gun, he was not slow to answer, on an occasion where his 
opinion was so directly demanded. 

'* I care not who knows it," he said, " for done by honest 
men or done by knaves, I told the people on the forecastle 
of the * Dart,' in the first five minutes after I got among them 
again, that they might be at Spithead a month, and not see 
hamper so light, and yet so handy, as is seen aboard that 
flyer. Her lower rigging is harpened-in, like the waist of 
Nell Dale, after she has had a fresh pull upon her stay- 
lanyards, and there isn't a block, among them all, that'seems 
bigger in its place than do the eyes of the g^rl in her own 
go€^*looking countenance. That bit of a set that you see to 
her fore-brace-block, was given b^ the hand of one Richard 
Fid; and the heart on her main-stay was turned in by 
Guinea, here ; and, considering he is a nigger, I call it ship- 
shape." 

<* She is beautiful in every part !" said Wilder, drawing a 
long breath. ** Give way, my men, give way ! Do you think 
I have come here to take the soundings of the ocean ? " 

The crew started at the hurried tones of their lieutenant, 
and in another minute the boat was at the side of the vessel. 
The stern and threatening glances that Wilder encountered, 
as his foot touched the planks, caused him to pause an in- 
stant, ere he advanced further amid the crew. But the pre- 
sence of the Rover himself, who stood with his peculiar air 
of high and imposing authority, on the quarter-deck, encour- 
aged him to proceed, after permitUn^f a delay that was too 
slight to attract attention. Uis lips weie in; the act of pait- 
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iDg, when a sign from the ot.Wr uuiiiccti lum lu remain si- 
lent, until they were both in the privacy oi the cabin. 

** Suspicion is awake among my people, Mr. Ark,*' com- 
menced the Rover, when they were thus retired, la>ing a 
marked and significant emphasis on the name he used. 
*' Suspicion is stirring, though, as yet, they hardly know what 
to credit. The manoeuvres of the two ships have not been 
such as they are wont to see, and voices are not wanting to 
whisper in their ears matter that is somewhat injurious to 
your interests. You have not done well, sir, in returning 
among us." 

'* I came by the order of my superior, and under the sanc- 
tion of a flag." » 

" We are Small reasoners in the legal distinction of (he 
world, and may mistake your rights in so novel a character. 
But," he immediately added, with dignity, *' if you bear a 
message, I may presume it is intended for my ears.'^ 

** And for no other. We are not alone, Captain Heideg- 
ger." 

" Heed not the boy — he is deaf at my will." 

** I could wish to communicate to you only, the offers that 
I bear." 

'* That mast is not more senseless than Roderick," said 
the other calmly, but with decision. 

** Then must I speak at every hazard. — ^The commander 
of yon ship, who bears the commission of our royal master, 
George the Second, has ordered me to say thus much for 
your consideration : On condition that you will surrender 
this vessel with all her stores, armament, and warlike muni- 
tions, uninjured, he will content himself with taking ten 
hostages from your crew, to be decided by lot — yourself, and 
one other of your officers — and either to receive the remain- 
der into the service of the king, or to suffer them to disperse 
in pursuit of a calling more creditable, and, as it would nou 
appear, more safe.'' 

** This is the liberality of a prince I I should kneel and 
kiss the deck befure one whose lips utter such sounds of 
mercy !' 

'* I repeat but the words of my superior," Wilder resumed 
** For yourself, he further promises that his interest shall be 
exerted to procure a pardon, on condition that you quit the 
seas, and renounce the name of Englishman for ever." 

*'The latter is done to his hands; but may I know the 
reason that such lenity is shown to one whose name bat 
been so long proscribed of men t ' > 
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^^' Captain Bignall has heard of yoargenenms treatment of 
hift officer, and the delicacy that the daughter and^iaow o/ 
two ancient brethren in arms, have received at your iiands. 
He confesses that riftnour has not done entire Justice to your 
character/' • 

A mighty effort kept down the gleam of exultation that 
flashed across the features of the listener, who, however, 
succeeded in continuing utterly calm and immovable. 

** He has been deceived, six," he coldly resumed, as though 
he would encourage the other to proceed. 

** That much is he free to acknowledge. A representation 
of this common error, to the proper authorities, will have 
weight in procuring the promised amnesty for the past, and, 
and, as he hopes, brighter prospects for the future." 

'* And does he urge no other motive than his pleasure, 
why I should make this Tiolent change in all my habits — 
why I should renoance an element that has become as ne- 
cessary to me as the one I breathe — and why, in particular, 
I am to disclaim the vaunted privilege of calling myself 
a Briton Y* 

** He does. This statement of a force, which you may 
freely examine with your own eyes, if so disposed, must con- 
vince you of the hopelessness of resistance^ and will, be 
thinks, induce you to accept his offers." 

** And what is your opinion?" the other demanded, with a 
meaning smile and peculiar emphasis, as he extended a 
hand toTcceive the written statement '* But I beg pardon, ' 
be hastily added, taking the look of gravity from the coun- 
tenance of his companion. '' I trifle, when the moment re- 
quires all our seriousness." 

The eye of the Rover ran rapidly over the paper, resting 
itself once or twice, with a slight exhibition of interest, 
on particular points, that seemed most to merit his atten- 
tion. 

'- You find the superiority such as I had already given 
you reason to believe V demanded Wilder, when the look 
of the other wandered from the paper. 

" I do." 

** And may I now ask your decision on the offer V* 

** First, tell me what does your own heart advise t This 
is but the language of another." 

'< Captain Heidegger," said Wilder, colouring, *^ I will 
rot attempt to conceal, that, had this messuage depended 
solely on myself, it might have been couched in different 
:erms ; but, as one who still deeply retains the recollection 
of your generosity, as a man who would not willingly ^ 

2h3 . 
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dace eTen an enemy to an act of dishonour, do I urge their 
aoceptanoe. You will excase rae if I say, that in my recent 
intercourse I have had reason to believe you already per- 
ceive, that neither the character yon coufd wish to earn, nor 
the content that all men crave, is to be found in your pre- 
sen* career/' 

*' 1 had not thought I entertained so close a casuist, in 
Mr. Henry Wilder, Have you more to urge, sir T' 

'* Nothing,'' returned the disappointed and grieved mes- 
senger of the " Dart." 

*' Yes, yes, he has," said a low but eager voice at the 
elbow of the Rover, which rather seemed to breathe oat the 
syllables, than dare to utter them aloud ; '* he has not yet 
delivered the half of his commission, or sadly has he forgot- 
ten the sacred trust V 

** The boy is often a dreamer," interrupted the Rover, 
smiling with a wild and haggard look. *'He sometimes 
gives form to his unmeaning thoughts, by clothing them in 
words." 

'' My thoughts are not unmeaning," continued Roderick, 
in a louder and far bolder strain. ^' If his peace or happi- 
ness be dear to you, do not yet leave him. Tell him of his 
high and honourable name— of his youth — of that gentle 
and virtuous being that he once so fondly loved, and whosi- 
memory, even now, he worshipf. Speak to him of these, ^s 
you know how to speak ; and, on my life, his ear will net 
be deaf, his heart cannot be callous to your words." 

" The urchin is mad !" 

'' I am not mad ; or, if maddened, it Is by the crimes, the 
danger, of those I love. Oh ! Mr. Wilder, do not leave 
him. Since you have been among us, he is nearer to what 
I know he once was, than formerly. Take away that mis- 
taken statement of your force ; threats do but harden him : 
as a friend, admonish ; but hope for nothing as a minister 
of vengeance. You know not the fearful nature of the 
man, or you would not attempt to stop a torrent. Now — 
now speak to him ; for, see, his eye is already growing 
kinder." 

'' It is in pity, boy, to witness how thy reason wavers.'' 

*' Had it never swerved more than at this' moment, 
Walter, another need not be called upon to speak between 
thee and me ? My words would then have been regarded, 
my voice would then have been loud enough to be beard 
Why are you dumb? a single bappy syllable might now 
save him." 

♦* Wilder, the child is frightened by this counting of guns 
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and numbering of people. He fears the anger of yOUr 
anointed master. 60 ; giye bim place in yoar boat, and 
recommend him to the mercy of your superior/' 

** Away, away !'' cried Roderick. '* I shall not, will no 
cannot leav^ you. Who is there left for me in this woria 
but you V 

*' Yes/' continued the Rover, whose forced calmness of 
expression had changed to one of deep and melancholy 
musing; ** it will indeed be better thus. See, here is much 
gold ; you will commend him to the care of that admirable 
woman, who already watches one scarcely less helpless, 
though possibly less — " 

'* Guilty! speak the word boldly, Walter. I have earned 
the epithet, and shall not shrink to hear it spoken. Look,'' 
he said, taking the ponderous bag, which had been extended 
towards Wilder, and holding it high above his head, in 
scorn, '' this can I cast from me ; but the tie which binds 
me to yon shall never be broken." 

As he spoke, the lad approached an open window of the 
cabin ; a plash upon the water was heard, and then a trea- 
sure that might have furnished a competence to moderate 
wishes, was lost for ever to the uses of those who had crea- 
ted its value. The lieutenant of the *^ Dart," turned in haste 
(o deprecate the anger of the Rover; but his eye could 
trace, in the features of the lawless chief, no other emotion 
than a pity which was discoverable even through his calm 
and unmoved smile. 

** Roderick would make but a faithless treasurer,'^ he said 
'' Still it is not too late to restore him to his friends'. The 
loss of the gold can be repaired ; but should any serious 
calamity befall the boy, I might never regain a perfect peaoe 
of mind." 

** Then keep him near yourself," marmaredthe lad, whose 
vehemence had seemingly expended itself. '< €ro, Mr. Wil- 
der, go— your boat is waiting; a longer stay will be without 
an object.'^ 

** I fear it will !" returned our adventurer, who had not 
ceased, during the previous dialogue, to keep his look fas- 
tened, in manly commiseration, on the countenance of the 
boy ; '* I greatly fear it will I — Since I have come the mes- 
senger of another, Captain Heidegger, it is your province to 
supply a fitting answer to my proposition.'' 

The Rover took him by the arm, and led him to a posi- 
tion whence they might look upon the outer scene. Then, 
pointing upn ard at his spars, and making his companion 
obsrcre the small quantity of sail he carried; he simph^ 
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said, "' Sir, you are a seamaiiy and may jidgo of ray inten- 
tions by this sight I shall neither seek nor avoid .your 
boasted cruiser of King George." 



CHAPTER XXX. 



-"Front to fiiont, 



Bring Ihon this ftend^ 

Within my sword's length set him ; if be 'scape, 

Heaven forgive him to I'' 

Macbeth. 

* 
*^ You have brought the grateful submission of the pirate 
to my offers V exclaimed the sanguine commander of the 
*' Dart'' to his messenger, as the foot of the latter once more 
touched his declc. 

'^ 1 bring nothing but defiance V* was the unexpected 
reply. 

*' Did you exhibit my statement ? Surely, Mr. Ark, so 
material a document was not forgotten V 

*' Nothing was forgotten that the wannest interest in hia 
safety could suggest, Captain Bignall. Sttli the chief of 
yonder lawless ship refuses to hearken to your conditions/' 

**' Perhaps, sir, he imagines that the ' Bart' is defective in 
some of her spars/' retained the hasty old seaman, com« 
pressing his lips, with a look of wounded pride ; *' he tnay 
hope to escape by pressing the canvass on his own light- 
heeled ship/' 

" Does that look like flight V demanded Wilder, extend- 
ing an arm towards the nearly naked spars and motionless 
hull of their neighbour. '* The utmost I can obtain is an 
assurance that he will not be the assailant/' 

'* 'Fore George, he is a merciful youth ; and one that 
should be commended for his moderation ! He will not 
ruD his disorderly picarooning company under the guns of 
a British man-of-war, because he owes a little reverence to 
the flag of his master ! — hark ye, Mr. Ark, we will remem- 
ber the circumstance when questioned at the Old Bailey. 
Send the people to their guns, sir, and wear the ship round, 
to put an end at once to this foolery, or we shall have him 
sending a boat aboard to examine our commissions.'^ 

'' Captain Bignall," said Wilder, leading his comnaander 
still. further from the ears of their inferiors, ''I may lay 
some little claim to merit for services done under your own 
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vite^t and in obedience to yoar orders. If my former con- 
ou?^ may give roe a title to presume to counsel one of your 
l^reat experience, suffer me to urge a short delay/' 

**^ Delay 1 Does Henry Ark hesitate, when the enemies 
of his king — nay more, the enemies of man, are daring him 
to his duty V* 

*' Sir, you mistake me. I hesitate, in order that the flag 
under which we sail may be free from stain, and not with 
any intent of avoiding the combat. Our enemy, my enemy 
knows that he has nothing now to expect, for his past gener- 
osity, but kindness, should he become our captive. Still, 
Captain Bignall, I ask for time to prepare the * Dart' for a 
conflict that will try all her boasted powers, and to insure 
a victory that will not be bought without a price." * 

'' But should he escape—'' 

" On my life he will not attempt it. I not only know 
the man, but how formidable are his means of resistance. 
A short half-hour will put us in the necessary condition, 
and do no discredit either to our spirit or to our prudence." ; 

Th^ veteran yielded a reluctant consent, which was not^ 
however, accorded without much muttering concerning tho 
disgrace a British man-of-war incurred, in not runninf^ 
alongside the boldest pirate that floated, and blowing him 
out of water with a single match. Wilder^ who was accus- 
tomed to the honest professional bravodos that often formed 
a pec'jliar embellishment to the really firm and manly 
resolution of the seamen of that age, permitted him to 
make his plaints at will, while he busied himself in a man* 
ner that he knew was now of the last importance, and in a 
duty that properly come under his more immediate inspec- 
tion, in consequence of the station he occupied. 

The " order for all hands to clear ship for action" was 
again given, and received in the cheerful temper with which 
mariners are wont to welcome any of the more important 
changes of their exciting profession. Little remained, how- 
ever, to be done, for most of the previous preparations had 
still been left, as at the original meeting of the two vessels. 
Then came the beat to quarters, and the more serious and 
fearful-looking preparations for certain combat. After 
these several arrangements had been completed, the crew 
at their guns, the sail-trimmers at the braces, and the 
officers in their several batteries, the after-yards were swung 
and the ship once more put in motion. 

During this brief interval, the vessel of the Rover lay, at 
the distance of half a mile, in a state of entire rest, withoot 
l^etraying the smallest interest in the obvious movemen'^ 
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of her hostile ndicbbottr. When, however, the **JHriP 
was seen yielding to the breeze, and gradually increasing 
her yelocity, until the water was gathering under ber fore- 
foot in a little rolling wave of foam, the bows of the other 
fell off from the direction of the wind, the topsail was filled, 
and, in her tarn, the hull was held in command, by giving 
to it the impetus of motion. The *^ Dart*' now set again 
at her gaff that broad field which had been lowered during 
the conference, and which had floated in triumph through 
the hazards and struggles of a thousand combats. No an- 
swering emblem, however, was exhibited from the peak of 
her adversary. 

In this manner the two ships " gathered way,** as it is 
expressed in nautical language, watching each other with 
eyes as jealous as though they had been two rival monsters 
of the great deep, each endeavouring to conceal from his 
antagonist the evolution contemplated next The earnest 
serious manner of Wilder had not failed to produce ita in- 
fluence on the straight-minded seaman who commanded the 
'* Bart ;** and, by this time, he was as much disposed as his 
lieutenant to approach the conflict leisurely, and with proper 
caution. 

The day had hitherto been cloudless, and a vault of purer 
blue never canopied a waste of water, than the aroh which 
had swept for hours above the heads of our marine adven- 
turers. But, as if natore frowned on their present bloody 
designs, a dark threatening mass of vapour was blending the 
ocean with the sky, in a direction opposed to the steady cur- 
rents of the air. These well-known and ominous signs did 
not escape the vigilance of those who manned the hostile 
vessels, but the danger was still deemed too remote to inter- 
rupt the higher interests of the approaching combat. 

** We have a squall brewing in the west,'' said the est 
perienced and wary Bignall, pointing to the frowning symp- 
toms as he spoke ; '* but we can handle the pirate, and 
get all snug again, before it works its way up against this 
breeze." 

Wilder assented ; for by this time high professional pride 
was swelling in his bosom also, and a generous rivalry was 
getting the mastery of feelings that were possibly foreign to 
his duty, however natural they might have been in one as 
open to kindness as himself. 

" The Rover is sending down even his lighter masts !" 
exclaimed the youth ; ** it would seem that he greatly dis- 
trusts the weather." 

"We will not follow his example! for he will wish they 
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were op aloft again^ the moment we get him fairfy under the 
play ofour batteries. By George our king, but he has a pretty 
moving boat under him! Let fall the main-course, sir 
down with it, or we shall have it night before we get the 
rogue a-beam/' 

The order was obeyed, and then the " Bart,'' feeling the 
powerful impulse, quickened her speed, like an animated 
being that is freshly urged by its apprehensions or its wishes. 
By this time she had gained a position on the weather-quar- 
ter of her adversary, who had not manifested the smallest 
desire to prevent her attaining so material an advantage. 
On the contrary, while the '< Dolphin'' kept the same can- 
vass spread, she continued to lighten her top-hamper, bring- 
ing as much of the weight as possible from the towering 
height of her tall masts to the greater security of the hull. 
Still, the distance between them was too great, in the opi^ 
nion of Bignall, tq commence the contest, while the facility 
with which his adversary moved a-head, threatened to pro- 
tract the important moment to an unreasonable extent, or to 
reduce him to a crowd of sail, that might prove embarrassing 
while enveloped in the smoke, and pressed by the urgencies 
of the combat. 

'* We will touch his pride, sir, since you think him a man 
of spirit," said the veteran to his faithful coadjutor: ** Give 
him a weather-gun, and show him another of his master's 
ensigns." 

The roar of the piece, and the display of three more of 
the fields of England, in quick succession, from different 
parts of the ** Dart," failed to produce the slightest evidence, 
even of observation, aboard their seemingly insensible neigh- 
bour. The ** Dolphin" still kept on her way, occasionally 
Swooping up gracefully to touch the wind, and then deviat- 
ing from her course again to leeward, as the porpoise is seen 
to turn aside from his direction to snuff the breeze, while he 
lazily sports along his briny path. 

" He will not be moved by any of the devices of lawful 
and ordinary warfare," said Wilder, when he witnessed 
the indifference with which their challenge had been re- 
ceived. 

'< Then try him with a shot.'' 

A gun was now discharged from the side next the still re- 
ceding " Dolphin." The iron messenger was seen bounding 
along the surface of the sea, skipping lightly from wave to 
wave, until it cast a little cloud of spray upon the very deck 
of their enemy, a^ it boomed harmlessly past her hull. An- 
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other, and V^t another followed, withoat in any manner ex- 
tracting signal or notice from the Rover. 

" How*s this ! " exclaimed the disappointed Bignall 
** Has be a charm for his ship, that all our shot sweep bj 
him in rain! Master Fid, can you do nothing for the credit 
of honest people, and the honour of a pennant P Let us 
hear from your old favourite ; in times past she used to speak 
to better purpose." 

*' Ay, ay, sir," returned the accommodating Richard, who, 
in the sudden turns of his fortune, found himself in autho- 
rity over a much-loved and long-cherished piece. " I chris- 
tened the gun after Mistress Whiffle, your honour, for the 
same reason, that they both can do their own talking. Now, 
stand aside, my lads, and let clattering Kate have a whisper 
in the discourse." 

Richard, who had coolly taken his sight while speaking, 
DOW deliberately applied the match with his own hand, and 
with a philosophy that was sufficiently to be commended 
in a mercenary, sent what he boldly pronounced to be '* a 
thorough straight-goer" across the water, in the direction 
of his recent associates, "the usual moments of suspense 
succeeded, and then the torn fragments, which were seen 
scattered in the air, announced that the shot had passed 
through the nettings of the ^* Dolphin.*' The effect on the 
vessel of the Rover was instantaneous and nearly magical. 
A long stripe of cream-coloured canvass, which had beev 
artfully extended from her stem to her stem, in a line with 
her guns, disappeared as suddenly as a bird would shut its 
wings, leaving^in its place a broad blood-red belt, which was 
bristled with the armament of the ship. At the same time, 
an ensign of a similar ominous colour rose from her poop, 
and fluttering darkly and fiercely for a moment, it became 
fixed at the end of the gaff. 

** Now I know him for the knave that he is V cried the 
excited Bignall ; " and see ! he has thrown away his false 
paint, and shows the well-known bloody side, from which 
he gets his name. Stand to your guns, my men ! the pirate 
is getting earnest.'' 

He was still speaking, when a sheet of bright flame glanced 
from out that streak of red which was so well adapted to 
work upon the superstitious awe of the common mariners, 
and was followed by the simultaneous explosion of nearly 
a dozen wide-mouthed pieces of artillery. The startling 
change from inattention and indifference, to this act of bold 
and decided hostility, produced a strong effect on the boldcil 
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heart on board the king:'s cruiser. The momentary interval 
of suspense was passed in unchanged ullitudes and looks 
of deep attention, and then the rushing; of the iron storm 
was heard hurling^ through the air, as it came fearfully on. 
The crash that followed, mingled, as it was, with huinnn 
groans, and succeeded by the tearing of riven plank, and 
the scattering high of splinters, ropes, blocks, and the im- 
plements of war, proclaimed the fatal accuracy of the broad- 
side. But the surprise, and with it the brief confusion, 
endured but for an instant. The English shouted, and 
sent back a return to ihb deadly assault they had just re- 
ceived, recovering manfully and (promptly from the shock 
which it had assuredly given. 

The ordinary and more regular cannonading of a naval 
combat succeeded. Anxious to precipitate the issue, both 
ships pressed nigher to each other the while, until in a few 
moments the two white canopies of smoke that were wreath« 
ing about their respective masts, were blended in one* mark- 
ing a solitary spot of strife, in the midst of a scene of broad 
and bright tranquillity. The discharges of the cannon were 
hot, close, and incessant While the hostile parties, how- 
ever, closely imitated each other in their zeal in dealing out 
destruction, a peculiar dilTcrence marked the distinction in 
character of the two crews. Loud cheering shouts accoqi- 
panied each discharge from the lawful cruiser, while the 
people of the Rover did their murderous work amid the 
deep silence of desperation. 

The spirit and uproar of the scene soon quickened that 
blood in the veins of the veteran Bignall, which had begun 
to circulate a little slowly by time. 

*' The fellow has not forgotten his art V he exclaimed, as 
the effects of his enemy's skill were getting but too manifest 
in the rent sails, shivered spars, and tottering masts of his 
own ship. '' Had he but the commission of the king in his 
pocket, one might call him a hero!'' 

The emergency was too urgent to throw away the time in 
words. Wilder answered only by choering his own people 
to their fierce and laborious task. The ships had now fallen 
off before the wind, and were running parallel (o each other, 
emitting sheets of flame, that were incessantly glancing 
through immense volumes of smoke. The spars of the re- 
spective vessels were alone visible, at brief and uncertain 
intervals. Many minutes had thus passed, seeming to those 
engaged but a moment of time, when the fhariners of the 
" Dart " found that they no longer held their vessel in the 
quick command so necessary to their situation. The im« 

. - 1- .-r- • 
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portant circumstance was instantly conveyed from the mas- 
ter to Wilder, and from Wilder to his superior. A hasty 
consultation on the cause and consequences of this unex- 
pected event was the immediate and natural result 

" 9ee !" cried Wilder, " the sails are already hanging 
against the mast like rags ; the explosions of the artillery 
have stilled the wind.*' 

" Hark ! '* answered the more experienced Bignall, 
" There goes the artillery of heaven among our own guns. 
—-The squall is already upon us — port the helm, sir, and 
sheer the ship out of the smoke ! Hard a-port with the 
helm, sir, at once ! — hard with it a*port, I say." 

But the lazy motion of the vessel did not answer to the 
impatience of'^those who directed her movements, nor did 
it meet the pressing exigencies of the moment. In the 
meantime,, woile Bignall and the officers whose duties kept 
them near his person, assisted hy the sail-trimmers, were 
thus occupied, the people in the hatteries continued their 
murderous employment. The roar of cannon was still con. 
Stan t, .and nearly overwhelming, though there were in- 
stants when the deep ominous mutterings of the atmosphere 
were [too distinctly audible to be mistaken. StQl the eye 
could lend no assistance to the hearing in determining the 
judgment of the mariners. Hulls, [spars, and sails, were 
alike enveloped in the curling wreaths which wrapped 
heaven, air, vessels, and ocean alike, in one white, obscure, 
foggy mantle. Even the persons of the crew were merely 
seen at instants labouring at the guns, through brief and 
varying openings. ^ *-. 

** I never knew the smoke pack so heavy on tHe deck of 
a ship before," said Bignall, with a concern that even his 
caution could not entirely repress, ** Keep the helm a-port 
— ^jam it hard, sir I By heaven, Mr. Wilaer, those knaves 
well know thej are struggling for their lives !" 

" The fight IS all our own V* shouted the second lieutenant 
from among the guns, stanching, as he spoke, the blood of 
a severe' •splinter-wound in the face, ana far too intent on 
bis own immediate occupation tahave noticed the signs of 
the weather. ** He has not answered with a single gun for 
near a minute." 

** Fore George, the rogues have enough ! '* exclaimed the 
delighted Bignall. *' Tnree cheers for vic"^ " 

" Hold, sir !*•' intenupted Wilder, with sufficient deci- 
sion to check his commander's premature exultation, *' on 
my life, our work is not so soon ended. I think, indeed, 
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bis guns are silent ; but see .' the smoke is beginning to lift. 
fn a few more minutes, if our own fire should cease, *he 
view will be clear.'* 

A shout from the men in the batteries interrupted his 
words, and then came a general cry that the pirates were 
sheering oflF. The exultation at this fancied evidence of 
their superiority was, however, soon and fearfully inter- 
rupted, A bright vivid flash penetrated through the dense 
vapour which still hung about them in a most extraordi- 
nary manner, and was followed by a crash from the heavens, 
to wrhich the simultaneous explosion of fifty pieces of ar- 
tillery would have sounded feeble. 

" Call the people ffom their guns !'* said Bignall, in those 
suppressed tones that are only more portentous from their 
forced and unnatural calmness : call them away at once, 
sir, and get the canvass iaV* 

Wilder, startled more at the proximity and apparent 
weight of the squall than at words to which he had been 
long accustomed, delayed not to give an order that was 
seemingly so urgent. The men left their batteries like 
atfaletse retiring from the arena, some bleeding and faint, 
some still fierce and angry, and all more or less excited by 
the furious scene in which they had just been actors. 
Many 'sprung to the well known ropes, while others, as 
they ascended into the cloud which still hung on the ves- 
sel, became lost to the eye in her rigging. 

•* Shall I reef or furl P" demanded Wilder, standing with 
the trumpet at his lips, ready to issue the necessary order. 
" Hold, sir ; another minute will give us an opening." 
The lieutenant paused ; for he was not slow to see that 
now, indeed the veil was about to be drawn from their 
real situation. The smoke which had lain upon their very 
decks, as though pressed down by the superincumbent 
weight of the atmosphere, first began to stir ; was then seen 
eddying among the masts; and, finally, whirled wildly 
away before a powerful current of air. The view was, in- 
deea, now all before them. 

In place of the glorious sun, and that bright blue canopy 
which had lain above them a short half -hour before, the 
heavens were clothed in one immense black veil. The sea 
reflected the portentous colour, looking dark and angrily. 
The waves had already lost their regular rise and fall, and 
were tossing to and fro, as if awaiting the power that was 
to give them direction and greater force. The flashes from 
the heavens were not in quick succession ; biit the few tha* 
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did break upon tlie gloominess of the scene, came in majestj 
and with dazzling brightness. They were accompanied by 
the terrific thunder of the tropics, in which it is scarcely 
profanation to fancy that the voice of One who made the 
universe is actually speaking to the creatures of his hand. 
On every side, was the appearance of a fierce and dangerous 
struggle in the elements. The vessel of the Rover was run- 
ning lightly before a breeze, which had already come fresh 
and fitful from the cloud, with her sails reduced, and her 
people coolly, but actively, employed in repairing the dam- 
ages of the hght. * 

Not a moment was to be lost in imitating the example of 
the wary freebooters. The head of the " Dart" was hastily, 
and happily got in a direction contrary to the breeze ; and, 
she began to follow the course taken by the ** Dolphin," an 
attempt was made to gather her torn and nearly useless can> 
vass to the yards. But precious minutes had been lost in 
the smoky canopy that might never be regained. The sea 
changed its colour from a dark green to a glittering white ; 
and then the fury of the gust was heard rushing along the 
water with fearful rapidity, and with a violence that could 
not be resisted. 

'^ Be lively, men !" shouted Bignall himself, in the exi- 
gency in which his vessel was placed ; " roll up the cloth ; 
in with it all — leave not a rag to the squall ! 'Fore George, 
Mr. Wilder, but this wind is not playing with us ; cheer up 
the men to their work ; speak to them cheerily, sir !" 

" Furl away I" shouted Wilder. " Cut if too late ; work 
away with knives and teeth— down every man of you down- 
down for your livesj all!" 

There was that in the voice of the lieutenant which sounded 
in the ears of his people like a supernatural cry. He had so 
recently witnessed a calamity similar to that which again 
threatened him, and perhaps his feelings lent a secret horror 
to the tones. A score of forms was seen descending swiftly 
through an atmosphere that appeared sensible to the touch. 
Nor was their escape, which might be likened to the stoop- 
ing of birds that dart into their nest, too earnestly pressed. 
Stripped of all its rigging, and already tottering under nu- 
merous wounds, the lofty and overloaded spars yielded to 
the mighty force of the squall, tumbling .in succession to- 
ward the hull, until nothikig stood but the three firmer, but 
shorn and nearly useless, lower masts. By far the greater 
number of those aloft reached the deck in time tu insure 
their safety, though some there were too stubborn ami still 
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too much under the sullen influence of the combat, to heark- 
en to the words of warning. These victims of their own ob- 
Btioacy were seen clinging to the broken fragments of the 
spars as the '* Dart/' in a cloud of foam drove away from the 
spot where they floated, until their persons and their misery 
alike were swallowed in the distance. 

*< It is the hand of God V* hoarsely exclaimed the veteran 
Bignall, while his contracting eye drunk in the destruction of 
the wreck. " Mark me, Henry Ark ; I will for ever testify 
that the guns of the pirate have not brought us to this con- 
dition." 

Little disposed to seek the same miserable consolation as 
his commander, Wilderexertedhimself in counteracting, so Aur 
as circamstances would allow, an injury that he felt, however, 
at that moment to be irreparable. Amid the howling of the gust, 
and the fearful crashing of the thunder, with an atmosphere 
now lurid with the glare of lightning, and now nearly obscur- 
ed by the dark canopy of vapour, and with all the frightful evi- 
dences of the fight reeking and ghastly before their eyes, did 
the crew of the British cruiser prove true to themselves and 
to their ancient reputation. The voices of Bignall and his sub- 
ordinates were heard in the tempest, uttering those mandates 
which long experience bad rendered familiar, or encouraging 
the people to their duty. But the strife of the elements 
was happily of short continuance. The squall soon swept 
over the spot, leaving the currents of the trade rushing into 
their former channels, and a sea that was rather stilled than 
agitated by the counteractinginfluence of the winds. 

But as one danger passed away from before the eyes of 
the mariners of the ** Dart," another scarcely less to be ap- 
prehended, forced itself upon their attention. All recollec- 
tions of the favours of the past, and every feeling of gratitude 
was banished from the. mind of Wilder by the.monntings of 
powerful professional pride, and that love of glory which 
becomes inherent in the warrior, as he gazed on the un- 
touched and beautiful symmetry of the ** Dolphin's" spars, and 
all the perfect, and still underanged order of her tackle. It 
seemed as if she bore a charmedfate, or that some supernatural 
agency had been instrumental in preserving her unharmed, 
amid the violence of a second hurricane. But cooler thought 
and more impartial reflection, compelled the internal acknow- 
ledgment, that the vigilance and wise precautions of the 
remarkable individual who appeared not only to govern her 
movements, but to control her fortunes, had their proper in- 
fluence in producing the result. 

2i3 
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Little leisure, however, was allowed to nini'.oate on tneso 
changes, or to deprecate the advantage of their enemy. 
The vessel of the Rover had already opened many broad 
sheets of canvass ; and as the return of the regular brefezc 
gave her the wind, her approach was rapid and unavoida- 
ble. 

** 'Fore George, Mr. Ark, luck is all on the dishonest side 
to-day," said the veteran, so soon as he perceived, by the 
direction which the " Dolphin" took, that the encounter 
.was likely to be renewed. *'Send the people to quarters 
again, and clear away the guns ; for we are likely to have 
another bout with the rogues." 

" I would advise a moment's delay," Wilder earnestly 
observed, when he heard his commander issuing an order to 
his people to prepare to deliver their fire, the instant their 
enemy should come within a favourable position. ** Let me 
entreat you to delay ; we know not what may be his present 
intentions." 

" None shall put foot on the deck of the * Dart,* without 
submitting to the authority of her royal master," returned 
the stern old tar. "G'ive it to him, my men ! Scatter the 
rogues from their guns ! and let them know the danger of 
approaching a lion, though he should be crippled ! " 

Wilder saw that the remonstrance was now too late ; for 
a fresh broadside was hurled from the ** Dart,'' to defeat 
any generous intentions that the Rover might entertain. 
The ship of the latter received the iron storm while advanc- 
ing, and immediately deviated gracefully from her course, 
in such a way as to prevent its repetitiorf. Then she was 
seen sweeping towards the bows of the nearly helpless 
cruiser of the king, and a hoarse summons was heard order- 
ing her ensign to be lowered. 

** Come on, ye villians!" shouted the excited Bignall. 
" Con>e and perform the office with your own hands !" 

The graceful ship, as if sensible herself to the taunts of 
her enemy, sprung nigher to the wind^ and shot across the 
fore- foot of the ** Dart," delivering her fire, gun after gun, 
with deliberate and deadly accuracy, full into that defence- 
less portion of her antagonist.' A ornsb like that of meeting 
bodies followed, and then fifty grim visages were seen en- 
tering the scene of carnage, armed with the deadly wcapona 
of personal conflict. The (^hock of so close and so fatal a 
discharge had, for the moment, paralysed the eflorts of the 
assailed ; but no sooner did Bignall and his lieutenant s«.'e 
the dark forms that issued from the smoke on their own 
^'ecks, than, with voices that had not rvc© then lost their 
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autliority, each summoned a band of followers, backed by 
whoni; they bravely dashed into the opposite gangways « 
their ship, to stay the torrent. The first encounter was 
fierce and fatal, both parties receding a little, to wait for 
succour and recover breath. 

" Come on, ye murderous thieves !" cried the dauntless 
veteran, who stood foremost in his own band, conspicuous 
by the locks of gray that floated around his naked head, 
" well do ye know that heaven is with the right !" 

The grim freebooters in his front recoiled and opened ; 
tlien came a sheet of flame from the side of the " Dolphin/* 
through an empty port of her adversary, bearing in its 
centre a hundred deadly missiles. The sword of Bignall 
was flourished furiously and wildly above his head, and his 
voice was still heard crying, till the sounds rattled in his 
throat — 

♦* Come on, ye knaves! come on! — Harry — Harry Ark! 
O God ;— Hurrah !" 

He fell like a log, and died^the unwitting possessor of 
that very commission for which he had toiled throughout a 
life of hardship and danger. Until now, Wilder had made 
good his quarter of the deck, though pressed by a band as 
tierce and daring as his own ; but, at this fearful crisis in 
the combat, a voice was heard in the mel6e, that thrilled 
on all his nerves, and seemed even to carry its fearful 
influence over the minds of his men. 

** Make way there, make way !'* it said, in tones clear, 
deep, and breathing with authority, " make way, and fol- 
low ; no hand but mine shall lower that vaunting flag !'' 
** Stand to your faith, my men!" shouted Wilder in 
reply. Shouts, oaths, imprecations, and groans, formed a 
fearful accompaniment of the rude encounter, which was, 
however, far too violent to continue long. Wilder saw, 
with agony, that numbers and impetuosity were sweeping 
his supporters from around him. Again and again he 
called them to the succour with his voice, or stimulated 
them to daring by his example. 

Friend after friend fell at his feet, until he was driven to 
the utmost extremity of the deck. Here he again rallied a 
little band, against which several furious charges were made 
in Tain. 

** Ha !" exclaimed a voice he well knew ; " death to all 
traitors ! Spit the spy, as you would a dog ! Charge 
through them, my bullies ; a^]lalbert to the hero who shall 
reach his heart !" 

** Avast, ye lubber!" returned the stern tones of 



968 THE RED ROVER. 

staunch Richard. ^^ Here are a white man and a nif^ger at 
yoar service, if yoa've need of a spit'' 

'< Two more of the gang !*' continued the general, aiming 
a blow that threatened to immolate the topman, as he 
spoke. 

A dark half-naked form was interposed to receive the 
descending blade, which fell on the staff of a haif-pike, and 
severed it as though it had been a reed. Nothing daunted 
by the defenceless state in which he found himself, Scipio 
made his way to the front of Wilder, where, with a body 
divested to the waist of every garment, and empty handed, 
he fought with his brawny arms, like one who despised the 
cuts, thrusts, and assaults, of which his athletic frame 
immediately became the helpless subject. 

''Give it to 'em, right and left, Guinea,'' cried Fid; 
" here is one who will come in as a backer, so soon as he 
has stopped the grog of the marine/' 

The parries and science of the unfortunate general were 
at this moment set at nought, by a blow from Richard, 
which broke down all bis defences, descending through cap 
and skull to the jaw. 

'' Hold murderers 1" cried Wilder, who saw the number- 
less blows that were falling on the defenceless body of the 
still undaunted black. ** Strike here ! and spare an unarmed 

man I" 

The sight of our adventurer became confused, for he saw 
the negro fall, dragging with him to the deck two of his 
assailants; and then a voice, deep as the emotion which 
such a scene might create, appeared to utter in the very 
portals of his ear, — 

'<Our work is done I He that strikes another blow 
makes an enemy of me." 



CHAPTER XXXr. 

-— ** Tike him hence ; 

The vrnole world shall not saye him." 

CffmbtBme» 

The recent gust had not passed more fearfully and sudden- 
ly over the ship than the scene just related. But the 
smiling aspect or the tranquil sky, and bright tun of the 
Caribbean sea, found no parallel in the horroni that suo- 
'leded the combat. The momentary confusion which 
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accompanied the fall of Scipio soon disappeared, and Wilder 
was left to gaze on the wreck of all the boasted powers of 
his cruiser, and on that waste of haman life which had been 
tho attendants of the struggle. The former has already 
been sufficiently described ; but a short account of the pre- 
sent state of the actors may serve to elucidate the events 
that are to follow. 

Within a few yards of the place he was permitted to 
occupy himself, stood the motionless form of the Rover. A. 
second glance was necessary, however, to recognise in the 
grim visage, to which the boarding- cap already mentioned 
lent a look of artificial ferocity, the usually bland counte- 
nance of the individual. As the eye of Wilder roamed 
over the swelling, erect, and still triumphant figure, it was 
diihcult not to fancy that even the stature had been suddenly 
and unaccountably increased. One hand rested on the hilt 
of a yataghan, which, by the crimson drops that flowed along 
its curved blade, had evidently done fatal service in the 
fray ; and one foot was placed, seemingly with supernatural 
weight, on that national emblem which it had been his pride 
to lower. His eye was wandering sternly, but understand^ 
ingly, over the scene, though he spoke not, nor in any other 
manner betrayed the deep interest he felt in the past. At 
his side, and nearly within the circle of his arm, stood the 
cowering form of the boy, Roderick, unprovided with wea- 
pon, his garments sprinkled with blood, his eye contracted, 
wild, and fearful, and his face pallid as those in whom the 
tide of life had just ceased to circulate. 

Here and there were to be seen the wounded captives, 
still sullen and unconquered in spirit, while many of their 
scarcely less fortunate enemies lay in their blood around 
the deck, with such gleamings of ferocity on their counte- 
nances as plainly denoted that the current of their medita- 
tions was still running on vengeance. The uninjured and 
the slightly wounded of both bands, were already pursuing 
their different objects of plunder or of secretion. 

But, so thorough was the discipline established by the 
leader of the freebooters, so absolute his power, that blow 
had not been struck, nor blood drawn, since the moment 
when his prohibitory mandate was heard. There had been 
enough of destruction, however, to have satisfied their most 
gluttonous longings, had human life been the sole object-of 
the assault. Wilder felt many a pang, as the marble-like 
features of humble friend or faithful servitor came, one after 
another, under his recognition ; but the shock was greater 
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when his eye fell opon the rigid and still frowning counten- 
ance of his veteran commander. 

*' Captain Heidegger/' he said, struggling to maintain the 
fortitude which beeame the moment, " the fortune of the 
day is yours ; I ask mercy and kindness in behalf of the sur 
vivors/' 

''They shall be granted to those who^of right may claim 
them : I hope it may be found that all are included in this 
promise/' ' 

The voice of the Rover was solemn and full of meaning, 
and it appeared to convey more than the simple import of 
the words. Wilder might have mused long and vainly, how- 
ever, on the equivocal manner in which he had been an- 
swered, hadnot the approach of a body of the hostile crew, 
among whom he instantly rec<^nised the most prominent of 
the late mutineers of the ** Dolphin/' speedily supplied a 
clue to the hidden meaning of their leader, 

*^ We claim the execution of our ancient laws !" sternly 
commenced the foremost of the gang, addressing his chief 
with a brevity and an air of fierceness which the late combat 
might well have generated, if not excused. 
, ''What wouldyyou want?" 

" The lives of traitors !'' was the sullen answer. 

" You know the conditions of our service. If any such are 
in our power, let them meet their fate." 

Had any doubt remained in the mind of Wilder as to the 
meaning of these terrible claimants of justice, it would have 
vanished at the sullen ominous manner with which he and 
his two companions were immediately dragged before the 
lawless chief. Though the love of life was strong and active 
in his breast, it was not, even in that fearful moment, exhi- 
bited in any deprecating or unmanly form. Not for an in- 
stant did his mind waver, or his thoughts wander to any 
subterfuge that might prove unworthy of his profession or 
his former character. One anxious enquiring look was fas 
tened on the eye of him whose power alone might save him. 
He witnessed the short severe struggle of regret that softened 
the rigid muscles of the Rover's countenance, and then he 
saw the instant, cold, and calm composure which settled on 
every one of its disciplined lineaments. He knew at once 
that the feelings of the man were smothered in the duty of 
th» chief, and more was unnecessary to teach him the utter 
hopelessness of his condition. Scorning to render his state 
degrading by useless remonstrances, the youth remained, 
where his accusers had seen fit to place him — firm, motion- 
less, and silent. 
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"What would ye have?" the Rover was at length heard 
to say, in a voice that even his iron nerves scarce rendered 
deep and full-toned as common. *^ What ask ye ? *' 

" Their lives ! " 

" I understand you ; go, they are at your mercy/' 

Notwithstanding the horrors of the scene through which 
he had just passed, and that high and lofty excitement 
which had sustained him through the fight, the deliberate 
solemn tones with which his judge delivered a sentence that 
he knew consigned him to a hasty and ignominious death, 
shook the frame of our adventurer nearly to insensibility. 
The blood recoiled backward to his heart, and the sickening 
sensation that beset his brain threatened to upset his reason. 
But the shock passed on the instant, leaving him erect, and 
seemingly proud and firm as ever, and certainly with no 
evidence of mortal weakness that human eye could dis- 
cover. 

** For myself nothing is demanded," he said, with admir- 
able steadiness. '* I know your self-enacted laws condemn 
me to a miserable fate ; but for these ignorant, confiding, 
faithful followers, I claim — nay beg, entreat, implore your 
mercy ; they knew not what they did, and" — 

'* Speak to these !" said the Rover, pointing with an avert- 
ed eye to the fierce knot by which he was surrounded. 
''These are your judges, and the sole ministers of mercy." 

Strong and nearly unconquerable disgust was apparent in 
the manner of the youth, but with a mighty efibrt he sub- 
dued it, and, turning to the crew, continued — 

** Then even to these will I humble myself in petitions. 
Ye are men, and ye are mariners " — 

" Away with him ! " exclaimed the croaking Nightingale ; 
'^ he preaches ! away with him to the yard-arm ! away I " 

The shrill long-drawn winding of the call which the cal- 
lous boatswain sounded in bittei mockery, was answered 
by an echo from twenty voices, in which the accents of 
nearly as many different people mingled in hoarse discord- 
ancy, as they shouted—- 

'* To the yard-arm ! away with the three ! away ! " 

Wilder cast a last glance of appeal at the Rover, but he 
met no look in return from a face that was intentionally 
averted. Then, with a burning brain, he felt himself rudely 
transferred from the quarter-deck into the centre and less 
privileged portion of the ship. The violence of the passage, 
the hurried reeving of cords, and all the fearful preparations 
of a nautical execution, appeared but the business of a n> 
ment to him who stood so near the vei^ge of time. 
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" A yellow flag for punishment!" bawled the revengeful 
captain of the forecastle ; " let the gentleman sail on his last 
cruise under the rogue's ensign ! " 

** A yellow flag ! a yellow flag ! " echoed twenty taunting 
throats. " Down with the Rover's ensign, and up with the 
colours of the prevot-marshal ! A yellow flag ! a yellow 

flag ! " 

The hoarse laughter and mocking merriment with which 
this coarse device was received, stirred the ire of Fid, who 
had submitted in silence, so far, to the rude treatment he 
received, for no other reason than that he thought his supe- 
rior was the best qualiQed to utter the little which it might 
be necessary to say. 

" Avast, ye villains ! " he hotly exclaimed, prudence and 
moderation losing their influence under the excitement of 
scornful anger; "ye cut-throat, lubberly villains! That 
ye are villains, is to be proved in your teeth, by your get- 
ting your sailing orders from the devil; and that ye are 
lubbers, any man may see by the fashion in which ye have 
rove this cord about imy throat. A fine jam will ye make 
with a turn in your whip ! But ye*ll all come to know 
how a man is to be decently hanged, ye rouges, ye will. 
Ye'll all come honestly by the knowledge in your day, ye 

"Clear the turn, and run him upr shouted one, two, 
three voices, in rapid succession ; " a clear whip, and a swift 
run to heaven !" 

Happily, a fresh burst of riotous clamour from one of the 
hatchways, interrupted the intention ; and then was heard 

the cry of— 

" A priest ! a priest ! Pipe the rogues to prayers, before 
they take their dance on nothing !" 

The ferocious laughter with which the freebooters received 
this sneeringi proposal, was hushed as suddenly, as though 
One answered to their mockery, from that mercy-seat whose 
power they so sacrilegiously braved, when a deep-menacing 
voice was heard in their midst, saying— 

" By heaven ! if touch, or look, be laid too boldly on a 
prisoner in this ship, he who offends had better beg the fate 
ye give these miserable men, than meet my anger. Stand 
off, I bid you, and let the chaplain approach !" 

Kvery bold hand was instantly withdrawn, and each pro- 
fane lip was closed in tremblings silence, giving the terrified 
and horror-stricken subject of their liberties, room and op- 
portunity to advance to the scene of punishment. 

" See/^ said the Rover, in calmer, but yet deeply autho- 



THE RED ROVER* - ^73 

ritative tones ; ^' you are a minister of God, and your office 
is sacred charity ; if you haf e aught to smooth the dying 
moment to fellow-mortal, haste to impart it." 

*' In what have these offended?" demanded the divine, 
when power was given to speak. 

" No matter — it is enough that their hour is near. If you 
would lift your voice in prayer, fear nothing. The unusual 
sounds shall he welcome even here. Ay, and these mis- 
creants who so holdly surround you, shall kneel, and he 
mute as heings whose souls |are touched hy the holy rite. 
Scoffers shall be dumb, and unbelievers respectful, at my 
beck* — Speak freely." 

^' Scourge of the seas !" commenced the chaplain, across 
whose pallid features a flash of holy excitement had cast its 
glow, '' remorseless violator of the laws of man ! audacious 
contemner of the mandates of your God ! a fearful retribu- 
tion shall avenge this crime. Is it not enough that you have 
this day consigned so many to a sudden end, but your ven- 
geance must be glutted with more blood ? beware the hour 
when these things shall be visited, in almighty power, on 
your own devoted head !'* 

'* Look !" said the Rover, smiling, but with an expression 
that was haggard, in spite of the unnatural exultation that 
struggled about his quivering lip ; " here are the evidences 
of the manner in which heaven protects the right !" 

'* Though its awful justice be hidden in inscrutable wis- 
dom for a time, deceive not thyself, — the hour is at hand 
when it shall be seen and felt in majesty !" The voice of 
the chaplain became suddenly choked, for his wandering 
eye had fallen on the frowning countenance of Bignall, which 
set in death, lay but half concealed beneath that flag which 
the Rover himself had cast upon the body. Then, sum- 
moning his energies, he continued, in the clear and ad- 
monitory strain that befitted his saered calling. — " They tell 
me you are but half lostto feeling for your kind ; and, though 
the seeds of better principles, of better days, are smothered 
in your heart, that they still exist, and might be quickened 
into goodly" — 

" Peace ! you speak In vain. To your duty with these 
men, or be silent." 

" Is their doom sealed V* 

" It is." 

" Who says it ?" demanded a low voice at the elbow of 
the Rover, which, coming upon his ear at that moment, 
thrilled upon his most latent nerve, chasing the blood from 
Lis cheek to the secret recesses of his frame. But the weak' 
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neM had already pass^ away with the surprise, as he calmly 
and almost instantly answered*^ 

"The law." 

" The law !" repeated the governess. " Can they who set 

all order at defiance — who despise each human regulation 

talk of law ! Say it is heartless vindictive vengeance, if 
you will, hut call it not by the sacred name of law. — I wan- 
der from my object ! They have told me of this frightfal 
scene, and I am come to offer ransom for the offenders. 
Name your price, and let it be worthy of the object we re- 
deem ; a grateful parent shall freely give it all for the pre- 
server of this child." 

** If gold will purchase] the lives you wish,'* the other in- 
teirnpted, with the swiftness of thought, *^it is here in hoards, 
and ready on the moment. What say my people ? will they 
take ransom V i 

A short brooding pause succeeded ; and then a low omin- 
ous murmur was raised in the throng, announcing their re- 
luctance to dispense with vengeance. A scornful glance 
shot from the glowing eye of the Rover, across the fierce 
countenances by which he was environed ; his lips moved 
with vehemeace ; but, as if he disdained further interoes- 
sion, nothing was uttered for the ear. Turning to the divine, 
he added, with all the former composure of his wonderfal 
manner — 

^* Forget not your sacred office — time is leaving us." He 
was then moving slowly aside, in imitation of the governess, 
who had already veiled her features from the revolting 
scene, when Wilder addressed him. 

'' For the service you would have done me, from my soul 
I thank you," he said. '^ If you would know that I leave 
you in peace, give yet one solemn assurance before I die." 

" To what ?" 

'< Promise that they who came with me into your ship, 
shall leave it unharmed, and speedily." 

'* Promise, Walter," said a solemn smothered voice in the 
throng. . . 

" I do." 

" I ask no more. — Now, reverend minister of God, perform 
thy holy office near my companions ; their ignorance may 
profit by your service. If I quit this bright and glorious 
scene, without thought and gratitude to that Being who, I 
humbly trust, has made me an heritor of greater things, 1 
offend wittingly and without hope ; but these may find con- 
solation in your prayers." 
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Amid an awfal and breathing; silence, the chaplain ap- 
proached the devoted companions of Wilder. Their com- 
paratiye insig^nificance had left them unobseryed durin^c 
most of the foregoing scene; and material changes ha(| 
occurred^ unheeded, in theii situation. Fid was seated on 
the deck, his collar unbuttoned, his neck encircled with 
the fatal cord, sustaining the head of the nearly helpless 
black, which he had pli^d, with singular tenderness and 
care, in his lap, 

'* This man, at least, will disappoint the malice of his 
enemies,'' said the diyine, taking the hard hand of the negro 
into his own ; '' the termination of his wrongs and bis de- 
gradation approaches ; he will soon be far beyond the reach 
of human injustice. — Friend, by what name is your com- 
panion known?" 

'^ It is little matter how you hail a dying man,'' returned 
Richard, with a melancholy shake of the head. *' He has 
commonly been entered on the ship's books as Scipio Africa, 
coming, as he did, from the coast of Guinea ; but, if yoa 
call him Sip, he will not be slow to understand." 

*' Has he known baptism ? Is he a Christian?*' 

</ If he be not, I don't know who the deyil is 1" responded 
Richard, with an asperity that might be deemed a little un- 
seasonable. *' A man who senres his country — is true to his 
messmate, and has no skulk about him — I call a saint, so 
far as mere religion goes. I say, Guinea, my hearty, give 
the chaplain a gripe of the fist, if you call yourself a Chris- 
tian. A Spanish windlass wouldn't give a stronger screw 
than the knuckles of that nigger, an hour ago; and now, you 
see to what a giant may be brought." 

'' His latter moment is indeed near. Shall I o£fer a prayer 
for the health of the departing spirit?" 

^' I don't know, I don't know !" answered Fid, gulphing 
bis words, and ottering a hem, that was still deep and 
powerful, as in the brightest and happiest of his days. 
«< When there is so little time given to a poor fellow to speak 
his mind in, it may be well to let him have a chance to do 
most of the talking. Something may come uppermost which 
he would like to send to his friends in Africa ; in which case 
we may as well be looking out for a proper messenger. 
Hah ! what Is it, boy ? You see he is already trying to rouse 
something up out of his ideas." 

*' Misser Fid— he'm take a collar," said the black, stm^ 
gling for utterance. 

" Ay, ay," returned Richard, again clearing his throft' 
and looking to the right and left fieicely, as if he were ser^ 
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ing some object on which towreak his yengeance. " Ay, 
ay, Guinea ; put your mind at ease on that point, and, for 
that matter, on ali others. You shall have a grave as deep 
a^ the sea, and Christian burial, boy, if this here parson will 
Bland by his work. Any small message you may have for 
your friends shall be logg'd, and put in the way of coming to 
their ears. You have had much foul weather in your time, 
Guinea', and some squalls have whistled about yonr head 
that might have been spared, mayhap, had your colour been 
a shade or two lighter. For that matter, it may be that I 
have rode you down a little too close myself, boy, when 
over-heated with the conceit of skin ; for all which may 
the Lard forgive me as freely as I hope you will do the same 
thing." 

The negro made a fruitless effort to rise, endeavouring 
to grasp the hand of the other, saying, as he did so — 

" Misser Fid beg a pardon of a black man ! Masser aloft 
forget he'm all, masser Richard ; he t'ink 'em no more.'' 

** It will be what I call a d — ^'d generous thing, if he does," 
returned Richard, whose sorrow and whose conscience had 
stirred up his uncouth feelings to an extraordinary degree. 
'' There's the affair of slipping off the wreck of the smuggler 
has never been properly settled atween us, neither, and 
many other small services of like nature, for which, d'ye 
see, I'll just thank you, while there is opportunity ; for no 
one can say whether we shall ever be borne again on the 
same ship's books." 

A feeble sign from his companion caused the topman to 
pause, while he endeavoured to construe its meaning as 
well as he was able. With a facility that was in some de- 
gree owing to the character of the individual, his construc- 
tion of the other's meaning was favourable to himself, as 
was quite evident by the manner in which he resumed — 

*^ Well, well, mayhap ye may. I suppose they berth the 
people there in some such order as is done here below, in 
which case we may be put within hailing distance, after all. 
Our sailing orders are both signed ; though, as you seem 
likely to slip your cable before these thieves are ready to 
run me up, you will be getting the best of the wind. I shall 
/lot say much concerning any signals it may be necessary 
to make, in order to make one another out aloft, taking it 
for granted that you will not. overlook Master Harry, on 
account of the small advantage you may have in being 
the first to shove off, intending myself to keep as close as 
possible in his wake, which will give me the tMofold ivl- 
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Tantage of knowing I am on the right tack, and of falling in 
with you'' — 

'* These are evil words, and fatal alike to your own future 
peace, and to that of your unfortunate friend/' interrupted 
the divine. *^ His reliance must be placed on One, different 
in aJI his attributes from your officer, to follow whom, or to 
consult whose frail conduct, would be the height of madness. 
Place your faith on another^' — 

"Ifldomaylbe " 

'* Peace,'' said Wilder. ** The black would speak to me." 

Scipio had turned his looks in the direction of his officer, 
and was making another feeble effort towards extending his 
hand. As Wilder placed the member within the grasp of 
the dying negro, the latter succeeded in laying it on his lips, 
and then, flourishing with a convulsive movement that 
herculean arm which he had so lately, and so successfully, 
brandished in defence of his master, the limb stiffened and 
fell, though the eyes still continued their affectionate and 
glaring gaze on tliat countenance he had so long loved, and 
which, in the midst of all his long-endured wrongs, had 
never reftised to meet his look of love in kindness. A low 
murmur followed this scene, and then complaints succeeded, 
in a louder strain, till more than one voice was heard openly 
muttering its discontent that vengeance should be so long 
delayed. 

" Away with them !*' shouted an ill-omened voice from 
the throng. " Into the sea with the carcass, and up with 
the living.'* 

''Avast r* burst out of the chest of Fid, with an awful - 
ness and depth that stayed even the daring movements of 
that lawless moment. "Who dare to cast a seaman into 
the brine, with the dying look standing in his lights, and 
his last words still in his messma^'s earsP Ha! would 
ye stopper the fins of a man as you would pin a lobster's 
claw ! That for your fastenings and your lubberly knots 
together ! " The excited topman snapped the lines by 
which his elbows had been imperfectly secured, while speak- 
ing, and immediately lashed the boay of the black to his 
own, though his words received no interruption from a pro- 
cess that was executed with all a seaman's dexterity.. 
** Where was the man in your lubberly crew that could lay 
upon a yard with this here black, or haul upon a lee-earing, 
wnile he held the weather-line P Could any one of you 
all give up his rations, in order that a sick messmate might 
fare the better P or work a double tide, to spare the weak 

2 K 3 ..-— ^ \ 
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arm of a friend P Show me one who had as little dodge 
under fire, as a sound mainmast, and I will show all that 
is left of his better. And now sway upon your whip, and 
thank God that the honest end goes up, while the rogues 
are suffered to keep their footing for a time.*' 

•* Sway away !" echoed Nightingale, seconding the hoarse 
iounds 01 his voice by the winding of his call ; " away with 
them to heaven." 

** Hold !'* exclaimed the chaplain, happily arresting the 
cord before it had yet done its fatal office. ** For His sake, 
whose mercy may one day be needed by the most hardened 
of ye all, give but another moment of time ! What mean 
these words P read I aright, — * Ark of Lynnhaven !' ** 

** Ay, ay," said Richard, loosening the rope a little, in 
order to speak with greater freedom, and transferring the 
last morsel of the weed from his box to his mouth, as he 
answered ; " seeing you are an apt scholar, no wonder you 
make it out so easily, though written by a hand that was 
always better with a marling-spike than a quill." 

" But whence came the words? and why do you bear 
those names, thus written indelibly in the skin P— ratience, 
men ! monsters ! demons ! Would ye deprive the dying 
man of even a minute of that precious time which becomes 
so dear to all, as life is leaving us P" 

"Give yet another minute I " said a deep voice from 
behind. 

** Whence come the words, I ask P" again the chaplain 
demanded. 

** They are neither more nor less than the manner in 
which a circumstance was logged, which is now of no con- 
sequence, seeing that the cruise is nearly up with all who 
are chiefly concerned. The black spoke of the collar ; but, 
then, he thought I migfet be staying in port, while he was 
drifting between heaven and earth, in search of his last 
moorings." 

" Is there aught here that I should know P" interrupted 
the eager, tremulous voice of Mrs. Wyllys. ** Oh, Merton ! 
why these questions P Has my yearning been prophetic ? 
Does nature give so mysterious a warning of its claim !" 

" Hush, dearest Madam ! your thoughts wander from 

Erobabilities, and my faculties become confused. — * Ark, of 
ynnhaven,* was the name of an estate in the islands, be- 
longing to a near and dear friend, and it was the place 
where 1 received, and whence I sent to the main, the pre- 
cious tnist you confided to my care. But" — 
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" Say on !" exclaimed the lady, rushihg madly in front 
of Wilder, ar-i seizing the cord which, a moment before, 
had been tightened nearly to his destruction, stripping it 
from his throat with a sort of supernatural dexterity : •' It 
was not, then, the name of a ship ?'* 

" A ship '. surely not. But what mean these hopes— 
these fears ?'* 

*' The collar— the collar — speak ! what of that collar?" 

* It means no great things, now, my lady," returned Fid, 
very coolly placing himself in the same condition as Wil- 
der, by profiting by the liberty of his arms, and loosening 
bis own neck from the halter, notwithstanding a movement 
made by some of the people to prevent it, which was, how- 
ever, staid by a look from their leader's eyes. ** I will 
first cast loose this here rope ; seeing that it is neither de- 
cent, nor safe, for an ignorant man Tike me, to enter into 
such unknown navigation, a-head of his officer. The collar 
was just the necklace of the dog, which is here to be seen 
on the arm of poor Guinea, who was, in most respects, a 
man for whose equal one might long look in vain." 

''Read it," said the governess, a film passin}!^ before her 
own eyes ; ** read it," she added, motioning, with a quiver- 
ing hand, to the divine to peruse the inscription, that was 
distinctly legible on the plate of brass. 

*' Holy Dispenser of good ! what is this I see ? * Neptune, 
the property of Paul de Lacey V " 

A loud cry burst from the lips of the governess; her 
hands were clasped one single instant upward, in that 
thanksgiving which oppressed her soul, and then, as recol- 
lection returned, Wilder was pressed fondly, franticly, to 
her bosom, while her voice was heard to say, in the pierc- 
ing tones of all-powerful nature, — 

" My child ! my child ! — ^You will not — cannot — dare 
not, rob a long-stricken and bereaved mother of her offspring. 
Give me back my son, ray noble. son! and I will weary 
heaven with prayers in your behalf. Ye are brave, and can- 
not be deaf to mercy. Ye are men, who have lived in con- 
stant >iew of God's majesty, and will not refuse to listen to 
this evidence of his pleasure. Give roe my child, and I 
yield all else. He is of a race long honoured upon the seas, 
and no mariner will be deaf to his claims. The widow of 

de Lacey, the daughter of-: , cries for mercy. Their 

united blood is in his veins, and it will not be spilt by you ! 
A mother bows herself to the dust before your to ask mercy 
for her offspring. Oh, Give me ray child ! my child !" 

As the words of the petitioner '^y^- upon the ear, a f 



380 THE RED ROVER. 

nes8 settled on the place, that might h^\e been likened to 
the holy calm which the entrance of better feelings leaves 
upon the soul of the sinner, ^he grim freebooters regarded 
each other in doabt; the workings of natare manifesting 
themselves in the gleamings of even their stern and harden- 
ed visages. Still, the desire for vengeance had got too firm 
a hold of their minds, to be dispossessed at a word. The re- 
sult would yet have been doubtful, had not one suddenly 
re-appeared in their midst, who never ordered in vain ; and 
who knew how to guide, to quell, or to mount and trample 
on their humours, as his own pleasure dictated. For half 
a minute, he looked around him, bis eye still following the 
circle, which receded as he gazed, until even those longest 
accustomed to yield to his will began to wonder at the ex- 
traordinary aspect in which it was now exhibited. The 
gaze was wild and bewildered ; and the face pallid as that 
of the petitioning mother. Three times did the lips sever, 
before sound issued from the caverns of his chest; then 
arose, on the attcntiv<e ears of the breathless! and listening 
crowd, a voice that seemed equally charged with inward 
emotion and high authority. With a haughty gesture of 
the hand, and a manner that was too well understood to be 
mistaken, he said,*— 

"Disperse! ye know my justice; but ye know I will be 
obeyed. My pleasure shall be known to-morrow." 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



■"This is he; 



Who hath upoa him still that natural stamp ; 
It was wise Nature's end in the donation^ 
To be his evidence now.'' 

Shakspeare. 

That morrow came ; and, with it, an entire change in the 
scene and character of our tale. The " Dolphin" and the 
" Dart" were sailing in amity, side by side ; the latter again 
bearing the ensign of England, and the former 'carrying a 
naked gaff. The injuries of the gust and the combat, had 
so far been repaired that, to a common eye, each gallant 
vessel was again prepared equally to encounter the hazards 
of the ocean or of warfare. A long blue hazy streak to the 
north, proclaimed the proximity of the land ; and some 
three or four light coasters of that region whiob wer« 
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»HiUng nigh, announced how little ot hostility existed in 
the present purposes of the freebooters. 

What those designs were, however, still remained a secret, 
buried in the bosom of the Rover alone* Doubt, wonder, 
and distrust, were each in its turn to be traced, not only in 
the features of his captives, but in those of his own crew. 
Throughout the whole of the long night which had succeed' 
ed the events of the important day just passed, he had been 
seen to pace the poop in brooding silence. The little he 
had muttered was merely to direct the movements of the 
vessel ; and when any ventured with other design to approach 
liis person, a sign, that none there dared to disregard secured 
him the solitude he wished. Once or twice, indeed, the boy 
Roderick was seen hovering at his elbow, but it was as 
a guardian spirit would be fancied to linger near the object 
of its care, unobtrusively, and, it might also be added, invi- 
sible. When, however, the sun came burnished and glorious, 
out of the waters of the east, a gun was fired, to bring a 
coaster to the side of the *^ Dolphin ;" and then it seemed 
that the curtain was to be raised on the closing scene of the 
drama. With his crew assembled on the deck beneath, and 
the principal personages among his captives, beside him on 
the poop, the Rover addressed the former.— 

** Years have united us by a common fortune," he said. 
**We have long, been submissive to the same laws. If I 
have been prompt to punish, I have been ready to obey. 
You cannot charge me with injustice. But the covenant is 
now ended. I take back my pledge, and I return you your 
faiths. Nay, frown not — hesitate not — murmur not 1 The 
compact ceases, and our laws are ended. Such were the 
conditions of the service. I give you your liberty, and 
little do I claim in return. That you need have no grounds 
of reproach, I bestow my treasure. See," he added, raising 
that bloody ensign with which he had so often braved the 
power of the nations, and exhibiting beneath it sacks of 
that metal which has so long governed the world; *'seel 
this was mine; it is now yours. It shall be put in yonder 
coaster ; there I leave you, to bestow it yourselves on tbose 
you may deem most worthy. Go ; the land is nSar. Dis- 
perse, for your own sakes ; nor hesitate ; for, without me, 
well do you know that vessel of the king would be your 
master. The ship is already mine ; of all the rest, I claim 
these prisoners alone for my portion. Farewell !" 
• Silent amazement succce.<Ied this unlooked-for address. 
There was, indeed, for a moment, some disposition to rebel; 
but the measures of the Rover ba*? been too well taken f 



388 THE RED ROVER. 

lesistance. The '^ Dart" lay on her beam, with her people 
at their guDS, matches lighted, and a heavy battery. Un- 
prepared, wiUioata leader, and surprised, opposition would 
have been madness. The first astonishment had scarce 
abated, before each freebooter rashed to secnre his indivi- 
dual effects, and to transfer them to the deck of the coaster. 
When all but the crew of a single* boat had left the '' Dol- 
phin,'' the promised gold was sent, and then the loaded 
craft was seen hastily seeking the shelter of some secret 
crehk, Dving this scene, the Rover bad again been silent 
as death. He next turned to Wilder, and making a mighty 
but successful effort to still his feelings, he added, — 

*' Now must we too part. I commend my wounded to 
your care. They are necessarily with your surgeons. I 
know the trust I give you will not be abused.^' 

** My word is the pledge of their safety,'' returned the 
young de Lacey. 

*' I believe you. — Lady/' he added, approaching the elder 
of the females, with an air in which earnestness and hesi- 
tation strongly contended, '' if a proscribed and guilty man 
may still address you, grant yet a favour," 

** Name it ; a mother's ear can never be deaf to him who 
has spared her child." 

'< When you petition heaven for that child, then forget 
not that there is another being who may still profit by your 
prayers I-*-no more. — And now," he continued, looking about 
him like one who was determined to be equal to the pang of 
the moment,* however difficult it might prove, and surveying 
with an eye of painful regret, [those naked decks which 
were so lately teeming with scenes of life and revelry ; ** and 
now — ay — now we part ! The boat awaits you." 

Wilder had soon seen his mother and Grertrudc into the 
pinnace, but he still lingered on the deck himself. 

" And you !" he said, " what will become of you ?" 

"I shall shortly be — forgotten. — Adieu !" 

The manner in which the Rover spoke forbade de- 
lay. The young man hesitated, squeezed his hand^ and left 
him. 

When Wilder found himself restored to his proper vessel, 
of which the death of Bignall had left him in command, he 
immediately issued the order to fill her sails, and to steer for 
the nearest haven of his country. So long as sight could 
read the movements of the man who remained on the decks of 
the " Dolphin," not a look was avert&d from the still motion- 
less object. She lay with her maintop-sail to the mast, sta- 
tionary as some beautiful fabric placed there by fairy nower, 
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itill loyely in her proportions/ and perfect in all herfiaiis. 
A human form was seen •wiftly pacing her poop, and by 
it9 side glided one who looked like a lessened shadow of that 
restless figure. At length distance swallowed these indistinct 
images ; and then the eye was wearied in vain to trace the 
internal movements of the distant ship. Bat doabt was soon 
ended. Suddenly a streak of flame flashed from herdeeks, 
springing fiercely from sail to sail. A vast cloud of smoke 
broke out of the hull, and then came the deadened roar of 
artillery. To this succeeded, for a time, the awful, and yet 
attractive spectacle of a burning ship. The whole was ter- 
minated by an immense canopy of smoke, and an explosion 
that caused the sails of the distant ^* Dart'' to waver, as 
though the winds of the trades were deserting their etcinal 
direction. When the cloud had lifted from the ocean, an 
empty waste of water was seen beneath ; and none might 
mark the spot where so lately had floated that beautiful 
specimen of human ingenuity. Some of those who ascended 
to the upper masts of the cruiser, and were aided by glasses, 
believed, indeed, they could discern a solitary speck upon 
the sea, but whether it was a boat, or some fragment of the 
wreck, was never known. 

From that time the history of the dreaded Red Rover 
became gradually lost, in the fresher incidents of those event- 
ful seas. But the mariner, long after, was known to shorten 
the watches of the night, by recounting scenes of mad enter- 
prise that were thought to have occurred under his auspices. 
Humour did not fall to embellish and pervert them, until 
the |real character, and even name of the individual were 
confounded with the actors of other atrocities. Scenes of 
higher and more ennobling interest, too, were occuring on 
the western continent, to efface the circumstances of a legend 
that many deemed wild and improbable. The British colo- 
nies of North America had revolted against the government 
of the crown, and a weary war was bringing the contesPto a 
successful issue. Newport, the opening scene of this tale, 
had been successively occupied by the arms of the king, and 
by those of that monarch who had sent the chivalry of his 
nation to aid in stripping his rival of her vast possessions. 

The beautiful haven had sheltered hostile fleets, and the 
peaceful villas had often rung with the merriment of youth- 
ful soldiers. More than twenty years after the events just 
related, h -nX been added to the long record of time, when 
the island town witnessed the rejoicings of another festival. 
The allied forces had compelled the most enterprising leade* 
of the British troops to yield himself and army captives 
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their numbers and skill. The struggle was believed to be 
over, and the worthy townsmen had, as usual, been loud 
in the manifestations of their pleasure. The rejoicingis, 
however' ceased with the day, and as night gathered over 
the place, the little city was resuming its customary pro- 
vincial tranquillity. A gallant frigate, which lay in the 
very spot where the vessel of the Rover had first been seen, 
had already lowered the gay assemblage of friendly en- 
signs which had been spread in the usual order of a gala 
day. A flag of intermingled colours, and bearing a constel- 
lation of bright and rising stars, alone was floating at her 
gaf!*. Just at this moment, another cruiser, but one of far 
less magnitude, was seen entering the roadstead, bearing 
also the friendly ensign of the new States. Headed by tlie 
tide, and deserted by the breeze, she soon dropped an an- 
chor in the pass between Connanicut and Rhodes, when a 
boat was seen making for the inner harbour, impelled b^' the 
arms of ^six powerful rowers. As the barge approached a 
^etired and lonely wharf, a solitary observer of its movements 
was enabled to see that it contained a curtained litter, and 
a single female form. Before the curiosity which such a 
sight would be apt to create in the breast of one like the 
spectator mentioned, had time to exercise itself in conjec- 
tures, the oars were tossed, the boat had touched the piles, 
and borne by the seamen, the litter, attended by the woman, 
stood before him. 

" Tell me, I pray you," said a voice, in whose tones grief 
and resignation were singularly combined, if Captain Henry 
de Lacey, of the continental marine, has a residence in this 
town of Newport?" 

*' That has he," answered the aged man addressed by the 
female ; *^ that has he ; or, as one might say, two ; since yon- 
der frigate is no lessbis than the dwelling on the hill just by." 

'* Thou art too old to point out the way; but ifgrand- 
chi!(l, or idlerof any sortbe near, here is silvertoreward him.*' 

** Lord, help you, lady !" returned the other, casting an 
oblique 'glance at her appearance, as a sort of salvo for the 
term, and pocketing the trifling piece she oflered, with sin- 
gular care; '*Lord help you, madam! old though I am, 
and something worn down by hardships and marvellous 
adventures, both by sea and land, yet will I gladly do so 
small an oltice for one of your condition. Follow, and you 
shall see that your pilot is not altogether unused to the path." 

The old man turned, and was leading the way off the 
wharf, even before he had completed the assurance of his 
Coasted ability. The seamen and the female foUowedj tho 
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latter walking sorrowfully and in silence by theside of Ibe litter 

** If you have need of refreshment," said their guide 
pointing over bis shoulder, *' yonder is a well known inn, 
and one much frequented in its time by mariners. Neigh- 
bour Joram and the ' Foul Anchor ' have bad a reputalion 
in their day, as well as the greatest warrior in the land ; 
and though honest Joe is gathered-in for the general har- 
vest, the bouse stands as firm as the day he first entered it. 
A goodly end he made, and profitable is it to the weak- 
minded sinner to keep such an example before his eyes !" 

A low smothered sound issued from the litter, but though 
the guide stopped to listen, it was succeeded by no other 
evidence of the character of its tenant. 

'* The sick man is in suffering,'' he resumed ; *^ but bodily 
pain, and all afflictions which we suffer in the flesh, must 
have their allotted time. I have lived to see seven bloody 
and cruel wars, of which this which now rages, is, I humbly 
trust, to be the last. Of the wonders which I witnessed, 
and the bodily dangers which I compassed in the sixth, eye 
bath never beheld, nor can tongue utter their equal !" 

" Time hath dealt hardly by you, friend," meekly inter- 
rupted the female. '* This gold may add a few more com- 
fortable days to those that are already past * 

The cripple — for their conductor was lame as well as 
aged — received the offering with gratitude, apparently too 
much occupied in estimating its amount, to give any more 
of his immediate attention to the discourse. In the deep 
silence that succeeded, the party reached the door of the 
villa they sought. 

It was now night ; the short twilight of the season having 
disappeared while the bearers of the litter had been ascend- 
ing the hill. A loud rap was given on the door by the 
guide, and then he was told that his services were no longer 
needed. 

** I have seen much and hard service," he replied, " and 
well do I know that the prudent mariner docs not dismiss 
the pilot until the ship is safely moored. <* Perhaps old 
Madam dcLacey is abroad,|or the captain himself may not" — 

*' Enough ; here is one who will answer all our questions.' 

The portal was now in truth opened, and a man appeared 
on its threshold, holding a light. The appearance of the 
porter was not, however, of the most encouraging aspect. 
A certain air, which can neither be assumed nor gotten rid 
of, proclaimed him a son of the ocean, while a wooden limb, 
which .served to prop a portion of his still square and athletic 
bodyi sufficiently proved be was one who^bad not attaine^* 
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the experience of his hardy calling without some bodily 
risk. His countenance, as he held the light above his bead, 
in order to scan the persons of the group without, was dog- 
matic, scowling, and a little fierce. He was not long, how- 
ever, in recognising the cripple, of whom he unceremo- 
niously demanded the object of what he was pleased to 
term **snch a night squall. 

'* Here is a wounded mariner/' returned the female, with 
tones so tremulous that they instantly softened the heart 
of the nautical Cerberus, ** who is come to claim hospitality 
of a brother in the service, and shelter for the night. We 
would speak with Captain Henry de Laceyt'' 

^*Then you have struck soundings on the right coast, 
madam,'' returned the tar, ^' as Masl^ Paul, here, will say 
in the name of his father, no less than in that of the sweet 
lady his mother, not forgetting old madam his grandam, 
who is no fresh water fish herself, for that matter." 

" That he will," said a fine manly youth of some seven- 
teen years, who wore the attire of one who was^already in 
training for the seas, and who was looking curiously, over 
the shoulder of the elderly seaman. ^* I will acquaint my 
father of the visit, and Richard — do you seek out a proper 
berth for our guests without delay." 

This order, which was given with the air of one who had 
been accustomed to act for himself, and to speak with au- 
thority, was instantly obeyed. The apartment selected by 
Richard w&s the ordinary parlour of the dwelling. Here, 
in a few moments, the litter was deposited ; the bearers were 
then dismissed, and the female only was left, with its tenant 
and the rude attendant, who had not hesitated to give them 
so frank a reception. The latter busied himself in trimming 
the lights, and in replenishing a bright wood fire ; taking 
care, at the same time, that no unnecessary vacuum should 
occur in the discourse, to render the brief interval, necessary 
for the appearance of his superiors, tedious. During this 
state of things an inner door was opened, the youth already 
named leading the way for the three principal personages 
of the mansion. 

First came a middle-aged athletic man, in the naval un- 
dress of a captain of the new States. His look was calm, 
and his step was still firm, though time and exposure were 
beginning to sprinkle his head - with gray. He wore one 
arm in a sling, a proof that his service was still recent ; on 
the other leaned a lady, in whose matronly mien, but still 
blooming cheek and bright eyes, were to be traced most of 
the ripened beauties of her sex. Behind them followed a 
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third, a female also, whose step was less elastic, but whose 
person continued to exhibit the evidences of a peaceful 
evening to the troubled day of life. The throe courteously 
saluted the stranger, delicately refraining from making any 
precipitate allusion to the motive of her visit. Their reserve 
seemed necessary ; for by the agitation which shook the 
shattered frame of one who appeared as much sinking with 
grief as infirmity, it was too apparent that the unknown 
lady needed a little time to collect her energies, and to 
arrange her thoughts. 

She wept long and bitterly, as though alone ; nor did sho 
essay to speak until further silence would have become sus- 
picious. Then drying her eyes, and with cheeks on which 
a bright hectic spot was seated, her voice was heard for the 
first time by her wondering hosts. 

^* You may deem this visit 'an intrusion," she said " but 
one, whose will is my law, would be brought hither." 

** Wherefore ? '' asked the officer with mildness, observing 
that her voice was already choked. 

'^ To die ! *' was the whispered, husky answer. 

A common start manifested the surprise of her auditors ; 
and then the gentleman arose, and approaching the litter, 
he gently drew aside a curtain, exposing its hitherto unseen 
tenant to the examination of all in the room. There was 
understanding that met his gaze, though death was but too 
plainly stamped on the palUd lineaments of the wounded 
man. His eye alone seemed still to belong to earth ; for, 
w^hile all around it appeared already to be sunk into the 
helplessness of the last stage of human debility, that was 
still bright, intelligent, and glowing — ^it might also have been 
described as glaring. 

*' Is th^re aught in which we can contribute to your com- 
fort, or to your wishes Y* asked Captain de Lacey, after a long 
and solemn pause, during which all around the litter had 
mournfully contemplated the sad spectacle of sinking 
mortality. 

The smile of the dying man was ghastly, though tender- 
ness and sorrow were singularly and fearfully combined in 
its expression. He answered not ; but his eyes had wan- 
dered from face to face, until they became rivetted by a 
species of charm, on the countenance of the oldest of the 
two females. His gaze was met by a look as settled as his 
own ; and so evident was the powerful sympathy which 
cxuted between the two, that it could not escape'the ob« 
tforvatlon of the spectators. 
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■* Mother !" said the officer,with affectionate concern ; " my 
mother ! what troubles you f ' 

"Henry — Gtertrude," answered the venerable parent 
extending her arms to her offspring, as if she asked support ; 
** my children, your doors have been opened to one who 
has a claim to enter them. Oh ! it is in these terrible mo- 
ments, when passion is asleep and our weakness is most 
apparent, in these moments of debility and disease, that 
nature so strongly manifests its impression ! I see it all in 
that fading countenance, in those sunken features, where so 
little is left but the last lingering look of family and 
kindred V 

'* Kindred V* exclaimed Captain de Lacy : of what affinity 
is our guest V 

"A brother!" answered the lady, drooping her head on 
her bosom, as though she had proclaimed a degree of con- 
sanguinity which gave pain no les.9 than plea- 
sure. 

The stranger, too much overcome himself to speak, made 
a joyful gesture of assent, but never averted a gaze that 
seemed destined to maintain its direction so long as life 
should lend it intelligence. 

** A brother V repeated her son, in unfeigned astonishment 
*^ I knew you had a brother ; but I had thought him dead 
a boy," 

'**Twas so I long believed myself; though frighthil 
glimpses of the contrary have often beset me ; but now the 
truth is too plain, in that fading visage and those fallen fea- 
tures, to be misunderstood. Poverty and misfortune divided 
as. I suppose we thought each other dead." 

Another feeble gesture proclaimed the assent of the wound- 
ed man. 

** There is no further mystery. Henry, the siranger is thy 
uncle — my brother— onoe my pupil J" 

** I could wish to 166 him under Jsppier circumstances," 
returned the officer, with a seaman's frankness ; ** but, as a 
kinsman he is welcome. Poverty, at least, shall no longer 
divide you." 

" Look, Henry — Gertrude V added the mother, veiling her 
own eyes as she spoke, ** that face is no stranger to you. 
See ye not the sad ruins of one ye both fear and 
love ?" 

Wonder kept her children mute> though both looked untf 
sight became confused, so long and intense was their 6JE' 
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amination. Then a hollow sound, which came from the 
cbest of the stranger, caused them both to start; and as his 
low, but distinct enunciation rose on their earf, doubt and 
perplexity vanished. 

*' Wilder," he said, with an effort in which his utmost 
strength appeared exerted, " I have come to ask the last 
office at your hands/' 

** Captain Heidegger !" exclaimed the officer. 

"The Red Rover?" murmured the younger Mrs. do 
Lacey, involuntarily recoiling a pace from the litter, in 
alarm. 

"The Red Rover!" repeated her son, pressing nigher 
with ungovernable curiosity. 

" Laid by the heels at last !" bluntly observed Fid, stump- 
ing up towards the group, without relinquishing the tongs, 
which he had kept in constant use as an apology for re- 
maining in the presence. 

" I had long hid my repentance and my shame together," 
continued the dying man, when the momentary surprise 
had a little abated ; but this war drew me from my conceal- 
ment. Our country needed us both, and both has she had I 
You have served as one who never offended might serve ; 
but a rrusc so holy was not to be tarnished by a name like 
mine. May the little I have done for good be remembered 
when the world speaks of the evil of my hands ! Sister — 
mother — pardon !" 

"May that God, who forms his creatures with such fear- 
ful natures, look mercifully on all our weaknesses \" ex- 
claimed the weeping Mrs. de Lacey, bowing to her knees, 
and lifting her hands and eyes to heaven. "O brother^ 
brother! you have been trained in the holy mystery of your 
redemption, and need not now be told on what Rock to 
place your hopes of pardon !" 

" Had I never forgotten those precepts, my name would 
still be known with honour. " But, Wilder !" he added 
with startling energy, " Wilder I — " 

All eyes were bent eagerly on the speaker. His hand 
was holding a roll on which he had been reposing, as on a 
pillow. With a supernatural effort his form arose on the 
litter ; and, with both hands elevated above his head, he 
let fall before him that blazonry of intermingled stripes, with 
its blue field of rising stars, a glow of high exultation 
illumining each feature of his face, as in his former day of 
pride. 

21. 3 
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"Wilder!" he repeated, laughing^ hysterically, " we have 
triumphed I" — Then he fell backward withoat motion, the 
exulting lineaments settling in the gloom of death, aji strA • 
dows obscure the smiling brightness of the sun. 
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